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Dear Sir
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November l 1951

I he ev th submit my armtz l rer art fnr 1951

f
1

At the end oi the season for 1951 this of ice t ether uiith the ysi fef
Co nissianers 4f this irrigs ti n Divi sion thouEht that orse drauth

sessan could not obtain in this area Hawever u e had no w iy oP
fores ein that such s not nd would not be the case U e cannot at

this time predict vlhat the rece rds will show in camparison vvith 1934

but ure eel that 1951 was a se son quite camparable Snow cover wa s nil

on the higher ranges of mountains until d fter the Yirst of the 3Teer of
1951 Snow survey s showed some to be short and athers did nat nprePr b d

until the first c f ay It w s then th t the season could be definately
predicted to be Qne in which an acute uater short e was taking pl ce
F un eff w s slow to take lace due ta cold spring V hat snow there

vaas in the lower elev tians evaporated snd maximum ran cff occured in

June and lasted for a very short time

Due to the extreme sh rt e of ur ter m ny reservoirs fai ed to iill or
partially Pili en d many ditches failed to receive any i low whatsQever

a e largest reservoir in the Divisic n had a carry over storsge of
a s 35 Q0 acre feet n d filled on Tune 2 to 106 000 Vl ithdrrwals drew it

down to 41 540 acre feet as of T ov 1

Old water records indicate tr t any time 50 000 to 60 Q00 acre feet are used
from this reservoir it possibly may not refill iu the ensuine se scn

Hold ot er stor e this year is 41 540 acre feet at the present date

The follouring letter fram Jesse R Thompson SupPrinteixdent of the
Uncampahgre Va11ey TA ater User s Associ4tion ives us some vE ry intere t
fn data an c nditions durin the season of 1951 in the U cc mpah re U u11ey
and as the project has the Taylor Lake Reserv ir in D 59 the Gunnis n
Tunnei has as its source of supply from the Gun ison River in i D 62 and

the Project lands lie in R D 41 unc slso drC xr som e of the w ters of the
Unco pah re Rivefi that the rep rt fn his letter cover great portion of
IrrigCtir n Div i sion No k
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IIncompahgre Proj ct Colorado

5e son 1951

IInder the terms af the Contract betvreen the Bureau of Reci nation and
the Uncom ahgre V 11ey PTater Users ssoci tion appraved Aug 4 1931 the

operQtion find maintenance of the IInco pah re Praject xres taken aver by the
Associaticn Qn Jan l 1932

The Project irrigation syst m includes 575 miles of can ls nd l ter ls
e nd 04 miles of dr ins ge ditches

It reauires 1 600 sec i t f water entering the Project to meet
requirements durin perioas o pe kk demnnd

The w ter content of the snowf l 1 on the IIncompah re u ater shed
measured at Ironton Park on 11 arch l 1951 was 87 oP the normal content
for R arch On April 1 the wa ter was 62f of normal nd on Iay l it was
only 14j ofnormal

The w ter content af the snow fall on the unnison w ter shed on
March 1 1951 was 98jo vP noraia1 far March On April 1 it w s 86 of
normal nd an Iay 1 it was 89 of norm Z

The water content of the snow iall on the Gunnison v ter shed
measured e t the Park Gone Ststion on the Taylor River On M2 rch 1 I951 was
36 abave the norn al contert f r March On April 1 it was 8 above normal
an d on May 1 it was 53 above normal

T he above records show that the prospects for run cff in the IInccampah re
River was about 60 the fc re part oi April while the prospect cr run off

in the Gunnison RivEr was about 88f at the s me time

The s xn of aP the Uncompahgre River was 33 of nc rmai in May 5 of
normal in Ju e 48 oi normsl in July 42 o norm l in Au ust and 28 of
mor sl in September

The run off of the Gu nnison River was 50 of narmal in May 8p of
ncrmal in June 79 oi normal in July 81 of normsl in Au ust snd 41 oP
norm il in September

Due to lack oP capacity vP the Gurini on Tunnel nd low run oPf o the
IIncompahgre RiQer del iveries had to be made on a percentage basis from
practically the beginnin of the irrigatian se son Deliveries ran ed from60 to lOQo in April 65 to 80y fn May 1 to 2S and demand May 28 to 31
90 to demand in Tune 60 to 90 in July 60 to 85f in u ust 60 to
100 in September
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The peak dischzrge ofthe Uncampah re River during the season of
1951 was 1 082 sec ft at 2 OC A M cn Tune 17

Ta rlor Park Rese voir filled and water started ver the spillway at
6 OC P I June 2 1951

The first water of the se son turned out af Taylor Park Reservcir ta
supplement the flow of the Gunnison River wz s on April 9 This water was

tnrned in gradually due to ice in riqer chennel so s not to cause an

ice jam and possibly cause d amage to brid es dQwn the river This amount

had been incre sed up to 450 sec ft n April 11 By thia time warm weather

had incre sed the sprin run off by melting snow in the mour tr ins and by
April 17 the discharge was reduced tv 20 sec ft and le t at this smount

till water went aver the spill way

n Au ust 10 1951 w ter was a gain turned thr ugh the needle valves and

increased or decreasea as needed up tq Oct 10 at which time the discharge

was reduced to the natur l flow of the rieer Qn oY 1 the dischar e w s

cut to 18 sec ft this amount being left runnin to sustain Pish life

There uas 76 379 acre feet of stored water used out c f Taylor Park

Reservoir durin the y ear The minimum amount of wuter stared in the

reser oir at the end af the irrfgatian se son was 41 540 aere feet and

occurred on Oct 11 1951

Water was turned throu h the Gunnison Tunnel to supplement the flo v

in the IIncompah re River on March 24 1951 By Ap il 7 the tunnel was

running fli11 and remained full till Sept 24 with the exception of two d ys

Tune 17 nd 18 when water was out to in spect the South Canal and tunnel

linin Frc m Sept 24 the dischsrge was gradually decreased tillthe end
of the season

Due to limited capacity c f the Gunnison Tunnel it w s not possible

to divert enough water to meet roject demand s durin the eak of the

irrigation season

V ter was deiivered to praject users on an acre foot basis The lands

generally on the west side of the Uncompah re River were furnished 5 acre
feet per acre for a minimum of 3 Q0 Lsnd gener lly on the east side of
the IIncompahgre River which consists af mostly adobe sQils were furnished

4 acre feet per cre for a minimum of 2 40 The Pirst acre ioot af vaater

used in e cess of 4 acre feet w s charged at the rate of 60 per acre Poc t

All water used in eacess af 5 aere feet on both red and adobe s ils wss
f rnished at the rate of 16 per acre faot
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Ddajor 4perating Difficulties

ij ere were no major operatin diPficulties during the year

No operating difficulties were experienced in connection v ith the
operation of Taylor Park Reservoir The usu I repa ir necessary to
maintain the needl e valves and penstocks in a first class operatin condition

vaere made

Np operatin dii ficulties were experienced in cannectian with the
oper tian of the Gunnison Tunnel nd the South Canal

Crop production was abou nc rmal with prices fair on all erops All

crops harvested with eaception oP a few beets an d most of the c rn

The IIncc mpah re Valleg 1 ater Users Association

Byz gd Tesse R Thompson

Jesse R Tho npson Manuger Treesurer

The later Co issianer in Rt D 28 wc rked for several d ys e ch af the
suaaner months This district egperienced n acute shortage of water a it
is one in which the streams ar bec7 y over decreed in en rdinary year
Few prc ble as arose due to the Pact that the water users in this district
realizea thet it was a year of shcrtage nd they therefore made the best d
most efiicient use of the water vailable ta them

In Wa ter District 40 there was quite a bit af hard ship due to r ter sh rtage

and to the fact that late frosts killed nearly all f the fruits excepting
apples un d cherries Two weeks of extre ely cold weather in Janua ry no doubt
contributed sc me inter kill The Kiser Slough Reservoir enlargement and
repair w s campleted late in the s ner inly those reservoirs havin gaod

locations or earlq priorities filled The averland Reservoir iailed to fill
being now one Qf the larger resercoirs in the District

Those reservoirs inspected by gou persona3ly ha4e it is our understanding
aIl been repaired to date with possibly one nat quite complete Two reservoirs
under repair v i Il be allowed no starage next ye r and ne reservoir nn urhich
repairs rere ordered is denied storage until the s ae have been completed



STATE OF COLORADO
IRRIGATION DIVISION NO 4

MONTROSE

FREDERICK W PADDOCK

IRRIQATION DIVISlOM ENGINEER

RoOM 7 COtJRT HOUBE

P O BOX 75

SUB ECT

r M C Hinderlider 5 Nov 1 1951

In D A1 durin the su ner af 1951 it was necessary far several tiveeks
to use the Co issianer to run both 41 e nd 68 ue to the Water Coffinissioner
in R D 68 resi ning July 1 of 1951 Exceptin for a severe rater

shortage which hit the weter users heavily financ3 al y there were no
particular administrs ion prnblems to arise in D 41 In W D E8 there were
many conPlicts due ta the ch nge in administration We are happy to repart
that mc3st ranchers raised sc me feed altho they vill in most cases be sh rt of
hay

Fair erc ps were raised in W D 42 altho there vas a shortage of water in the
Plateau alley In the Grand Valley tbe crop feilures were due to weather
eonditions and not to water shortages

Go ernor hornton appointed r Vernvn user af vorwood Colorado to ill
the office o i later Co issioner in W D 60 end 141r Wallace Worley oP
Ridgeway Colorado to fYll the a fice of Viater Commissianer in W D 68

Dtze to the eatreme diPficulty with which the annual reports are prep red a

study ha s been eonducted by this c Pfice to see if this condition can not
be alleviated Vhen our canclusions have been checked by your c ffice and iP
found carrect a neva syst will be adopted which should elsct help make
the keeping of the field books by the cox issianers easier The new statute
on re orts has met with the un ualified a

r
P q pproval ofa11 the commissioners

ia rrigetion ivision No 4

A tabulation oP the Water Co issiQners reports 11 be enclased at e
later date

at

Very truly your9

fs

Frederick Paddock

Irrigation Division Engineer
Irrigation Division No 4
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Tabulated Statea ent of Water Coffinissic ner s Annual Report for 1951
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61 59 8 2 693 87f 88 p 2 459

68 296 143 39 081 1453 614 367 27 Q14

TOmI3L5 2061 926 711 254 16 3Q1 6 89p9 4182 344 279
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Trrigaticn Division No 4

Tabtilated State ent of ater Co issioner s Annual Report
for 1951
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42 3 Z 51 10 1 51 85 1179 409 896

61 3 18 51 10 51 51 204 15 0 5 386

68 4 1 51 10 1 51 101 367 78 162

TOT ZS 3 f 3i S 3
41 8 4 2 423

Due to water shorfia e many ditches ran aater for only a

few d ys which m kes this igure much lo er than it shculd be
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Trrigation Division No 4

Tabulated Sta tement af i dater Coffinissioners Annual Re ervoir Report5
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3 30 5I 10 31 51 49 690 33 680 559

41 no report

42 5 29 51 10 10 51 45 Z00 8 949 2722

61 no report

68 6 1 51 8 4 fi1 i6 4 125 4 Q
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