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Meter meteronthewell anxiouslyweawaitwhatyoutell

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

WaterAdministration

Theyear2006 wasayearwithbelow averageflows Theyearstartedoutwiththe
lowestsnowpackin30years ByMarch2006thesnowpackwaslessthanthatof2002
thelowestyearofrecord TheSangre deCristo rangewas particularly hardhitwith
somebasinshavingnosnowpack LateMarchandApril snowsavedtheyearfrom
beingatotaldisaster howevercalendar totalforecastsbyJune werestillwellbelow
normal

Withalowprojectedannualindex of440000afontheRioGrandethecompact
curtailmentswerekeptlowfortherunoff Thentherainsbegan Significantmonsoons
developedoverthebasincausingarise inthefinalindexflows Ofcoursethehigher
indexforecastlateintheyearmeansahigher obligationunderthecompact
Unfortunately theriseinprojectedindexcameaftertherunoffsohigher curtailment
percentageswererequired lateintheseason to catchup withthefinalforecast
SignificantrainsoccurredinAugustandSeptemberdrasticallyreducing theneedfor
pumpingwells butalsocausingdamagetoalfalfathathadbeencutbutnotbailed
Octoberwitnessedamazingprecipitationinthebasin Theinstantaneousflowsforthe
RioGrandeatDelNorteandtheConejosatMogotealmostexceededthepeakforthe
runoff Thetotalamountofwaterpassingthe index gagesinOctoberexceededthe
totalsforJune

Whilethe Octoberstormsgeneratedsignificantriverflows whichraisedtheindexes
theRioGrande andConejoswere abletodivertmuchofthiswater Thelateseason
precipitationalsohelpedcontributetoimprovedwinterreturnflows

Theareainvolvedinthe RioGrandeWaterConservationDistrict RGWCD
UnconfinedAquiferoftheClosedBasinChangeinStorageStudy lost approximately
35000acrefeetin2006 Thiswasduetothelowrunoffandhotsummer Thelate
seasonrainsandattendantrechargeprobablykeptthedeclineinaquiferlevelstoa
minimum

StreamsontheSangredeCristorangehadsomeoftheworstrunoffonrecord Ute
CreeknearFt Garland hadnorunoffhydrographatall Againthemixedblessingof
rainsinAugustandSeptembergavesomerelieffromthelowstreamflowsbutcaused
thelossofsomecropsinthevalley Callrecordsforallmajorstreamsareavailablein
thetable RiverCalls IrrigationYear 2006

DiversionsforirrigationendedOctober31 2006 ontheRioGrandebecauseofour
ststatusundertheCompact Diversionswereshutoffonthe1 ofNovember 2006onthe

Conejos WhiletheOctoberstormeventcausedsignificantlateflows asharpdropin
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theflowsattheendofOctoberindicatedthattheimpactoftheeventwasending
Howevertheprecipitationandhighflowssignificantlyaddedtothealluvialsystemand
theriverscontinuedtoshowgainsfortherestoftheyear ThegainontheRioGrande
belowDelNorteamountedtoapproximately9000afandontheConejosabout6000af
Coloradoendedtheyearwith15500afofcredit whichwasallocated9500aftotheRio
Grandeand6000aftotheConejos

thPlatoroReservoirwentintowinteroperationNovember7 thedayaftertheRestrictions
underArticle7oftheRioGrandeCompactwereliftedfortheremainderoftheyear

RioGrandeCompactAdministration

Aswasmentionedintheprevioussection theadministrationoftheRioGrande
Compactwasratherchallengingin2006 Asnowpackworsethanthatof2002
accumulatedearlyintheyear SavedbyafewprecipitationeventsinMarchApril the
runoffwasstillpathetic LaterainsinAugust September andfinallyinOctober
contributedextensivelytothefinalindexvalues InJunetheprojectedannualindexfor
theRioGrandeatDelNortewas440000af Theprecipitationeventsadded
approximately130000afcausingtheRioGrandetoendtheyearwithover570000af
indexed TheConejossufferedthesamefate Whileappreciated theprecipitation
causedsuchincreasesinindexflowsthatcurtailmentpercentageshadtobealteredon
aconstantbasistokeepupwiththeimpactontheindices Aftertheirrigationseason
wasovertheRioGrandeandConejossystemscontinuedtohavesignificantreturn
flowsbelowtheupperindexgageswhichcontributedtoaneventualcreditsituationfor
thestate TheSanAntonioandLosPinosriverscontributedparticularlytotheover
deliveryastheseupperindexgages whicharenotcountedagainstColoradoduringthe
wintermonths flowedallwinterlong

Overall Coloradostartedtheyearwithanaccruedcreditof4600 acrefeetasof
January1 2006 andendedtheyearwithatotalaccruedcreditof15500acre feet

stDiversionsontheRioGrandestartedApril1 2006andendedOctober31 Diversions
ontheConejosstartedmidMarch 2006 andendedNovember1st TheConejos
systemstarted2006 with1700acrefeetofaccruedintrastatecredit However the
inabilitytooperatethegatesatPlatoroReservoir inwinter resultedin400af being

ststoreddespitetheprovisionsofArticleVIIoftheRioGrandeCompact Onthe31 of
March 2006 Texasagreedtoarelinquishmentof400afofcreditinElephantButtein
returnforthewaterstoredinPlatoro

ThereleaseofwaterfromRioGrandeProjectStoragein2006totaled435100af This
isapproximately55 ofanormalreleasefortheProject UsableProjectStorageatthe
beginningof2006was397400af with41300afofcreditwateradditionally instorage
UseableProjectStoragewas511300afattheendofDecember 2006with41300af
ofcreditwaterinstorage 4200forColorado and37100forNewMexico However
compactaccountingonJanuary1 2007willmeanthatColoradowillbegintheyearwith
15500afofcreditandNewMexicowith180100afofcredit Thisisdue againtothe
significantprecipitationeventsinthelowerbasinwhereinNewMexicodelivered
273100afinexcessoftheirobligationbutwaslimitedto150000affortheyearbythe
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virtueofArticleVIoftheCompact UsablewaterinprojectstorageonJanuary1willbe
approximately357000af

Over thelast5years UsableProjectStoragehasbeenfluctuatingaboveandbelow
400000af Consequently ArticleVIIoftheCompacthasbeeninvokedandlifted
severaltimes ArticleVIIpreventstheupstreamStatesfromincreasingstorageinany
postCompactreservoirwithoutrelinquishment ThemajorColoradoreservoiraffected
isPlatoroReservoir ColoradocontinuestotakethepositionthattheConejoscanre
regulateprecompactdirectflowrightsinPlatoroaslongastheyarereleasedinthe
sameseason Projectstorageexceeded400000afonDecember28 2005startingthe
2006seasonwithoutalimitationonprojectstorage Thelimitationwasagaininvokedon
April14 2006andlasteduntilNovember6 2006whenprojectstoragewasagainover
400000af

TheUS BureauofReclamation USBR hastakenthepositionthattheycanstore
PriorandParamount rightsfortheNewMexicoPueblosinElVadoReservoir
regardlessofthestatusofArticleVII TheCommissionhashistoricallyopposedthis
actiontonoavail

TheRioGrandeCompactmeetingwasheldonMarch23 2006 inElPaso Texas New
Mexicodidapprovetheaccountingsheetsfor2005 becausetheRioGrandeCompact
CommissionersdirectedtheUSBRholdcreditwaterconstantduringtheyearand
calculateevaporationattheendoftheyearasCompactaccountingoriginallyoccurred

CostillaCreekCompactAdministration

TheCostillaCreekCompactCommissionmetinAlamosa Colorado onMay11 2006
TheCommissionhadadoptedtheMay5 2005WatermasterOperatingManualatthe
May2005annualmeetinganddirectedtheEngineerAdviserstocontinuetoreviewthe
manualforpossibleimprovements TheEngineerAdviserscontinuedtolookfor
methodstoimprovethemanualduringthe2006season

Itwaspossibletodeliverthe1000aftoEastdaleReservoirbyApril11 2006beforethe
irrigationseasonstarted Directflowdiversionswerethenallowedpriortotheirrigation
season Atthestartofthe2006irrigationseason May16 2005 CostillaReservoirheld
12281af TheCommissiondeterminedthat basedonthelowsnowpack forecast
therewouldbenosurpluswaterwouldbeavailablefortheyear Itwasapooryearwith
reservoirwaterneededforirrigationneeds

LuisTrujillocontinuedastheWatermasterwithassistant WatermasterWilfredLucero
forthe2006 irrigationseason TheWatermasterusedthespreadsheetdevelopedby
NewMexicototrackthedailywaterdeliveriesandtodeterminethedeliveryamounts
availabletoeachditch WiththeOperationsManualandthespreadsheets
administrationhassettleddowntoafairlyroutineaffair TheWatermasteremaileda
dailydiversionsheet mostdays totheColoradoEngineerAdvisor
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TheNewMexicohydrologistremainsconcernedthattheCanyonMouthGage operated
bytheUSGS isnotcorrectlydeterminingthestreamdischargeatthislocation
Coloradoagainreviewedtheoperationofthegageandinspectedthestation Colorado
stillagreedthattheUSGSoperationandratingwerewithin normallyaccepted
standards butsuspectedthatthemeterusedbyNewMexicomighthavebeengiving
erroneousdata

TheEngineerAdviserswerealsotaskedwithreviewingtheoperationsofCostilla
Reservoirtodetermineifthethreeinflowgagesneedtobemaintained orifReservoir
elevationsare accurateenoughtodetermineinflowsfordailyadministration The
EngineerAdviserswillbereviewingthe2006dataatthe2007EngineerAdvisers
meeting

ClosedBasin

TheClosedBasinProjectdelivered14304aftotheRioGrandeincalendaryear2006
All ofthedelivery metwaterqualitystandardsfortheRioGrandeCompactand
thereforewascreditabletoColoradosdeliverytotheStateline TheProjectproduceda
totalof17935afforallofthevariouspurposesoutlinedintheenablinglegislationand
thedecree ThetotalamountdeliveredfromtheProjectforallpurposeswas
approximately108 oflastyearstotal

TheProjectcontinuestobeplaguedbyironbacteriacontamination commonlyknown
asbiofouling Thisbiofoulingcontinuestoreducetheoutputcapacityofthewellsbya
largepercentage TheUSBRhastriedvariousremediesfortheproblem buthasmet
withlimitedsuccess In2001 theUSBRbeganawellredrillingprograminanattempt
toincreasetheProjectsproduction TheBureauandConservationdistrictcontinueto
redrillwellstoboosttheprojectsproduction Currentlytherehavebeen41wellsthat
havebeenredrilledwithgoodsuccess Wearebeginningtoseeaslightincreaseinthe
overallproductionoftheProjectduetotheseredrilledwells

TheProjectwaspumpedatmaximumsustainablecapacityfornearlytheentireyear
Testingandrehabilitationofthecontaminatedwellsreducedpumpinglevelsattimes
and therefore theoveralloutputoftheProject TheAllocationCommitteeforthe
Projectsettheinitialallocationat60 fortheRioGrandeand40 fortheConejos
earlyintheyearanditremainedtherefortheentireyear Ofthecreditablewater
deliveredto theriver 5722 afwerecreditedtotheConejosRiverand8582 afwere
creditedtotheRioGrande The15yearcumulativeallocationexpressedasa
percentageofthetotalis601 fortheRioGrandeand399 fortheConejos
Projectdeliveriesmadeduring2006wereasfollows

950aftotheBlancaWildlifeHabitatArea
2681afmitigationdeliverytotheAlamosaNationalWildlifeRefuge
14304af allcreditable totheRioGrande
17935aftotalvolume
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ReservoirOperationsandDamSafety

SeetheDamSafetyBranchannualreportforDamSafetyactivitiesin2006

StreamAdministration

StreamadministrationinDivisionIIIduring2006 waschallenging duetothelow
snowpackandtheoddlytimedprecipitationeventsinthebasin Earlylowforecasts for
basinyieldsledtolowcompactdeliveryrequirementsandcurtailmentpercentages The
weatheragainimpactedthevalleywithvirtuallynoprecipitationinthesummercausing
streamflowstodroptowellbelowaveragebymidJuly Surfacewaterrightswere
severelyimpacted Meanwhilethewellownerscontinuedpumping Thenheavy
precipitationeventsinlateAugust September andOctoberoccurred Theprecipitation
relievedtheneedtopumpwellsheavilyduringthetraditionallyhotanddrylatesummer
andgeneratedlargestreamflowsandtheabilitytorechargesomeadditionalwaterinto
theaquifers Thenetresultwasa35000acrefootlossintheunconfinedaquiferstudy
area Thisissuecontinuestofantheflamesforgroundwateradministration TheRiver
Calltablelaterinthisreportisveryillustrativeoftheshortageofwatersupply
throughoutthebasin

Hydrography

TheHydrographicBranchinDivisionIII hastheresponsibilityofprovidingaccurate
realtime streamflowdataandhistoricrecordproductionforstreamsinandaroundthe
SanLuisValleyofColorado ThisincludestheRioGrandeanditstributaries the
ConejosRiveranditstributaries andthosestreamstributarytotheClosedBasin The
HydrographicBranchalsosupportsthewatercommissionersandotherDWRpersonnel
byprovidingservicessuchasditchmeasurements seepageinvestigations structure
installations waterrelatedconsultations etc

TheHydrographicBranchinDivisionIII isstaffedbyfourhydrographers Longtime
LeadHydrographerCraigCottonwaspromotedtoAssistantDivisionEngineerinthis
division ScottVeneman aHydrographicTechnicianhastakenontheLead
Hydrographerdutieswhilecontinuingtomanagethesatellitemonitoringsystemforthis
division ThethreeotherDivisionIII hydrographersperformhydrodutiesaswellas
manageportionsofthehydrographicprogram StanDitmars alsoaHydrographic
Technician istheDivisionIIIconstructionmanager andLeeConner anEngineerin
Training isinchargeofrepairandmaintenanceofDivisionIII hydrographicand
constructionequipment MattHardesty aProfessionalEngineer washiredin
Septemberandistakingchargeofconstructiondesign

DivisionIII operatesandmaintains57streamflowstationsforwhichitproduces
streamflowrecords FromthesestationstheDivisionIII HydroBranchproduces59
publishedwateryearstreamflowrecordsand9publishedcalendaryearstreamflow
records Inaddition theHydrographicBranchinDivisionIII cooperateswiththe
ColoradoDepartmentofHealthtoproduceandpublish4streamflowrecordsofother
gagingstationsintheSanLuisValley
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In2006 thehydrosinDivisionIIImeasuredandordevelopedmeternotesforstream
andditchmeasurementsnearly1100times Thesemeasurementswereusedto
developfiftyninewateryearrecordsofflow whichwillbepublishedintheDivisionof
WaterResourcesannualstreamflowpublication DivisionIII alsoassistedinthe
developmentandreviewedrecordsfromfourDepartmentofHealthstations whichwill
alsobepublishedintheannualstreamflowpublication Thehydrosalsodevelopednine
calendaryearrecordsforusebytheRioGrandeCompactCommission Inaddition
severalstationswereoperatedasadministrativestationswiththeirflowrecordsnot
beingpublished

SatelliteMonitoring

TheSatelliteMonitoringSystemRepairFacilityinDivisionIIIisresponsiblefor
maintenance repair andcalibrationofallelectronicdatacollectionand telemetry
equipmentinDivisionsIII IV andVII Thefacilityprovidestechnicalsupportand
assistancetofieldengineersandtechniciansinthesedivisionsforsysteminstallation
fieldmaintenance andmodifications Withthepersonnelchangesinthisdivision most
oftheSatelliteSystemresponsibilitiesforDivisionsIVandVIIwereadopted byDavid
HutchensfromtheDenveroffice

InDivisionIII 77gageswithsatellitetelemetryaremaintained whichincludes53
streamgagerecordstations Anadditionalstreamgagerecordstationistiedintothe
satellitetelemetrynetworkviaalineofsiteradiobridgetoastationwithsatellite
telemetry Therearecurrentlyonly3streamgagerecordstationswithnosatellite
telemetry Otherstationswithsatellitetelemetryinclude6streamgageadministrative
stations 11streamgagediversionstations and7reservoirstations Oneofthe
reservoirstationsalsotransmitsoutflowdatafor1additionalstreamgageadministrative
station Ofthe77gageswithsatellitetelemetry 2ofthemalsohavephoneline
telemetry Anadditional1streamgageadministrativestationthatdoesntusesatellite
telemetry butisequippedwithphonelinetelemetryismaintained DWRownsthedata
logger transmitterequipmentat66ofthesestations

Inadditiontotheeverydayrepairandmaintenanceduties severalotherfunctionswere
performedbythefacility InDivisionIII thesatellitesystematCostillaDitchnear
Alamosahadtoberemovedandreinstalledduetonewgageinstallationbytheditch
company AnewHDRdatalogger transmittersystemwasinstalledatBigSpring
CreekatMedanoRanch wheretherewasnoprevioussatellitesystem AnSDI12
radiobridgewasinstalledatthisstationtocommunicatewithanewshaftencoderatthe
nearbyLittleSpringCreekatMedanoRanchstation InDivisionIV onetripwasmade
toRazorCreekaboveVougaReservoirtotroubleshootandrepairsystem

Thisyear inDivisionIII fivemorestationswereupgradedtoHighDataRatedata
loggers transmitters ThisbringsthetotalnumberofDWRownedHDRsystemsinthis
divisionto42 Sincethereare66stationswithDWRownedsatellitetelemetry the
upgradephaseisnearlytwothirdscomplete Thereare11stationswithsatellite
telemetryownedbyotherentities Only3ofthesehavebeenupgradedtoHDR
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NewStationsRehabilitationsModifications

NewrockweircontrolswereinstalledatCottonCreeknearMineralHotSpringsand
SanIsabelCreeknearCrestone

NewinletsandaconcretewellwereinstalledatNorthBranchConejosRivernear
ConejosColorado

GagingstationshelterswereinstalledonexistingstillingwellsatBigSpringCreek
aboveLosOjosDiversionatMedanoRanchandLittleSpringCreekatMedanoRanch
nearMoscainordertomoveelectronicequipmentabovegroundlevel AHDRdata
logger transmittersystemwasinstalledattheBigSpringCreekstationwithanSDI12
radiobridgetoretrieveandtransmitgageheightdatafromtheLittle SpringCreek
station

ThefourfootParshallflumeatBigSpringCreekaboveLosOjosDiversionatMedano
Ranchwasmodifiedwitharampedinsertinthethroatoftheflumetoalleviate
submergenceproblemsandallowflumetopasstheheavysedimentload

ThecablewaycablewasreplacedattheNorthChannelConejosRivernear
LaSausesgage ThecablewaycableandturnbucklewerereplacedattheSouthFork
oftheRioGrandeatSouthForkgage

FloodHardening

TherewasnoFloodHardeningprojectscompletedthisyearinDivisionIII

ClosedBasin

TheHydrographicBranchinDivisionIIIischargedwithfulfillingthetermsand
conditionsofacontractbetweentheStateofColoradoandtheUSBR Thiscontract
providesforstreamflowmeasurementanddatacollectionontheClosedBasinProject
ItistheresponsibilityoftheHydrographicBranchtomeasure record anddisseminate
flowinformationtotheUSBRandtootherpublicentities Inaddition theHydrographers
areconsultedoncertainareasofconcernregardingstreamflowandmeasurement
withintheProject Specifically theDivisionofWaterResourcesisresponsibleforthe
operationofthegagingstationontheClosedBasinCanal andthedevelopmentof
monthlyandyearlystreamflowrecordsfor thislocation Inaddition thereareatleast
nineotherlocationsontheClosedBasinProjectareathataretobemeasuredwhenthe
needarises

Thecurrent5yearcontractagreementbetweentheStateofColoradoandtheUSBR
regardingtheClosedBasinProjectwentintoeffectinFebruaryof2005
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WATERISSUES

InJune of2005 theDivisionofWaterResourcespromulgatedrulesonthe
measurementofgroundwaterinDivisionIII Titled RulesGoverningtheMeasurement
ofGroundWaterDiversionsLocatedinWaterDivisionIII TheRioGrandeBasin these
rulescallforthemeteringofallnonexemptwellsoverfiftygallonsperminutelocatedin
DivisionIII TheRioGrandeWaterUsersAssociationfiledanobjectiontotherules
However theDivision wasabletoworkwiththeobjectorsinworkingoutconcerns
regardingtheavailabilityofmeters allowingvariancesundertheregulations and
settingupstandardizedinformationformsforimplementingtheprogram TheCourt
ruledinfavoroftherulesinJuly2006Thedeadlineforhavingmetersinstalledonthese
wellsisMarch1 2007 InMay2006 aclasswasheldinAlamosatoqualifyinterested
personstoverifytheaccuracyofwellmeters Over60peopleattendedtheclass
assuringthattherewouldbeasufficientnumberofinstallerstohandlethelargenumber
ofwellsinthevalley Tooffsetthewellmeteringworkloadthelegislatureauthorized
sevenadditionalFTEfortheDivisionstaff Hiringeffortsbeganassoonasthenew
fiscalyearbegan BytheendofDecemberthefourfieldtechniciansandprogram
managerhadbeenhired Twoadditionalstaff members anAdministrativeAssistant
andanInformationTechnologyProfessional aretobehiredin2007

Thecontinuingimpactsofthedroughtare feltfarandwideintheentireValley The
depletionofgroundwatersuppliesandthedryantecedentconditionscausedmuch
concernandchangestonormaladministration Theincrediblypoor2006snowpack
causedmuchanguishearlyintheyear Thelowrunoffandlaterhighprecipitation
eventscausedmultiplechangesincompactcurtailmentovertheyear Duetothelow
runofftherewerelower than normaldiversionsintotheClosedBasinagainduringthe
year However lateseasonrains limitedthenormal heavyrelianceonwellpumpingin
thelatterhalfoftheseason TheRGWCDUnconfinedAquiferStorageStudyshowed
onlyaloss of35000af in2006 Comparedtothe1976baseline thestudyarea
containedapproximately1000000af lesswaterbytheend of2006andthetrend
continuesdownward Thissituationmakesallconcernedveryawareoftheimportance
ofmanagingtheaquifersystemstoachieveanoverallbalanceinthesystem The
importanceofacoordinatedrechargesystemandmatchingthedemandtoitisbeing
recognizedbyeventhemostskeptical Inearly2004 SB222waspassedatleastin
partbecauseofthiswellandaquifersituationandprovidestheStateEngineera
mechanisminwhichtoproceedifhethinksthatwelladministrationisnecessary

Forthelastseveralyears theRioGrandeWaterConservationDistrict RGWCD has
encouragedtheformationofgroundwaterSubdistrictstoattempttomanageportionsof
theaquifersystem ThesetypesofSubdistrictswererecognizedinSB222 Theywould
haveastheirgoaltostabilizetheaquifersassociatedwitheachSubdistrictandprevent
injurytoseniorrightsandrestorethehistoricstreamaquiferconnectionandpromotea
sustainablesystem Duringthesummerof2006theCourtapprovedtheformationof
Subdistrict 1locatedintheclosedbasinnorthoftheRioGrande The petitionsfor
formationofSubdistrict 2 alluviumsouthoftheRioGrande arebeingrecollectedfor
submission totheRGWCDforformalreviewandfilingwiththeWaterCourt
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AdditionallytheformationofaSubdistrictintheConejosareastartedcollectingpetitions
inthelatterhalfof2005 anddiscussionshavebeenhadregardingformationof
SubdistrictsintheSaguacheSanLuisarea theTrincheraArea andthe Alamosa La
Jaraarea Absentsomekindofentityandefforttoaddresstheimpactofwellsonthe
system theStateEngineerwillsurelyhavetostepinandrequiresomekindof
administrationoftheaquiferstoaddresstheseissues TheStateEngineerisgivingthe
wellownersanopportunitytouseSB222andaddressthedepletionissuesthemselves
butatsomepointwillhavetoact

SB04222waspassedinthe2004sessionoftheColoradolegislature Thisbillwasthe
combinedeffortofthewaterentitiesinthevalleytoaddresstheconfusionrevolving
aroundtheabilityoftheStateEngineertopromulgaterulesregardingwell
administration Itclearedthewayforthattohappenwhileallowingconsiderable
flexibilitytothestateinaddressingtheseissues Thethreeprimarygoalsofanyplan
wouldbetorestoreandstabilizetheaquifers minimizeinjurytoseniorvestedrights
andinsurethattheStatecanmeetherCompactobligations Thebillrecognizesentities
liketheSubdistrict outlinedabove toprovideavehicletoaddresstheseissueswithin
thevalleywithouthavingtheStatecomeinandpromulgaterulesthatwouldbemuch
lessflexible ThebillalsorecognizestheabilityoftheStatetoconsidermanydifferent
issuesintheoverallissueofmanagementoftheaquifer

TheStateEngineerpromulgatedRulesandRegulationsregardingnewappropriations
fromtheConfinedAquiferin2004 BeginninginJanuary2006 trialwasheldonthe
meritsoftheRulesandRegulationsandthemodelsupportingthoserules Thetrial
lastedsixweeks TheCourtissueditsrulinginNovember2006affirmingtherulesand
theunderlyingmodel IndeedtheCourtopinedthatSustainabilitywillbethenextgreat
tenantinwaterlaw Thatrulinghasbeenappealedandmaybereviewedbythe
SupremeCourtin2007

ONGOINGPROJECTS

RGDSS

AsnotedinWaterIssuesabovetheRioGrandeDecisionSupportSystemprojectwas
deemedsufficient bytheWaterCourttosupportthe RulesandRegulationsfornew
appropriationsfromtheconfinedaquiferasrequiredundertheRGDSSenabling
legislation HB981011 Workcontinuestorefineandupdatethemodelasmoredata
becomeavailable

RioGrandeSilveryMinnow

TheRioGrandeSilveryMinnowcontinuestocauseeveryoneontheRioGrandeinNew
Mexicotoreconsiderhowandwhythingsaredoneandwheretofindenoughwaterto
keeptheriverwettedthroughoutthereachfromAlbuquerquetoElephantButte The
2006year withitslowrunoff wasnotparticularlykindtotheminnowwithwhatappears
tobepotentially lowrecruitmentrates Evenlateseasonrainsdidnotseemtoproduce
aspikeinthe populationofminnows Thedivisionwasinvolvedinthedraftingofthe
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SilveryMinnowRecoveryPlan Thedraftwasfinalized inOctober 2005andsubmitted
totheregionalofficeoftheUSFWSforreview Weawaititsreleasefromtheregional
office

SouthwesternWillowFlycatcher

During2004theUSFWS redesignatedproposedcriticalhabitatfortheendangered
SouthwesternWillowflycatcher InDivisionIII thenewdesignationincludedthe
ConejosRiveruptoHWY285andtheRioGrandeuptoDelNorte TheDivisionand
theRGWCDspentmanyhoursprovidingcommentsonthelistingtotheUSFWS The
RGWCDalsoformulatedaHabitatConservationPlan HCP thatisdesignedtohelp
maintainthehabitatthebirdneeds AdditionallytheUSFWSpersonnelatthelocal
wildliferefuges AlamosaandMonteVistaNationalWildlifeRefuges spend
considerableeffortinassuringusefulhabitatforthespecies Asaresultofthe
comment theworkontheHCP andtheRefugesextraordinarysuccessinsponsoring
thebird thefinaldesignationofcriticalhabitat 2005 didnotincludeanylandin
Colorado TheRGWCDcontinuestoworkontheHCPtosatisfytheUSFWS
requirements

UpperRioGrandeWaterOperationsModel

TheUpperRioGrandeWaterOperationsModelbeingconstructedbytheFederal
agenciesinNewMexicoisbasicallycomplete TheBureauofReclamationandArmy
CorpsofEngineershaveuseditfortheaccountingsince2000 Theaccountingmodule
hasbeenapprovedinitspresentstatebytheEngineerAdvisersandtheCommission
foruseinthefuture Themodelisbeingrefinedonacontinuingbasis

AlamosaRiverRestorationProject

TheAlamosaRiverWatershedRestorationCommitteeobtainedfundingviaa
settlementwiththepartiesinvolvedintheSummitvilleMineproject Therearesevere
restrictionsontheuseofthosefunds TheCommitteecontinuesworkingwiththe
ColoradoWaterConservationBoardandanindependentengineeringfirmtoanalyze
theneedsofthewatershedanddeterminethebestuseoftheacquiredfunds The
Divisionhasattendedscoopingandplanningmeetingstoprovideinputonthewater
rightsimplicationsofvariousproposedprojects TheCommitteehasdevelopedalistof
projectswhichincludesitemsfromriverstabilizationstructures instreamflows to
grazingmanagementinriparianareas TheCommitteeismostinterestedindeveloping
aninstreamflowinthereachusingpurchasedwaterandstorageinterracereservoir
TheCommitteeispreparingafundingrequestforRoundtablereviewtosupplementthe
existingfunding

RioGrandeHeadwatersRestorationProject

Withthecompletionofthefeasibilitystudy theRioGrandeRestorationProjectisnowin
transitiontoimplementation Thereportinthatstudywillbeusedtocontinuetheproject
intheimplementationphaseandwillbeaguidefortheworktobedone Theadvisory
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teamwasverypleasedwiththeproductandisnowpushinghardtofundstartthe
project

GroundwaterEnforcement

TheDivisionIIIstaffcontinuestomakeconcertedeffortsto addressnumerousissues
regardingtheuseofgroundwater Sincetherearenogroundwateradministrationrules
ineffect thestaffhastrieddiligentlytoaddressissuesofexpandeduse improperuse
ofwellsonlandtheywerenotintendedtoserveandchangeofuseswithout
confirmationbytheStateEngineerortheWaterCourt Termsandconditionson
permits lateregistrationsanddecreesprovideourinitialguidancealongwithextensive
aerialphotointerpretation Theseissuesariseinvariousways butmanyfinduswithout
anyeffortonourpart Therecentimplementationofwellmeteringruleshasrequired
thatownersinstallmetersontheirwells Staffinventoryofwellsandreviewofthe
installationsandvarianceshasgeneratedahostofadditionalissueswithrespecttothe
currentuseofsomewells Thesearebeingbroughttotheattention oftheownersso
theyhaveanopportunitytocorrectthoseproblemseitherthroughadministrativeor
courtproceedings Numerousissues particularlyinregardstoexpandedusecometo
ourattentionbypeopleparticipatingintheEQUIPprogramoftheNRCS Withthe
Federalgovernmentslargecostshareinthisprogram usershaveinmanyinstances
triedtoaddnewacreagesbeyondthatofawellsstatedorhistoricservicearea The
deliveryefficienciesofnewpipelines sprinklersandregulatingreservoirsinmany
instancescreates extrawater thattheywanttotaketonewgroundanddramatically
increasetheconsumptiveuseofawellsproduction Thereislittleunderstandingthat
theincreaseinconsumptiveuseinanoverappropriatedsystemisdetrimentaltothe
entirearea NRCSstaffshaveinsomecasesnotgraspedtheconceptthat
conservationandefficiencycannotanddoesnotcreatetheabilitytoaddnewacres It
isveryhardformanytounderstandthatthereisnowatersavingsjustbecausethere
maybelesswaterpumpedbutthenewsystemanditsefficiencyhasincreased
consumption WehavemetwiththeNRCSonnumerousoccasionsandtheynowrefer
allpotential waterexpansion applicationstotheDivisionofficeforreviewpriorto
NRCSapproval Theseeffortstakeconsiderableresourcesbutareabsolutelyessential
tousholdingthelineonoverallconsumptiveuseintheRioGrandeBasin TheRio
GrandeandConejosRiversystemsareconsumptiveuselimitedpursuanttotheRio
GrandeCompact andsincetheBasinisalreadyoverappropriated wecannotafford
anynewdepletionstothesystem

ONGOINGISSUES

WaterCourtActivities

Twenty onecaseswerefiledintheDivisionIIIWaterCourtduring2006 Themajorityof
thecasesfiledduringtheyearsoughtachangeofundergroundwaterright Typically
theApplicantsoughttoadjudicateanexistingalternatepointofdiversionor
supplementalwellorconvertthehistoricusetoanewuse Someofthesehavebeen
filedinresponsetoinvestigationsunderthewellmeteringrules TheDivisioncontinues
toopposethoseWaterCourtapplicationsthatseektodeepenanexistingnon exempt

Page12DWRDiv3AnnualReport



wellorconstructanewalternateorsupplementalpointofdiversion PursuanttoPolicy
20033 the StateEngineerhasdeniedwellpermitapplicationsfordeepeningwells
andorconstructionofanewsupplementaloralternatepointofdiversion Thispolicy
hasbeenbackedbyStatementsofOppositionfiledagainstsuchclaims Atrial
scheduledtobeheardinfrontofJudgeKuenholdduringNovember 2004onthis
matter wasdismissedastheApplicantchosetopursueassistancewithformationofa
groundwaterSubdistrictratherthandefendhisrighttoachangeofwaterrightinCourt

Whilemostcases inDivisionIIIareresolvedthroughtheDivisionEngineers
recommendationandnegotiationofthosetermsandconditionsplacedinthedecree
somerequireahearingoratrial JudgeKuenholdremainstheWaterJudgeand
Margaret Peg RussellcontinuedasWaterCourtReferee

WaterCourtcaseworkduring2006was currentlyassignedtoMikeSullivan Craig
Cotten orPatMcDermott TheWaterCommissionersalsolendhelpwhenneededvia
fieldinspectionsorhistoricalknowledgeoftheclaim

INVOLVEMENTINTHEWATERUSERCOMMUNITY

Asalways westrivedtobeasinvolvedaspossibleinthewaterusercommunityagain
in2006 OurstaffattendstheregularlyscheduledmeetingsoftheRioGrandeWater
UsersAssociation theSanLuisValleyWaterConservancyDistrict theConejosWater
ConservancyDistrict theRioGrandeWaterConservationDistrict theClosedBasin
OperatingCommittee theTrincheraIrrigationCompany andallotherWaterUsergroup
meetingsthatweareinvitedtoattend

Thewellmeteringstaffattendedmanyforumsandputonpublicmeetingsinallareasof
thevalleytoinformthecommunityabouttherequirementsofthenewRulesand
RegulationsforWellMetering

Additionally thestaffhasgivenpresentationstovariouselementaryandhighschools
aroundtheValley TheWaterCommissionersmakethemselvesavailableandattend
manyoftheditchcompanymeetingsheldintheirdistricts Wehaveactivelyparticipated
intheSanLuisValleyWetlandsFocusGroup theRioGrandeSilveryMinnowRecovery
PlanTeam theSouthwesternWillowFlyCatcherRecoveryTechnicalAdvisoryTeam
theBureauofLandManagementRioGrandeCorridorPlan theRGDSSAdvisory
Team UpperRioGrandeWaterOperationsModelAdvisoryandTechnicalTeams The
UpperRioGrandeWaterOperationPlanReview TheRioGrandeHeadwater
RestorationProject andmanyotherpublicforumswhichrequireinputonwaterissues

TheDivisionstaffhaveattendedandprovidedinputontheformationofSubdistricts
underSB222andinthedevelopmentofserviceplansundertheauthorizedSubdistrict

TheDivisionEngineerhasbeenattendingtheRioGrandeRoundtablemeetingsasan
advisertotheRoundtable Themeetingshavebeenanopportunitytoprovideeducation
onwaterissuestoa largegroupofindividualswithvariedbackgroundsandinterests
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TheRoundtablehasbeguntoevaluatewaterprojectfundingproposalsforsubmission
totheCWCB

ThestaffofDivisionIIIparticipatedinanumberofpublicforumsrelatingtowaterThe
DivisionEngineerhasalsobeeninvolvedinanumberofconferencesandseminarsin
theSanLuisValleyconcerningthedrought includingthePotatoGrainConference and
theAdamsStateopenforumonwaterissues Thelevelofinterestisveryhighsince
2002especiallyregardingtheaquiferconditionsandthelackofstreamflowandhowto
incorporatewellsintotheprioritysystem Severalhundredpeoplehaveattendedthese
conferencesandmuchinformationhasbeendisseminated Severalvoluntaryactions
arebeingsuggestedforwellownerstoreducetheirdraftontheaquiferandimpactto
streamsystem

PERSONNELWORKLOADISSUES

WellAdministrationandPermittingActivities

Thewellpermittingworkloadpickedupsomewhatin2006withover395permitsissued
fromtheDivisionIIIoffice ofthese 234wereissuedaftertheJuly1feereduction Asin
prioryears muchofthepermittingisfornewresidencesinthevalleyaswellas
replacementforolderwells

PursuanttotheWellPermittingGuidelines forWaterDivisionIIIdatedOctober28
1999 theDivisionstaffcontinuestosubmitrecommendationswithallnonexemptwell
permitapplicationsprocessedbytheDenverstaff Manynonexemptirrigationwells
werereplacedduring2006asaquiferlevels continuedtheirdecline Olderwells
continuetofailascasingsrustandcollapseandneedreplacementaswell Agreat
dealofresearchgoesintoeachchecklistbeforeitissubmittedtotheDenveroffice
Althoughthisprocessiscumbersomeattimes itallowsthestafftheopportunityto
discoveranydiscrepancieswiththeexistingpermitsanddecreesandprevent
expansionofuse

WellInspectionprogram

ThewellinspectionprogramcontinuestobeanimportantpartoftheDivisionIII
operations Asnotedabove policy20033 regardingdeepeningofnonexemptwells
wouldbedifficulttooverseewithoutawellinspectortophysicallyreview construction
Theinspectorcontinuestoassurethatexemptandnonexemptwellsareconstructedin
accordancewiththeConstructionRulesaspromulgatedbytheBoardofExaminers

WaterRecordsandInformation

InthisageofsatelliteuplinksandcomputerrecordkeepingtheWaterCommissioners
wouldnotbeabletoperformtheirdutieswithoutthecomputer Theavailabilityofgage
informationfromthecomputereachmorningallowstheCommissionerstomakeand
implementdecisionsregardingdiversionsearlyintheday The information published
dailyinthestreamadministrationsheetthatisavailabletothewaterusers allowsfor
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moreefficientallocationofthisvaluableresource Italsokeepsthewaterusersmore
informedabouttheconditionsontherivereachday Dailydiversionsheetsareposted
inalldistrictsandareavailableinthedivisionoffice Thedivisioncontinuestolook
towardimprovingthedailysheetstobetterserveourusers

Diversionrecordswentslowlybutsmoothlythisyearwiththedivisionagainusing
Hydrobasefordiversionrecords Withvacanciesinthedivisionseniorstaff therecords
reviewprocesswasdelayed ThedivisionalsoparticipatesintheHydrobaseteam
meetingsineffortstostandardizerecordkeepingandproduction TheTeamhasmet
severaltimesandsucceededinreviewingthewaterrightstabulationsystem and the
diversioninformationsystem TheDivisionsawsomeoftheproposedchangestothe
dataentrysystemduring2006 however themassivedatabaseneedsofthewell
meteringprogramdivertedtheprogrammersduringpartof2006sonotallthechanges
wereinplacebytheendof2006

PersonnelChanges

During2006thelegislatureauthorizedDivisionIIItohireuptosevennewstaffforwell
metering AdditionallyaPSRSpositionauthorizedduring2005wasfilledin2006
Finally previousretirements promotions andvacancies continuedtocascadethrough
theDivision

InFebruary2006 MikeSullivanwasformallyappointedasDivisionEngineer Hehad
beenactingDivisionEngineersinceAugust2005 PreviouslyhewastheAssistant
DivisionEngineer

In May2006CraigCottenwasappointedtheAssistantDivisionEngineer Craigwas
formerlytheLeadHydrographerinDivisionIII

ScottVenemanhasbeenplacedinchargeoftheHydrographicBranchinDivisionIII a
reflectionofhisexpertise commitmentandexperienceasaHydrographer

MatthewHardestywashiredinSeptemberasaProfessionalEngineerforthe
HydrographicBranch takingovermanyofthedutiesCraigCottenperformed Mattwas
formerlyaProfessionalEngineerwithDavisEngineering

RobPhillipswaspromotedtofillthenewPSRSpositionintheAlamosaoffice Robwas
formerlytheLeadWaterCommissionerinWD22

CoreyDeAngeliswashiredinSeptemberasaProfessionalEngineertooverseeand
formtheWellMeasurementGroup CoreywasaProfessionalEngineerandPrincipal
withDavisEngineering

WaynePeckwaspromoted inOctobertoWellMeasurement TechnicianintheWell
MeteringGroup WaynehadbeentheDeputyWaterCommissionerontheAlamosaLa
Jaradrainage WaynewasextensivelyinvolvedinDivisionIIIsoffseasonwellinventory
processforseveralyearsbeforehispromotion
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SamRiggenbaughwashiredinOctoberasaWellMeasurementTechnicianintheWell
MeteringGroup Samhadextensiveexperiencewithirrigationsystemsandinoperating
abusinesswithintensiveorganizationalandcustomercontactrequirements

SteveRiverawashiredinDecemberasaWellMeasurementAssistantintheWell
MeteringGroup StevehasadegreefromCSUinWildlifeBiology hasexperienceasa
ditchriderandirrigatorandisintimatelyfamiliarwiththewaterresourcesoftheValley

RichardMerrillwashiredinDecemberasaWellMeasurementAssistantintheWell
MeteringGroup DickisaretiredNavalOfficerwithengineeringandpersonnel
managementexperience AfterretiringfromtheNavy Dickwasinvolved asaprincipal
incompaniesprovidingprofessionalandtechnicalservices

OnDecember31 2006PerryAlspaughretiredfromDWRafter27years Perrywasthe
WaterCommissionerinchargeoftheLaGaritaCarnerodrainagesandtheupperRio
Grande

Finally inlateDecember PatMcDermott staffengineerwaspostedtoDivisionIV to
becometheAssistantDivisionEngineer PatsincredibleknowledgeoftheRioGrande
basinwillbemissed

Thepromotionofexistingstafftonewpositionshascreatedacascadeeffectwhere
positionswithinDivisionIIIarestillbeingfilledinto2007 Asofthebeginningof2007
WaterCommissionerpositionswerevacantinWD22 WD21 andWD20 Creditbelongs
toCraigCottonfordraftingmanyofthenewPDQsandinworkingdiligentlytohirethe
newstaffandfillthevacancies

TrainingActivities

DivisionIIIsponsoredaWellMeasurement trainingsessionintheValley Theclasswas
taughtbytheDivisionIIWellMeasurementStaff WearethankfulthatDivisionIIwas
sogenerousin lending theirexpertiseandstafftimetoDivisionIIItohelplaunchthe
WellMeteringprogram

WorkloadIssues

TheworkloadissueshaveexplodedinDivisionIII withfour majorchanges
implementationofWellMeteringregulations formationofSubdistricts Roundtable
activities andRulesandRegulationsTrials

WellMetering ThesimplehiringofstafffortheWellMeteringduringtheyearadded
anotherlayer of workfortheexistingstaff Withthestaffonboardtheprogramis
runningwell buthasalsoplacedaburdenontheITstaffintheneededdevelopmentof
databasesandprogramsforcollectionanduseofdataessentialtotheprogram
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Subdistricts TheformationofSubdistrictshasrequiredtheDivisionEngineerdevote
considerabletimetomeetingsregardingformationofSubdistricts developmentof
serviceplans andwatermanagementplans TheDeputyStateEngineerhasalsobeen
workingwiththeBoardofManagersofSubdistrict 1toassurethattheprovisionsof
SB04222arefirmlyaddressedintheirplanning Theformationoftwoadditional
Subdistricts projectedfor2007willaddconsiderablytothisworkload

Roundtable TheRioGrandeRoundtablemeetsmonthlyinDivisionIII Thefirst
meetingswerespentinestablishingprotocols rules andbylaws Sinceadoptionofthe
bylaws theRoundtablehasbeenreviewingproposalsforfundingofwaterprojectsand
becomingeducated onwaterissues TheDivisionEngineerattendsallmeetings
provideseducationalpresentations andattendsadvisesthesubcommitteeonwater
projects

OflesserpersonnelimpacttoDivisionIII thetrialontheRulesandRegulations
regardingnewappropriationsfromtheconfinedaquifer hadahugeimpactonDWRin
general ForsixweekstheStatEngineer DeputyStateEngineer WaterUnitAttorneys
andModelingstaffwereinconstantattendanceatthetrial Theireffortsareappreciated
bytheDivisionIIIstaff

Finally asistruethroughoutDWR thegeneralworkloadcontinuestoincrease The
increasingcomplexityofwatercourtcases theimpactthedroughthashadonwell
permittingrequestsandrequirements andtheissuesbeinguncoveredaspartofthe
wellmeteringeffortshaveallcontributedtothestaffsworkload

EMPLOYEERECOGNITION

WaterCommissioneroftheYear

ArtRivalewaschosenasWaterCommissioneroftheYearfor2006inrecognitionofhis
effortsintrainingWaterCommissionersinDivisionIII Inthelast6yearsArthastrained
threeWaterCommissionerswhohaveallgoneontomoreresponsiblepositions a
reflectionoftheexcellenttrainingArthasprovided

PUBLICRECOGNITION

DitchSuperintendentoftheYear

MikeSpringswashonoredasthe SuperintendentoftheYear for2006 Mikehandles
oneofthemostcomplexaugmentationsystemsintheRioGrandeandisalwaysin
communicationwiththeWaterCommissionstoassurethatthingsareoperating
smoothlyandcorrectly

WaterManageroftheYear

RaymondPricewashonoredasthe WaterManageroftheYear for2006 Raymond
hasbeenwiththeCommonwealth Empire Canal for manyyearsandrunsthe
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extensiveEmpiresystem Raymondsquickresponsetochanges willingnesstohelp
ourwatercommissioners andcandoattitudeearnedhimthisaward

KEYOBJECTIVESANDGOALS

Manyofourkeyobjectivesandgoalsareongoingfromyeartoyear buttheyformthe
basisforwhatwedoandhowwedoit Thefollowingareourkeyobjectivesfortheyear
2007
1 AdministertheRioGrandeandCostillaCreekCompactsinamannerthat

ensurestheentitlementsofColoradoundereachCompactarefullyrealizedand
utilizedandthatColoradosobligationsaremet

2 OperatetheDivisionIIIofficeina mannerthatallowsustostaywithinour
budget

3 Implementthewellmeteringrulesandcontinuetheprocessofbuildingsuitable
databasesandprogramstoeffectivelycollectandutilizetheinformationgathered
throughtheprogram

4 ImplementtheprovisionsoftheLongRangePlan
5 Continuetodevelopandimplementthequalityassurancequalitycontrolprogram

forDivisionIIIassuring accuratepresentandhistoricdiversionrecords proper
waterrightsinformation current ownershipcontact information andcontinuing
anaccurateandefficientdecentralizedwellpermittingprogram

6 Constantlyimprovethequalityofourhydrographicanddiversionrecordsand
meetalldeadlinesforthecompletionandsubmittaloffinalrecords

7 Coordinatewithwaterusergroups Roundtables individualsandotherStateand
Federalagenciesonissuessuchasendangeredspecies instreamflows
Compactadministration InterstatelitigationandWaterCourtapplications in
ordertomaximizecooperationandminimizedisputes

8 WorkwithCWCB theSEO andtheconsultantsontheRGDSSprojecttoupdate
andrefinethemodel

9 ContinuetoimplementPrincipalCenteredLeadership
10 Identifyanyproblemswithandimprovewateradministrationateverylevelinthe

organization
11 ToeffectivelyaccomplishtheWaterCourtprocessresponsibilitieswithefficiency

toprovidetermsandconditionsthatwillpracticallyandeffectivelydealwith
impacttoothervestedrights

12 InsurethatalldamsinDivisionIIIaremonitoredfrequentlyenoughtorecognize
anydeficienciesandpromptlyworkwithownerstocorrectthem Alltheseefforts
toinsuretheintegrityofourdamsandtoprovidepublicsafetyasitinvolves
thosestructures

13 ProvidesoundjudgmentandencouragementtotheSubdistrictsandwellowners
tomovetoasustainablesystemthataddressesimpacttothesurfacestreamand
protectstheriverinallways

14 Promulgateeffectiverulesthatidentifyandaddresstheissuesfacingthisvalley
withregardsmanagementoftheaquifers seniorrights andourCompact
compliance
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MAJORACTIVITIESIN2006

Thepotentialforawellbelowrunoff isarealpossibilityin2007 withaconsequent
increaseinpublicawarenessofwaterissues DivisionIII staffwillbeproactivein
providingwateravailabilitydiversioninformationtowaterusers

Withtheimplementationofthe MeasurementRulesforGroundwaterWithdrawalsin
theRioGrandBasin metersare tobeinplace onallwells byMarch1 2007
Collecting processing populatingdatabases andutilizingthemassiveamountsof
information muchofitinpaperform willpresentformidabletasksfortheDivisionIII
staff

Additionallythestaffwillbereviewingdraftingrulesforpostcompactdepletionsabove
theCompactindexgagesforpossiblepromulgationinlate2007orearly2008

DealingwiththeESAissuesbothinColoradoanddownstreaminNewMexicowillbe
anotheractivityin2007 TheSouthwesternWillowFlycatcher whichhascriticalhabitat
ontheMiddleRioGrande and theimperiledSilveryMinnowcontinuetoeffectwater
administrationontheRioGrandeinNewMexico

TheadministrationofthetwoInterstateCompactsinDivisionIIIwillbeamajorinterest
inourworkload Eachyearweareremindedofhowficklethesystemscanbeandhow
carefullywemustconsidertheactionwetake theeffectsofthoseactionsandhowwe
setuptheriveradministrationastheseasongoesby

TheUSParkServicefiledanapplicationattheendof2004topreserveandprotectthe
aquiferundertheGreatSandDunes Thisuniqueapplicationclaimsallunappropriated
waterintheaquifersbelowthedunemass Thisapplicationisbeingsetfortrialandwill
requiresomestafftimeintrialpreparationtowardtheendoftheyear

INNOVATIVEADMINISTRATIONTECHNIQUES

AttherequestoftheStateEngineer wewillattempttodescribeafewtechniquesto
solveproblemsthatwehaveorareworkingontoaddressproblemsthatdonotlend
themselvestonormalremedies

1 Theoutletgatestructureinthe damatRioGrandeReservoirhassuffered
damageonseveraloccasionsapparentlyduetounusualturbulenceconditionsin
certainrangesofflow ThroughthejointeffortsoftheSanLuisValleyIrrigation
District theusersontheRioGrande otherreservoirowners andDivisionof
WaterResources operatingcriteriawillcontinuetobereviewedanddeveloped
toreleaseflowsoutsideofthedamagingrangeofflowandprotectthe
downstreamvestedrights Thiscriterionwillhavetoensurethatnoseniorusers
downstreamorourabilitytodeliverCompactwatertoNewMexicoisimpacted
bythisreleaserestriction WecontinuetobeincontactwiththeDistricttofind
thosetoolsnecessarytoaccomplishtheabove Also theReservoirispursuing
fundingthatcouldallowforrepairofthegatesandapotentialexpansionofthe
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Reservoir TheDivisionissupportingtheseeffortsasresolutionofthegateissue
andadditionstoragemaysignificantlyassistinwateradministration inthebasin

2 Duringextremelydrywintermonthsasseeninthelastfewyears thereareareas
intheSanLuisValleythatarepronetodomesticwellsgoingdryandtheproblem
ofstockoutofwater Afterseveraldifferentscenariosweresuggested tried and
failed wewillamendour normalCompactadministrationinsomecaseswhen
possible Wewilltrytoletspecificditchesdivertsmallamountsofwaterduring
thewinterandpaytheCompactbacklaterinthespringbygivingupapartof
theirirrigationsupply Thishasbeenaccomplishedoverthepastcoupleyears
withgreatsuccess Wecontinuetohaveextremelydrywarmwintersonthe
Valleyfloorandthisissueisverypersistent

3 Wearecurrentlyworkingonanoperatingplanthatwouldallowtheuseofapre
Compactreservoirto prestore Compactwaterthatwouldnormallyberunto
theStatelinetotrytominimizetheover orunderdeliveryofourobligation

4 Theuseofprivateirrigationreservoirstocontrolflooding Withtheagreementof
areservoircompany wearetryingtoreregulatethepeakofthehydrographin
highyearstopreventfloodingofvulnerableareasdownstreamonseveralriver
basinsinDivisionIII

5 WearecooperatingwiththeRGWCDandthewellownersintheValleytotryand
reducethedemandontheaquifer viatheinnovativeSB04222legislation This
legislationallowsforSubdistrictstodevelopgroundwatermanagementplansand
selfmanage groundwaterissuesunderDWRreview Intheinterim withthe

continuingdeclineinmanyportionsoftheaquifer wearestillurgingwellusersto
continuetoreducetheirpumpingtotheextentpossibleintheirindividual
operationstojumpstartanyrecovery

MOSTIMPORTANTEVENTSOF2006

ThetrialandapprovaloftheRulesandRegulationsregardingnewappropriationsfrom
theConfinedAquiferhasfinallysolidifiedthemoratoriumonnewappropriationsthatthe
StateEngineersofficeimplementedintheearly1970s

ApprovaloftheRulesandRegulationsregardingWellMeteringintheRioGrande
Basinwasanothermilestonein2006 Implementationoftheruleswillallowforempirical
datatobeavailabletoanalyzetheactualuseofgroundwater inthebasin

TheapprovalofSubdistrict 1 Unconfinedaquifer ClosedBasinarea hasallowedthe
waterusersinthatareatheopportunitytosolvetheaquiferoverdraftandattendant
impactstosurfacestreamsinnewways Ratherthantheadministrativeaxetheowners
willuseeconomicmeanstoselffundandpurchaseretirewaterrightsandreduce
impacts

TheRioGrandedrainagecontinuedtoexperienceconditionsunequaledinthehistoryof
theRioGrandeCompact Theveryoddlowsnowpackandearlyrunoffwerepartially
compensatedbylateseasonrainswhichallowedforareductioninpumpingdemand
andadditionalrechargeopportunities Itmadeforadifficultadministrativeyearunder
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thecompactandlateseasonrainscontributedtoanoverdelivery ofwaterforthe
compact

The2006SWE greenline wasfarbelow2002untilMarch DespitesnowinMarchandApril the

basinexperiencedaveryearlymeltoutcomparedtoaverage

SanMarcialRailroadBridge nearElephantButterReservoir
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A TRANSMOUNTAINDIVERSIONSUMMARY INFLOWS2006

RECIPIENT SOURCE

10YearAverage CurrentYear

WD ID NAME STREAM AF DAYS AF DAYS WD ID STREAM

1 2 0 0 78 467020 917 DonLaFont 1Ditch TribRedMtnCreek TribPiedraRiver

12 7 0 0 78 467120 918 DonLaFont 2Ditch TribRedMtnCreek TribPiedraRiver

449 61 461 48 31 463820 919 PineRiver Weminuche NFLosPinos

772 141 835 174 62 77420 920 Tabor TribClearCreek CebollaCreek
177 37 72 19 29 4669TreasurePassDitch20 921 SFRioGrande WolfCreek
853 29 242 15 31 4637WeminuchePassD20 922 Weminuche RinconLaVaca

378 95 359 121 78 467220 923 WilliamsCreekSquawPass SquawCreek WilliamsCreek
734 81 231 36 28 465626 702 Tarbell SaguacheCreek CochetopaCreek

B TRANSMOUNTAINDIVERSIONSUMMARY OUTFLOWS

219 67 126 73 35 65779 NA HudsonBranchDitch HuerfanoRiver MedanoCreek

79 NA MedanoDitch HuerfanoRiver MedanoCreek
530 54 264 73 35 658
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RESERVOIRSTORAGESUMMARY
IRRIGATIONYEAR 2006
AMOUNTOFSTORAGE

MINIMUM MAXIMUM
WD ID RESERVOIRNAME SOURCESTREAM AF DATE AF DATE ENDYR

20 3532 BeaverPark BeaverCreek 2709 10312006 4489 5232006 2709

20 3536 Continental NorthClearCreek 10 11012005 3220 5152006 1016

20 3554 RioGrande RioGrande 5815 7142006 25184 3282006 9314

20 3558 SantaMaria NorthClearCreek 4563 7312006 8021 3312006 4592

21 3582 LaJara LaJaraCreek 1116 7312006 1921 4152006 1312

21 3583 Terrace AlamosaRiver 3389 10052006 8560 5222006 3621

22 3574 Platoro ConejosRiver 7030 11172005 16727 6132006 8192

24 3576 Sanchez CulebraCreek 9916 9182006 21429 4172006 11900

35 3529 Mt Home TrincheraCreek 1429 11012005 3045 6092006 1873

35 3530 Smith TrincheraCreek 230 9202006 2527 4032006 1080
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WATERDIVERSIONSUMMARIES2006

STRUCTURES ALLOTHER TOIRRIGATION
REPORTING STRUCTURES

With No No No No Visits Total Total Total Number Average
WD RecorWater Water Info RecorStructure Diversions DiversionDiversions ofAcres AF

d Avail TakeAvail d s AF Irrigated PerAcre
1 2 n 4 5 AF to

3 Storage
AF

68 26 46 8520 543534 329389 16720 400 10780 551297

17 7 3 3012 134249 5246 91362 52872 17321 77

0 22 9 2636 218087 8986 206120 85467 24122 139

24 69 2 5 13 1772 55338 11513 52717 21824 242

25 134 41 30 10 1389 39714 0 39495 10388 380

26 124 95 15 20 914 24082 0 23846 9765 241

27 19 24 6 9 360 9242 0 8475 3420 248

10 75 68 1097 18014 4607 12474 19947 06335 34

TOT 996 257 186 178 19700 1042260 41132 985426 533072 185
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WATERADMINISTRATIONDATASUMMARIES
RIVERCALLS IRRIGATIONYEAR 2006

District MostSeniorPriorityCurtailed MostJuniorPriorityServed CallingRightinSpring
20 203 190324F 178
RioGrande RioGrandeCanal FarmersUnionCanal RioGrandeCanal
21 16 59 4
LaJara JoseAtencioDitch AlamosaDitch CoddingtonDitchAPD
21 9 74 1
Alamosa ValdezDitch WeistDandN AlamosaD ElViegoDitch
22 1 190 1
Conejos Guadalupe RomeroandManassa ChristiansenDitch RomeroDitch
22 3 194 160
SanAntonio ElCoda 8mile Ditch JacksonDitch
24 11 19512 23
Culebra CerroDitch LobatoDitch 2 GuadalupeSanchezDitch
26 8 23 14
Saguache LawrenceDitch 3 WallDitch HearnDitch
27 8 8
LaGarita HomeDitch 1 ALL HomeDitch 1
27 17 60B 10
Carnero LaMogoteDitch 2 OmnibusDitch ShownDitch
35 32 51 44
TrincheraandTributaries Seyfried GarlandDitchNo 2 BeckwithDitch
BecauseoftheidiosyncrasiesoftheadministrationschemeinDistrict25 nosuchinformationcouldbeobtainedwhichmadesense
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WATERADMINISTRATIONDATASUMMARIES
WATERDIVERSIONSUMMARIESFORVARIOUSUSES IRRIGATIONYEAR2006

TRANS TRANS
MOUNTAIN BASIN DOMESTIC

WD OUTFLOW OUTFLOW MUNICIPAL COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL RECREATION FISHERY HOUSEHOLD STOCK

0 14928 6627 371 0 0 814 161 020

0 0 72 0 0 0 0 0 021

0 0 1941 0 0 0 0 815 022

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 024

0 0 219 1545 0 0 0 0 025

0 0 179 0 0 0 0 0 026

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 027

390 9 272 2 0 0 130 6 035

Total 390 14937 9310 1918 0 0 944 982 0
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WATERADMINISTRATIONDATASUMMARIES
WATERDIVERSIONSUMMARIESFORVARIOUSUSES IRRIGATIONYEAR2006

SNOW MINIMUM POWER
AUGMENTATION EVAPORATION GEOTHERMAL MAKING STREAMFLOW GENERATIONWILDLIFE RECHARGE OTHERWD

3791 197 0 2 0 890 3343 3828 1219820

5 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 4079821

1464 4 0 0 0 0 0 219 022

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 024

0 0 0 0 0 1545 0 0 025

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 649 026

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 767 027

5348 0 0 0 0 0 0 343 135

Total 10608 206 0 2 0 2436 3343 5806 52997
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CompactAdministration
2006RIOGRANDECOMPACTREPORT

PreliminaryFigures
Acrefeet

1 AdjustedRioGrandeIndex 570300
AdjustedRioGrandeDelivery 155700

RequiredRioGrandeDelivery 151300
LessPaperCreditperagreement 5000
NetRequiredRioGrandeDelivery 146300

2 AdjustedCombinedConejosIndex 247900
AdjustedConejosDelivery 71400

RequiredConejosDelivery 73700
LessPaperCreditperagreement 5000
NetRequiredConejosDelivery 68700

3 TotalDeliveryatLobatos 227100
TotalRequiredDeliveryatLobatos 225000
LessPaperCredit SeeCompact 10000
NetRequiredDeliveryatLobatos 215000
Margin 12100

4 RioGrandeCurtailment
DeliveryTarget ofIndex EstimatedCurtailmentofDitches ofIndex

January1 March26 100 January1 March26 100
March27 April5 6 March27 April5 6
April6 June6 8 April6 June6 7
June7 July11 10 June7 July11 10
July12 August9 11 July12 August9 11
August10 August23 16 August10 August23 16
August24 October4 17 August24 October4 17
October5 October10 11 October5 October10 11
October11 October 30 16 October11 October 30 16
October31 December31 100 October31 December31 100

5 ConejosCurtailment
DeliveryTarget ofIndex EstimatedCurtailmentofDitches ofIndex

January1 March10 100 January1 March10 100
March11 April5 0 March11 April5 0
April6 May3 8 April6 May3 8
May4 May21 4 May4 May21 4
May22 May31 7 May22 May31 7
June1 June6 10 June1 June6 10
June7 July11 12 June7 July11 12
July12 August9 19 July12 August9 19
August10 August23 26 August10 August23 26
August24 September5 38 August24 September5 38
September6 Sept22 40 September6 Sept22 40
September23 October4 49 September23 October4 49
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October5 October31 42 October5 October31 42
November1 December31 100 November1 December31 100
Includes8582af ofthecreditableClosedBasinProjectproduction
Includes5722af ofthecreditableClosedBasinProjectproduction
IncludesallthecreditableClosedBasinProjectproduction 14304af
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WaterCourtActivities
January1 December31 2006

WaterCourtApplicationsin2006 TypeofClaim

TypeofClaim NumberofCases NumberofStructures
UndergroundWaterRight 0 0

SurfaceRight 0 0

StorageRight 0 0

PlanforAugmentation 0 NA
Exchange 0 0

ChangeofUndergroundWaterRight 26 41

ChangeofSurfaceRight 0 0
ChangeofPlanforAugmentation 0 0

DeclaratoryJudgment 0 0

PetitiontoCorrectLocation 0 0
FindingofDiligence 4 10

InstreamFlowRight 0 0

Diligence MakeConditionalAbsolute 2 2
Total 32 53
Note Someapplicationsin2006containedmorethanonetypeofclaimoraction eg ChangeofWaterRight
andPlanforAugmentation Thetypeofclaimwastabulatedaboveunderonlyonecategoryofapplication

TypeofDecreeEnteredin2006
TypeofClaim NumberofCases NumberofStructures

FindingofDiligenceonConditionalRights 0 0
CancellationofConditionalRights 0 0

ConditionalRightMadeAbsolute 0 0

ConditionalRightAdjudicated 0 0

SurfaceRightAdjudicated 1 1
UndergroundRightAdjudicated 2 3

Injunction Abandonment 0 0

PetitiontoCorrectLocation 0 0
PlanforAugmentationAdjudicated 1 1

ChangeofSurfaceRightAdjudicated 0 0

ChangeofUndergroundRightAdjudicated 0 0
Rules WellMetering 1 NA

ComplaintforDeclaratoryJudgmentResolved 0 0

ComplaintResolved 0 0
Total 5 5
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WaterCourtActivities January1 December31 2006
Continued

NumberofOpenCasesasofDecember31 2007 76

NumberofCasesDismissedin2006 0
NumberofCasesWithdrawnin2006 0
DecreesIssuedbytheCourtin2006 5
CasesClosedin2006 5
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DIVISIONIII
ACTIVITYSUMMARY

2006CALENDARYEAR

ACTIVITY TOTALS

Numberofstructuresobserved 1617

Numberofsurfacerights 2890

Numberofreservoirs 343

Numberofwells 22627

Numberofobservations 34276e

Rivermeasurements 952

Ditchmeasurements 141

Daminspections 32

Newwaterrightsadministered 4

NumberofAugmentationPlans 94

PlanofAugmentationStructures 1065

NewPlansofAugmentation 1

Wellsadministered 22627

ActiveSSPs 2

Applicationsfordecrees 32

DecreesissuedbyWaterCourt 5

DivisionEngineerRecommendationsFiled 11

WaterCourtAppearances 160

Meetingswithwaterusers 602

Meetingstoresolvewaterrelateddisputes 70

Publicassistancecontacts 53546

Wellpermitsissued 366

Milesdrivenbystaff 272607

ProfessionalandTechnicalStaff 10

ClericalStaff 1

WaterCommissionerFTE FullPartTime 4575
e thisnumberestimatedduetovariablesinHydrobase

includesNonJurisdictionalImpoundmentfilings
includespermits
includes domestic wellsunderaugplans calcfromHydrobase Welltoolsdata
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MichaelSullivan
DivisionEngineer

RobertaBarela LarryHakes
ProgramAssistant WellInspection

MarthaArchuletta
Administrative

Assistant

CraigCotten SteveBaer ArtRivale RobPhillips CoreyDeAngelis JacksonTrappett
AssistantDivision LeadWater LeadWater WaterMeasurement InformationPSRS

Engineer Commissioner20 Commissioner22 Program Technology

JohnSkinner BenCannon TomStewart SamRiggenbaugh WaynePeck ScottVeneman
Water Water WellMeasurement WellMeasurementWellCommissioner LeadHydrologist

Commissioner20 Commissioner22 Technician Technician

Vacant JoeMcCann RichardMerrill SteveRivera MatthewHardesty
LeadWater Water WellMeasurement WellMeasurement HydrologistPE1

Commissioner21 Commissioner20 Assistant Assistant

Vacant LeeConner
Water HydrologistEIT

Commissioner21

CharlieQuintana StanDitmars
Water Hydrologist

Commissioner24 Technician

JimSwanson
LeadWater

Commissioiner25

Vacant
Water

Commissioner25
2617

BobSchultz
Water

Commissioner35
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