
s

FREDERICK W PADDOCK

IRRIGATION DIVI910N ENGINEER

pOOM 7 GOURT NOY9E

P O BOX1S

Mr M C Hinderlider

State Engineer

Capitol Building
D JUF t Calrarsdo

Dear Sir

STATE OF COLORADO
IRRIGATION DIVISION NO 4

MONTROSE

SUB ECT

Noveu ber 1 19

I herewith sutamit my Annubl R pp t Y r 1950

1950 was a poor year Yc r wa ter supply the streams being consid erably
de cient from Suly l on to the end of the irrigation season G te

sprin Preezes kilZed almast all of thP peaches and apricots in Delta

and D ontrose counties Portions of esa County were likewise injured
Hay and grains however do not appear to have been partic llarly hurt
in yield or quality by frosts in any locality In some cammunities

yield was hurt by shartages of water however This was m st apparent

in parts o San igueZ tzray and Delta Counties

Snow reports indic ted up until May 1 that a oc d year might be

expected Ho Tever in May it becam e ob4ic us that a hard yeer for water
supply was definitely with us High velocity winds of warm temperatures
taok a heavy toll by ev paration o the snow Qn the water shed

Water District 28 was unusually short of wa ter necessitating administra

tion of water during Tune and Tuly As Sune is n r nally ne af ample

vaater in all portirrns of Irrigatir n Division 4 f t cen be seen that the

shortage was very acute There are two ar three transm untain diversi ns
which sc meti mes complicate conditions due ta their inaccessible locati ns
in W D 28

In V a er District 40 many reservoirs on Grand esa failed ta fi11 cQ asing

hardship in comQaunities around Cedaredge

E n Dirty Geor e Creek litig tion ha s developed over chan es of pnint of
diversian and changes P use zlso euestions reg rding priorities e nd so
called prescriptive rights Certsin water users inunediately went to
Court when the local water officials re used to recognize prescription

ahea d of the District Cc urts Decrees the local water cfficials being
upheld on appeal to the State Engineer We will be happy when the abr ve
prescripti n question is settled by the Court as it a Pects sc me three
or four watersheds in its en irely

rri ns r nr
i

The ies piece c f constructi n on Reservoir Dams in W n 40 was the



STATE OF COLORADO
IRRIGATION DIVISION NO 4

MONTROSE

FREDERICK W PADDOCK

IRRI ATION DIVISION ENOINEER

ROOM 7 COURT MOYBE

P O BOX 15

SUBJECT

Idr M C Hinderlider 2 Nov 1 195Q

Overland Res 1 am Rehabilita tion and Enlar e ent It has reached s
stage where we can reco end flill st rage be alloued if water is agailable
Se eral Fuinor things need ta be done be ore final appraval is recou n ended

e

The Eggieston Res Dam v as breached nd a new steel conduut laid to

replace the ald aooden autlet conduit The same awn ers likewise repaired

the Sheep Slough Res Dam whieh was saved from failure by prompt acti n
c n the part of Mr Gprdon AZdridge Deputy Cdater Commissioner and another
gentlesnan the Gompany Reservoir tender in Mag of 1950 Both d zns are in

much better shape than formerly due to the new wr rk

A part o the Yace of the Main Bruce Psrk Res Dam slid fn the latter
part of the 1950 season Plans are under way far the rehabilitati n
repair and enlargeinent of this structure

Crops and likestock did we 1 a n V da ter District 41 during 1950 The Taylor
Park Reser oir by flirnishin water far the IIncompahgre Project durin
periods whext the direct flow is v ry lovu enables the project to flzrnish

its users with a flow af 600 uThen in times past they would be down ta
approximately 24 or even be completely out of aater In an irrfgation
season of abnarmally low flow as has been 1950 a reservoir means the

difPerence between Pailure and bountif zl crops There were no particular
administr tice problems in this district

Tn Water District 42 crops were good altha some fruft was killed by late
frosts There were several administrativ proble s due to the shortage oi
low sno r There as no early springx hBG Creek and Rapid Creek
had the most severe of probl s quite di ferent in
character hot Tever Big Creek was simply one o too many ditches with too i
small sn amount of water On Rapid Creek the stream bed abs rbs large
quantities of ur ter which makes Por a very bad situ tivn e have been

unable to date to find anyc ne who can give us reliable figures on the stre a
bed losses of apid Creek The Water
Co i ssioner has been requested to keep tra ck of the stresm flowand
reservoir rele ses

S

that these Iosses may be ascerta ined with
some reasanab a u cy A lack af ineasuring devices that meet legal
requirements appear to be an ther cause offriction It has been recuested
by this o fice in variting that this be corrected

The VJater Con issiane resignet in Water Distriet 60 n July l 1950
a

4s o successor has been appoin ed o ate
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Water Districts 61 and 68 te a shortage ies of water
Crops appear to be Pair at end of the seuson

is e 7
As there are no commissioners in U ater 13istrict 59 62 and 63 e

5

s report 7 i f r r i

eports follow for those Water Districts having cammissioners
a

Very trtilg yaurs

Frederiek i Paddack

Yrrigati n Division Engineer
rrigat an Divisian 4

at
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Tabulated Statement oi V ater Commissioner s Annual Rep rts
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Di stri ct Natural
Number Alfalfa Gra ses Cereals Orchards

40 52 683 8 240 20 437 13 268

41 22 335 3 697 24 452 955

2 25 96 14 794 16 057 2 p4

61 676 383 460 3

1 aI S 100 990 47 114 61 406 16 273

District Market S gar Other Tc tal
Number Gardens Potatoes Beets Crops irri ated

40 787 229 2 4351 28 l 59 149 828

41 466 1343 2056 13 070 68 374

42 15 3 619 695 7 84U 73 891

61 740 2 262

TOTALS 2776 4254 7102 49 809 294 355
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Tabulated Sta tement of later Coa nissicsners Annual eservoir Reports
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