STATE OF COLORADO

IRRIGATION DIVISION NO. 4

MONTROSE
FREDERICK W. PADDOCK
IRRIGATION DIVISION ENGINEER
ROOM 7, COURT HOUSE
P. O, BOX 15 SUBJECT:
Nevember 23, 1957 Annual Repert 1957

/»

Mr, J. E., Whitten
State Engineer
Denver, Celorade

Dear Sir:

I herewith submit my annual report. Generally speaking 1957 was prebably the
wettest year knewn for Irrigstien Divisien #4, In checking with the water
commissioners and with varieus persons in the farming and ranching game in
varieus cemmunities we learmed that 1957 was tee wet to give maximum preduc-
tien, and high quelity in hay and grain creps. Steckmen tell us that lambs
came off the high country ranges, and that while they were large in size,
they were not fat; and that steers came eff the ranges 50 te 150 peunds per
animal lighter than usual. Relling out an occcasienal head eof grain cenfirms
that the grain kernels are net as filled eut as they sheuld be. Ve are theee-
for¥ forced to conclude that an exceptienally wet year is geed teo f£ill reser=-
veirs, and it is alse geed te alleviate water shertages semewhat; but on the
whoele it is bad fer our cemmunities.

Water District #28, there is neo repert‘and ne bills were submitted teo us for
work. It is eur understanding that ne ditches had te be shut off en the
Cecheteopa Creek and its tributaries in 1957. Water users regulated their
ewn headgates a8 it suited them.

Water District #40 had an unusual amount ef reserveir repair activity this
vear, as well as some new constructien. In all we inspected feur new reser-
voir dams and sites, and feur repair# and enlargement jobs., There is ne
compayri8anbetween the jobs turned eut new with carryslls and rollers,and the

embankments that were put up by dump wagens and recllever type scrapers in
the past. All of the work done in Wathr District #40 in 1957 appeared well
dene.

We are experiencing trouble with U.S8.-S.C.S. personwel¥ trying te write and
appreve their ewn specificetiens on reservoir dams. They even have a man
bearing the title of State Engineer.: In twe cases soeme of their work has
turned ocut peerly indicating wreng type of personmel¥ orcarelessness on their
part.

So far as direct flow and storage were concerned this year, there were ne
conflictiapss.

Water District #41 had an unusual year. It is one of our most over approp-
riated districts., The water commisiener had ne ditches to regulate--merely
keep recerds.



Seme new measuring devices will be installed in the lower part of the District
near Delta prier te the 1958 seaseon.

The Fish and Game Dept., Sweitzer lake Reserveir Dgm appeared in geod shape
this year. There were no drownings reported in it in 1957. So far there is
ne appearance of excessive leakage or other treuble. The outlet valve werks
are housed in a well-like structure where it is lecated. The commissiener
has ne leck and key for it, altheugh he has requested one several times.

The Olathe City Keservoir was net visited this year. It was unnécessary teo
shut off the Gray's Creek Ditch to supply the Olathe City Reservoir in 1957,
In any ordinary year this is always dene.

Only a pertion ef storage of the twe Buckhorn Reserveirswas used, The Llittae
Buckhern filled as usual, while the Big Buckhern filled to within five feet
of the spillway, the highest peint ef sterage en record in 70 years. The
operaters used 61.6 Ac. Ft. of storage from the larger reserveir, and lef%®
the balance for 1968.

Many cemplaints were made about tee much water., The Uncompahgre Valley Water
Users delivered 100% en demand te all users this seasen, excepting at a few
points in thier system where the supply ditches are teeo small teo make such
delivery. The reason for the cemplaints, ef ceurse, was the unusual and ex-
gcessive rainfall.

Further figures reveal that the Uncompahgee River furnished abeut 46.85% of
Mermal at Colena in 1956, and in the irrigatien seasen of 1957 it furnished
151.57% of ormal} 87,976 acre feet compared te 249,667 acre feet of this
year's run. '

Water District #42 experienced an excellent water year en Kahnah Creek and
en Plateau Creek and tributaries. '

There is, hewever, a small creek knewn as Indian Creek which has a problem.
There have been several decrees written which unless studied ever frem the
first ene eof 1912 te the last one of 1941 can be quite cenfusing. After/
finding the recerdsrstraight and the prierity lists in agreement this office
made a written ruling, which while net satisfactery teo either side has het
yet been eppealed.

The Céllbran Preject has been started. Once delivery ef water has started
under this preject, there will be guite a few headaches for the liater Cem-
missiener#. The Bureau of Reclamatien sold 25% more water then they will
have available for delivery. Actually this is their preblem, not emrs, how-
ever we have had experience previeusly with the prejects planned and built
by the Bureau ef Reclamation. They are quite prene te pass the buck when
there is less than 100% ef water for delivery. This is going to necessatate
twe er three mere deputies in this district due to exchanges and filling

of reserveirs with ditches on feur streams. The reasen I say this is bec-
ause they will use four natural streams Sor carriers, in which there are
numerous flew and storage desimeosdec vee s,



Water District #59 lest clese te 50 headgates and 11 Parshell measuring dev-
ices due to high water. Mr., Koch, Water Commissiener, alse reports extensive
flood damage, to fields and crops as well as the above ditches.

North of Gunnisen the Gunnisen cut around and started running heavily in
Clarks Stream, a miner branch eof the Gunnison River, used with a headgate add
measuring device as a decreed ditch feor meny years. We lost a paeging statien
en Willow Creek at Taylor Park. This is gage abave Taylor keservoir.

Neo water was run frem Tayler Park Reservoir storage until lst ef Octeber. Tdtado
storage is 107,000 acre feet, and is now appreximately 90,000 acre feet.

This effice and the Water Commissicner were called en te make two water meas-
urements in a case invelving twe litigants. Measurement revealed 26 cif's. was
being run te twe parties of which ene party was using 17 cfs. en 90 acres sfid
the other party was using 8 cfs. en 300 acres. It is net surprising that this
‘case was settled out of court.

While Tayler Reservoir is the principal sterage preject in Water District #59,
there are several small prejects. Officially we have no knewledge of storage
being used in this distriet in 1957. All reservoir water run was redéased fer
the safety ef the impeunding structure.

Water District #60 had an exceptional year. Sterage reserveirs all filled,
~all ditches ran a full head almost all seasen.

The Farmers Water Developement Company became invelved in three way litigation
in 1956, It started out with five parties suing the company. A referee wus
appeinted by the ceurt, whe questioned the measuring devices and registers

put in under the supervision ef the Water Commissioner. The referee admits
that much te his surprise, the measuring devices de work, We are, hewever,
going to have te require one n®w autematic register te replace an old one.
This year things have changed-only three ef the present plaintiffs are ef the
original five, and seme thirty to ferty ether parties have been made third
party interveners.

The Farmers ilater Developement Company now plans te make a new imprevement by
installing anether or additional outlet pipe in the Dam eof the Gurly Keservoir.
Neo storage was used this year, and about 3000 acre feet were released in Sep-
tembere. and October te relieve pressure on the dam. This was dene voluntarily.

Due to the season there were neo erdinary er ususl conflicts or battles over
water. ’

Water District #61 ren an unusually great ameunt ef water. As you knew it is
a small district, and will for the mest part run an average ef 6000 acre feet
of sterage and flew. The Buckeye Reservoir filled to capacity ef 3800acre ft.
and a little ever 6000 acre feet of flow was delivered. It has been several
years since we have had any problems in Weter District #6l. Commissiener
Garber dees an excellent job. ‘



Water District #42 has the headgate of the Gunnison Tunnel in it. This year
fer the firgt time since the Taylor Park Reserviir came inte use, ne storage
water was used. With a capacity of ¥efs., a flew of 500 te 550 cfs. was run

a great deal of the seasen, £hy o 1_:2 Ffoumaal,

On the main Gunnison River there were four headgates and Parshall flumes lost
due te fleod water. The heaviest loss being to the relatively new Blackstock
Ditch, which in additien te the headwerks, lost an entire mile frem the head-
gate dawr%?+ "8n the second of August, 1957, there was 7 cfs., in this ditch run=-
ning inte it selely due to the elevation of the surface of the rlvq;.

The cemmissiener reports 7 large headgates in ether parts ef Water Ulstrlct
#62 WE e also /os‘f‘

The Fish and Game Department have several reserveirs in this District which
apparently they de not intend te get decteed. We have alse recemmended in -
writing thay they file them with your office, with plans, which we learn has
not been dene. This is beginning te make administrative preoblems for us.,
This may in the future, however, make worse problems for them, however thaj
will be their problem, not eurs.

Water District 763 is a small District and is handled by Mr. Saunders, regular
commissioner of Water District #42., He has don@ an excellent job, so well
that any persen in our department can ge inte this distriet and state thet le

is a member of your department and be well received. All he did was insist
right at the start headgates and Parshall flumes fer everyene--no exceptiens.
When his erders were complied with, it was found by all that with adequate
spillgatesand measuring flumes, all get a fair share of the water. Squabbles
and complaints never reach this eoffice now, as they did a few years back.

Water District #68 has a new Water Commissioner and we now get reports, at ¥
least this year at any rate. There were ne shortages of water feor this dist-
rict this seasen, which in turn aidg in furnishing water for Water District
#41. We are glad the new commissioner, lir. Howard Noble of Rigeway, had an
easy year to start. Present appearances indicate next seasen should be easy
teo. We hope so. We are very happy he is getting eoff to a geed start.

In cenclusien we will state that eur present eight water cemmissioners are

a fine greup of men te werk with, and that their successes are our suseesses
end their troubles our troubles. It has to be that way in erder that they as
well as myself are te be enabled to de a very successful jeb. This office
can bégin to see some tangible accomplishments in our Division #4, of which
the Water Commissioners and myself are justly preud.

We wish te thank yeur effice and personueh for your help and coeperation. A
list ef tabulations of the Water Commissieners fellews.

Very truly yours,
5;;}£¢;¢4ZVéy:ﬂézﬂ4¢;1?é{/

Frederick W, Paddeck
Irrigatien Divisicn Engineer #4
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