
7ATE OF COLORADO

IRRIGATION DIV1510N NO 4

MONTR05E

FREDERICK W PADDOCK
IRRIGATION DIVISION ENDINEER

ROOM 7 COURT HOL19E

P O BOX 15

N vember 23 1957

Mr J Ihitten

State En ineer

Denv r Colorad

Uear Sir

S U BJ EGT

Annual Repert 1957

I herewith submit tny annual report Generally speaking 1957 ras pr bably the
wettest year kn4wn for Irrigati n Divisien 4 In checking with the water
c nmissioners and with various persons in the farming and ranching game in
va rieus communities we learned that 1957 was tmo wet to give ma ximuzn preduc
tion and high uality in hay and grain crops Stockrnen tell us that lambs

came aff the high cc untry ranges and th t irhile they were lar e in size
they rrere nmt fa and that steers came eff the ranges 50 t 150 pounds per

animal lighter than usual R llin csut an occasi nal head of grain cenfirms

that the grain kernels are net as filled ut as ti ey shauld be 1tie are the

f r farced to conclude that an exceptimnally wet ye r is gead to fill reser
v irs and it is also g ed to alleviate water sh rtages somewhat but on the

wh le it is bad f r aur comrcunities

VYater District 28 ther is na report and n bills were submitted t us far

work It is ur understanding that no ditches ha d te oe shut ff en the

C chetopa Creek and its tributaries in 1957 i ater users regulated their

own headgates as it suited thein

iater District 40 had an unusual amount ef reservoir repair activity this
year as well s some new cc nstructimn In all re inspected f ur new reser

vmir dams and sites an fe z repair F and enlargement jobs 2here is n

cmmpa c jaAl tbetiveen the j bs turned eut noHr with carryalls and rollers and tY
embanl nents that were put up by dump w gens and r llaver type scrapers in

the past All mf the work d ne in VVathr District 40 in 1957 appeared well

done

Pde are experiencing trouble with U S S C S person l trying to write and
approve their awn specifica ien r servoir dams They even have a ma n
bearing the title of 5tate Engineer In two cases same of their work has

turned out p erly indicating wrong type oi person el orcarelessness mn their

part

So far as direct il w and stmra e were c ncerned this year there were n

c nf lict as

6 ater District 41 had an unusual year It is one of our m ost over approp
riated da stricts The water emnnnisi r er ha n0 ditches tn regulate merely

keep rec rds



Some netiv easu ing deviees will be installed in the le er part f the District

near nelta pri r to the 1958 seasmn

The Fish and GaMe Dept Sweitzer e Reservoir D m appeared in good shape
this year here were nm dr vunin s reported in it in 1957 So far there is

n appearance of excessive leakage r other trmuble The outlet valve works

are housed in a well like strL3cture here it is located The commissioner

ha s no lock and key for it alt i ugh he has requested ne several times

The Olathe City N eserBOir vaas nat visited this year It was unn cessary tv
shut off the Gray s Creek Ditch to supply the Olathe City Reserv ir in 1957
Tn any rdinary year this is always done

Only a p rti n i storage of the tw Buckhorn ReservcirS s used 2 he Litt e
uckharn filled s usual hile the i Buckharn filled to within fige ieet

i the spillway the hi hest point of storage mn record in 70 y ars The
peratars used 61 6 c t i stera e fro the larger reserv ir and leit

the balance f ar 1958

any C@ plalrit5 were ma e about to0 much water The Uncompahgre Valley kuater
Users delivered 10 on demand t a11 users this seas n exceptin at a f ew

tioints in thier system where the supply ditches are t o sma11 to make such
deli ery The reas0n for the camplaints f cmurse xras the unusual an d ex

4 cessive rainfall

Further figures regeal that the ITnc3mpahgEe Riqer furnished ab ut 46 5 0 oi
rI armal at C lcna in 1956 and in the irrigatian seasan f 1957 it iurnished

151 57 0 of d ormal 87 976 acre feet compared ta 249 667 acre feet of this
year s run

ater District 42 experienced an excellent water year on Kahnah reek and

an Plateau reek and tributaries

There is h wever a sma 11 creek wn as Indian Creek which ha s a problem
There have been several deerees written which unless studied ver f rmm the
iirst one f 1912 to the last ne of 1941 c n be quite confusin Aiter

finding the rec rderstre icht and the pri0rity ists in agreement this ffice
made a written rulin whieh while nat satisfact ry to either side ha s ot

yet been a pealed

The Cillbran Pr ject has been started Once delivery af water ha s started
under this project there will be quite a ieJ headaches fflr the ttiater L m
missioner E The Bureau of keclamation sold 25f more water than they will
have vailable for delivery Aetually this is their problem not anrs how

ever we have had experience previ usly with the projects planned and built
by the Bureau f Reclamation They are quite prone tm pass the huck when
there is less than 10 of water for delivery This is going to r ecessatate
tw r three more deputies in this district due tv exehanges and filling
mf reserva irs with ditches on fmur sireams The reas n I say this is bec
ause they will use f mur natural streams or carriers in which there are

umer us fl w and st r e d m c re s



m

V ater District 59 l st cl se tm 50 headg tes and 11 Parshall measuring dev
ices due t high water ir Kach 4ater Comr issi ner also reports extensive

fl od dama e t fields and crops as well as the above ditches

1 rth of Gunnismn the Gunnisc n cut ar und and started running heavily in
Clarks Strea a minor branch af the Gunnison Fciver used with a headgate arid

measuring device as a decreed ditch f r many years YVe lost a z aging stati n
on ill w Creek at 2aylor Park This is a e a c ve Taylor keservmir

No water was run frvm Taylmr Park Reservoir storage until lst t Oct ber T 4 o

storage is 1U7 000 acre feet and is now aoiarexii ately 90 000 acre ieet

This oif ice and the tivater Cammissioner were called n ta make two water meas

urements in a case inv lving tw liti ants Iieasurement revealed 26 cf s was

being run to tw s parties of whi h one party was using 17 cfs n 90 acres s d

the other party was using 8 cfs mn 300 acres It is n t surprisin that this

case was settled out i court

While Taylor Reserv ir is the principal starage praject in uuater District 59

there are several small prejects Oifici lly we ha ve na rtowledge os storage

being used in this district in 1957 All reservoir water run was re ased f r

the safety f the impounding structure

Water District 60 had r excepti nal year Storage reservairs all filled

all ditches ran a full head almost all seasen

The armars Vl ater Developement Company becalae inv lved in three wa liti atic n

in 1956 It started out v rith five parties suing the company A referee wa s

appminted y the court wh questimned the measuring devices and registers
put in under the supervisi n f the saater Commissioner The ref eree admits

that much to his surprise the measuring devices d work VYe are however

oing to have tm require one new automatic re ister tm replace an old one
I his year things have changed only three f the present plsintiffs are f the

original five and smme thirty to f rty ather parties have been made third
part interveners

The Fa mers ater Develepement Company n w plans tA ma k a neva irnprovement by
installin an ther or aaditional outlet pipe in the Dam of the Gurly rieservoir
tio storage vas used this year and ab ut 3CJ0 acre feet were released in Sep
tember and t7ctober tm relieve pressure on the dam 7 his was dane voluntarily

Due to the seasen there were nm mrdinary r ususl conflicts or battles aver

wra ter

V ater District 61 ran an unusually great amount f water As you lrnow it is

a srnall district and wiil f or the most part run an average f 6000 aere feet

f sterage and flmw The Buckeye Reservoir filled ta capacity f 3800acre ft

and a little ever 6000 acre feet of flow wras delivered It has been sever l

years since vre have had any problems in tiWater District 61 Commissioner

Garber d es an excellent job
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Y ater District r2 has the headgate f the Gunnison Tunne in it This year
imr the fir t ti e since the Taylor Park Reserviir came ir t use n starage

w ter was used Vdith a capacity mf cfs a flow oi 500 to 550 efs as run

a great deal of the seas n sd
7 H 7 h 7 u r 7

On the main Gunnison River there were f ur headgates and Yarshall ilumes l st
due t0 fl od water rhe heaviest loss being to the relatively nevr Blackstock
Ditch which in addition to the headwsrks last an entire mile ir m the head

gate downA
Str

n the secmn f Kugust 1 57 there was 7 cf s in this ditch run

ning into it solely due to the elevation i the suriace oi the river

r

The cammissioner repmrts 7 large head ates in ther parts oi aater yistrict
g2 wr rm a s o o y

2 he ish ar d Game Department h ve sever l reservoirs in this T istriet which
apparently they dA nc t intend to get dec eed e have als rec irunended in

writin the they iile them with y ur ofiice rith plans urhich we learn has
not been dAne This is be innin to make administra ive preblems f or us
This may in the future however make worse problems fQr them however tha
will be their problem not urs

fater District 63 is a small istrict and is handled by Tv1r Saun ders regular

commissioner ai tia er District 42 r e has don an excellent job so well

tha t any pers n in aur department can go into this distriet dnd stste that he
is a menber of your department and be well received iill he did was insist

right at the start head ates and F arsiaall flumes for everyane n exceptions

dl hen his mrders were compLed with it was i und by all that with adequate
spillgatesand measuring ilumes all get a fair share f the water Squabble
and cor plair ts never reach this mifice no r as they did a few years back

tiater District 68 has a new iiater Co aissioner and we nmw get rep rts at

least this year at any rate There rere nv shorta es mf vrater f ar this dist
riet this eason wt ch in turn aid4 in furnishin water for V ter Distriet
41 ue are glad the new com issioner Tv r Howard ble of kigeway had an

easy ye r to start resent appearances indicate n eat seas n should be easy
t o ue hope so e are very happy he is etting ff to a g md start

In eanclusion we vrill state that our present ei ht vaa ter c m issioners are
a fine gr up af inen to wark with and tha t their successes are ur suQaesses

and tneir troubles our tr ubles It has to be that way in arder that they as
well as m self are t be enabled to d a very successful jab This ffice
can kegin ta see s@me tan ible accornplishments in ur Division 4 of vhich

the uate C mmissioners and myself are justly proud

Vde wish t thank yAUr ofiice and persunn e ior your help ana cooperation
list f tabulations i the V4ater Commissi ners f ll ws

Very truly y eurs

i u

Frederick W Pad ck

Irrigation Divisicn En ineer 4
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