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'G’lmw' Pre jeet Colorede
Season 1948

Under the terms of tha Contract betseen the Burean of Heclama tion and the
Uneoup&m Vallsy Water Users' Association approved Mug. 4, 1931, the Opsration

‘and Meintensnce ef the Uncompahgre Project westakem over by the Association om

Jan. 1, 193&.
The Preject irrigation system includes 575 miles of canals and laterals

and 204 miles of drainsge cansls,
It reguires 1600 second feet of water entering the preject te meet require=
ments duripg pariods of peak demsnde

The water content of themowfall on the Uncompehgre water shed on March 1,
154 was 3 sbove the normal axntent fer March 1, fer the pest 13 years. Om
April 1 tha water content wes 18% above nermal and on May 1, the water centent
wes 2% below normal.

The water content ef the mowfall om the Gunnisem water shed on March 1,
1948 was 1% below normsl fer March 1, fer the past 13 yearse On &pril 1 the
weter centent was 11§ above normal azd on May 1 the water comtent was 18% above
pormal. :

The water content of the asmowfall om the Tayler river (aource of sapply for
the Sxylor Park Beservoir) on March 1, 1948 was 14% abeve normal for March 1 for
the psst 12 yearse On April 1, the water content was 34 above nermal. Om Mey 1,
it was 196% above normal.

' From the gbove records it will be seem that the proapects for runeoff of

the Gunnisen end Tayler rivers was above nermal with prempecta from the Uncom-
pebgre river alightly below mormal, however, diacharge on all streams after

~ abeut July &0 to 30, in gquentities sufficlent to be of material help inm irrie

gating the project, are dependent on raiz im the jigher water sheds. When

enough water is not available from na tural sources e moet preject needs, the
flow in the Gunnisen river is mupplemeated by Adurnimg water out of Tayler Park
Reserveir. ) o -

T peak discharge of the Uneompehgre river, during the season of 1946 was
1968 reet and occurred on May &+ The discharge of the Uneompahgre river
renged frem 622 sec, ft. or July 1 to 298 sec. ft. on July 31 and continued te

drop till by Auge 31 the flew was down to 120 aece R,
By July 7, it was not possible to carry enough water through the Gunnisea -

wonel te mlncn.t the flow in the Unoompahgre river in quantities large enough

to meed preject demands, and water deliveries had te be cut to & percentage basis.
Teyler Park resarveir filled und water sterted over the spillway at 6:00 PM

on May 19, 1946, The first water ferthe season turmed out of Teylor Park Reserveir

o supplement the flow of the Gunnison river was at 9:00 PM Sug. 1. The discharge

from ihe ressrvoir was cut to 50 sec. ft. at 8:00 PM Octe 3. This muount was

left running te sustain fish life,



Y

There was 58978 acre feet of stored water used out of Tayler Park reservoir
during the years

Water was turned through the Gunnises tummel, t® sipplement the flow in
the Uncompahgre river om April 5 at 6:00 FM.

Bue to limited capaeity of the Gunnisen tunnel it was not possible to divert
enough water te meet project demands throughout the irrigatiom season. Water
was delivered on demand up to May 20

From May 20 to Juns 8, deliveries ranged from 100% to demend depending on
capacaties of various ditches and demand therecx.

Frem June 10 te July 6 deliveries were made on demmnd threnglieut the preject.

Frem July 7 te July 28 deliveries ranged from 1008 % az lew as 70%,
Cn July 8 and 30 deliveries were again made e demand and again cut to

100€ oz July 3., The incresse to demand oh July 29 and 30 was made peasible by
refins threugh out the wvalley.

Meliveriss centinued at 100% tlreugh Mge 4 and fmom Auge 5 to Ing. 12
were sgain on demmmds This was again made possible by rains threugheut the

valleys
From ing. 15 te Septe 16, deliveries renged frem 150 to as lem as 75#

depending on demande

Meliveries wers mede on demand the balance of the seascnes

Water was delivered cn demend to water usera on an scre foot basis. The
lands generally on the West side of the Uncompahgre river were furnished 5 acre
feet per acre for a minumum of §$3.,00. Landa gererally on the east side of the

Uscompehgre river, which censistis mosily of adebe soils, were fummished 4 acre

 feet per asre for a minkmum of §R+40. Ixcess water was furnished at the rate of

16¢ per acre foot for all water received in excess of ¥ acre feete

The only major eperating difficulty fer the season was cansed by a cleud
burxt in Wise Creek that wasbed away 192 feet of the Ironstoms Extension rflume. »
The rating station at Dry Creek recorded abeut 2000 secend feet of water in thi a

floods The flume washed out at 4:30 PoMe, July 19, refeira were made snd the

water turned beck im at 5:00 Pe Me July 88, Three shiftz were used and work
earried oh continueusly until the job was completed. ‘

No opersting difficulties were experiensed at Teyler Park Dum. ‘The usual
rcpd.r:,‘ uccucr: to maintain the needle valves and penstacks in first class
mudition, wers made.

Ne em&ﬁu difficulties were expsriemeed in conmeection with the Gunnisan
tunnel, The water wes shut out of the Gunnison tarmel frem 4:00 Pm June 7 to
6:00 P, June 8 to inapect Sumnnisom tummel and South Canal liningse A4 few minmor
miscellaneous repairs were made &t this time.

Crop production is about nomale Estimated returns are about 20£ below last
yeares Harveating is ebout over. Thia is due to extremely nice weather for crop
harvest.

Menager=Treasarer
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August 13, 1949,

FRED S. HOTCHKISS
IRRIGATION DIVISION ENGINEER
ROOM 7, COURT HOUSE
P. O. BOX 15

The Farmer's Water Developement Company of Norwood, Colorado, Distiret 60,
completed their enlargement of the Gurley Reservoir Dam in Sept. of 1948,
capacity of 3200 Acre Feet, being-wea- raised £o 9000 Acre Feet. Work
on the rehabilitation and enlargement of this structure was begun in
September of 1947. The main features of the project were briefly
installation of some 200 ft. of steel outlet pipe, earthwork comprising

a total of 237,000 cu. yds., and raising the valve tower. Some grouting
was done and leakage into the conduit dropped from 1 and one half efs.,
to one half foot per sec.
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