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December 27 1956
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nnual Report 1955

Inclosed please find r report for 1955 I remember reading it from a penciled
copy and teliing Ir itten I rould mail him a typevrritten copy at a laterdate

Since all I haae f ound in my file is the original handwritten report T must

not have ever typed and sent in my report I am theref or mailing you in todays
letter a copy oi the hand written report wrhich I read last year

rankly I am still red behind the ears to find that I overlooked the report

ap d typeing it after reading it

Very truly yours
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Dear Sir

STATE OF COI ORADO

IRRI 3ATION DIVISION NO 4

MDNTR05E

SUBJECT

December 27 1956 1955 nnual Repart

The following cor stitutes our annual report to your off ice for the year of 1955

In general we ha i c ar extremely poor rater year from the standpoint of

available upply The water supply was extremely short enerally speaking

thruout the rvn off seasor the me jor portion of the strearns ran off in such

fashion as to mature grain crops and first cutting hay nicely In as much as

we entered the ivionth of B sy with good soil moisture conditions the water shcr tage

began to show up at the end of the period of the first cutting of hay

In late June we had one od rain and in Au ust we had three very good

rains hile there wras some crop dama e it held ilo rs more or less static

The extreme pressure f or water came ir September at which time se4eral checks

in the ivision showed a f low ofapproximately 5 percent of f loc d f lc ws and

10 to 20 percent of f lo a we usually expect to see in September

For exampl e have seen the Uncompahgre civer dovm to 25 or 3U cf s at

Coloaa an t o occasions in the past few ye rs This ye r it drppped to 10 cfs

in September at Colona A flo r check on Leroux Creek showed approxi tely 3 00

cf which normally vi11 produce 10 efs at this same time This cut back in

supply to k place in about one weeks time af ter the last rain

Crops rere excellent in Division 4 in 1955 Livestock eame off the high

range in excellent shape Lambs ior instance vveighing o zt 95 to 98 pounds

Prices being what they are many stockman and farmers are having tough time

financially
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In water I istrict 28 there wa s a shortage of water in July and ugust

In viev of what we have personally learned in the past f ew years together

with study of past records we have arrived at the conclusion thr t

reservoirs represent the only solution to the shronic shortages of water in

this Distriet B r J Ftoy Hic es is iater Com ission r and is doing an

xeellent job f or the eonditions he administers his district under

1tdU 28 is aPOefully short of adequate head tes and measuring deaices The water

users preier at present to do without water ather than aorrect the situation

This will be the last district in Div j 4 to request daily oomplete dministration

in the Division vr en that time comes

In 1D 40 this year v e got by very ell f or the most part tiue had only

t nro hearin s before the State xigineer and no suits In June of 1955 the District

Court ordered the local water officials to determine the capacity of the

Slide Rock Reservoir l e placed a recorder on the Parshall F1ume below the

ou let eonduit and checked the flow out e also surveyed the capacity by transit

stadia T ro years previously r Leonard Kuiper Re Sur had also surveyed

the Slide Rock for capacity l e checked rithin 2 79 v it i r Kuiper on

capacity by survey U e used a datum which differed by 0 3 in elevation from

Idr uiper

The resu ting capacity tables and capacity curves f rom hyrdographic studies

show th t the ter officials have o rer d liver ed stora e from this reservoir

f or about 20 to 25 years For some unlrno vn reason to us no one was even curious

enou h to demand ny sort of reasonable eff ort to establish i ctually the volume

of the Sli e Kock kes until the 1953 en dj in D 40 was signed liue to

leakage bein so great it inra s not found feasable to determine any amount of

underground storas e ie know it exists t not how much hen the court
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issues its decree we urill learn what the c pacity o this reservoir is

it present we arE usin the latest survey fi ures

r tobinson d ter o nissioner oi VdD 40 and myself at tribute the

let up in litigation and appeals largly to the excellent backin we receive

from the State En ineer and his Deputy and to you gentlemen vre e ctend our thanks

ie are beginninru to have more time to spend on the reservoir situation

Our campaign for ga e rods capacity tables and measuring devices in beginning

to bear fruit Speciiically on Leronx Creek we vvili have to give you a detailed

report vrhich is in preparation to ether vvith maps as it is too long and

involved to be made a p rt of this one C ur entire problem is ne oi

measurer ent nd control of flows and storage Satisfactory settlement will

come only when all in olved know that adequate measurerlents are r ade and reasonably

ood records are kept

In ll 40 339 096 c ft of flow was run and 40 162 Ac ft of storage

vva s run for 1955 makin a tot l of 379 258 ene feet for the Sea son ihe

North Fork nras the heavy producer with 67 292 c it of flow

In 1 iD 41 little trouble was experienced ir T exter dalker ater

Com issioner orally announced hat it would be his l st sea son and that

he intended to retire

VV e are pro ress n at a better pace now in solvin our flow proble s in

the tincom ahgre River v e arf get in better cooperation f rom tne different

ter Users as they are finding in sor e instanves th t they benefit directely

in distributson of flo s r hi h heretofor have been overlooked or

incorrectly run he water Comro issicmer and this oifice metered one flow of
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10 cfs and in checkinF f ound it to be direct flow heretof ar unmeasured or

accounted f or in the Uncompahgre below C olona and from the source involved

runs a fairly constant flow This is stoppin n ar ument oi sveral years standing

This winter we vrill prepare a map of the ter district and divide the Uncompahgre

o a i v

into reach s o a r sult of part studies and each reach will be checked

separ tely in our determination oi ilows next year

it present vsre do not lrnow who Ivir Zralkers successor will be

In VD 42 v e ha re a new i ater Commissioner As nearly as he nd I ean tell

there may possibly be litigation pending on Kahnah Creek i e do not Kn ow hy

so can only assume it in rolves users and no questions of administration

Yde are obtainin control oi a situation in Y D 42 vsrhich has existed f or

some years namely the reservoir owners f or a number of years on the North

side o Grand esa have locked their reservoir valves and ha d their c retake s

release f low under the expert guidance oi che said reser oir owners

Creek flows have varied from no f lows to chaotie f lows How the vJater

officials h ve kept out o litigalion over this vae do not kn ow

fe started oif the 1955 season by puttin a lock on a key reservoir after

removing the owners lock on desa Creek ie then had the regular esa Creek

u r ss

Deputy unlock the gate personally all turns of storage w ter by
fu t r

Co caretaker and then personally all direct flows himself There were

a iew complaints from the Board of Directors to the Co unissioners but none

todate to this office V e hear they ha ve complained to your off ice

On Bull Creek we are inf ormed your orders are being co plied with

in regard to Beaver Reservoir Dam and itsLiniinished spillway

n Engineer has been retait ed to dr r up platls ior rehabilitating of

Colb Horse Park Heservoir Dam which vuas condemned by this office durinb 1955
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Restricted torage to n extent which appears safe ill ae licvved ir i9 6

v e

to prevent undue hardship This irese is used ior an e k han e stora e to

replace flow or ilow run thru to the South side of Urand D2esa by means of

the Le rt Resevoir C o Tunnel The olby Horse Park Stor ge is used on the Ivorth
s

side ofGrand f iesa TYte best figures we have to date are that we ran at 54 671

c ft oi flovr and 14 145 Ac ft of storage in 1fdD 42 durin the 1955 irrigation

season

In iD 59 r rienry Koch con inued instalation of ineasuring devices and

1 sadgates On one day in September he f ound 180 cfs in two ditches er titled

to approximately 75 cfs at the time Taylor Park stora e at that time was furnishing

about 8 to 85 of the flow in the unnison at tl e point They were releasing

600 S c ieet and there tivas approximately 125 cfs it ilow in the Gunnison

Roughly v e believe the project benefited 2U0 cfs by proper administration in

1955 during liugust an d Septembar By a1loWing Taylor Park to commence reiilling

in late Sept of 1954 the Project was able to just f ill Taylor Park Res Uater

spillect f or only 7 d s In 956 it is intended that all users between Almont
4 s r s

and the Gunnison tunnels shall have headgates and devices me tin legal

requirements f or the iirst time 4e prediet that any users are in for quite

a shock when they learn what the truth iB about the flows they are presently

using

On Ohio Creek their was not anyadministration and flows drop ed to 3 a

of the amount needed to iill decrees adjudicated in 1906 F irst 2 dj

Storage use in iVD 59 amounted to about 81 710 xc P t Flows are not computed

to date
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D 60

Some roblems rose in @ 60 the most sermous one in whieh theft of

water occured and we were unable to eonvince the Listrict kttorney to

prosecute In addition to finding the water running in the wrong ditch we

were able to loeate an eye ritness This did us no ood however This is a

u

blow below the belt to the local Iater Commissioner I mi ht add similiar

situatior also occured in TD 40 in an other county that is we could et no nelp

from the Uistrict a tourney or iis assistant There v a s about 7500 Acre feet

of storage used from these reservoirs Flows are not yet compj uted

i 61

There were no par icul r problems this ye r tlr arber the o ater ommissioner

r n vhat ra er he had to distribute and so iar as vre know ha d no undue problems

rie distributed about 9738 1c i t ofrrhich 1690 Kc t vras storage lhe

majority of wa ter he d istributed oribinated in Utah

In a D 62 ir Henry och Yater ommissioner had few proGlems as usual

This ye r they were eaused by exceptienally dryor drouth conditions Sevcral

keservoirs need to be uilt in this area n d the r would fill Users on Powderhorn

Creek started rotating water on July lst

There was a total of abcaut 15 U xcre et stored in 4 reservoirs

In VYD 63 i ie to the extrerle dr uth c nditions it v ras necessary to

appoint the adjoining t orimissioner in ti D 42 as Co unissioner and have him Spend

a few days in the ateway 1 rea on est Creek in Uniweep Canyon Some users

there are be innint to put in head ates and measurin devices

Iast but not leas we r et to tidD 68 wher they sue tate and liivision n ineers

but not ater Commissioners for arbitrartT and capricious conduct in office

e are very happy to report that the case was thro vran out of court
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Very f ew other problems arose in this district however in 1955 lhere

was about 800 acre feet af w ter stored in 11 reservoirs of vhich about 350

acre feet was used to irrigate with Kbout 24 acre feet of w ter came in thru

the ked iountain bitch and at out 2000 ac e feet thru the Garnet eeder

Also the Leopard Creek i itch brought in approximatel r 900 acre ieet

In conclusion we wrill say that we are startin the currant wat r year of

1956 with wet ground and he vy rain after an extremely dry summer and fall

aater users are beconing increasingly awra re of the fact that good records and

easuring devices teach us all a reat deal Some find th t they are nat using

much water Some find that extremely heaBy use oi water necessitates high

prieed draina e systeris Some are finding what the water offieials have lcng

known That is only storage will furnish dependable late season supplies of

r ter

On the beha lf ofboth sr yself and the ei ht ater o unissioners in

3rri ation Livision 4 we thank you for your help in 1955

F11 iP Pg

Very truly yours

c Z

F rederick Yu Paddock


