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SUBJECT

nnual Report

P r uant to otzr annual custom we h rewith submit our annual

report

Ger eral remark fvr Trriga ion Division io 4

In ger eral re have had a poor water year fro tY e standpoint

of water s ppip We entered the s ason wi h fair soil moisture

conditions but with an extrem ly short amount of snow on the sheds

Aio appreciable rain fell u til a aou the first of l ugu t a

thich time hay harvest ra in progress and from then on until

the lst of Octo aer quite a bi of precipitation occurred

Damage occurred in Water Distriets 59 60 62 and 6 due

to dro th esp cially on the small s reams tri utar to tbe Gun

nison and low r Dvlore rivers Rainfall da aged crpps during

th harves season thruout he entire Division Four

By the iddle of O ctober it turned dry again and as thi

repor is written unless condition ehange far the better we

shall r o doubt have anoth r poor rater year in i955 We are

en ering t ie win er season with dry top and subsoil Tt does

not necessar y follow that dry soil means a poor water y ar

but u ually dry soils demand a higl er amount or supply of water
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at a time when there is only a low supply

SpecZfic er arks abou t the individual water di tricts

SUBJECT

In tater Distric 2 we had an extremely poor year and in

a section f rom above uartz Creek to about Sargents m ach hard

ship had to be ndured for he lack of irrigation supply The

side str ams tribu ary o Co hetopa CreEk were praetically dry

by June 1 of 1 51

On Pas Greek it vras necessary to gir e some xtra assistance

tt th Water Cammissioner He had in one instance to file a

complaint aileging molesti g a headgat urider control of the

ia er Commissioner The party so complained against by Commissioner

Hicks was convicted and fined 10 00 and eos s t e appeared as

Mr Hieks witness

1Vumerous complaints were made against I lr Hicks and the

manner h adr ir istered his district In eaeh ease exa in d we

found nei her the appellant nor his neighbor had any sort of
headgate pillgate or measuring d riee Most of them had six

to eight f et high diversion dams whieh Mr Hicks open d up

to le a portion or all oi the available supply of jvater pass in

order to fi11 senior deerees Under the eonditions he worked

v e felt Mr Hick did an xcellent job and we com ended him as

ell as sustaining him in his administratior in writing To date

there is no repor t f om this d i triet We do nvt consider it
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5UBJECT

In ater Distri et 4 the qtt stion of admini stration comes

to our attentio The problem aros from the filling of reser

oirs by awners of Junior reservoir deere s at the expenc e c

senzor decree owners In times past the junior o mers uld

release the urilawf zlly stored vater on ord rs from the wat r

ca is ior er but in 1951 thep r fused o do so Also other

o ers clsir d the use of the illegally stor ed ra ters who may or
p v

may n ot had ar interest in th The com ission r t decided to

refu to run such ucM illegal storage until in stach time as

it beeame legal st rag He ras upheld by this office and the

State Er gineer in turn as it was appeaZed to each of us

T e e pecial problems arising again on Leroux Creek which

we v ill h ve to take up with yo a for the c ming season Each

problem of course must b co sided on its i di idual r erits

The problems consi t of repair of reservoirs and administration
of exehange waters

D ring his month Deg ty Water C mmissioner Harry Graham
pass d away Ccammissioner Robinso is pr sented with the problem

of findi ng a man to rEplace Mr Graham This will be a tough

spot to fill as Mr Graham as a better than average d puty and
wa xtre a lg well acquainted rith his area top graphicall r
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He also had th ability to ge G along wi h peopie even whe making

adverse rulings ie wi11 miss Harry Graham in 1955

In V ater istrict 0 i G ha become necessary to insist an

striet complianc in regard to Sect pn 130 Chapter 90 C A S

i935 in rega rci to capa itp tables gage rods and measuring devices

on Grand M a in the Tongue Creek a er hed We are making fairly

good progre s in getting thi dorie

later District 40 ra a to al of 2b 647 aere fe t of storage

so far reported and has a arry over storage of1932 acre feet for

next season They have decreed storage capacity of 5 700 acre

feet Report on flow i no a ailable at this date ut will be
s y

expect dA quit short as eampared ta an av rage y ar

e find that the 19r4 adjudication is going to ma e quite an

additio al bu deg o the ater commissioner as ater wi11 be

rura on all of the str ams a11 the year around instead of a few

s all amounts in isolated plae s

In Water Distri tq3 there were no partic zlar problems

other than regular routine on s The Buckeye Reservoirs w e

repaired in 1953 and ga re no trouble in 195

The Colorado ish and Game Swei zer 8eservoir Dam w s completed

in the spring of 195l and on the da of our last trip there

At gust af 19y had fill d to 15 5 feet or the gage rod There

4



0

c

STATE OF COLORADO

IRRIGATION DIVI510N NO 4

MONTROSE

FREDERICK W PADDOCK

IRRIGATION DIVISION ENGINEER

ROOM 7 COURT HOLISE

P O BOX 15 sue ECr

are one or two small priori ies below thi dam i Ge but to da e

t ere has be n no conflic a the seni4r appropriat rs have

alvrays i ad their wat rs as needed The co traetor called e o

inspec t the founcia ion rh n he completed exeavation and star ed

backfill He did a nice job ar d tp date here is no appreeiable

seep ge The job as compl ted appear rell done in a11 respe ts

o far as we can tell To date we have no statistics to repor t

In Water District 1 2 the late Roy I Stoddart did an ex

cell nt job in 1954 and during his year f ound the points that

needed special att ntion ith the eoopera ion of th s office he

ad started getting capacity surve s ar d gage rods instal ed on

Bull and Cottonwood Creeks

Due to a shortage of deptaties he found tha he reservoir

c mpanies and o n rs had gotten into th habit of using flov wa ers

originatip above their reser oirs as storag The flow users

withou storage are beco ing ver r bitter about this situation

The ne r an replacing l Tr Stoddart will ha e an easier job than

did ir S c ddart at th tixne he became commissioner

On Iesa Creek an agreemer t we are o d was eonsuma ed be ween

the Mesa Lal e Reser oir Co and the Colorado G e and Fisb epart

me wher bg th Game and Fish Department too over th Resort
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R serPOir and a bid ra let by the Game Departmer t to rehabili ate

and nlarge he Sunset Reservoir Dam a well as the Ae ort

Work on rehabilitation of the Resort wa eompleted in 1932 in

ime for he 1953 storag season

Th 9 unset Reservoir work has b er in progress for two pears

but is not yet complete T ie spill ay was left unfinished in an

extrem ly dangerous condition e thErefor reEOmm nd h avy

r striction of or no allo ance of storage at all in he interest

f p blic afety

0 B 11 Cree it was necessa y to send rord to an o m r or

o naers of se eral r ser oirs that even thpugh PIr S toddart wa

dead his writtea orders in regard o capacity tables gages and

mea uring devices would be complied with or no water would be

delivered in 1955

0 Plat au Cre k epu y C Vern Gib on verq ablq took over

the dminist tior of an rea vaeated by Mr Barge Hisky ti e deputy

ho preceded him i n office I Ir Gibson reports tl at there will

be reser oir fld f1o users conflictir g his next seasos iIilE S

re get more gage rods and meas ring de i ES installed th
a dd c T s

reser vo r i e also find that a part time deputp is needed to

cheek an natural flows and res rvoir releas s on Big Creek
Cottonwood Bt l1 i fe5s and Kahnah creeks
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Deputy toodrpw aunders is er ing as acting ia er CQm

mi sioner a comple e he recards for th 3 951 eason

The figures railabl e for our annual r p4rt a his date show

5 1 cfs appropriat d in he Collbran area that water is ow r n

365 days per year th a rerage daily rur is approximatelp 202 cf

during the irriga Gic n season and 2 1 acre f eet are repor ed
T w 7 r 9 t G J ii F f

as tas d f or the 195 easo to date This does not include the
s t r d

Colorado Riv r G nnison River or Cottonwood Creek diversions i

1635 acr f t w re taken from this district via L on Lake to

a er District l 0 I migh add that due tm a shor age a f help

two or three oth r areas lik ri e are not reported

N x Henry Ko h is wa er eammissioner for the doubl district

of 59 and 62 ar d is doing a good job TY re was an acute short

age of flow i n his two dis ricts and there was a noticeable

difference in the amo nt of hay gro n this year on a1 1 of th

small trib taries of he Gur ison

Mea uring deviees on Willow Creek in Water Distriet 59

straightened out a fif y year f d between two users plus the

nowledge that ach man wmuld g G Y at he should and no more or

l ss N1r Koeh did a co m ndable job zn his in tance and one

other in ater Di trict 62

On lls Cr ek in 4 ater Dis rict 62 Mr Koch ordered headgates

installed a d also Par hall Flum s in alI of the ditch s he
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set the gates and padlocked them for the first time sa we are

told in 50 years there ras peac We do no allege happiness

ras enjoyed b all

he 5pring Creek Transmountair Di ersion was closed off at

a earl date in Jur e It sh4uld never have been opened this

eason as it is an ur decre d diver ion and here were several

users do nstream wl o did n ot receive tY eir full deeree

Ir Koch reports Ib Parshall Fl es install d uncier his

s pervi ion in 195 Ie recommends automatie gaging station

c n Taylor Riv er V illow Cr k and Texas Creek aboae Taylor

Reservair We will ha e to issue written o iers for this and

r que assistance fram pour office in 1955 in loca i g the ta Gion

sites

A r Koch reports a financial Zoss each month on mileage

In ia er Di striet 64 Commissioner J Sullivan or ly had

one ser3ous problem come up In dul r the o a of Norwood w a

di e ii double th ir water ri g t into their pipelirae They

r f s d him a key or o cooperate in any anner Mr Sullivan

broke the loek and almpst sh t he tovm pipeline dry and put on

hi own lock There aras no decree of r eard He d manded a

decree etr no water He r ceived a decree two or hree days later

ie t wn had nev r filed their cieere 3 with he water official
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The m nin companies at Uravan and Naturita are trying to

a anu er ther selves into a law uit and take rater from some of

the farmer companies in Wa er District 6

In Water Distriet 61 Cvmmi sioner Garber distributed the small

amo nt f wat r they received from t e La Sal moun ains of Utah

and pee aliar as it may se m bmuntiful crops were raised bp all

in this co munity vhich i annually short of water We found this

tr e in Water Distrie 63 at the lower end of the Dolores River

at Gate ay To date we have no statistical report fpr these

di trict

In Wate istrict 6 r made several trips with different

parties to prvve there was really no wa er in sev ral of the

tri utari s of the Uneo pahgre Our experience pro res that the

least ad ini tratiee proi lems ari on dry s r ams once the Fact

is es ablish d

All reser oirs filled and were used although they re small

and fev in this district they help on he s aller streams ue

to the August and September rains hay crops did better than fir t

expected Ti h the xeeption of the best water rights on the larger

stream dur e and Julp were verp poor wa t r months in thi5 Dis rict

The above giv s a partial account of o r fi ld work this y ar
W find that the commission rs in Water Distric 5 2 a G times iL O

41 1 2 59 62 ar d at times 6 run short of mileage V e find

g
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tha a we get vre headgates and Parshall meas zring flu e

installed our problems deerease e wish to tY ank pour office

for the splendid cooperation we receiv d in 195 both for the

comznis oners i Irr igation I ivision Number and mp elf

ery truly yours

Frederiek W Paddoek
Irrigatior Division Engineer
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