STATE OF COLORADO

IRRIGATION DIVISION NO. 4
MONTROSE

FREDERICK W. PADDOCK

IRRIGATION DIVISION ENGINEER
P. O. BOX 15 YLW' 30; /7-5’?

BEUBJECT:

ANNUAIL, REPORT

Mr. J. E. Whitten,

State BEngineer.

Denver, Coloe

Dear Sir:

T herewith submit my annual report.g5~‘ ,
The irrigation season of 1959 was soméwhat unusual in that the expected drouth condition
for August and September did not occur, e did,however)have a severe water shortage take
“piace in July. It happenedsin;such a time thattthere was no apparent crop damage. It dig,
however Fausebsomelproblemsiﬁd éfis¢§ whichin some instances could not be disolved immediat-
ely,;éﬁ we shallféféfé'inthe District paragraphs following. With the exception of July,
water supply was adéquate and evenabundant and the growing season washnusually goode Cropz

yields appear’excellentgiﬂfqmality and cuanity. Tivestock is reported excellent in weight

for market.

Water District 28

Mr. Hicks averaged about ten days each month from May through September, We are therefore
going to furnish him books and?heets for the 1960 season. Mr. Hicks is probably the comm-
isioner with the mbsf,tehure of office in the State of Colorado. He was appointed Water
Commissioner by Gove Peabody in 1902, He actively managed a qattlehnd hay ranch until 1958.
This}%he first #3885 season since T have been Div. Engineer Mr. Hicks has worked this much,
While he submitted no written report, we are able to give some or most of the statistics for
his district.

Water District 40

Toward the end of the season)there was some repalr or rehabilitation work done on several dams,

The Vela Reserv@yr Dam has been brought up to its original height, we are informed.We were

resent during installation of portions of the new outlet conduits. Ve are very happy to see
7
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this done as in times past there was some question{ss ta}whether or not with inadequate

freeboard, a poor spillway located iqﬁight san%,and a pipe which could corry about 40% of

the diurnal pegk flow the the structure would stand up or fail. As ve understand it, fhere
J

is some work to be done yet, however the important and major portions are done.

)

The Beaver Dam Reservior Dam remains untested as it ¢n1y filled tohsbout 45 feet in depthe
Expected leakage in the West abutment took place, with no apparent damage or trouble occur—
ing. Storage will be held to & gage hi%éht of 75 or 80 feet next season with an inspection

during the filliﬁg%eason when the water is approaching maximum storage point,

The Granby # 11 Reservoir Dam was breached and a new conduit lsysd. A large body of peat
or muck was removediséfb3s~the front or upstreamFection and re@laced with sound ezrth. Due to
the lateness of the Season, work was suspended Before completion, Water which would normally

£111 thelr reservoirs will be stored in Granby # 12,

The Kiser Reservoir Dam was rebuilt during the season, and is in good shape for storage

next yeare.

The Big Battlement Reservoir Dam was repaired under very adverse conditions, Fortunately,
frost was not one of them. Engineer Yorrill andhis assistant Mr, Can”on#-superv1sed the work.
A core trench was excavated down into impervious material in the foundation and sloped and
backfilled rith o0il.well bentonite and earth mixed together. ‘e will fill Ulth cautlon sthis

next year., However we believe that no further trouble should developéiat this point.

s ; .
/" The above paragraph pretty welllcoversrepair work on storage dams in Water District 40,

In regard to ditches and flow, we experienced little trouble except on two creels. On Oal: Creek
two sets of water users have, it appears, more or less changed the course of ei’her Oal: Creek
or of Doughspoon Creek. Both parties worked on the junction point with z2xXes, shovels and

rock work. Since the original channel is the creel, and the other an undecreed diversion
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and we were not present prior to the appropriation, we asked the parties to go to court and

get a decree of some sort to settle the matter.

The other flow question was on Young's Creelc and involved the question of getting natural
flow past the reservolrs. [This same question and the same people go to bat every second or
third year. We will presume that in 1961 or 1962 it will come up again, ond that time we

intend to jump with one foot instead oi?bwo into the middle of the situation. ;
Water Distriet 41

i o A
Gn this«Districtj %here was a good supply of water except for a three.week period in July.

"’}’F‘rom‘ a"b"oiit the tenth of July to the thirty first, we hzd some shortage due to the Uncom-

1 .
pahgre River/\, falling ¢ in flow. ; Late in July and during August, sufficient rain fell to
alleviate any resl s%E&% harm,

;Cou‘f'
The Uncompahgre Valley Water Users Association had a critical period for some ko weeks in

. (e
ezety May, then on }"wd- /4% the supply to individuals heiesschm—m 0 /o o percenty:

and reached = minmm of 4 © percent on‘)wg. /7, Vhen the rains fell, they were general
e afler whickh
andpflow increased,and delivexyy were increased to 7{ percent gmt on l’fj é,”‘ =

170
o La‘ber] on $-7¢2L ‘ it was necessary to cut to § o percent and finally
‘ the : k
on 347'1" /7 ajwere ent bzck to/60% of delivery.
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The Big and Little Buckhorn Reservior Dams were inspected and it was found necessary to

recommend thatafter 1960 repairsbe made on theBig Buckhorn Dam, The Little Buckhorn is

still in good shape., We presumethat with a 1little prodding the planswill be sent to your
i /

office this winter.

Water District 42

Some work has been done on several reservior dam§g e in ater District
42, ﬁf’which)in some instances we werekequested to inspect. We inspected The Thompson #
Reservior Daﬁ Enlargemenébg Pinon Mes%iféﬁwﬁhe reques@%féMr. Spannagle from the Glenwood. .
Soil Conservetion Office. He had a copy of the planshwith him, Measurements and inspection
revealed th%structure to have been built quit%at variance with the approved plans. fWhiie
ﬁelﬁécommended testingthe structure by storag%?ﬁéicaqbnly say that while it may prove safe

for storage, it was not built according to the approved plans.

T
R
A

The Town of Pslisade has rebuilt their Cabin Reservior Dam“to approvedrplans and to date .-

N : N .
has given noﬁrouble that we are aware of, andpt present we do not anticipatefurther trouble.

The Vega Reservddr is approaching completion and the delivery works are progressihg nicely

and may possibly permit some water delivéfﬁéto be made in 1960.

The Coon Creek # 3 Reservidr Dam Rehabilitation has been completeds It was completedjhow=
ever, just prior tb the second snow storm , and T was not notified until afterward. With
the exception of the walkway to the outlet valve control, the project appears to comply

with the plans. We now recommend full storage.
Work is uncompleted on the Long Slough Res ervoir Dam, but’progressing.

We had one unusual problem on Iower Coon Creek. A man who owns no intrest in a Junior ditchs .

and uses no water from it, dammed off the creek a few feet above the shut and locked headgate
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and hand dug a ditch around the hendgate, iverted %he entire flow of the creek into the
ditch, He did ﬁhis in front of Deputy Commissioner Bieser, who did his very best to talk
the perty out of committing the act. The Commissioner filed a complaint with the help of
the District Attorney.\ The Sheriff served the warrént. The man hired a rather competént
attorpey?and was leﬁﬁaﬁ $350. bails To meke a long story short, heéstill'ié ; The res-
“igﬁiéfggg;of-the problem is not in sight 2t the presente A civil action on the part of the
senior user who ¥&* was deprived of his water is the probable or eventual answer. About

all we can say is our Criminal Procedure in such a case is not only very unsatisfactory,

buﬁ%%éry DPOOT,
Water District 59

Due to Commissioner Kbcﬁﬁtaking Z-ray treatments in Denver during the month of July, Corm~—
isioner Glendenning, (District 41) and my;élf worked out a method of substituting for iir.
Koch, We made quite a discovery, that %s, one rnust regulate water by starting at the downs
stream end of the section to be worked and move uPpstresm, meking égéﬁiregulations as neededs
Not following Sﬁéhrprocedure merely adds to Junior Appropriatorsjgetween the point where
needed and where turned downstreams Mre. Xoch has installed several new flumes and headgates-
om;East River and Slate Creek, between Almont and Crested Butte.

Water District 60

Each year a few more persons ask for administration in this District. Commissicner Sullivan
had a bad time with Maverick Draw this year, In August the stream simply drf;d up and was

so short of water that it was no® possible to helpfé;y decree dute We received one complaint
and met dhe man complaining and went over the system with him in person, The-men was sabtis—
fied when our survey was overjithat(ﬁe had almost no water becéuse that was the way itffeélly

w&s.«(éhe Commissioner took a dim view of having a young man about one half his age questionm

ing his judgement., HowAeveryone cooled off when it rained. That ended the trouble#}
s
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Discontinuing the two gages above and below the Gurley removed two bad problems for use Tt

has also cut down on a lot of 1ocal dlscontent. The lawsuit has bogged down and the chances
B ,%,lr:y*"'“\‘ ) )’t !

are, 1t will be settled.z OHce it became clear that the water officials were not interested

in dividihg weter below the headgate and that the meosuring devices installed wunder our adviee

work, a great deal of inﬁ?est was loste

Water District 61

e “ //;’ . )
" Only 427 acre feet of storage were acqulrea by. tne Buckeye Reserv01r This is approximately
} nLs DI

20% of its storage capuclty.quw was not a great deal better., He recommendedﬁa(Parshall
Flume toésolve tﬂe only measuring problem in this district this year. The flume, duly in-
stalled)is about three miles over in Utah in what we locally call the\lap lands This particu-

lar problem involved anffappropriation in Utah, delivered via Paradox Creek in Coloradoe
Water District 62

Due to a protest about Mr. Koch's administrstion of Pine Creelk, we find that we have an
entire priority list in the 1913 general Adjudicati-n to revise. For some reason, not clear
to us, the Court did not list the prlorltjs 1&Tg;der reported by the Referee, Although the
Court approved his findings and report and made them apec1f$1ca1 ly part of the adjudication
decrees It is quite possible that an appeal may be made with your office for a hearing be-

fore this is over. It is further possible a sult may resulte*élthough we believe we may be

able to hold it off by presenting a more attractive alternative.
. Water District 63

This is a very small district and is being well talen care of with a minimm of time. The
Commissioner is doing the work in 50 to 55 days per annume Once Parshall flumes were in-

stalled on West Creek, there were no serious problems.
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Water District 68

There is a Trans-mountain Diversion from District 60 into District 68, which will necessi-
tate some administrative work on the part of the two Commissioners andwé§%eif next yeare This
area became snowed in before the three of us could get together and throughly investigate ite

There are two ditches immediatagly involved in district 60.

Due to rain this district came out in good shape, with high crop yield aﬁd“good guality.

)
In a change of point of diversion action, the court restitcted the use of the water to its
original acreage; and specified that a measurfbing device would be placed at a specified
point under the supervision of the water officials, The ‘courts findings were that the water
hed to be used on a specified piece of ground and in fairly clear langusge that the weter
officials would not permit an enlargement in the use of the water. Since khis was all done
in a general adjudication proceedinv}it left the local water officials somewhat dizzy, but

we found we could live with ite.

This district whlch needs a storage project badly. 5, OOO acre feet, or DOSSlbly 10,000 acre

feet would p1x bhls area up 1n excelWent shape. (§uch a progect whlch 1ncoroorated users in

' dlstrlct 41 u.nd went to 30 OOO or AO 000 acre feet would tale carebf both‘dlstrlct59 -

of theft of water. We believe that the tlme has come Vhen theft of water should be b-sed on
the value taken as well as the fact that an'uﬂlanul appropiation is made to somé one elses
detriment. We believeand recfformend that taeft of a specified number of acre feet should be
called a felony, and that our citizens’should Bé educated into considering a serious hard-
working water thief in the same light as a bank robber, In a moral sense, there is not one

iota of difference. Practically, however, theft of money is a felony at a certain point,

while theft of water is a misdemeanor in any amount of value,
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We enjoyed the work a major portion of this year, and feel we have made some improvements.,

YYe hope to continue.

Very Truly Yours,

Gl Bt /.

Frederick W. Paddock



eav Ly 909" 68T 296991 9ve 220'T V-ON UoTsTATQ
J0J 19301
~0ev 80¢ "848 et — ¥l 89
—oWN 63y 89% % 5 )
009 SL0° T -78: M g 5] 59
JPUWN X2 — SWN T GUON 19
022°2 0828 000" TT Z L 09
ot 5% 605° 69 470} 70) R g 53
g16'8 0LE'6 998" o1 09 oL% 3%
SO N ¥14°60 FaL 2 3 v
068 TILE a8L'82 $91 65% ob
198, 340V 165 8Jd0W Uut 199 eJoVy 30 TJI3S T 19538
Ut ‘7 JequaAoN  UDS®es auy Juranp ur ‘gr eunp paJde3 s TUTWPY  8yj3 Ul $85J00( Jaqumy
0481098 JOACDNTON  pOJSATT9p @3wlC3g uc a3wvI039 SITOAJHSAY JITCAX®S89Y  3OTJIRSI(
Jo junouy Jo aunouy Jo aunouy Jo °ofN

3J006Y JTOAJSSOY
0pBIOTON JO ©3%3S

% *ON UWTSTATIQ uo T8I TILT
20 sjJodey JOUCTSSTUUOD J038M
- 30 woT3ernge] jenuuy

89 61

Jo "ON

AN

1898y




5%9°943 g9¢ 185°¢ g6%°992°2  080°1 163°9 3°ON UoT8TAT
104 1®30]
$%6°92 002 62 06L* 46 8t 08¢ - 89
266 35¢ 2L §82°8 B & T g9
“0g'z 390°3
180712 g9% 699D §TU3 39 ojejduwodui 3J10deyg 27 F333 29
76679 99¢ gt°9 06v' v 33 3 19
988" 1% ¥z zet ~ 00%"29 vz vav 09
70268 972 e38p 57Ul 39 9301dWO0UY jd0dex 09 i 69
T 6eT 953 . 29T ST 902 T 26
e% cg6eY
$63°L6 N 568 ST 699 L) 737 5
009" 29t 9% g%8 5697602 Z8% 0281 ov
gz9%o¢g 09t M1 XefeM Jo jumows jo FW0USI ON (57 ‘ 8z
181 8
R0TIIS T d038Y 3983 pPUODAS 30TI38Tq 103 9N
ayy ut unl s®y Ul Und J33%8M  POJIGATTeEp 3987 POJsisSIUTUDY eyy ur Ioquny
seloy poywdTaay aogem shu( JOo juaouy  @I0Y Ul J938M S8yoL I §96J08p Y03 1@ 23°TI3SI(Q
Jo *oN Jo *oN L11eq Jo 3unowy Jo *of Jo ‘o 18588

A \
LT \

|

3z0dey Y23 t1q
ODPEJIOTO) JO ©3%3Q

¥ *ON UWTISTAT( WOT3W3TLIY
I0J s3d0dey JOUOTSSTHWO) X83BM

Jo woi3vInge] penuuy
B |




