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i herewi th submit my annual report for the w ter year of November 1 1957 to

etober 31 195

195 appears to be at this date an average water year Flows began dropping a1
over the Division at a heavy rate on or about July 1 r and continued ialling for
the balance of the season e cep ing for abSut one week during August when it

rained So far as precipitation is concerned we had probably one of the driest

years oi record here wa no precipitation frvm the early rt of April until

the latter past of August a period of abou I50 days To this we attribute the

heavp decline i n flows in July when it occ rred

WATEE DISTRICT 2g

here as some activity in this district requiring some services of the ter

ssioner The Hot prings Reservoir iyam is eginning o cause users in

Htit prings reek to be rather vigilant about ho and How water is used flther

than the v sual chronic shortage of water on Tomichi and Cochetopa Creeks which

cou d be al3evisted t rith storag water the situation is normal

WRT i D S RICT 40

There we r a number of interestin happenings in GTater District 0 in 195
First we t 3 1 discuffis the ihrerland Reservoir Dam which still gives some trouble

The Boas l of Diree ors attempted to fiZl the reservoir contraxy to orders of your
o fice s you soon learned at the time This ofiice together w ith the rater

omm3 ssioner and his I eputy luckily caught the situation before it was out of
nd and forced the re ease of the necessary o rerstorage to prevent serious

sliding in the portion of the main da where the trouble spot is lacated

Because of the refusal of tlae Board of Directors to cooperate with us we had to

get somewhat heavy handed ir orders were appealed to your office and the

protestants were st nned when w a rere held b r your ofiiee St appeaxs that they
had been assu ed hat your off3ce would nct do so by some Ghird party A rather

cru l e attempt w s nade to fill and cover the cracks i n the center of the crest with

earthy as the inclosed photograph shor s
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According to Deputy Commi ssioner Brezonick this it is a leged was done by an
emplcryee nder orders from some of the oard of Director embers the ame morning
you made your inspection However the slide w s progressing and it reopened b r
the time gou arrived on the seene he se ond inclosed picture shows another crack
near the wa er line some 200 feet or so in Iength
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There was considerable repair and enlaxgement work done on reservoir dams this
season principal7 y the Y S VeI Greenwood Stell ig Ward I tke and Granby 1 1

these a S being on strealn tribu as to Tong e Creek

The Gray Reservoir rehabilztation and enlargement on erot Creek was completed in

August 3he construction of the new Beaver Reservoir Dam on Minnesota Creek was
completed iM Jctober Inspection was also made on the Vo k Reservoir Da which

was enlarged d rebuilt on a tributary of A izddy Creek

he y e S is the only one we had to turn down with a reco nendation for restrieted
storage The back slvpe was bu lt on a meas red slope of 1 36 Gage rods were

not fixec idgidl in place Slipp ge or sl iding was beginning to take place on
he back s ope

dATER DIS3i iCT a 41
In this Water District condi Gions were better for a nor al or dry yeesi as one may
eonsider 195 than has bee the cas y except ng during 1957 in some fi e or six
yeaz s

13e Uncompahgre Valley Tater Users Associatio l was able to hold delivery of wat r
to i s users at a point of 7 This contrasted i th the fac that in several

previous years deiivery dropp d to 50 on part o the projec and 60 on the

balance iairTy strict foTlowing of the ciecree system fbr the two ifates Dristricts
L 7 and reveals that this 10 to 20 difference in delivery will result rhen

the deerees ar no t followed

This amounts to an average daily ilow of 125 cubic fe per second for 6Q days a s

x best we can te Z or tot 1 of 15 fl acre feet This affects the people vnder

oiie system a group numbering 7 0oa It can readily be seen that close cooperatioa
between the co i ssioner of fat r1 istricts 11 ane 68 is mos important There

was one water user rho refused to put in three headgates and me suring devices
when ordered to do so in writing Fourteen aays later he changed his mind and now

addresse th Water Co nissioner as Mister

WATER DIS ii CT

it has been neeessar to co mnenee a program of straightening t p administration of
flow and stora e rights on some stream in this district and to conIInence forcing

eha bilitation of neglected dams iie find that condemnation and heavy restriction
of storage or co plete denial of storage is the o i tnoa which ppears to secure

n results We have condemned tb ollowixig reservoir dams Griifith 1 3 and

1 o Coon Cre and Scales 1 and 3 on Ka nah Ereek I etters are out on the

Griffiths and the principal owner of tlae Scales l and 3 has been notified in person
of the situation He or they will be f rther notified in writing latter 3h

Forest Service has coopera t ri in this distri ct wheri nesessary

There is a gre t deal of interest in the Gollbran Fro ect locall Commissioner

Saut ders has been notified by sul ribexs of the Collbran Project that he will be
no longer needed when it is o iet a on Cottonwood Creek and Bull Cres3 When

the sutiZriberS start ge ting 73 of the water they signed up for on a T00 basis

r anticipa te I r Sa nders wil or a while b somewh t more bus han usual
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In removing a bea4er da z f rom Grifiith 3 this office and Co anissian r Saunders
got a ood scare The spill av stzrted cutting back to the storage basin
Fortur eriatel we ran otat of water before we did spi lway

Fili ag of a 19 1 decree ended rith usy an adminiatr tive probZem on Indian Creek
as it set aside a flow and storage right under a 1912 decree For some reason the
d cree was never filed in our office

Ir 1955 we will eontinue working on the reservoirs in need of repairs and rehabzlitation
Ther is now a good raad into Cat onwood Creek f rom Bonh n Reservoir

WAT t DiSTRiCT 59
This past season of 95g ad n i nistration was e tended up Ea st River and t ibutarie
f rom A mont NortY de are so accus tomed tor hear the avera ge ax er i n this
dis xiet state tha his land is different hat it is underlaii wi h gravel a rd
hence we were son ahat surprised to learn that the major lands in this area are
a iost all of this typ and requ3 res lots of aater SomB areas of this distriet
have good soil which is reasonably deep It appears that on the East River clrainage
there are more gravel bed s with a thin layer of soil than possibly any other draina
i n this distriet Aciministration it appears by the strict letter o the law
wi 11 stop irrigation or 50 to 75 of the lands under ditches from two weeks to one
monthearlier than we are aecustomed This could w believe be eount red by a
change in me hods of irrigation This may take p ace s stem of rotatiors can
be workec3 out tr th senior wate rights People in this district cuss each other
but ar pretty good about cooperating with one another

We estimate Co nissioner och saved appro rnately 35 000 to 4Q 000 acre feet of
storage for Taylor Park Reservoir Return iloti rs of 75 to 80 do not obtain on

the Gizrinison iver in Iate July and August po u ar opinion na aithstanding The

saving taas ma de by ruru ing flow by he decrees to th e right i7 OWriEY S and by
shuttir g do rn alI flows in excESS of their rigntful amounts or junior in dat of

the 1913 decr e fbx the Gunnison I annel PTo call from Water District l 0 at Delta
was ade this gear ior water to be run past the unne

Comm ssioner Koch discovered a ditch running water in late Augu st with a 4er3r junior
decree As the diteh t as carrying bout 75 cubic feet per second and its location
was not known to him until gugus t 1958 he was quite put out about the whole
business of running water

Each ear a few more headgates srillways and measuring devices itiake it easier and
better to run the water in this district The water users oi Water Ilistrict 59 axe
becoming storage conscious

WAT DISTRICT 0
In this distr3 e removal of our recor er fram tl measuring station above the Gurleyr

Reservoir 3n the filling ditch anc eauesti ci i le o ake the measurements
and records at the point oi diversion as e nated our jor administrative problerr
for t e Norwood ox Wrights iylesa area Te have minor pr blem an Hastings P Iesa
which presented no real trouble in 195
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A new pipe line is in working order for domestic water deliveries Exchanges between

reservoir storage and flow have been made for those periods of time when there would
be no flow ava3lable for the pa line Ther were no problems brought to our at ention

in 195 it is a sma1T bu t wel run c istrict

WATEEt DISTl ICT 62
There were no outs anding problems in this district in 195 other tY an w were calleci

in T ke City to make a report on the Flood condition in the spring season on two
occa sions

The airport was damaged as it was predicted that it could be under some conditionS
E rtra money given the Co antg saved all bridges and most road beds This office has
been requested to map the airport iver area by the County Coauni ssioneri which we
p an on doing in the immediate future

3n this particul r distric there was no water shortage the principal trouble spots

being Cebolla and EIk Cr ek areas RunafffTows were reported more than am e b r
Co ssioner Koch for the 195g season Foch reports that removal of beaver from
Pti rderhorn Creek resulted in an ample all stu er supply ior that Creek in 195

e made a trip to ake Cit with 3r och in regard to the Trading Post ell which
was drill d th no pex m t The request was in the mail when we arrived

A3 ong the main Gunnison River some trouble is being experienced in getting adequa te
headgat s and measuring devices in the Andrews Ditches 1 and 2 the Browning and
the Jahn A Adams ditches Written no iee and ac ion by statate aill be resvr ed to
by Gommissioner goch in 1959

6 I TER DISTE I T 63
Commi s ioner Saunc ers reports no special problems for this district After getting
headgates and paxshall flumes ir stalled on es Creek tlzere is wa Ger for almost all
users At about the lower l 3 point on Wes E Cre k there is a contact line between

ranite f om the Uncompahgre igneous uplift and the sedimentary rock downstream
e find a heavy fl ow of water at thi point which will satisiy all priorities below

this point Some three or iour ditches abo4e must be regulateci for one or two early
decrees As a result of unus conditions a most no one has to do without some rater

WATEE iJIST SGT 6
In this dis trict afiairs were ver quiet during 195g Co ssioner 1Voble started out
on a progra n of etting worn out r easuring devices re laced as fast as possible He
ha s h d qui e a bit of success to date During 1959 he expects to have a great many
head ates for his district replaced By working very closely with I Nobl we

founel t at strict adher ee to the decree lists p s7nits greater acreage in his
district to be crell irrigated than it has been in the past few years 1957 did not

require him to do other than keep records and ras hi5 first year as Cor issioner
In 195 he was able to hold hi district up to about priority 10 while giving
District L the waters they were entitled to ior the 60 day critical part of the
stmmmer As 3958 was a season in hi5 distrie aher men are seAar ted from the bogs
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he appears to us to pass tai h fl ing colors

9UBJEC7

There is some awakening to he need oi storage reservo rs by people in this district
rom 5 704 to 10 00 aere feet wou d solve aJ l shortages of concern ao mor

seasons such as 1958 and Com nissioner Noble shou d have everytkzin runnirig on a
reasonable basis His cooperation with Co issioner Glendening has taken quite a
load from my shoulders and has done more fox good public relations in genera for
onx complete departnen han I dreamed possible No ane likes to see his ditch shut
off however if Yie knotas he is getting air play he respects the situation

3x conclusion we will stat i we h ad an unusually bus season as far as field work
is concerned ri ht up to I ovember 15 e had four more reservoir inspections to

ake rhen he last stox s ruc3 c n Gra d 2esa In Deeeml er we rill cosnplete the
inspections lef at lower elevations Te have about t ao k eeks correspondence on
dams wai ing after completion of this repor

T Te have had quite a turnover of co ssioners in the past ten yeaxs We feel our

present group is the best re have had to date Fe wish to thank your office and its
members ior our and their hElp and cooperation

iiery truI yours

i

J
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