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STATE OF COLORADO

IRRIGATION DIVISION NO. 4
MONTROSE
SUBJECT:
FREDERICK W. PADDOCK
IRRIGATION DIVISION ENGINEER

ROOM 7, COURT HOUSE

P. D. BOGX 15

November 1, 1990.

Mr. M. C. Hinderlider,
State Engineer,
Capitol Building,
DENVER, Colorado.

Dear Sir:
I herewith submit my Annusl Report for 1950;-~

1950 was a poor year for water supply, the streams being considerably
deficient from July 1, on to the end of the irrigation season. Leate
spring freezes killed almost all of the peaches and apricots in Delta
and Montrose counties. Portions of Mesa County were likewise injured.
Hay and greins, however, do not appear to have been particularly hurt
in yield or guality by frosts in any locality. In some communities
yield wes hurt by shortages of water however. This was most appsrent
in parts of Sen Miguel, ®ursy and Delta Counties.

Snow reports indicsted up until May 1, that a goad year might be
- expected. However, in May it became obvious that a hard yesr for water .
supply was definitely with us. High velocity winds of warm temperatures
took a heavy toll by evaporation of the snow on the water-shed.

Water District #28 was unusually short of water, necessitating administra-
tion of water during June end July. As June is nomelly one of emple
water in all portions of Irrigation Division #4, it cen be seen that the
shortage was very acute. There are two or three trsnsmountain diversinns
which sometimes complicete conditions due to their insccessible locstinns
in W. D. #28.

In Water District #40 meny reservoirs on Grand Mesa failed to £ill, ceusing
hardship in communities around Cedaredge.

On Dirty George Creek: litigation has developed over changes of point of
diversion and changes of use, 21so cuestions regerding priorities snd so
called "prescriptive rights."™ Certain water users immediately went to
Court when the local water officiels refused to recognize "prescription®
ahead of the District Courts Decrees; the locsl water officiasls being
upheld on appeal to the State Engineer. We will be happy when the above
prescription question is settled by the Court as it affects some three
or four waﬁersheds in its entirely.
rriest 1 per st
The heaviesf{piece of construction on Reservoir Dams in W.D. #40 was the
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Overland Res. Dam Rehabilitstion and Enlargement. It has reached =
stage where we can recommend full storsge be allowed if water is available.
Several minor things need to be done before final approval is recommended

: Fder -the-eerstriction -complete.

The Eggleston Res. Dam was breached, and a new steel conduit laid +to
replace the 0ld wooden outlet conduit. The same owners likewise repaired
the Sheep Slough Res. Dem which was saved from failure by prompt action
on the part of Mr. Gordon Aldridge, Deputy Water Commissioner and another
gentleman, the Company Reservoir tender, in May of 1950. Both d=ms are in
mach better shape then formerly, due to the new work.

A part of the face of the Main Bruce Park Res. Dam slid in the latter >
part of the 1950 season. Plans are under way for the rehabilitatinnm,
repair and enlargement of this structure.

Crops and likestock did well in Weter Distriet #41 during 1950. The Teylor
Park Reservoir-Bem; by furnishing waster for the Uncompahgre Project during
periods when the direct flow is very low, emables the project to furnish
its users with a flow of 60%, when in times past they would be down to
approximately 20% or even be completely out of water. In an irrigation
season of abnormally low flow as has been 1950, & reservoir means the
difference between fsilure and bountiful crops. There were no particular
administrative problems in this district.

In Water District #42 crops were good, altho some fruit was killed by late
frosts. There were several administrative problems due to the shortage of
low snow. There wes no early springrlﬁaﬁgﬁggi Creek and Rapid Creek

had the most severe of problems, %he§r~§regié§£k$gi§§ quite different in
character however. Big Creek was gimply one of too many ditches with too ,)x:
small an amount of water. On Rapid Creek, the stream bed absorbs large
guantities of water which makes for a very bad situstion. We have been
unable to date,to find anyone who can give us relisble figures on the stream
bed losses of Rapid Creek, whe—hes-ne—intepest—in-tho-sbrezm. The Water
Commigsioner has been requg%;ed to keep track of the streem flow and
reservoir rel;zsg;;;a—suehmmaaaef-that these losses may be ascertained with
some reasonab ??E%urﬁcy. A lack of measuring devices that meet legal
requirements appear to be another cause of friction. It has been recuested
by this office in writing that this be corrected. .

The Weter Commissioned’?ggféﬁéﬁ:ig;@gtg;wpégtgigp;%gazbn July 1, 1950.
—Hewever;fﬂq successor has been appointed to date.
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Water Distrlcts 61 end 68-ked a shortage -&a:_—smgm.né,uee of water.
Crops appear to be fair at -t;h;e end of the season.

As there are no commissioners in Water Districts 59 62 and 63, //:1;959207(/0055/&&
de a;z report tomhemade. o) co1/ Fromns Fhere "
M&ports follow for those Water Districts having commissioners

-on—duty,

Very truly yours,

Fdlnel 4t Vil f
Frederick W. Paddock,

Irrigation Division Engineer
Irrigation Division #4.

ate.



Tabulated Statement of Weter Commissioner's Annual Rep.rts

Irrigation Division No. 4.

1950
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40 484 3102 4265 228,205 149,828
41 98 1866 2738 112,299 68,374
42 224 3204 3620 151,019 73,891
61 13 56 112 11,900 2,262
TOTALS 820 8227 10,732 504,288 294,355



Irrigetion Division No. 4,

Tabulated Statement of Water Commissioners' Annual Ditch Reports

1950
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40 10-31-50 126 1447 394,357
41 3-1-50 10-30-50 164 1334 573,818
42 4-1-50 10-30-50 108 2420 523,175
61 4-1-50 10-14-50 149 6.76 5,920

TOTALS 5208 1,497,270



Tabulated Statement of Wster Commissioners' Annual Crop Reports

Irrigation Division No. 4.

1950
District Natural
Number Al falfa Gradses Cereals Orchards
40 52,683 28,240 20,437 13,268
41 22,335 3,697 24,452 955
42 25,296 14,794 16,057 2,047
6l 676 383 460 3
TOTALS 100,990 47,114 61,406 16,273
District Market Sugar Other Total
Number Gardens Poteatoes Beets Crops Irrigated
40 787 2292 4351 28,159 149,828
41 466 13432 2056 13,070 68,374
42 1523 619 695 7,840 73,891
61 740 2,262
TOTALS 2776 4254 7102 49,809 294 355



Irrigation Division No. 4.

Tabulated Statement of Water Commissioners' Annual Reservoir Reports

1950
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