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Her ewith I submit my annual report f or 1947

Snowfall on the wa ersheds in chis Division for the v inter of 194
was slightly above normal Rater eontent a s ood Thus one essential of
a good supply of water for the ye r ras present but it hasbecome ev ident
that this condition alone does not al va ys insure ample water Fully as
much depends on the weather during the melting period as on the snow
supply dfcourse there must bc sufiici nt snoar to supply the vPater
needed but it is gery rarely indeed that supply is not present ii the
uveather is such that it rill run ofi under the right conditians
This year it happened that this vua s the case Frecipitation in the
valley areas was c eficient in the first three months of the year
but from April 1 to September 1 the rainfall e s iar above normal
At the i ontrose weathsr station durin that period it r ras 73 ja above

the lon time average Lar ely due to these eondi ions streams showed
no hioh flood peaks but ke t up rema kably well

Reservoirs on Grand iesa and Leroux Creek in te District No

40 werefilled to capacity The Taylor Fark Resergoir rrith a large
holdover filled easily

The first release of vas ter from the Taylor Park Ceservoir o ra s

not ma de un il September 7 and release z or irrigation rovas discon
tinued Uctober 7 with a net release of only about 6 800 acre feet
out oi a total storage of 106 200 acre feet i any o ihe rand uiesa

Reservoirs neld water over he nion yalley Fieser oir on Crystal
Creek in District 40 v ras drained in order to check the outlet valve
far repair The Gurledr Reservoir in I3istrict No 60 v as also drained

Since the Uncornpah re Valley Frojec is fairly representati4e of
the hole 13i ieion the fo1loY ing report by Jeas R jhompson Prianager

of the Uncompahgre Valley ater tisers ssoeiation gives a ood picture

of the whole irrigation operation for the year

n

UAICQ i HGRE ROJECT C07ARADQ

Season 1947

Under the terms ofthe contract bet resn the Bureau of Reela mation
and the L ncompahgre Valley 9ater Users Association approved Au ust 4
1931 the Operation and ia nntena nce oi the Unaompah re Project vaas
taken over by the Association on January 1 1932

The Project Irrigation system includes 575 mi les of eanals and
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laterals and 204 miles of drainage canals

It requires 1600 second feet oi vvater entering the project to
meet requirements during periods of peak demand

0

The w ter content of the snowfall o the Unco ipahgre watershad

on arch 1 I947 v s s 2 7 above the normal content for I arch ior

the past 11 years or period of record fln April 1 the vvater content

was 5 o above normal and on ay 1 thev ter content s above normal

or 10 7 inches

The v a ter content oi he snow all on the Gunnison watershed or

Tfa reh l 1947 v s 5 6 ab p e norm l for period oi record f3r pril 1

the a tercontent was 2 5 abovs nor l and on I ay 1 it vra s 17 4
aboFe normal

ihe wa ter eontent oP tha snov f all on the Z aylor River source

o su ply for the Taylor Park Reservoir on arch 1 1947 as 2 8

above normal Jn April i it was lc 4 above norr al and on IViay 1 it
was 137 above normal for ay 1

Frv the above records it I1 be seen that the prospects for

rater forthe season of 1947 wa s a little above normal

Strea m flow had dropped to about normal by July 28 General

rains in the v 11ey and high ratersheds fro the end of Jul through

August cut the demand and soon raised stream flow to a point vdhere

there eaa s enough water to meet l l deiaands

The peak discharge of the U ompahgre ri er during the season
o 1947 was 1452 second feet 4 d on June 21 he discharge

oithe Uncompahgre Ri er r n ged from 1 60 sECOnd feet on July to 216

second feet on July 30 Rainswhich s arted about Au ust 1 gradually
increasedthe flow and on ugust 10 the discha r e wa s 292 second feet

The discharge htrou h the balance of 1 ugust ranged from 21 second feet

to as highas 587 second ieet with a dischar e of36F3 second feet on

gugust 31 The discha r e September 1 to september 24 ranoed frorl 207

second feet to as hi h as 426 second fePt ihese discharges ere far

above normal and de it possible to deliger water on demand irom

about Au ust 6 to the end oi the irrigation season

The Taylor P rk Reservoir filled and water started over the

spill ay on June 1947 at 7 00 0 clack F 1v herewas only 6795
acre eet o stored srater usad out of Taylo ceservoir for project

needs during the season ihis vaas due to eneral rains throughout

the vs 11ey and w ter sheds va hich praeticall supplied enouGh to meet

project needs There vra s lOZ 100 acre feet of stored water in Taylor
Park Reservoir on Oct 1 1947 atthe end oi the irri ation season

iTater u s turned through the Gus r ison tunnel tosupplement the

flow of the Uncom ah re Ri er so as to meet r roject irrigation needs
at 5 00 otclock P ox iarch 15 1 947 Some water vvas turned through

previous to this time to vva sh mud and debris out o the concrete linec

sections of the South anal so that miscellaneous repairs to the

concretesections coul d be made
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Due to the limi ed eapaci y oi the Gunnison tunnel it uas not

possibl to divert enough wa ter o meet project der n ds throu hout the

irrigation season From kpril l to June 3 water deliveries ranged f rom

10 to 15G This re s due to our ina ilitj to raise the dam at the east
portal due to high ter in the Gunnison

From iuly i to uly 24 deli reries ranged f rom 90 to 1 C This

was due to e3 cessive dema nds and lack of capaeity in the eanals From

July 24 to August 5 w terdeliveries ran ed f rom 80 a to 15f due to lack

o eapacity in the Gunnison tunnel

Fror Au ust v to the end o the irriga ion season water deliveries
vsere made on dem nd a er asdeliver2d on d m nd to dater Users on an

acre foot basis lhe lands enerally on the v st side o the Uncompahgre

River tiv ere i urnished 5 acre feet per acre for a mi imum of 3 04 I ands

enerally on the east sicie of the Uncompah re River vrhicY consists

mostly of adobe soils ere f urnished acre feet per acre or a riini

um of 2 40 xcess w te aa s furnished at h rate of 16 cents per

acre foot or a 11 rateY in excass of 5 acre feet

fi he only major operatin difiieulty ior the season was a break
at 1 30 P on June 15 1947 ons the C Iateral at mile ost 3 50

This break t ras no cioubt due to rnuskrats working ir L the ba nks oi a fill
abo4e a tlurae over asuall wash I he soil sa s a very sandy loam and the
fill va s all carried awa beiore the rater could be cut out of the

lateral Repairs ere nade and the s ter tti rxied back in the lateral at

4 00 o clock P une 1 3000 eubic yards of backf ill aaas placer

and 5360 feet B i of lumber wa s used to place 80 linear feet of i luiae
5 feet deep by 10 fee t wide inthe fi1l The new flume wt s laced as a n

extension on the upper erid of the old flume rhich had remained in place

No 2 needle valve a s dismantled cleaned and repaired About the

ususl amo nt oi sludge was i ound in the valve he inside surface of the

va lve a s cleaned and polished and painted with CP 2 coal tar paint

Cagitati n on the needle boctv a shortdist nce belovr the bronze seat

had develoged completely aroun the circumference at this point These

cavities were round smooth and relded vy ithl erra eld and thenground to

a smooth finish The Paradox valve control was also ta en apart andcleaned

he Penstock To 2 valvev s cleaned and rasheci inside and 11 rusL spots

cleaned and polished and eoated rrith a coating of C C 2 cpal tar paint

Ai ter the paint had set on the spots the whole inside surface oi the

Penstock a s painted vaith a coa ing of CT 2 coal tar paint The outside

surface of the penstock uua s also coated nrith coal tar paint

io opera in difa iculties were experienced v ith the Criannison tunnel

The v ater v as shut out o the unnison tunnel at 10 00 0 clock F

une l to inspect the tunnel and sou th can 1 ii i 3g Very little repair
sras needed Repairs were rn de and the wa ter turned bacL in at 10 00 F Y

June l4
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Crop production was abnve normal Iarvest is well under way and

unless dama e should be sustained f rom rains before harvest is coznpleted
or losses develop due to inability o harvest c ops or accot n of lack

of help this should be an exceptionably profi able year for the project
farmer

lt r Fred HoteYikiss Irri ati on Division En ineer i or the State of

Colorado did an excellent job in handling the clistributicn of stre m flow
in this par t of the S ate

Si ned By Jesse R Thompson

T ana er Treasurer

Crop yields tivere goodN rou hout thE Divisior Prices for hay and
rain ere high but fruit esp cially apples sho reda marked decline

from the prices of last ye r and tre year before

ange conditions were verar ood and prices were hi h esp cially
forbeei cattle Lower altitude ranges which are grazed in winter and

aregeners 11y iander t e supervisior of the Divisien of Grazing were in

excellent condition This is partly due no dou to the lar e summer

rain all but the careiul regulation of the Public Domain irl the com

p ratively short period of the life of the ivision is also a large

factor in causing the ir lprovement

Several construction and repair projects hageLeen eompleted

Beside minor rep irs on small reservoir dar ms the repair and enlarAer ent

ot he Kennicott Slough dam oi the Surfaee Creek s stem was inished to a

capacit r of 900 aerefeet The jio Schute dam impoundin trater for mun

icipal use for the Ci y of Grand Junction rras also constructed

Underthe BVater acili ies lawr the arm o e i m i nistration has

complete t ro ni ersion dams one at tr e head oi the artland Cana1

f rom the Gunnison Fci er and the other at the heada the Aior h Fork

Farmers Datch irom tY e Tvorth Fork o the Gunnison

Projects bein prepared for cons truction by the Bureau of
keclamation are the Paonia Projec in ater District Iv o 40 and the

ieado rs Projeet on F lateau Creek in District 70 42

The e elosed tabuiation of Water Co issioners inual Repprts

includes an es im te that I have prepared of irrigation uses arid erop
roduction for those rater districts There no complete s ter commission ers

reports were available

Ve y truly o s

L

2z 1

lrrigation Livi on r ineer

2rrigati n DiBisi n 30 4
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471 8 099 4 0b 229 990

41 98 1 866 2 7b8 11 98

2 4 2U4 62Q 151 019

b9a 99 680 2 109 24 OS1

212 1 219 1 258 9 96

1 S 56 21 11 900
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Totala 1 b32 11 bn2 16 6 4 693 826
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Tot lst 8 8a 2 x27 538

8o es istrict nua bers follosed by letter a ao report by lfater
Cc miesiaa er Be ti ted t y Irrigation Divisicon ngineer
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Dist o rke Pat toe Sugar t ther Tcrtal
Garde a Beets Cropa Irrigated

28a 2 29 S i
44 787 2 304 4 449 28 588 1b0 5 6

1 688 1 474 3 014 25 fl82 g8 468
42 382 780 1 265 8 619 E39 4T4

68 118 21 868
60n 23 9 2b6 42 467
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1 C 47 2 b57 14 629
68 l 218

ate lss 1 913 6 822 8 765 6b 1 8 430 1 7

otea fliatrict numbers gollowed by letter n t o ater ao uiasioner a
report B i ted by D viaioa g ineer
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