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Hewhoexpectstheletterofthelawinrelationtoirrigationtobeexecutedwiththeprecisionof
clockworkandthatinfallibleresultswillbeobtained hasasmallconceptionofthetangledweb
ofdifficultiesintheway andameagerknowledgeoftheuncertaintiesoftheelementtobe
manipulated

JPMaxwell
StateEngineer 1890

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

WaterAdministration

thFollowingthedroughtofrecordin2002 2003turnedouttobethe6 driestyearin
recordedhistorythathasbeenkeptsince1890 2004startedoutlookinggoodfor
snowpackwithearlysnowwaterbeingover100 ofnormal However an
unseasonablywarmMarchcausedanearlymeltofaportionofthesnowpackandApril
stormscouldntrecoverthedeficitleftbytheunusualweatherpattern Thenthe
descendinglimbofthesnowmelthydrographwasvirtuallystraightdownandtherunoff
wasoverbeforeitreallygotstartedThisthirdconsecutiveyearofmuchbelowrunoff
25 49 81 providedenoughstreamflowformostditchestodivertsomewaterfor

aboutfivetosixweeks Thestreamswerebackdowntobaseflowsthatweremuch
belownormal Thislackofdiversionsonceagainresultedinadramaticshortageof
surfacewaterforirrigationaswellasforrechargeoftheaquiferthatthewellsareso
dependanton Oneadditionalissuethatcausedproblemswasthattherewasfour
separatepeakstotherunoffandjustaswethoughtwewouldgetmanyofthejunior
diversionsonforthefirsttimeinmanyyears theweatherwouldcoolandshutthingsoff
andtheriverwouldhavetobuilditselfall overagain Thispreventedanyreservoir
storageandmostjuniorrightsfrombeingabletodivertinallof2004 Thissituation
alongwithverylittlenaturalrechargeandveryheavypumpingfrombothaquifers
causedanotherheavydraftontheaquifersoftheSanLuisValley Onceagain the
summermonsoonseasonneverdeveloped whichonlyaddedtothewoesofthose
usingsurfacewater Ironically thewarm dryconditionsagainmadeidealgrowing
conditionsforthosewithagroundwatersupplyandhelpedyieldrecordcrops Thearea
involvedintheRioGrandeWaterConservationDistrict RGWCD UnconfinedAquiferof
theClosedBasinChangeinStorageStudylostapproximately100000acrefeetin
2004afterlosing270000acrefeetin2003and400000acrefeetin2002 Addedto
previousyearsdraftontheaquifer thestudyindicatesweareapproximately1050000
acrefeetbelowthestoragelevelsthatexistedin1976whenthestudywasinitiated
Theonlypositivehydrologyinthesummerwasaverysignificantrainfalleventinthe
laterportionofSeptemberwhichaddedapproximately40000acrefeetofwatertothe
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DelNorteflowsandaround15000acrefeettotheConejosflowsaswellasadded
muchneededmoisturetothesoilprofileinthemountains Asaresultoftheobserved
baseflows springflowsandinflowstoreservoiroverthewinter thisrainevent
dramaticallyhelpedthesoilmoistureconditions Thiseventshouldprovideamuch
betterbasefromwhichthe2005runoffcanbemoreefficientthanforthelastfewyears
Itisamazingtoseewhatimpactasingleeventcanhaveonariversystem Ditches
divertedalmostallofthestormeventflowsinprioritywithlittlewatertakentothestate
lineforCompactdelivery

Mostvalleystreamshadlowflowsduringthesummerandfall Atonepointinthelatter
partofAugustontheConejos therewasonlyenoughwatertobeabletodeliver40 of
thenumberonepriorities AtthesametimetheRioGrandewasdeliveringtoPriority
Number163withlessthan180cfsavailablefordistribution Streamlosseswereagain
asignificantfactorthathadtobedealtwithonmoststreams Callrecordsforallmajor
streamsareavailableinthetable RiverCalls IrrigationYear 2004

stDiversionsforirrigationandrechargewerenotallowedafterNovember1 2004onthe
RioGrandebecauseofourstatusundertheCompact Nowaterwasavailablefor

threcharge Diversionswereshutoffonthe10 ofNovember 2004ontheConejosand
PlatoroReservoirwentintowinteroperationonthatdayaswell tryingtobypassthe
inflowtothereservoirpursuanttoArticle7oftheRioGrandeCompact Diversionswere

stallowedonalltheotherstreamsinthevalleywellafterNovember1 duetotheopen
fallandtheextremedryconditions

RioGrandeCompactAdministration

Aswasmentionedintheprevioussection theadministrationoftheRioGrande
Compactwasratherchallengingin2004 Thedryweatherconditions thepoor
antecedentconditions thelackofsummerprecipitationandthelowbaseflowscreated
anotherbelowaveragerunoff Evenso theConejosRiverhadsignificantCompact
obligationsfortheyearbecauseoftheinitialforecastedindexsupply Therewere
relativelylargecurtailmentsofindexsuppliesafterApril1 2004 Astheyearproceeded
andtheforecastedandactualindexdropped thecurtailmentwasreducedtozerointhe
latesummer TheRioGrandecurtailmentwassignificanteventhoughtheindexsupply
wasforecastedtobebelownormal Thecurtailmentofditchesrequiredduringthe
irrigationseasonaveragedabout14 untilthebeginningofAugustwhenthe
curtailmentwasreduced Furtherdecreasesintheindexsupplyforcedthecurtailment
toberemovedfrommidAugustthroughtheendofOctober Theditcheswereshutoff
andtheprecompactreservoirswentintostorageonNovember1 Itisthebeliefin
DivisionIIIthatthehigherthannormalcurtailmentduringthesedryyearsisadirect
resultofthedepletionsfromwellpumping Thehistoryofcurtailmentchangesis
detailedinthetable CompactAdministration 2004RioGrandeCompactReport

Overall Coloradostartedtheyearwithanaccruedcreditof1200acrefeetasof
January1 2004andendedtheyearwithatotalaccruedcreditof4400acrefeet
DiversionsontheRioGrandestartedApril1 2004andendedNovember1st Diversions
ontheConejosstartedApril1 2004andendedNovember10th TheConejossystem
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started2004with5900acrefeetofaccruedintrastatecredit whichcontributedtothere
beinglesscurtailmentduringtheirrigationseason Theywereabletouseallbutabout

st3700acrefeetofthecredit Onthe31 ofMarch 2004 Coloradorelinquishedand
Texasacceptedthe1150acrefeetofcreditwaterinElephantButteReservoir This
wasaverygoodwaytocovertheapproximately1200acrefeetofwaterstoredin
PlatoroReservoirduringthewintermonthsinlate2003andearly2004 contraryto
ArticleVIIoftheRioGrandeCompact Becauseoftheinabilitytopassthewinterinflow
toPlatoroReservoirthroughthebypassvalves thereservoirgainedthisamountof
wateroverthewintermonths Approximately43acrefeetofthecreditwaterin
ElephantButteReservoirwasevaporatedduringtheJanuarythroughMarchtimeframe
andthereforeonly1150acrefeetwasrelinquished This therefore leftzerocreditin
ProjectStorageforColoradoandallowedtheConejostoretainthewinterstoragefor
usebythestateandtheConejosDistrict Anotherapproximately900acrefeetwere
storedduringthelatefallandearlywintermonthsof2004 Asimilararrangementfor
relinquishmentofcreditwillhavetobemadewithTexasorthewaterwillhavetobe
releasedpriortothe2005irrigationseason

ThereleaseofwaterfromRioGrandeProjectStoragein2004totaled400500acre
feet ThisisapproximatelyonehalfofanormalreleasefortheProject TotalUsable
ProjectStorageatthebeginningof2001was998800acrefeetandendedtheyearat
655900acrefeet TotalwaterinProjectStorageattheendof2002was379300acre
feet CreditwaterofColoradoandNewMexicowas307800acrefeetofthattotal This
lefttheProjecttostart2003withatotalof71500acrefeetofUsableProjectStorage
NewMexicorelinquished122500acrefeettoTexasinMarch2003toensuresome
potentialstorageinElVado provideminnowwater andhelpthedistrictsbelow
ElephantButteReservoir ProjectStorageendedthe2003calendaryearwith81000

ndacrefeetofusablewater Thispastyearwasthe2 consecutiveyearinthelast25
yearsthattheRioGrandeProjecthasnotbeenallocatedafullsupply NewMexico
relinquishedapproximately53000acrefeetonMarch1 2004toTexas That
essentiallyeliminatedthecreditwatertheyhadinElephantButteReservoirandallowed
storageofnativeRioGrandewaterinElVado McClureandNicholsReservoirsinNew
Mexico UsableProjectStorageatthebeginningof2004was159500acrefeet with
55200acrefeetofcreditwateradditionallyinstorage UsuableProjectStoragewas
210700acrefeetattheendofDecember 2004with40000acrefeetofcreditwaterin
storage 4400forColoradoand35600forNewMexico

OnJuly2 2002 UsableProjectStoragedroppedbelow400000acrefeet
Consequently ArticleVIIoftheCompactwasimplemented ArticleVIIpreventsthe
upstreamStatesfromincreasingstorageinanypostCompactreservoirwithout
relinquishment ThemajorColoradoreservoiraffectedisPlatoroReservoir TheUS
BureauofReclamation USBR hastakenthepositionthattheycanstorePriorand
ParamountrightsfortheNewMexicoPueblosinElVadoReservoirregardlessofthe
statusofArticleVII TheCommissionhashistoricallyopposedthisactiontonoavail
ColoradocontinuestotakethepositionthattheConejoscanreregulateprecompact
directflowrightsinPlatoroaslongastheyarereleasedinthesameseason Project
Storageremainedbelow400000acrefeettheentireyearin2004 howevertheBureau
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ofReclamationforecastsindicatethatUsableProjectStoragemayexceed400000
acrefeetforashorttimeduringthemiddleandagainattheend2005

NewMexicodidnotapprovetheaccountingsheetsfor2004becausetheycontinueto
beconcernedabouttheUSBRaccountingfortheevaporationofcreditwaterona
monthlybasisandreleasingthatwaterwithoutconcurrenceoftheCompact
Commission

TheRioGrandeCompactmeetingwasheldonMarch25 2004 inAlamosa Colorado

CostillaCreekCompactAdministration

TheCostillaCreekCompactCommissionmetinAlamosa Colorado onMay6 2004
Onceagain theCommissionadoptedtheWatermasterOperatingManualdraftedby
theEngineerAdvisersofthetwocompactStatesforoperationsduring2004 The
CommissiondirectedtheEngineerAdviserstocontinuetoreviewthemanualfor
possibleadoptionatthe2005Commissionmeeting

Itwaspossibletodeliverthe1000acrefeettoEastdaleReservoirbyApril12 2004
beforetheirrigationseasonstarted Directflowdiversionswerethenallowedpriortothe
irrigationseason Atthestartofthe2004irrigationseason May16 2004 Costilla
Reservoirheldonly9142acrefeet TheCommissiondeterminedthattherewasjusta
fullwatersupplywithnosurpluswateravailablefortheyearbasedontheforecastfor
theCostilladrainage

LuisTrujillocontinuedastheWatermasterwithanassistantWatermasterforthe2004
irrigationseason TheWatermasterusedthespreadsheetdevelopedbyNewMexicoto
trackthedailywaterdeliveriesandtodeterminethedeliveryamountsavailabletoeach
ditch WiththeOperationsManualandthespreadsheets administrationhassettled
downtoafairlyroutineaffair TheWatermasteremailedadailydiversionsheet most
days totheColoradoEngineerAdvisor

NoCostillaCreekwatermadeittotheconfluencewiththeRioGrandeduring2004

TheNewMexicohydrologistremainsconcernedthattheCanyonMouthGage operated
bytheUSGS isnotcorrectlydeterminingthestreamdischargeatthislocation
Coloradoagainreviewedtheoperationofthegageandinspectedthestation Colorado
stillagreedthattheUSGSoperationandratingwerewithinnormallyaccepted
standards butsuspectedthatthemeterusedbyNewMexicomighthavebeengiving
erroneousdata

ReceivingdailydiversionreportsfromtheWatermasterhelpedrelievethetime
requirements TheStateofColoradohaslimitedinputintothesupervisionofthe
Watermasterandlessindaytodayactivities soreceivingthisdocumentallows
Coloradotoensurethatwaterisbeingfairlydivided TheDivisionEngineerremains
involvedinthefinalizationoftheWatermasterManual Thedraftingandadoptionofthe
WatermasterManualhasalsohelpedtoensurethattheCompactisfairlyoperated
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ClosedBasin

TheClosedBasinProjectdelivered10845acrefeettotheRioGrandeincalendaryear
2004 TheentiredeliverymetwaterqualitystandardsfortheRioGrandeCompactand
thereforewascreditabletoColoradosdeliverytotheStateline TheProjectproduceda
totalof14340acrefeetforallofthevariouspurposesoutlinedintheenabling
legislationandthedecree ThetotalamountdeliveredfromtheProjectforallpurposes
wasapproximately76 oflastyearstotal

TheProjectcontinuestobeplaguedbyironbacteriacontamination commonlyknown
asbiofouling Thisbiofoulingcontinuestoreducetheoutputcapacityofthewellsbya
largepercentage Overthelastseveralyears theUSBRhastriedvariousremediesfor
theproblem buthasmetwithlimitedsuccess Thisdeterioratingsituationisofserious
concerntotheUSBR theStateofColorado theRGWCD andthewaterusersonboth
rivers In2001 theUSBRbeganawellredrillingprograminanattempttoincreasethe
Projectsproduction TheBureauandConservationdistrictcontinuetoredrillwellsto
boosttheprojectsproduction Currentlytherehavebeen24wellsthathavebeen
redrilledwithgoodsuccessbutnotenoughhavebeenredrilledtomakeanydifference
intheoverallproductionoftheProject

TheProjectwaspumpedatmaximumsustainablecapacityfornearlytheentireyear
Testingandrehabilitationofthecontaminatedwellsreducedpumpinglevelsattimes
and therefore theoveralloutputoftheProject TheAllocationCommitteeforthe
Projectsettheinitialallocationat60 fortheRioGrandeand40 fortheConejos
earlyintheyearanditremainedtherefortheentireyear Ofthe10845acre feetof
creditablewaterdeliveredtotheriver 4338acrefeetwerecreditedtotheConejos
Riverand6507acrefeetwerecreditedtotheRioGrande The15yearcumulative
allocationexpressedasapercentageofthetotalis601 fortheRioGrandeand
399 fortheConejos
Projectdeliveriesmadeduring2004wereasfollows

800acrefeettotheBlancaWildlifeHabitatArea
2695acrefeetmitigationdeliverytotheAlamosaNationalWildlifeRefuge
10845acrefeet creditable totheRioGrande
14340acrefeettotalvolume

ReservoirOperationsandDamSafety

Duringthe2004calendaryear theDamSafetyprogramgoalsforcompletionof
inspectionsaccordingtothefrequencyestablishedbytheStateEngineerwere
generallymetorexceeded Thestatedprogramgoalinvolvestheregularsafety
inspectionofallClass1damseveryyear Class2damsevery2years andClass3
damsevery6years InDivision3 allbutoneoftheClass1damsandalloftheClass2
damsreceivedfullinspectionsin2004 andallbut2oftheClass3damswhichwere
dueforinspection receivedfullinspections TheloneClass1exception Sanchez
EastDike isasubordinatefeaturetothemaindamwhichveryrarelyservesany
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impoundmentfunction whilethetwoClass3exceptionsarebothlocatedwellwithinthe
WeminucheWilderness whichpreventedaccessinthetimeavailableforinspection In
all fullsafetyinspectionswerecompletedon10Class1dams 15Class2dams and7
Class3dams Followupinspectionswereperformedasdeemednecessarytocheck
forproblemsandcompliancewithrequirements Atotalof4followupinspectionswere
completed allonClass3dams

Outletinspectionswereperformedon2Class1dams Terrace RioGrande and1
Class2dam ShawReservoir NorthDam duringtheyear inordertoevaluatethe
conditionofthoseoutlets WhileconditionswerefoundtobeacceptableatbothRio
GrandeandShaw thefull lengthtunnelinspectionatTerracewasdoneduringatimeof
fullreservoirdrawdownnecessitatedbyrepairstothegatevalves Duringdrawdownin
2003 thetrashrackwasdestroyedbyexcessivebuildupofdebris andthisrequiredits
completereplacement Engineeredplansweredevelopedforanewtrashrack the
StateEngineerapprovedthedesign andthenewrackwasfabricatedandinstalled
beforetheendofFebruary Repairstothevalveswerecompletedshortlythereafter
andthereservoirwasplacedbackintostoragestatustocapturewinterandspringflows
ontheAlamosaRiver Anadditionalprojectcomponenttoreplacethevalveoperating
systemwithafullyhydraulicsystemwasapprovedasachangeorder andwas
essentiallycompletedduringtheyear

Threenewreservoirrestrictionswereimposedduringtheyear inresponsetosafety
problemsobservedatthosedams SaguacheDam aseldomusedClass3structurein

District26 wasrestrictedtozerostoragebecause
ofitsgeneralstateofneglectandnonfunctional
upstreamoutletgate whileEastdale 1 aClass3
daminDistrict24 wasrestrictedto13feetbelow
thespillwaycrestduetosevereerosiondamageto
itsupstreamslope Bothrestrictionsessentially
formalizedoperatingprocedures whichtheowners
werealreadyobserving

Themostmeaningfulrestrictionwasplacedon
TrujilloMeadowsDam aClass2structureowned
bytheDivisionofWildlifeinDistrict21 This

reservoirwasrestrictedto1footbelowthespillwaycrestduetoexcessiveseepage
throughtheleftabutmentexperiencedathigherreservoirlevels despitetheremedial
seepagecontrolworkcompletedonthedamin1999 Inordertomaintainthereservoir
attherestrictedlevel DOWdesignedaseriesofnotchesthroughtheconcretespillway
crestwallwhichwereapprovedandconstructedduringthelatesummer Attheendof
2004 planswerebeingdevelopedforfurtherseepageinvestigationworkatthesiteto
moreclearlyidentifythenatureoftheproblemandpossibleremedialactions The
investigationworkisexpectedtomoveforwardin2005

Noexistingreservoirrestrictionswereremovedduringtheyear asnoprogresshas
beenmadeatresolvingissuesatthosethreereservoirswhererestrictionswerealready
inplace
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Designreviewsandconstructioninspectionswerecompletedasrequiredduringthe
yeartosupporttheabovedescribedprojects

StreamAdministration

StreamadministrationinDivisionIIIduring2004wasfrustratingbecauseofthe
continuing lowrunoffanddrought Onmoststreams wehadlessthanan80 runoff
Thishasmanyeffectsbesidesjustnotbeingabletosatisfythedemandbythesurface
users Issuesofnoreturnflows littleornorechargeandgeneralimpactsofwellson
thehydrologicconditionscausedacontinuingdifficultsetofcircumstancesfortheSan
LuisValley Thewellownersgotby butinmanycircumstances attheexpenseofthe
seniorsurfaceusers Thisissuecontinuestofantheflamesforgroundwater
administration TheRiverCalltablelaterinthisreportisveryillustrativeoftheshortage
ofwatersupplythroughoutthebasin

Hydrography

TheHydrographicBranchinDivision3isstaffedbyfour
hydrographersandismanagedbyLeadHydrographerCraigCotten
ThethreeotherDivision3hydrographersalsoperformhydroduties
aswellasmanageportionsofthehydrographicprogram
HydrographictechnicianScottVenemanmanagesthesatellite
monitoringsystemforthisdivisionaswellasDivisions4and7 Stan
Ditmars alsoahydrographictechnician istheDivision3
constructionmanager andLeeConner anEngineer inTraining is
inchargeofrepairandmaintenanceofDivision3hydrographicand
constructionequipment

Division3operatesandmaintains76satellitemonitoringstations Ofthese 70areat
streamorcanalgagingstationsand6areonreservoirs 53ofthesatellitesystemsare
onpublishedrecordstations Sixtyfourofthesystemsareownedorcostsharedbythe
DivisionofWaterResources Inaddition theDepartmentofHealthownsandoperates
4oftheirownstationswithsatellitemonitoringsystems forwhichDivision3hydros
assistintheproductionofrecords

Division3operatesandmaintains57streamflowstationsforwhichitproduces
streamflowrecords FromthesestationstheDivision3HydroBranchproduces59
publishedwateryearstreamflowrecordsand9publishedcalendaryearstreamflow
records Inaddition theHydrographicBranchinDivision3cooperateswiththe
ColoradoDepartmentofHealthtoproduceandpublish4streamflowrecordsofother
gagingstationsintheSanLuisValley

TheHydrographicBranchinDivision3hastheresponsibilityofprovidingaccurate real
time streamflowdataandhistoricrecordproductionforstreamsinandaroundtheSan
LuisValleyofColorado ThisincludestheRioGrandeanditstributaries theConejos
Riveranditstributaries andthosestreamstributarytotheClosedBasin The
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HydrographicBranchalsosupportsthewatercommissionersandotherDWRpersonnel
byprovidingservicessuchasditchmeasurements seepageinvestigations structure
installations waterrelatedconsultations etc

In2004 thehydrosinDivision3measuredandordevelopedmeternotesforstream
andditchmeasurementsover1100times Thesemeasurementswereusedtodevelop
fiftyninewateryearrecordsofflow whichwillbepublishedintheDivisionofWater
Resourcesannualstreamflowpublication Inaddition Division3alsoassistedinthe
developmentandreviewedrecordsfromfourDepartmentofHealthstations whichwill
alsobepublishedintheannualstreamflowpublication Thehydrosalsodevelopednine
calendaryearrecordsforusebytheRioGrandeCompactCommission

SatelliteMonitoring

TheSatelliteMonitoringSystemRepairFacilityinDivisionIIIisresponsibleforthe
maintenance repair andcalibrationofallelectronicdatacollectionandtelemetry
equipmentinDivisionsIII IV andVII Thefacilityprovidestechnicalsupportand
assistancetofieldengineersandtechniciansinthesedivisionsforsysteminstallation
fieldmaintenance andmodifications Approximately35percentofonefull timeposition
isspentoperatingthefacility

Inadditiontotheeverydayrepairandmaintenanceduties severalotherfunctionswere
performedbythefacility

InDivision3 twogagingstationswithnoprevioustelemetrywereequippedwithnew
HighDataRateSatlinkLoggersandshaftencoders Thefirst CulebraCreekatSan
Luis isapublishedrecordstationandwasntpreviouslyequippedwithsatellite
telemetryduetovandalismconcerns Theotherstation SanFranciscoCreekatUpper
StationnearDelNorte wasdeterminedtobecriticalforadministrationbytheDivision
Engineer

Thisyear ninemorestationswereupgradedtoHighDataRatetransmitterloggers
ThisbringsthetotalnumberofDWRownedHDRstationsinDivision3to31 Numerous
HDRfirmwareupgradevisitsweremadetoalloftheHDRsitestosolveprevious
versionbugs Sincethereare64DWRownedstationsinDivision3 theupgradephase
isalmosthalfcomplete

TheunreliablesubmergedpressuretransduceratTerraceReservoirwasreplacedwith
anAccubarpressuretransducerandnitrogenbubblersystem Thenitrogensitefeed
andvalveassemblywasmodifiedtoaccommodatetwoorificetubessotheentire
operatingrangeofthereservoircouldbemonitored Anoldershaftencoderwas
electronicallymodifiedandinterfacedtotheAccubarforalocaldigitalreadout

ThreedayswerespentwithDavidHutchensinDivision7 Severalstationswerevisited
oneachdaytotroubleshootandrepair updategroundingtechniques orupgrade
equipmenttoHDR AtriptoVougaReservoirinDivision4wasmadetoadviseand
assistinsomenewinstallations
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TheNationalWeatherServiceprovidedfourtippingbucketraingaugestobeinstalled
andinterfacedtoDWRdataloggertransmittersatDivision3gagesoftheirchoice
TheseraingaugeswereinstalledatSouthForkoftheRioGrandeatSouthFork Rio
GrandenearDelNorte RioGrandenearMonteVista andSaguacheCreeknear
Saguache

NewStationsRehabilitationsModifications

TheHydrographicBranchofDivision3isintheprocessofchangingthelocationofthe
gagingstationontheRioGrandeattheRioGrandeAlamosaCountyLine Thecurrent
stationisbeingaffectedbybackwaterfromadownstreamdiversionstructure causinga
decreaseintheaccuracyofourstreamflowdata InNovember2004 anewgaging
stationwasconstructedapproximately mileabovethecurrentstation andabovethe
reachaffectedbythediversion Thisspringwewillbringthenewgagingstationonline
andeventuallyabandonthecurrentstation

ThegagehouseatCulebraCreekatSanLuis Coloradowasmodifiedtoallowforthe
installationofasatellitesystem Thisgageisinalocationwherewehaveexperienced
significantvandalism andthereforethesatellitesystemrequiredmoreprotectionthan
thatofastandardinstallation Asteelmodulewasaddedontheroofoftheexisting
steelsheltertobetterprotecttheantennaandsolarpanelfromvandalism Asmall
windowwascutinthesteelandcoveredwith2x6lumberfortheantennatotransmit
through

TheconcretecontrolatLaGaritaCreeknearLaGarita Coloradowasrepairedandthe
inletpipesextendedupstreamtosolvetheproblemofgagedrawdown

TheexistinginletpipesatConejosRiverbelowPlatoroReservoirwererefurbishedand
anotherinletpipewasadded

RefurbishmentofelevencablewayAframeswasmadethisyeartobringtheseA
framesuptocorrectspecifications

FloodHardening

AnewgageandcontrolwereinstalledonNorthCrestoneCreeknearCrestone
Coloradothisyear Thenewinstallationconsistedofanexposedaggregateconcrete
buildingandanewconcreterampflumecontrol Thesestructureswereneededto
replacetheexistingsmallwoodenstationandnaturalcontrolthathadbeeninplacefor
overfiftyyears Inhighwater theoldgagewouldactuallybestandinginwater The
highvelocityoftheflowoverthenaturalcontrolofbouldersalsocausedadrawdown
effectinthegageattimes Thenewstationwasbuiltuptoraiseitupoutoftheflood
areaduringhighwater andthenewcontrolshouldallowtheflowtoslowenoughto
avoidtheproblemofdrawdowninthegage
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ClosedBasin

TheHydrographicBranchinDivisionIIIischargedwithfulfillingthetermsand
conditionsofacooperativeagreementbetweentheStateofColoradoandtheUSBR
Thisagreementprovidesforstreamflow measurementanddatacollectiononthe
ClosedBasinProject ItistheresponsibilityoftheHydrographicBranchtomeasure
record anddisseminateflowinformationtotheUSBRandtootherpublicentities In
addition theHydrographersareconsultedon certainareasofconcernregarding
streamflowandmeasurementwithintheProject

ThecurrentagreementbetweentheStateofColoradoandtheUSBRregardingthe
ClosedBasinProjectwentintoeffectinOctoberof1999andexpiredattheendof
Septemberof2004 TheDivisionofWaterResourcesiscurrentlyinnegotiationswith
theBureauofReclamationtodevelopanewagreementforthenext5yearperiod

WATERISSUES

TheincredibleconversionoftheGreatSandDunesNationalMonumenttoaNational
ParkbecamearealityonSeptember13 2004whentheSecretaryoftheInteriorsigned
theofficial DesignationoftheGreatSandDunesNationalPark Congress underthe
GreatSandDunesNationalParkandPreserveAct authoredbySenatorsCampbell

andAllardandRepresentativeMcGinnis allowedfordesignationoftheNationalPark
oncesufficientacreagewithsufficientdiversityofresourceswasacquiredbythe
NationalparkService WiththeacquisitionoftheBacaRanchsufficientacreagehad
beenacquired ThedesignationincludestheoriginalNationalMonumentlandsandan
additional31000acresadjacenttothepark The31000acreswerepartoftheoriginal
BacaGrant ThefinalacquisitionoftheranchbytheNatureConservancyandthe
NationalParkServicewasmadepossiblebytheendoflitigationovertheold
AWDIStockmansWaterCompanyholdings

Thecontinuingimpactsofthedroughtin2002 2003 and2004werefeltfarandwidein
theentireValley Thedepletionofgroundwatersuppliesandthedryantecedent
conditionscausedmuchconcernandchangestonormaladministration Rivertransit

lossesthatoccurredin2002and2003continuedtobean
issuein2004 TheRioGrandegainshaveremained
virtuallyneutralduringtheentireyearcomparedtothe
normalconditionofabouta5to10 gaininthesystem
TherewerebelownormaldiversionsintotheClosedBasin
againduringtheyear Asaconsequenceofthelackof
surfacediversionsandlowprecipitationduringtheirrigation
season massiveamountsofgroundwaterwereagain

pumpedintheValley TheRGWCDUnconfinedAquiferStorageStudyshowedalossof
another100000acrefeetin2004aftera270000acrefootdeclinein2003
Comparedtothe1976baseline thestudyareacontainedapproximately1050000
acrefeetlesswaterbytheendof2004 Thissituationmakesallconcernedveryaware
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oftheimportanceofmanagingtheaquifersystemstoachieveanoverallbalanceinthe
system Theimportanceofacoordinatedrechargesystemandmatchingthedemandto
itisbeingrecognizedbyeventhemostskeptical Inearly2004 SB222waspassedat
leastinpartbecauseofthiswellandaquifersituationandprovidestheStateEngineera
mechanisminwhichtoproceedifhethinksthatwelladministrationisnecessary

SB278waspassedin2003andprovidedforawateradministrationfeetohelpfundthe
ColoradoDivisionofWaterResourcespersonnelbudgetafterfacingseverebudget
cuts SomanycomplaintswerelodgedwiththeJBCthattherecommendationwas
madebythemtothelegislaturetorepealthebill whichthelegislaturedidduringthe
2004session

TheramificationsoftherepairofTerraceReservoirduringthewinterof200304were
extensiveandcausedgreatconcernforallinvolved AsisdescribedintheDamSafety
Sectionabove therepairswereextensiveandrequiredthatthereservoirpoolbe
virtuallydrytoallowforworkinthetunneltoremoveandrepaironeofthemaingate
structures installanewcontrolsystemandrepairthefailedtrashrackontheentrance
totheoutlettunnel Ateveryturn MurphysLawprovidedalargeamountoffrustration
anddelayintryingtogettheprojectcomplete Themainissueforadministrationwas
thelargeamountofsedimentthatwashedoutofthereservoirduringthedrainingofthe
reservoirandduringconstruction whenthewaterstoredinasmallcofferdamduring
thetimeworkerswereinthetunnelwasreleasedatnight Theamountofsedimentthat
hasbeendepositedinthereservoiroverthepast30yearsissignificantandalarge
amountwaserodedfromthenewlyestablishedchannelthroughthesedimentlayer
abovethedam Withnoflowthroughthedamfor12hoursadayandthenalarge

releaseofwaterduringthenightincoldweather createdlarge
depositionsoficeandsedimentformilesbelowthereservoir In
someplacesseveralfeetofsedimentandicewereformedandit
leftthechannelandspreadintothefloodplain Therewasmuch
concernoverhowthatsedimentwouldeffectdiversionswhenthe
iceflowmeltedinthespringof2004 Theaccumulationwasso
badatthegagebelowthedamthatallequipmentinthegage
hadtoberemovedandthechannelwascompletelyfilledwith
sedimentseveralfeetindepth Theconstructionwascompleted
inmidFebruary fortunatelyintimetostoresomewaterinthe
reservoirpooltoactasabufferforthespringflows Asspring
approachedandtheicelayersinthechannelmelted extensive
sedimentationwasobviousinthechannelforanumberofmiles

thWheninflowswerepassedthroughthedamstartingonApril20 thesiltmovedquickly
outoftheupperreachesoftheriverbelowthedamandscoureddowntotheoriginal
bedinmostplaces Mostwateruserswouldnotplaceacallforwateruntilthewater
hadclearedupbuttheHeadOverflowNo 5didcallforthe slurry andhadmuch
difficultykeepingditchesopen Asignificantamountofsiltstillliesinthechannelonthe
extremelowerendoftheriverabovetheHeadOverflowheadgatebutmostofthe
channelhasrecovered Itremainstobeseenifthesiltwillcontinuetomovewithlarge
flowsofwaterwithmostofitbeingdepositedinfieldsandmeadows
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Forthelasttwoyears theRioGrandeWaterConservationDistrict RGWCD through
itspresidentRayWright hasattemptedtoformgroundwatersubdistrictstoattemptto
manageportionsoftheaquifersystem Theseeffortshaveastheirprimarypurpose to
restorehistoricaquiferlevelsandmanagetheminamannerthatwouldprovidea
sustainablesystem Afterdozensofmeetingsoverthisperiod theDistricthasstillnot
achievedthenecessarynumberofacreagesnornumberoflandownerstocreatea
subdistrictintheClosedBasinarea Anotherattemptisongoinginthealluvialaquifer
onthesouthsideoftheRioGrandebetweenDelNorteandAlamosa Thiseffortis
proceedingandisveryclosetohavingthenumberstoallowittomoveforward These
typesofsubdistrictswererecognizedinSB222 discussedbelow Theywouldhaveas
theirgoaltostabilizetheaquifersassociatedwitheachsubdistrictandpreventinjuryto
seniorrightsandrestorethehistoricstreamaquiferconnection Absentsomekindof
entityandefforttoaddressthe impactofwellsonthesystem theStateEngineerwill
surelyhavetostepinandrequiresomekindofadministrationoftheaquiferstoaddress
theseissues SB222andtheStateEngineerisgivingthewellownerseverychanceto
addressthedepletionissuesthemselvesbutatsomepointwillhavetoact

SB04222waspassedinthe2004sessionoftheColoradolegislature Thisbillwasthe
combinedeffortofthewaterentitiesinthevalleytoaddresstheconfusionrevolving
aroundtheabilityoftheStateEngineertopromulgaterulesregardingwell
administration Itclearedthewayforthattohappenwhileallowingconsiderable
flexibilitytothestateinaddressingtheseissues Thethreeprimarygoalsofanyplan
wouldbetorestoreandstabilizetheaquifers minimizeinjurytoseniorvestedrights
andinsurethattheStatecanmeetherCompactobligations Thebillrecognizesentities
likethesubdistrictoutlinedabove toprovideavehicletoaddresstheseissueswithin
thevalleywithouthavingtheStatecomeinandpromulgaterulesthatwouldbemuch
lessflexible ThebillalsorecognizestheabilityoftheStatetoconsidermanydifferent
issuesintheoverallissueofmanagementoftheaquifer

ONGOINGPROJECTS

RGDSS

TheRioGrandeDecisionSupportSystemprojectwasdeemedsufficientlycompletein
2004thattheStateEngineercouldpromulgateRulesandRegulationsfornew
appropriationsfromtheconfinedaquiferasrequiredundertheRGDSSenabling
legislation HB981011 Afterextensivemodelrunstheruleswerefiledwiththe
SecretaryofStateandtheDivision3watercourtonJune30 2004 Statementsof
Oppositionbothinsupportofandopposingtheruleswerefiledwiththecourtbyvarious
entities TheWaterCourthasscheduledatrialonthevalidityoftherulesforsixweeks

thstartingJanuary30 2006

RioGrandeSilveryMinnow

TheRioGrandeSilveryMinnowcontinuestocauseeveryoneontheRioGrandeinNew
Mexicotoreconsiderhowandwhythingsaredoneandwhere tofindenoughwaterto
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keeptheriverwettedthroughoutthereachfromAlbuquerquetoElephantButte The
StateofNewMexicorelinquishedwater 57873acrefeet toTexasinAprilof2004in
ordertostorewaterinElVado McClureandNicholsReservoir Aportionofthatwater
wasdedicatedtotherecoveryoftheminnowaspartofanagreementtogetthefinal
BiologicalOpinionapprovedbytheUSFWS Theminnowhadadequatewater
throughoutthe2004seasonpursuanttotheBObutaconsiderableportionoftheriver

thdidgodryduringtheyearbelowAlbuquerque The10 CircuitdecidedthattheUSBR
didnothavediscretionovertheSJCwaterandruledJudgeParkersFederalDistrict
Courtrulingmoot Theminnowpopulationcensusinlate2004showedsomerecovery
overthepastcoupleyearsbutremainsinaverydifficultsituation NewMexicos
Congressionaldelegationgotlegislationpassedthispassedin2004whichmadeit
abundantlyclearthatSanJuanChamawatercouldnotbeusedbytheBureauof
Reclamation USBR withoutawillingbuyerandwillingselleragreementfortheleaseof
contractorswater USBRhaduptothattimeusedwaterattheirwhimtoprovidewater
totheriverfortheminnow

SouthwesternWillowFlyCatcher

During2004the USFWS Service redesignatedproposedcriticalhabitatforthe
endangeredSouthwesternWillowflycatcher InDivision3thenewdesignationincludes
theConejosRiveruptoHWY285andtheRioGrandeuptoDelNorte TheDivisionis
concernedaboutthepotentialaffectthismayhaveonwateradministrationandcompact
operations TheRGWCDisworkingwiththeServicetodevelopaHabitatConservation
Plan HCP whichmaymitigatesomeofthepotential impactstowateradministration

UpperRioGrandeWaterOperationsModel

TheUpperRioGrandeWaterOperationsModelbeingconstructedbytheFederal
agenciesinNewMexicoisbasicallycomplete TheBureauofReclamationandArmy
CorpsofEngineershaveuseditfortheaccountingsince2000 Theaccountingmodule
hasbeenapprovedinitspresentstatebytheEngineerAdvisersandtheCommission
foruseinthefuture Themodelisbeingrefinedonacontinuingbasis TwoUSACE
employeesinvolvedwiththisandmanyotherprojectsintheRioGrandeBasin Dick
KreinerandGayleStockton haveretiredandbothwill besorelymissed

AlamosaRiverRestorationProject

TheAlamosaRiverWatershedRestorationCommittee
obtainedfundingviaasettlementwiththepartiesinvolved
intheSummitvilleMineproject Therearesevere
restrictionsontheuseofthosefunds TheCommitteeis
workingwiththeColoradoWaterConservationBoardand
anindependentengineeringfirmtoanalyzetheneedsof
thewatershedanddeterminethebestuseoftheacquired
funds TheDivisionhasattendedscoopingandplanning
meetingstoprovideinputonthewaterrightsimplicationsofvariousproposedprojects
TheCommitteehasdevelopedalistofprojectswhichincludesitemsfromriver
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stabilizationstructures instreamflows tograzingmanagement inriparianareas The
Committeeiscompletingrankingtheprojectsandwillsoonmoveontodraftinga
MasterPlanforthewatershed

RioGrandeHeadwatersRestorationProject

Withthecompletionofthefeasibilitystudy theRioGrandeRestorationProjectisnowin
transitiontoimplementation Thereportinthatstudywillbeusedtocontinuetheproject
intheimplementationphaseandwillbeaguidefortheworktobedone Theadvisory
teamwasverypleasedwiththeproductandisnowpushinghardtostarttheproject

GroundwaterEnforcement

ThroughoutthelasttwotothreeyearsaconcertedefforthasbeenmadebytheDivision
IIIstafftoaddressnumerousissuesregardingtheuseofgroundwater Sincethereare
nogroundwateradministrationrulesineffect thestaffhastrieddiligentlytoaddress
issuesofexpandeduse improperuseofwellsonlandtheywerenotintendedtoserve
andchangeofuseswithoutconfirmationbytheStateEngineerortheWaterCourt
Termsandconditionsonpermits lateregistrationsanddecreesprovideourinitial
guidancealongwithextensiveaerialphotointerpretation Theseissuesariseinvarious
ways butmanyfinduswithoutanyeffortonourpart Numerous
issues particularlyinregardstoexpandedusecometoourattention
bypeopleparticipatingintheEQUIPprogramoftheNRCS Withthe
Federalgovernmentslargecostshareinthisprogram usershavein
manyinstancestriedtoaddnewacreagesbeyondthatofawells
statedorhistoricservicearea Thedeliveryefficienciesofnew
pipelines sprinklersandregulatingreservoirsinmanyinstances
creates extrawater thattheywanttotaketonewgroundand
dramaticallyincreasetheconsumptiveuseofawellsproduction
Thereislittleunderstandingthattheincreaseinconsumptiveusein
anoverappropriatedsystemisdetrimentaltotheentirearea NRCSstaffshavein
somecasesnotgraspedtheconceptthatconservationandefficiencycannotanddoes
notcreatetheabilitytoaddnewacres Itisveryhardformanytounderstandthatthere
isnowatersavingsjustbecausetheremaybelesswaterpumpedbutthenewsystem
anditsefficiencyhasincreasedconsumption Onnumerousoccasionswehave
questionedtheuseoftheseandotherindividualplans Theseeffortstakeconsiderable
resourcesbutareabsolutelyessentialtousholdingthelineonoverallconsumptiveuse
intheRioGrandeBasin TheRioGrandeandConejosRiversystemsareconsumptive
uselimitedpursuanttotheRioGrandeCompact andsincetheBasinisalready
overappropriatedwecannotaffordanynewdepletionstothesystem

ONGOINGISSUES

WaterCourtActivities

ThirtyfivecaseswerefiledintheDivisionIIIWaterCourtduring2004 Themajorityof
thecasesfiledduringtheyearsoughtachangeofundergroundwaterright Typically
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theApplicantsoughttoadjudicateanexistingalternatepointofdiversionor
supplementalwellorconvertthehistoricusetoanewuse TheDivisioncontinuesto
opposethoseWaterCourtapplicationsthatseektodeepenanexistingnonexemptwell
orconstructanewalternateorsupplementalpointofdiversion PursuanttoPolicy
20033 theStateEngineerhasdeniedwellpermitapplicationsfordeepeningwells
andorconstructionofanewsupplementaloralternatepointofdiversion Thispolicy
hasbeenbackedbyStatementsofOppositionfiledagainstsuchclaims Atrial
scheduledtobeheardinfrontofJudgeKuenholdduringNovember 2004onthis
matter wasdismissedastheApplicantchosetopursueassistancewithformationofa
groundwatersubdistrictratherthandefendhisrighttoachangeofwaterrightinCourt

WhilemostcasesinDivisionIIIareresolvedthroughtheDivisionEngineers
recommendationandnegotiationofthosetermsandconditionsplacedinthedecree
somerequireahearingoratrial JudgeKuenholdremainstheWaterJudgeand
Margaret Peg RussellcontinuedasWaterCourtReferee

WaterCourtcaseworkiscurrentlyassignedtoSteveVandiver MikeSullivan Craig
Cotten orPatMcDermott TheWaterCommissionersalsolendhelpwhenneededvia
fieldinspectionsorhistoricalknowledgeoftheclaim

INVOLVEMENTINTHEWATERUSERCOMMUNITY

Asalways westrivedtobeasinvolvedaspossibleinthewaterusercommunityagain
in2004 OurstaffattendstheregularlyscheduledmeetingsoftheRioGrandeWater
UsersAssociation theSanLuisValleyWaterConservancyDistrict theConejosWater
ConservancyDistrict theRioGrandeWaterConservationDistrict theClosedBasin
OperatingCommittee theTrincheraIrrigationCompany andallotherWaterUsergroup
meetingsthatweareinvitedtoattend

Additionally thestaffhasgivenpresentationstovariouselementaryandhighschools
aroundtheValley TheWaterCommissionersmakethemselvesavailableandattend
manyoftheditchcompanymeetingsheldintheirdistricts Ithasbecomeapparentthat
inordertoreachhighernumbersofpeopleandinformthemaboutwaterissuesinthe
Valley attendanceatditchcompanymeetingsandsmallerusergroupmeetingisgoing
toberequired

WehaveactivelyparticipatedintheSanLuisValleyWetlandsFocusGroup theRio
GrandeSilveryMinnowRecoveryPlanTeam theSouthwesternWillowFlyCatcher
RecoveryTechnicalAdvisoryTeam theBureauofLandManagementRioGrande
CorridorPlan theRGDSSAdvisoryTeam UpperRioGrandeWaterOperationsModel
AdvisoryandTechnicalTeams TheUpperRioGrandeWaterOperationPlanReview
TheRioGrandeHeadwaterRestorationProject andmanyotherpublicforumswhich
requireinputonwaterissues

TheDivisionstaffhaveattendedandprovidedinputontheformationofSubdistricts
underSB222
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ThestaffofDivisionIIIparticipatedinanumberofpublic
forumsrelatingtowater TheDivisionEngineerhasalsobeen
involvedinanumberofconferencesandseminarsintheSan
LuisValleyconcerningthedrought Thelevelofinterestisvery
highsince2002especiallyregardingtheaquiferconditionsand
thelackofstreamflowandhowtoincorporatewellsintothe

prioritysystem Severalhundredpeoplehaveattendedtheseconferencesandmuch
informationhasdisseminated Severalvoluntaryactionsarebeingsuggestedforwell
ownerstoreducetheirdraftontheaquiferandimpacttostreamsystem Anotherarea
thattheDivisionstaffhasbeeninvolvedinistheSaguacheWaterUsersAssociation
Issuesaboutwinterwateruseandwellimpactareacontinuingissuetobedealtwith

PERSONNELWORKLOADISSUES

WellAdministrationandPermittingActivities

Thewellpermittingworkloadcontinuedtobeveryhighin2004withover500exempt
permitsissuedfromtheDivisionIIIoffice Thecontinuingdroughtanddrawdownofthe
aquiferscausedmanydomesticwellstoceasefunctioning Agoodportionofthese
wellswereLateRegistrationsReplacements resultingintheneedforthewellpermitting
staffandwatercommissioners tospendmanyhoursinspectingverifyinguseofthese
wells Additionally manynonexemptwellsaregoingdryorcollapsing These
replacementapplicationsrequireathoroughinspectionandwriteuptoassureno
expansionofuseoccurs TheStateEngineerdeterminedthatnodeepeningofnon
exemptwellswouldbepermitted asthismaybeanexpansionofuse Anyapplicants
seekingtodeepenanexistingnonexemptwellorconstructanewalternatepointof
diversionareadvisedtofileaWaterCourtapplication

PursuanttotheWellPermittingGuidelinesforWaterDivisionIIIdatedOctober28
1999 theDivisionstaffcontinuestosubmitrecommendationswithallnonexemptwell
permitapplicationsprocessedbytheDenverstaff Dozensofnonexemptirrigation
wellswerereplacedduring2004asaquiferlevelscontinuedtodecline Theageofthe
wellsisplayingabiggerroleonhowthewellfunctions Agreatdealofresearchgoes
intoeachchecklistbeforeitissubmittedtotheDenveroffice Althoughthisprocessis
cumbersomeattimes itallowsthestafftheopportunitytodiscoveranydiscrepancies
withtheexistingpermitsanddecreesandpreventexpansionofuse

WaterRecordsandInformation

InthisageofsatelliteuplinksandcomputerrecordkeepingtheWaterCommissioners
wouldnotbeabletoperformtheirdutieswithoutthecomputer Theavailabilityofgage
informationfromthecomputereachmorningallowstheCommissionerstomakeand
implementdecisionsregardingdiversionsearlyintheday Theadministrativegagesin
District20and22havegreatlyassistedin settingtheriver anddeliveryofwatertothe
users Thisinformation publisheddailyinthestreamadministrationsheetthatis
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availabletothewaterusers allowsformoreefficientallocationofthisvaluable
resource Italsokeepsthewaterusersmoreinformedabouttheconditionsontheriver
eachday Dailydiversionsheetsarepostedinalldistrictsandareavailableinthe
divisionoffice Thedivisioncontinuestolooktowardimprovingthedailysheetsto
betterserveourusers

DiversionrecordswentsmoothlythisyearwiththedivisionagainusingHydrobasefor
diversionrecords ThisprogramisanimprovementovertheoldsystemandtheDivision
appreciatestheeffortsoftheprogrammingteam Thedivisionalsoparticipatesinthe
Hydrobaseteammeetingsineffortstostandardizerecordkeepingandproduction The
Teammetseveraltimeslastyearandsucceededinreviewingthewaterrights
tabulationsystem MuchstafftimewasdedicatedtoSB278ownershipdetermination
earlyintheyear Thesubsequentdemiseofthelegislationhasrelievedthestaffofan
unneededworkload Theinformationgatheredhasproveduseful howeverwithout
fundingforcontinualupdatingthedatasusefulnessandaccuracywilldegradeover
time

PersonnelChanges

JerriBakerdecidedtopursueothercareeroptionsafter10years
withDWR Jerrihasmovedoutofthedivisionandisworkingasan
ITspecialistwithaprivatecompany JerrihadbeentheProgram
AssistantforDivision3formanyyears Shehadtransferredtothe
WellCommissionerpositionintheAlamosaofficein2003

RobertaBarelawashiredinMarchastheProgramAssistantfortheDivisionoffice
RobertahadworkedfortheUniversityofColoradointhevalleydoingadministrative
workforamultiyearstudy ShealsospentsometimeworkingforHeadStartwhich
qualifiesherfortakingcareoftheDivisionoffice Robertaisquicklymasteringtheduties
associatedwiththePAposition

WaynePeckwashiredinAprilastheDeputyWaterCommissionerforWD21 Alamosa
river WaynewasmanageroftheElkCreekRanchontheupperRioGrande Hewas
inchargeofallirrigationsystems maintenanceofallbuildings andtakingcareofthe
multitudeofownersoftheranch HehasalsoworkedatSummitvilleandisfamiliarwith
thatissueontheAlamosaRiver

Ray Tom StewartwashiredinAprilastheWaterCommissionerforWD2526
SaguacheandSanLuisCreeks TomgrewupnearSanfordandhadbeenrunningthe

irrigationsystemsontheWilletranchformanyyears TomisonthelocalSchoolBoard
andhasbeenadeputysheriffformanyyears Hehasrecentlybeentransferred to
District22andwillbethedeputywatercommissionerandwillworkwithRobPhillipsin
thatDistrict

Robert Bob SchultzwashiredinAprilastheWaterCommissionerforWD35
TrincheraCreek BobhadmanyyearswiththeNationalParkService choosingto

retireneartheGreatSandDunes Bobhasextensiveprogrammingexperienceandhas
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beentheheadoftheZapataRanchHomeownersAssociationandwasresponsiblefor
assuringthattheircomplexaugmentationplanoperatedproperly

RobPhillipswastransferredtoWD22astheLeadWaterCommissioner Robhad
beenworkingaswatercommissionerinWD2526for4years Priortothathewasthe
assistantsuperintendentoftheRioGrandeCanal oneofthelargestcanalsinthestate

LarryHakesjoinedtheDivision3staffastheWellInspector Larrytransferredfrom
Division2wherehewasinvolvedinthewellmeasurementprogram Larrybringslotsof
drillingexperiencetotheposition Hehasdevelopedagoodrapportwiththedrilling
communityandhiscontributionstotheWellInspectionprogramsareappreciated With
LarrycametheabilityfortheDivisiontoinspectwellsandwellconstructionintheSan
LuisValley Wefeelveryfortunatetonowhaveaninspectortoinsurethatthedrilling
communityisfollowingproperconstructionproceduresandthereforeprotecttheaquifer
thatsomanydependon Larryhasalreadymadeasignificantdifferenceinthese
areas

DivisionIIIcurrentlyhastwounfilledpositions thatoftheWellCommissionerandthe
deputyWaterCommissionerinDistricts2526

TrainingActivities

TraininginDivisionIIIcenteredonnewcomputerapplicationsandsafetyrequirements
forouremployees AdditionallytheProgramAssistantattendedCOFERstrainingand
threeWaterCommissionersattendedSupervisorytraininginJanuary2005

WorkloadIssues

Wecontinuetotrytodiversifytheexperienceofourstaffbyinvolvingtheminasmany
issuesandsituationsoutsidetheirprimaryresponsibilitiesastimeallows Manyofthe
watercommissionershavebeenassistinginwellpermittingbyperformingfield
inspectionson lateregistrations andnonexemptwellpermitapplications Additionally
somewatercommissionersassistedintheRGDSSeffortbyperformingmultiplecross
sectionsofthemajorriversandrectifyingpermitrightsfiles Withalargenumberof
SeniorWaterCommissionersretiring theDivisionhasbeenactivelycrosstraining
youngerwatercommissionerstotryandkeeptheknowledgeandexperiencewithinthe
Division TheDivisionreliedontheexperiencedWaterCommissionerstohelpcarryus
thruthetimeswhenwewereshortstaffed

AsistruethroughoutDWRtheworkloadcontinuestoincrease Theincreasing
complexityofwatercourtcases theimpactthedroughthashadonwellpermitting
requestsandrequirements andnewlegislationwithregardtosubdistrictsand
rulemakingauthorities haveallcontributedtothestaffsworkload
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EMPLOYEERECOGNITION

WaterCommissioneroftheYear

RobPhillipswaschosenasWaterCommissioneroftheYearfor2004becauseofhis
effortstoprovideconsistentanddiligentwateradministration Robhasalsobeen
pursuinghisstudiesreceivinghisBScinHydrologyin2002andincontinuinghis
studiesatUNMtoobtainaMasterdegree Robwasaskedtotakeontheadministration
ofWD22andmanagedtodothatandstillkeepuphisacademicendeavors

JimHorton CharlieQuintana andArtRivalereceivedcertificatesofappreciationfor
theirexcellentworkintheirrespectiveDistricts

PUBLICRECOGNITION

WaterManageroftheYear

EllaMaeHerrerawashonoredasthe WaterManageroftheYear for2004 EllaMae
hasworkedfortheUSBRforanumberofyearsandwithinthelastcoupleyearshas
beenpromotedtotheProjectManagerfortheClosedBasinDivisionoftheSanLuis
ValleyProject Shehasdoneanexcellentjobathernewdutyandhasbroughtanew
spiritofcooperationinbetweentheUSBRandtheotherentitiestheyworkwithinthe
SanLuisValley WetrulyappreciatethehelpandaccessthatwehavetotheBureaus
workandintegraleffortsthatwehaveinadministeringtheRioGrandeCompact

DitchSuperintendentoftheYear

DaveLucerowashonoredasthe Ditch SuperintendentoftheYear for2004 Dave
hasbeenwiththeUSFishandWildlifeServiceforanumberofyearsandrunsthe
waterontheAlamosaWildlifeRefuge HehelpstheDistrict20Commissionersandthe
DivisionIIIofficeonmanyoccasionsindealingwiththeissuesontheRefugeandthe
lowerendoftheRioGrandeadministration

KEYOBJECTIVESANDGOALS

Manyofourkeyobjectivesandgoalsareongoingfromyeartoyear buttheyformthe
basisforwhatwedoandhowwedoit Thefollowingareourkeyobjectivesfortheyear
2005
1 AdministertheRioGrandeandCostillaCreekCompactsinamannerthat

ensurestheentitlementsofColoradoundereachCompactarefullyrealizedand
utilizedandthatColoradosobligationsaremet

2 OperatetheDivisionIIIofficeinamannerthatallowsustostaywithinour
budget includingthedevelopmentofabudgetprocessacceptabletotheState
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EngineerfortheutilizationofCompactfundsforCompactrelatedexpenses This
issuecontinuestobeimportantwiththefiscaltightropetheStateiswalking
Tryingtodevisewaystocontinuethecriticalprogramsanddowhatisnecessary
toadministerwaterrightswillbeachallenge

3 ImplementtheprovisionsoftheLongRangePlan
4 Continuetodevelopandimplementthequalityassurancequalitycontrolprogram

forDivisionIIIdata includinghistoricdiversionrecords waterrightsinformation
andownershipinformation

5 Providetrainingtoourstaffintheuseofthecomputerapplicationsavailableto
us inparticularwordprocessing spreadsheets communications databases
andHydrobase

6 Correctlyissuewellpermitsonatimelybasisunderthewellpermit
decentralizationprogram Thisitemwilltakeanextraeffortwithwellscontinuing
togodryandwithrecentreplacementofourwellcommission

7 Constantlyimprovethequalityofourhydrographicanddiversionrecordsand
meetalldeadlinesforthecompletionandsubmittaloffinalrecords

8 Coordinatewithwaterusergroups individualsandotherStateandFederal
agenciesonissuessuchasendangeredspecies instreamflows Compact
administration InterstatelitigationandWaterCourtapplications inorderto
maximizecooperationandminimizedisputes

9 WorkwithCWCB theSEO andtheconsultantsontheRGDSSprojecttoensure
thatthesystemmeetstheneedsoftheusersandthatitiscorrectlydoneand
leadstousefulandadministrablerulesfornewappropriationsfromtheconfined
aquifer

10 ContinuetoimplementPrincipalCenteredLeadership
11 Identifyanyproblemswithandimprovewateradministrationateverylevelinthe

organization
12 Trytohelprestorethetravel personnelservicesandtheoperatingbudgetsthat

hasbeencutsubstantiallyoverthelastfewyears
13 ToeffectivelyaccomplishtheWaterCourtprocessresponsibilitieswithefficiency

toprovidetermsandconditionsthatwillpracticallyandeffectivelydealwith
impacttoothervestedrights

14 InsurethatalldamsinDivisionIIIaremonitoredfrequentlyenoughtorecognize
anydeficienciesandpromptlyworkwithownerstocorrectthem Alltheseefforts
toinsuretheintegrityofourdamsandtoprovidepublicsafetyasitinvolves
thosestructures

15 ProvidesoundjudgmentandencouragementtotheDistrictsandwellsownersto
movetoasustainablesystemthattheyunderstandandagreewithandthat
addressesimpacttothesurfacestreamandprotectstheriverinallways

16 Promulgateeffectiverulesthatidentifyandaddresstheissuesfacingthisvalley
withregardsmanagementoftheaquifers seniorrights andourCompact
compliance
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MAJORACTIVITIESIN2005

Thepotentialforanaboveaveragerunoffisarealpossibilityasofthiswriting At
present theMarch1 2005 forecastisbeingpredictedatapproximately145 onthe
RioGrandeandslightlylowerontheConejossystem Severalactivitieswillaffectour
workloadinthecomingyear ForemostthePromulgationofRulesandRegulationsfor
newappropriationsintheconfinedaquiferwillmostassuredlyrequireadditionalstaff
time TheproposedruleswerefiledinJune2004andcourtreviewisexpectedinearly
2006 Additionally theDivisionexpectsthenumberofwellpermitapplicationsto
continuetoincreaseasthecontinuingdroughttakesitstollonsurfacewaterandthe
groundwateraquifers

TheStateEngineerhasdistributed draftmeasurementrulesforwellpumping towater
usersfordiscussion Theruleswillmostlikelybepromulgatedduring2005

Additionallythestaffwillbereviewingdraftingrulesforpostcompactdepletionsabove
theCompactindexgagesforpossiblepromulgationinlate2005orearly2006

Arealconcentrationonqualitywateradministrationandrecordkeepingwillbeoneof
thetopprioritiesof2005

DealingwiththeESAissuesbothinColoradoanddownstreaminNewMexicowillbe
anothermajoractivityin2005 TheSouthwesternWillowFlycatcher whichiscurrently
listedandhasproposedcriticalhabitatontheRioGrandeandConejosriversandthe
potentialfortheRioGrandeCutthroattobelisted areareasofconcernthatwillhaveto
becloselymonitored TheimperiledSilveryMinnowcontinuestoeffectwater
administrationontheRioGrandeinNewMexico

TheadministrationofthetwoInterstateCompactsinDivisionIIIwillbeamajorinterest
inourworkload Afterthepastthreeyears weareremindedofhowficklethesystems
canbeandhowcarefullywemustconsidertheactionwetake theeffectsofthose
actionsandhowwesetuptheriveradministrationastheseasongoesby

TheUSparkServicefiledanapplicationattheendof2004topreserveandprotectthe
aquiferundertheGreatSandDunes Thisuniqueapplicationclaimsallunappropriated
waterintheaquifersbelowthedunemass Thisapplicationwillsurelycauseusto
spendmoretimeinthecourtroom

INNOVATIVEADMINISTRATIONTECHNIQUES

AttherequestoftheStateEngineer wewillattempttodescribea fewtechniquesto
solveproblemsthatwehaveorareworkingontoaddressproblemsthatdonotlend
themselvestonormalremedies
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1 TheoutletgatestructureinthedamatRioGrandeReservoirhassuffered
damageonseveraloccasionsapparentlyduetounusualturbulenceconditionsin
certainrangesofflow ThroughthejointeffortsoftheSanLuisValleyIrrigation
District theusersontheRioGrande otherreservoirowners andDivisionof
WaterResources operatingcriteriawillcontinuetobereviewedanddeveloped
toreleaseflowsoutsideofthedamagingrangeofflowandprotectthe
downstreamvestedrights Thiscriterionwillhavetoensurethatnoseniorusers
downstreamorourabilitytodeliverCompactwatertoNewMexicoisimpacted
bythisreleaserestriction WecontinuetobeincontactwiththeDistricttofind
thosetoolsnecessarytoaccomplishtheabove

2 Duringextremelydrywintermonthsasseeninthelasttwoyears thereareareas
intheSanLuisValleythatarepronetodomesticwellsgoingdryandtheproblem
ofstockoutofwater Afterseveraldifferentscenariosweresuggested tried and
failed wewillamendournormalCompactadministrationinsomecaseswhen
possible Wewilltrytoletspecificditchesdivertsmallamountsofwaterduring
thewinterandpaytheCompactbacklaterinthespringbygivingupapartof
theirirrigationsupply Thishasbeenaccomplishedoverthepastcoupleyears
withgreatsuccess Wecontinuetohaveextremelydrywarmwintersonthe
Valleyfloorandthisissueisverypersistent

3 Similartothat weareworkingwithditchesthatwanttodivertearlierthanthe
majoritywantstheirrigationseasontostart Weareallowingthediversionof
what inthepast hasbeenCompactwaterundertermsandconditionsthat
requirerepaymentlaterintheseasontotheextentthereisaCompact
curtailment

4 Wearecurrentlyworkingonanoperatingplanthatwouldallowtheuseofapre
Compactreservoirto prestore Compactwaterthatwouldnormallyberunto
theStatelinetotrytominimizetheover orunderdeliveryofourobligation

5 Theuseofprivateirrigationreservoirstocontrolflooding Withtheagreementof
areservoircompany wearetryingtoreregulatethepeakofthehydrographin
highyearstopreventfloodingofvulnerableareasdownstreamonseveralriver
basinsinDivisionIII

6 WearecooperatingwiththeRGWCDandthewellownersintheValleytotryand
reducethedemandontheaquifer In2005thiswillamounttoacontinuing
requesttoreducetheamountofirrigatedacreageunderwellsby20 Thismay
helpstopthefallinwatertablesandhelpreducetheamountofstream
depletionsthatwehaveseenthesepastyears Withthelargerunoffcoming
manywellownersbelievethedroughtisbrokenandwecangobacktobusiness
asusual Withthecontinuingdeclineinmanyportionsoftheaquiferwearestill
urgingwelluserstocontinuetoreducetheirpumpingtotheextentpossiblein
theirindividualoperationstojumpstartanyrecovery

MOSTIMPORTANTEVENTSOF2004

TheRioGrandedrainagecontinuedtoexperienceconditionsunequaledinthehistoryof
theRioGrandeCompact Thethirdyearofdroughtincludingthedroughtofrecord
madeitanotherverydifficultwateryearforthewaterusers TheRioGrandeindex
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cameinatabout81 ofaverage BothriversdeliveredtheirCompactobligationvery
closelyandwillbothhavejustaverysmallamountofcredittobeginthisveryhigh
runoffyear NewMexicoreachedaccordwithTexasonrelinquishmentofstoredcredit
waterlateinthespring ThisallowedNewMexicotostoresomewaterinpost compact
reservoirsandgeneratedenoughwaterfortheusersbelowElephantButtetoenhance
theirpartialwatersupply

ResolutionofthepurchaseoftheBacaGrantandtheformationoftheSanDunes
NationalParkwasgoodnewsforthebasin TheNatureConservancysandUS
governmentspurchaseoftheBacaRanchmayreducethethreatofexportationoflarge
amountsofwaterfromtheRioGrandebasin Thepotentialforanewgroundwater
projecttobefiledincourtremainsbutthechancesofitssuccessarenowmuchmore
difficult

TheRGDSSdevelopmentiscontinuingwiththeprimaryworkonthegroundwater
modelcompleted Rulesandregulationsfornewappropriationsfromtheconfined
aquiferwereoriginallyrequiredtobewrittenbyJuly1 2001 Legislationpassed
delayedimplementationofrulesandregulationsuntilJune30 2004 Thiswas
accomplishedanditremainstoseenwhatthe challengestotheproposedruleswill
meantothefinalrules TheRGDSSteamspentmanyhoursdoingpeerreviewofthe
modelandtyinguplooseends
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A TRANSMOUNTAINDIVERSIONSUMMARY INFLOWS

RECIPIENT SOURCE

10YearAverage CurrentYear

WD ID NAME STREAM AF DAYS AF DAYS WD ID STREAM

20 917 DonLaFont 1Ditch TribRedMtnCreek 0 0 0 0 78 4670 TribPiedra
River

20 918 DonLaFont 2Ditch TribRedMtnCreek 22 19 0 0 78 4671 TribPiedra
River

20 919 PineRiver Weminuche 423 61 240 52 31 4638 NFLosPinos

20 920 Tabor TribClearCreek 742 139 656 155 62 774 CebollaCreek
20 921 TreasurePassDitch SFRioGrande 138 32 214 40 29 4669 WolfCreek
20 922 WeminuchePassD Weminuche 558 18 565 21 31 4637 RinconLaVaca
20 923 WilliamsCreekSquaw SquawCreek 329 91 397 105 78 4672 WilliamsCreek

Pass
26 702 Tarbell SaguacheCreek 642 77 693 85 28 4656 Cochetopa

Creek

B TRANSMOUNTAINDIVERSIONSUMMARY OUTFLOWS

79 NA HudsonBranchDitch HuerfanoRiver 128 41 152 64 35 657 MedanoCreek

79 NA MedanoDitch HuerfanoRiver 563 51 738 73 35 658 MedanoCreek

Page25



RESERVOIRSTORAGESUMMARY
IRRIGATIONYEAR 2003
AMOUNTOFSTORAGE

MINIMUM MAXIMUM
WD ID RESERVOIRNAME SOURCESTREAM AF DATE AF DATE ENDYR

20 3532 BeaverPark BeaverCreek 2553 10312003 4511 5242004 2923

20 3536 Continental NorthClearCreek 977 8142004 6197 5192004 1048

20 3554 RioGrande RioGrande 4090 1112003 14726 5152004 6352

20 3558 SantaMaria NorthClearCreek 3366 6302004 5348 3312004 4761

21 3582 LaJara LaJaraCreek 252 10312003 1687 4212004 786

21 3583 Terrace AlamosaRiver 0 2152004 7025 682004 1954

22 3574 Platoro ConejosRiver 7284 1152003 17115 6242004 8226

24 3576 Sanchez CulebraCreek 6514 10312004 16746 5132004 6514

35 3529 Mt Home TrincheraCreek 901 9182004 6088 6122004 1093

35 3530 Smith TrincheraCreek 25 1112003 3458 5192004 381
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WATERDIVERSIONSUMMARIES

STRUCTURES ALLOTHER TOIRRIGATION
REPORTING STRUCTURES

With No No No No Visits Total Total Total Number Average
WD RecorWater Water Info RecorStructure Diversions DiversionDiversions ofAcres AF

d Avail TakeAvail d s AF Irrigated PerAcre
1 2 n 4 5 AF to

3 Storage
AF

20 268 57 34 22 7786 11295 500665 20041 495296 248405 199

21 90 13 3 2 965 4446 115792 8461 80501 54583 147

22 126 0 19 4 1637 4896 225720 9096 220659 83707 263

24 75 2 5 15 382 5029 66355 15882 60533 28923 209

25 80 49 19 8 660 3266 45374 0 45228 16520 273

26 69 83 12 8 1390 3909 35380 0 34322 9860 348

27 30 7 11 5 1263 951 15850 0 14997 4672 320

35 56 6 40 23 622 3124 64797 14298 33663 19947 168

TOT 794 217 143 87 14705 36916 1069933 67778 985199 466617 211
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WATERADMINISTRATIONDATASUMMARIES
RIVERCALLS IRRIGATIONYEAR 2003

District MostSeniorPriorityCurtailed MostJuniorPriorityServed CallingRightinSpring
20 146 190330C 217
RioGrande RioGrande Piedra RioGrandeCanal RioGrande Lariat
21 6 87 57
LaJara Garcia 1 LeMita 2 CoddingtonDitch Coddington
21 1 76 27
Alamosa AlamosaCreekCanal ElVeigo TerraceMainCanal HeadOverflow 5
22 1 189 24
Conejos Guadalupe RomeroandManassa BosqueDitch RinconesDitch
22 4 194 4
SanAntonio ElCoda 8mile Ditch LlanoDitch
24 12 2002 12
Culebra CerroCanal NorthVenteroDitch CerroCanal
26 9 32 32
Saguache LawrenceDitch 3 NehlsCompanyDitch NehlsCompanyDitch
27 8 5
LaGarita Home 1Ditch All Home 1Ditch
27 17 1988 10
Carnero LaMogote 2Ditch GreenDitch ShownDitch
35 3 71 44
TrincheraandTributaries SangreDeCristo 3 GarlandHeadgate 2 Beckwith Ditch
BecauseoftheidiosyncrasiesoftheadministrationschemeinDistrict25 nosuchinformationcouldbeobtainedwhichmadesense
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WATERADMINISTRATIONDATASUMMARIES
WATERDIVERSIONSUMMARIESFORVARIOUSUSES IRRIGATIONYEAR2003

TRANS TRANS
MOUNTAIN BASIN DOMESTIC

WD OUTFLOW OUTFLOW MUNICIPAL COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL RECREATION FISHERY HOUSEHOLD STOCK

0 15486 6164 350 0 0 1236 163 020

0 0 60 0 0 0 0 0 021

0 0 2047 0 0 0 0 2780 022

0 0 333 0 0 0 0 0 024

0 0 63 542 0 0 0 0 025

0 0 229 0 0 0 0 0 026

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 027

890 71 281 2 0 0 130 42 035

Total 890 15557 9177 894 0 0 1366 2985 0
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WATERADMINISTRATIONDATASUMMARIES
WATERDIVERSIONSUMMARIESFORVARIOUSUSES IRRIGATIONYEAR2003

SNOW MINIMUM POWER
AUGMENTATION EVAPORATION GEOTHERMAL MAKING STREAMFLOW GENERATIONWILDLIFE RECHARGE OTHERWD

3477 158 0 0 0 893 4670 3558 1156220

5 4 0 0 0 0 0 5 4123121

4888 4 0 0 0 0 0 227 022

2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 42624

0 0 0 0 0 1234 0 0 8325

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 841 026

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 892 027

248 0 0 0 0 225 0 353 458535

Total 8620 168 0 0 0 2352 4670 5876 57887
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CompactAdministration
2004RIOGRANDECOMPACTREPORT

PreliminaryFigures
A F

1 AdjustedRioGrandeIndex 527800
AdjustedRioGrandeDelivery 136900

RequiredRioGrandeDelivery 136500
LessPaperCreditperagreement 5000
NetRequiredRioGrandeDelivery 131500

2 AdjustedCombinedConejosIndex 265100
AdjustedConejosDelivery 79300

RequiredConejosDelivery 85300
LessPaperCreditperagreement 5000
NetRequiredConejosDelivery 80300

3 TotalDeliveryatLobatos 216200
TotalRequiredDeliveryatLobatos 221800
LessPaperCredit SeeCompact 10000
NetRequiredDeliveryatLobatos 211800
Margin 4400

4 RioGrandeCurtailment
DeliveryTarget ofIndex EstimatedCurtailmentofDitches ofIndex

January1 March31 100 January1 March31 100
April1 May19 15 April1 May19 15
May20 August2 14 May20 August2 14
August3 August30 7 August3 August16 7
August31 October5 0 August17 October5 0
October6 October31 50cfs October6 October31 Returnflows
November1 December31 100 November1 December31 100

5 ConejosCurtailment
DeliveryTarget ofIndex EstimatedCurtailmentofDitches ofIndex

January1 March31 100 January1 February5 100
April1 May5 21 April1 May5 25
May6 May18 24 May6 May18 0
May19 June4 18 May19 June4 20
June5 August4 11 June5 August4 13
August5 August16 4 August5 August16 0 returns
August17 November9 0 August17 November9 0
November10 December31 100 November10 December31 100

Includes6507af ofthecreditableClosedBasinProjectproduction
Includes4338af ofthecreditableClosedBasinProjectproduction
IncludesallthecreditableClosedBasinProjectproduction 10845af
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WaterCourtActivities
January1 December31 2004

WaterCourtApplicationsin2004 TypeofClaim

TypeofClaim NumberofCases NumberofStructures
UndergroundWaterRight 5 5

SurfaceRight 5 7

StorageRight 0 0
PlanforAugmentation 1 6

Exchange 0 0

ChangeofUndergroundWaterRight 17 26
ChangeofSurfaceRight 2 6

ChangeofPlanforAugmentation 0 0

Rules ConfinedAquifer 1 NA

VerifiedComplaint 1 1
PetitiontoCorrectLocation 1 1

FindingofDiligence 0 0

InstreamFlowRight 0 0
Diligence MakeConditionalAbsolute 2 5

Total 35 57
Note Someapplicationsin2004containedmorethanonetypeofclaimoraction eg ChangeofWaterRight
andPlanforAugmentation Thetypeofclaimwastabulatedaboveunderonlyonecategoryofapplication

TypeofDecreeEnteredin2004
TypeofClaim NumberofCases NumberofStructures

FindingofDiligenceonConditionalRights 5 13

CancellationofConditionalRights 1 2

ConditionalRightMadeAbsolute 1 2
ConditionalRightAdjudicated 0 0

SurfaceRightAdjudicated 4 6

UndergroundRightAdjudicated 3 3
Injunction Abandonment 1 1

PetitiontoCorrectLocation 1 1

PlanforAugmentationAdjudicated 6 9

ChangeofSurfaceRightAdjudicated 1 2
ChangeofUndergroundRightAdjudicated 16 29

ChangeofPlanforAugmentation 1 97

ComplaintforDeclaratoryJudgmentResolved 0 0
ComplaintResolved 0 0

Total 40 165
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WaterCourtActivities January1 December31 2004
Continued

NumberofOpenCasesasofDecember31 2004 73

NumberofCasesDismissedin2004 2
NumberofCasesWithdrawnin2004 3
DecreesIssuedbytheCourtin2004 40
CasesClosedin2004 45
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DIVISIONIII
ACTIVITYSUMMARY

2003CALENDARYEAR

ACTIVITY TOTALS

Numberofstructuresobserved 1241

Numberofsurfacerights 2884

Numberofreservoirs 343

Numberofwells 22627

Numberofobservations 36916

Rivermeasurements 958

Ditchmeasurements 145

Daminspections 36

Newwaterrightsadministered 9

NumberofAugmentationPlans 90

PlanofAugmentationStructures 1058

NewPlansofAugmentation 6

Wellsadministered 22627

ActiveSSPs 2

Applicationsfordecrees 35

DecreesissuedbyWaterCourt 40

DivisionEngineerRecommendationsFiled 36

WaterCourtAppearances 194

Meetingswithwaterusers 455

Meetingstoresolvewaterrelateddisputes 73

Publicassistancecontacts 52450

Wellpermitsissued 524

Milesdrivenbystaff 235371

ProfessionalandTechnicalStaff 9

ClericalStaff 1

WaterCommissionerFTE FullPartTime 4575
includesNonJurisdictionalImpoundmentfilings
includespermits
includes domestic wellsunderaugplans calcfromHydrobase Welltoolsdata
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SteveVandiverDivisionEngineerRoberta BarelaProgramAssistantIMikeSullivanCraig CottenSteve BaerRobPhillipsLarryHakesAssistant DivisionEngineerLead HydroLeadWaterCommissionerLead WaterCommissionerWell InspectorWater District20Water District22workingfortheChief Well InspectorVacantScott VenemanBenCannonJim HortonWellCommissionerHydrographerWater CommissionerWater CommissionerSatelliteMonitoringWater District 20WaterDistrict 22JoeMcCannStanDitmarsPerry AlspaughLeadWaterCommissionerHydrographerWater CommissionerWaterDistrict 21WaterDistrict 2027Pat McDermottWayne Peck EITIIWater CommissionerWaterDistrict 21 LeeConnerCharlie Quintana HydrographerWater CommissionerWater District 24ArtRivaleLead Water CommissionerWater District 25 26Ray Tom StewartWater CommissionerWater District 25 26Bob SchultzWater CommissionerWater District 35
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