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FREDERICK W PADDOCK
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STATE OF COLORADO

It2RIQATION DIVISION NC 4

MONTROSE

Mr J E Whitten

State Engineer

Denver Colo

De r Sir

T herewith submit my annual report

1 3a 9
sue ecr

A V UA REPORT

The irrigation season of 1959 was somewhat unusual in that the expected drouth condition

for August axid September di not occur e id owever have a severe water shortage take

place in Julg It happened in such a time that there was no appaxent crop d nage It di

h wev r eause isome problems o aris whichin some inst nces could not be disolved immediat

ely s a shall state in the District paragr phs following T ith the e ception of Jul r

wa er supply was adequate and evenabundant axid the rowing season wa si nusually good Crop

yields appear excellentc q lity and auanity vestock is reported excellent in weight

for market

j ater District 2

Mr Hicks averaged about ten days each month from TFay through September e are therefore

oing to f irnish him books and sneets for the 19bo season T 1r LTicks is probably the comm

isioner with the most tenure of o fice in the State oi Colorado He was appointed U ater

Commissioner b Gov Peabody in 19 2 He actively nanaged a cattle d l a ranch until 195g

ihis tlie iirst season since I have been Div En ineer I s Hicks has worked this much

ihiTe he submitted no r rritten report we are able to give some or most of the statistics for

his distriet

T ater District 0

Toward the e d of the season there was soMe repair or rehabilitation ti rork done on several dams

The Ve1a reservpqr Dam has been brought up to its ori inal height we are informed de were

resent during installation of portions of the new outlet conduit Tr e are very happy to see



0

0

STATE OF COLORADO

IRRIOATION DIVISION NO 4

MONTR05E

FREDERICK W PADDOCK
IRRIOATION DIV1510N ENOINEER

P O BOX 1S

auea ct

f
0 a

his done as in times past there taas some auest on as to whether or not witl inadeauate
freeboard a poor spillway located in ight sand and a pipe which could c rry about l 0 of

the diurnal peak i low the the structure t ould staxxd up or fail gs tire understa d it here

is sone work to be done yet however the importazZt asld r iajor portions axe done

The Beaver Darn Reservior Dam remains untested as it s nly fil led to gabout 5 feet in depth

E pected leakage in the e est abutrnent took place ti rith no apparent dama e or trouble occur

z g Stora e will be held to gage ht of 75 or 50 f eet ne season with an nspec ion

dt ring the filling se sor TJ hen the t rater is anproacning r axim n storage point

The Grax by y 1 Reservoir am was breached and a new conduit layed A lar e body o peat

or muck was removed across t e f ront or upstream ection anc replaced zaith soLtnd eerth Due to

the lateness of the season worl tiras suspended Beiore completion Fater which t roul d normally
fill hei reser oirs t ri11 be siored in Gra nby l2

The Kiser Reservoir Das i was re ui1t during tl e season and is in gc od s ape for storage
next year

The Big Battlement eservair Dam ras repaired under ver r dverse conditions Fortunatel

frost t tas not one of there Engineer I iorrill and is assistant TFr Cannon supervised ti e wor

A core trench was excavated down in to iripervious material in the foundation and sloped and
bac afilled ri th oil well bentonite and earth mixed to ezher cae ti ri11 fill t i cauti n th s

next ear iowever re be ieve that no f urther trouble shou d develo at this point

The above paragraph pret y trell cotiers repair work on storage dar s in ater District 40

In regard to d tches and flo we e erienced lit le trouble excEpt on ttro cree s On 0 Creek

two sets of water users nave it apaeU rs r ore or less chanbed the course of ei her Oai Creels
or of ou hspoon Creeli oth pas ies t or ed on the junction point ith es shovels and

rock taor Since tl e original chanpel is the cree s d the other a undecreed diversion
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and tae trere not present prior to the ap r ropriztion tae as ed the pa i s to o to court and

et a decree of so e sort to settle the matter

The other floUr auestion was on YoLU s Cree r and involved t e quest on of ettin natural

flow past the reservoirs This s sn e q uestion and the same peopZe 7o to b t ever second or

third year de wil presume that in 1961 or 1 62 it ri l come up a ain nd that time we

intend to jw ip with one foot inst ad of ttt ro into the middl of tsle s tuatio

ater District L 1

I In hie 3s rx t1 here was a ood supply oi water except for three a eeiL period in uly

From about the tenth of Ju y to the thirt f rst we h d so e shortage d ue to the Uncon

pahgre F iver fal tiin i in flo r te in July and durin Au us sufficient rain fell to

a leviate ny real harra

out

The Uncor pah re Valley ZFater Users Association had a critical period for some wee s in

w G tw s e

iay then on the supply to individuals to o o percent

and reache 7 riinmwn of e percent on

aft r r 1

and ilow increased a delive v rere ncreased o

r hen the rains fe1 the r rere eneral

percent on

ater on it aas necessar r to cut to 8 b percent and iinally

fih

on 7 were b c to 900 oi deli rery
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The Big and T ittle Buckhorn Reservior Dams were inspected and it was found necessary to

recommend thatafter 1960 repairs be made on the ig Buekhorn Dam The ittle Buckhorn is

still in good shape We presUmetthat with a little prodding the p axis will be sent to your
1

office this winter

F ater Distriet 1 2

Some work has been done on several reservior dam y in Z ater District

2 tif whichain some instances we were equested to inspect t3e inspected The Thompson 2

Reservior Dam Enlargementon Pinon Nes at the reques of I r 5pannagle from the Glenwood

Soi1 Conserv tion Office He had a copy of the plans with hi easurements and inspection

revealed the structure to h ve been built quit a t variance with the approved plans Gihile

te recommended tes ingthe structure by storag ae caxzbnly say that while it may prove safe

for storage it was not built according to the apnroved plans
4

r

The Town of Palisade has rebuilt their Cabi Reservior Daia to approved plans and to date

has iven no trouble that we are aware of and t present we do not anticipate urtner trouble

The Vega Reserv r is approaching comp eti n and the delivery works are progressiag nicely

and ma y possibly pex it some water delivery to be made in 1960

The Coon Creek 3 Reserv ir Dam Rehal litation I as been completed It tras c mpletedJ otir

ever just prior t3 the second snow storm nd I tiras not notified until afterward tilith

the exception of the tralkw to the outlet va lve control tl e pro j ect appears to cornply

with he plans Ie now recosr end f ull stor ge

i ork is uneompleted on the ong S1ou h Res ervoir Dam buttprogressing

T Fe had one ur usual problem on ower Coon Cree A man rho o rns no intrest in a unior ditckzy

and uses no water from it dar ec off the creek a few feet above the shu and 1oc ied he dgate
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and hand dug a ditch around tl e he dS te diverted the entire 1oZ r o t ne cree ir to the

ditch He did this in front of Deputy Co issioner Bieser who did his very best to talk

the party out of com i ting the act The Com issioner filed a compl int with t e elp of

ti e District At torne 1he Sheriff served the warrent TIZe r an nired a rather conpetant

attorney and was let on P350 bai To me1 e a long stor r short he s i11 is i he res

ou lation of the problem is not in sight a t tne present A civil action on the part o the

senior user t rho was deprived of h s rater is t17e probable or eventual answer 4bout

a1J tae can s y is our Criminal Procedure in such a case is rot only ver r unsatisfactor

but very poor

ater District 59

Due to or rnissioner I och t ing X ray treatments in Denver during the month o Ju1 Cozm

isioner GTendeni ing District 41 and r s trorked out a method of substituting for Tir

r och t e made quite a discover that is o e Must re ul ate ater b r s arting at tre dotm

stre m end ol the section to be w rlied anc move ug stre m m Lin such re ulations as needed

Not fb lowing sueh procedure erely adds to Junior Annropriators between tne noint t rhere

need ed and ti rhere turned downs Eream 2 r roch has instal ed several neti r f umes and lea dg es

o ast River and Slate Creel betl reen Ali ont and Crested Butte

kRFater istrict 60

Each year a fe r more persons ask for administration in this istrict Comriissi ner Sullivan

had a bad tu e trith P averick I7raw this yeur In August the strearz simply dryed up and was

so short of water that i t tiaas no possible to help any decree iut ti e receivec one complaint

and met e r an compl aining and tsent over the systen zrit i him in person The was satis

fied rhen our survey was over th it ze had a rost no tiaa ter because that was tlie wa it rea ly

s e eoru issioner tooL a dira view of having a Joung man about one half his age questiorr

ing his judgemertt r oir evervone cooled off yrhen i rain d That ended the trouble
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Discontinuing the two ages a bove a nd bel ow t1 e urley removed ttiro bad pro lems for us It

has also cut dor n on a lot oi local discontent The 1 a rsuit has bo ed do rn ana the chances

are y it will be settled i ce it bec Lrze clear trat the rater oTficials t rere rot interested

in dividing w ter below the hendgate and t nu t tne r e sur ng devices instal ed wnder our advise

work a gre t deal oi intnrest as lost

iater I3istrict bl

nly 1 27 acre feet of storage were acquire bzl the Buclyeye Peservoir This is apnroximately

20 of its storage capitcity Flow was not a grea deal better ie reco ended a Parshall

Flutne to solve the only measuring problem in this distric this yez r T ae fliune duly in

stalled is about t see r iles over in Utah in krha e locall cal the 1ap 1and Th s particu

Iar problem involved appropriation in Utah delivered via Paradox Creel in Colorado

Ti ater Dis trict 62

Due to a protest about iFr T och s administra tion of Pine Greel re iin t at tise have an

entire priority list in the 1913 eneral Adjuc icaticn to revise or some reason not clear

to us the ourt did not list the prioritys in order reported y the eieree though tne

Court approved f3is findings and report axid made hem specif ically part of the adjudication

decree It is auite possible that an a peal r a y be made witn your office for a hearing oe

iore t is is over It is fur t er possible a suit may result alihough we believe ure maj be

able to hold it off by presenting a z ore attractive alternative

ater District 63

This is a very smal district and is being iJell t en c re of with a minim of time T1 e

Co ssioner is doing the rork in 50 to 55 da ys per anntiun flnce Parshall ltam es were in

staZled on est Creek there were no serious probleMS
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There is a Traxzs motantain Diuersion from District 60 into Llistrict 6 rhich will necessi

tate some adminis trati e work on t e par t of the two Commissioners and se f next year This

area beeas e snowed in before the thre of us cou d get together and throughly investigr te it

There are tu o ditches irn edzat ly involved in district 60

Due to rain this district carne out in Fooc shape witl Li h crop yield and ood quality
a

In a cl ange of point of diversion action the court rest eted tne use of the ti rater to its

original acreag nd specified that a measur ing c evice oLt1d be plaeed at i specified

point under the supervision of the ra ter of icials The our s findim s rere that the water

had to be used on a specified pieee oi gro and and an fairly clear laxi ua e t at the w ter

officials would not per it an enlar erient in he use of the water ince his was a 1 done

in a general adjudication proceedir it J eft the local rater oiiicials sor ewhat dizzy but

ae found we could live rith it

This district tahich needs a storage projec badly 5 000 acre feet or possibly 10 00 cre
r

feet would ix is ares u in excellent shape Suen a proj ect ti hich incorr7orated users in

Pdistric t l l u nd ant to 3Q 0 or 4 i000 aere feet would a Le c rqfof bath dis triets

In conclus on we wi 1 say that we believe tha a study snould ae ade of the crir inal aspects

of theft of tiaater Te believe t Zat the ti t e l as co e tr hen tnef oftrater should be b sed on

the value tal en as well as the f ct tJ at an u ila ful apx ropiation is rlade to so e one elses

detri ent 4Te beli veand rec orr r end trat tne t of a soecified rumber of acre eet should be

called a felony d hat our citizens hould educated into considering a serious hard

rorking water thiefin the s e li ht as a b2nk rabber In a moral sense tl ere is not one

iota of d fference Practically however theft of oneJT is a fe on at a certain pmint

while theft of r ter is a isdemeanor in an r ount of value

A
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T ie enjoyed the tiaorl a ajor portio of this year anci feel t re have made some improvements

e hope to continue

Very Truly jours

a w
Fredericl Paddock



e

Ft

m
a

s
o

o
amm

y o
o E

o a
o 0 0

s

a

ma
m

o wb
o

m ee t
4 C v

O Q o c

g z o
m v d n v

r s G
i ia Y7 U m

i CCS p O 4 O
7 e 1 Q

r

ri N 1

rn d m w o ac

H

RA
i m m

v

co s
s m
r1 i

pO
vJ

O i G
c
w

o a b
x a d

m o

f
L r1 v1
ri ri

O 71

LP
W L
ti

a U 1
O 47 m oS

1 Ga

i

U
rt i

F 1

N

ra x

l

w

ti

I

I I I I I I I

M

I

N

N
N
0

r 1

0

0
c o

1 N

HQ



y
a

e

yW4 U

v

b V1

O C L

F 4
O i

H ri

i

O
m

0
a

r

o w
s

v
c

r1 u

O ad
4r L a

d

a s o m
0 0

C1 O U E

m ti Q

t O

m O OL a

f U
p6 J

rl i n C o 0 3e C
Cf

n

O

U
r A p

al a
H 4 47

O C

J n C 7
Ca d

4 U
y
m

v m

a
c7 l

O L

U7
O

L A i

O
rl M

1 m
m J

N

CQ rl
3 A x

ak

W
N
t0

O
N3

O

0
tf1

N

e 1

ui

I
e

m

o

l

N

G
O

pi GC

z

m
N
IO

a

MI
d

l

IN t 3 M

m

ca

a

n

O

O
r l

F30

C

7

I II

N

c0
N

O t
a o

w

w

M

O
c O

i

m

E 1 G


