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1956 Annual Report

e have just completed a study of the ilow at C olona Golorado of

the Uneompahgre River f or a 30 year period tie iind some vcry interesting

inforn tion The average annual flow at this point was found to be 155 000

Acre Feet ior the 30 year period iring the last 10 year period we

found the average to be 84 of norma l e also found that i n 6 of the

last 10 years the f low at Golona v as below the 30 year verage One striking

thing is tha t 195 produeed everal thousand cre Feet less han 1934

We shall continue our studies i or what help it urill be ior the commissioners

involved

Crops on the whole were below normal in yield in Division our tYt s ye r

however quality has been excellant for the most part

4 Tater I istrict 8

One new storare reservoir was put in operation in 1956 on Razor

Creek This brough up a problem oi water measurement not heretvf ox encountered

by the wa ter users invol aed It w e s solved by means of parsha 11 flumes

and a fe er headgates The State ame and ish men v ry courteously removed

beaver after which omm issian er Hicks dynamited the beaver dams Other

than the above there was only ordinary routine administration in this

wrater district this year r icks vvorks too f ew days to a ke a report

or keep recorcis in his district

i a ter liistrict 40

There wag unusual activity in reservoir construction and reservoir



w

rehabilitaticm in i fater District 40 during 1956 e are at present completing

those reports oi inspections e made which we have not et filed with

your oifice The U S C S men tell me that any infox ation on reports

they give me on reservoir construction under their supervision shall not

be official fi he S C S will probably find that all written reports and

letters from this office are official The S C S nen hm ve let me rinow

tha t they are to be eonsidered as naving the last word on reservoirs

canstruction while our department is a1loWed the priviledge of assuming

all responsibility in case of failure Yti inf ormed the S C S men that

this office expects a certificate in regard to the pertormance on construction

specifications an d whether they were followed or not prior to us ma king

x1y sort of recomr endations to your office To date we have received no reports

oward the end of the season v1e received a complaint on liirty G orge

Creek from direct flovir users a ainst the Granby Res S rstem

Considering the year there were few coripla nts frozn Ulater istrict 40

i r abinson is doing an e eellent job

fliater Listrict 41

itr 3exter Valker retired as d ter Gom nissioner and wa s replaced

by r Ralph Glendenin V e f l Idr lendening has done an excellent

job as goad or better than several of our experienced men have done

His background includes 6 years as a ditch rider on a Reclarr tion 1 roject

ti ith his help we rsonducted measurements to bring our Uistrict 41 68

priority lists up to date Vde have novr co pleted this work and shall

continue using the new lists until some later evidence may be had which

vuill necessitate revising thera again In spite of the extremely short

vv ter year we believe that the a erage vuater user is rell pleased with

Ir Glendening s wor He is doing an xpert job in his distriet

M les d rcin fl terpained shrink in enton Creek on teservoirs which

had not heretofore been done in brater i istrict 41

Vliater istrict 42

It was necessary to conde t vo reservoirs damsin ater liistrict 42

early in the season ommissioner Saunders enf orced our orders to the

letter and as result e fell he wrks very instrumental in causin the

immediate repair of the two conder ned reser oir de ns



r Saunders the ster ommissioner is gettin goo cooperation

from his wa ter us rs wt this time is records are i proving eery rapidly

e has q ite a domestic vv ter problem ane oi these aays at some da t

in the near future the o mers of decreed artesion wells in ater istrict

42 uvill rise up nd demand administration Ve had this come up three

or four ears ago at which time vae refused the protesting users serv e

There are three water bearin sands in uater istrict 42

Ye hope a good round water statute will be passed in the near future

i e believe it to be one of olorado s immediate needs

Y r Roy Kennick a deputy dter Commissioner resigned this season

and was replaced by 1Gir j eorge Pickens lahile we were sorry to see Roy

leave we are v ery happy to have such a ood man to replace him

ahnah Creek now requires annual administration 1 he tovms of

Palisade and Fruita are posing problems of double stora e and storage

of nriority flow on the respective streams fror which they o tain their

vva ters

14 r Saunders trys to enticipate his hot spots ahead of time and be

prep red in advanee to handle them properly when they come up H is

doing an excellent job

Water District 59

r Henry och installed approximately 50 parshall f lumes t is se s n

The majority of them are 4 or larger in size A survey of bIr Kochs

istrict 5 indicates that he s ed down strea v rater users approxima tely

25 000 cre eet oi storage from aylor Park ain alone This does not

take into account a very sizable araount of water he likewise distributed

correctly from direct f low Administratior of East Civer was started

during 1956 1 dministration of Ohio Greek 11 be f ormally demanded

we belie e in 1957 vr 1958 Ohio Creek vuas so badly over decreed in

the firs adjudication that no account af its v aters need be made rith

other streams along the Uunnison xiver 1r ioc is doin a very good

job in this district

ater vistrict 60

Tovrard the end of the irrigati n season clue to the heavy demand

f or water the urley Reservoir vras dravm down to a very low level revealing



two leaks The two leaks h ve been rep ired principally with a bentonite

mix as recommended by yc ur office Ye are using grout to repair the outlet

tunnel as it turned out to be the only economical v ay re ould do it

iNhhen the work is finally com leted this affice will make you a detailed

report of the same

b6x Sullivan the i ter ommissioner had the usual problerns in tiater

District 60 that all Commissioners have in a dry year

The Syl an Reservoir Uam he s r ot yet been brought up to meet the

Specifications approved f or it

Yater i istrict 61

In any ordinary year lo rr dra s i to a point nere there is wa r

f r the iirst 12 to 14 prioritys This year i ir i7arber ha d to shut back

to number 4 F or perspecilive we shoulci keep in Fnind there are 59 active

pr rities Tnere are 6 or 7 irri ation wells pumpin wa ter frcm a d th

of approximately 60 feet It is the opinion of this office based on some

personal kn owlea e and some other small amount of evidence that some or

all of these wells are responsible for a part oi this years shortage of

water due to lowerin the nat tral ground eeater table

As i the case of ater istrict 42 we hope we et a ground water code

before too lon There was no appreciable stor e in 1956 in Water District 61

r Garber handles l ater i istrict 61 in a fine manner

iater Listrict 62

l omestic Wrter is beginning to be an annual problem in dater istrict

62 principally on the lue and Little Cimmarron Creeks iil ra rs we p ave

the feilow who says You gotta give me stock wr ter ar d then trys iD

irrigate vrith it and always he has to learn the hard way by having

to haul water TherP re some reser oir possibilities in this districti

but talk is as far as they get

Water istrict 63

The people of this district petitioned tis or a deputy coirmiissioner

to ser e under r S unders We do not recommend any additional help

at this date in Water L istrict 63 r S unders report sho s 4609 i cre

Feet run for the season There is only one G reek involved and all f low

after July 1 is from springs This makes f or an extremely static eondition

Feservoir water w s no problem this year as there w s none L r Saunders



xater users speak well of him in ater istrice 63

ater istrict 68

e had a hard time with this district this yeer or the iourth

consecuti e year we have received no report Administration ha s beer

extre iely poor and s eps have rad to be taken to correct it

Conclusion

P ople in Irri ation Uivis c n 4 are becoming rater cor scious with

a much dif f erent concetit in 1956 than reviously e believe the past

ten years of which six oi them were drouth years have brought this about

It is bringing a true conception of Colo ad o s wrater lati and its basis

home to all on he vunnisen River Shed Our people realize now that one

carnot li e two or three counties away upstreasn nd ignore his neighbor

downstrean There no doubt wili never by a 100 agreement that this

should be but there will be a genuine ma ority This m k a f or a

better understendin of the other person s problem as well as your ovm

On the beha lf of seven water commissioners sr d myself I wish to

thank you f or the help and service we have received f rom SJou and your

staff

Pg

Very truly yours

Frederick i Paddock
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