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I WATER ADMINISTRATION

A Current Water Year 1994

1 Accomplishments

a Water Administration

In 1994 the water administration issues which were encountered

ranged from feast to famine Depending on what area of the basin you lived in you

enjoyed a good year a fair year or a terrible year

The year started out with a wonderfully mild winter on the Valley floor The January

t mean temperature for Alamosa of 193 degrees Fahrenheit was 56 degrees Fahrenheit

above the long term average Unfortunately along with the mild temperatures a below

normal snowpack was experienced in portions of the basin By the time the irrigation

season arrived it was apparent that many drainages in the Division would have below

normal runoffs The May 1 runoff forecast showed that the southern mountains both in

the San Juan and Sangre de Cristo ranges had the best snowpack and the situation got

W progressively worse the farther north in the Division one looked Runoff estimates ranged

from 152 percent of average for Culebra Creek in the southeast corner of the Valley to

67 percent of average for Saguache Creek in the northwest corner of the Valley

As the runoff season started the mild temperatures continued to persist and

I resulted in many rivers and creeks having early runoff peaks followed by rapidly declining

stream flows While many ditches were able to divert the duration of their diversion were

often measured in days instead of weeks However all was not gloom and doom in the
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Valley The major reservoirs in the Valley had above average amounts of water in storage

which helped to offset to some degree the below average runoff Also the availability of

groundwater in a large part of the Valley provided for ample water supplies to much of the

intensively cultivated farm ground One final event which helped stretch the water supply

this year was the spill of Elephant Butte Reservoir which eliminated our compact obligation

for 1994

Some of the specific water administration areas which we wish to report on are

1 Rio Grande Compact

vu Colorado began 1994 with a credit of 65300 of under the

provision of the Rio Grande Compact As the winter progressed it became obvious that

the Conejos system would have a significant delivery obligation because of its above

normal snowpack The Rio Grande on the other hand would have a much easier time of

it because of the belownormal snowpack in the basin Then after excellent early

deliveries had been made and the obligation seemed to be manageable flows from the

Sangre de Cristos in Southern Colorado and northern New Mexico caused Rio Grande

LI Project storage to spill eliminating any further obligation in 1994 This runoff into Elephant

Butte Reservoir exceeded any forecast and also forced some of the credit in the reservoir

to be spilled The content stayed high throughout the year and Project storage was

2123070 of on December 31 1994 out of a possible2296800 af

The Rio Grande calls for irrigation water were honored on March 14 1994 as a
iuw

result of good earlyyear deliveries of both native and Closed Basin Project water The Rio

Grande was not curtailed the remainder of the year for Compact purposes and it appeared

2
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return flows would more than satisfy any obligation which remained on that river The

Conejos system calls for irrigation were not honored until April 15 1994 to allow for more

delivery early thereby reducing the curtailment during the irrigation season when the water

was needed The initial curtailment was set at 25 percent but only minimal actual

curtailment of ditches was needed because of the high flows out of the Los Pinos and San

Antonio Rivers The much above normal snowpack along the ColoradoNew Mexico

stateline produced enough water to more than meet the Conejos obligation through the

entire spring as well as meet all demand in the San Antonio and lower Conejos system

By the time the Conejos runoff peaked the needed curtailment had been reduced because

of the excess early flow which was not fully anticipated
jj

As the spring and early summer progressed it became apparent that the much

va above normal runoff from northern New Mexico could possibly spill Project storage Then

on July 2 after all of the San Juan Chama recreation pool of 45900 of had been spilled

it was determined that credit water was being spilled triggering one of the definitions of

spill in the Compact and therefore released Colorado from any obligation for the remainder

of the year Proposed alternative accounting by the US Bureau of Reclamation in El PasoIi

would not have shown a spill but that was not allowed by the Compact Commission A
I

summary of curtailments and Compact performance can be found in IIF later in this

document

As is normally done a 6040 Rio Grande Conejos allocation was assumed at the

beginning of the year On April 25 1994 the Rio Grande Water Conservation District

Allocation Committee met and it was concluded that the Rio Grande did not require any
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Closed Basin Project water for the remainder of the year nor the amount already credited

au to them up to that time Therefore the Conejos was allocated 100 percent of the water

from January to the end of the year Then as a result of the spill in early July the

Allocation Committee agreed to reallocate the production 6040 from July 1 1994 to the

end of the year to handle the operational water which would be delivered to the river The

Project was kept at a reduced level until December when the production was increased

to approximately 50 cfs to prepare the canal for 1995 deliveries The variable allocation

in 1994 resulted in a split of Project production ofp p approximately 14 percent Rio Grande

and 86 percent Conejos

Once again the lack of Compact obligation requirements caused the problem of

trying to administer the Rio Grande to accomplish minimum deliveries past Alamosa This

problem was successfully addressed by a different administrative scheme and the

cooperation of several ditch companies to reduce bypasses and shortages to downstream

water rights The overall administration went well not only on the Rio Grande but on the

Conejos as well

iwNs The winter recharge decree was honored beginning on November 1 1994 Four

of the six ditches participated this year and approximately 11743 of was delivered under

this decree Only the Rio Grande Canal and the Centennial did not divert Additional

structures are still being constructed on those ditches to ensure water can be introduced

into the aquifers as efficiently as possible

2 Closed Basin Project

The Closed Basin Project continued to deliver good quality
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water to the Rio Grande in 1994 which was creditable under the Compact and thus

reduced curtailments of direct flow water rights on both the Conejos and the Rio Grande

The Project has a noticeable effect on our administration of the Compact and the amount

of water that is deliverable to the ditches on both the Conejos and the Rio Grande All five

stages of the Project are complete and operational Many operational concerns remain

over several aspects of the Project and as more is learned it will be come easier to
LI

operate The hydrologic conditions in1994 once again did not allow full use of the Project

and we look forward to learning how it can be operated most beneficially under full

production We anticipate that the delivery of water from this Project will have a significant

impact on Compact administration and will be of great help to us in minimizing the impact

of the Compact on the users in Colorado To date the Compact water quality standards

have been quite easily met Only 116 of of water in 1994 did not meet Compact

standards We expect the Project can continue to be operated within the prescribed

standards and that non creditable deliveries can be minimized by good operation and

maintenance of the facility and monitoring by the different entities involved in its

administration Other purposes of the Project as provided in the enabling legislation have

received major benefits especially the mitigation of impacted wetlands as described in the

mitigation plan for the Project

u

Ni
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Preliminary deliveries during 1994 are as follows

1566 acre feet Blanca Wildlife Habitat Area

766 acre feet of the 1566 acre feet were

delivered from operational water after spill
occurred

4500 acre feet Alamosa National Wildlife Refuge
18250 acre feet to the Rio Grande

creditable

Deliveries were also made to San Luis Lake to maintain the 890 surface acres which

continues to hold the TDS levels in the lake at an acceptable level As of the last tests in

1994 TDS in the lake was approximately 390 ppm Water delivered to and from the lake

is as follows

1168 acre feet delivered to San Luis Lake

1872 acre feet pumped from San Luis Lake

A considerable amount of natural inflow from Sand and Big Spring Creeks helped freshen

the lake and created a need to pump water from the lake through the pumping plant into

the conveyance channel We continue to be involved with both the Bureau of Reclamation

l
and the Rio Grande Water Conservation District to use the Project as effectively as

possible

3 Platoro Reservoir

On January 31 1994 the Conejos Water Conservancy District

presented a check for 350000 to the United States Bureau of Reclamation as an early

payout of the construction obligation for Platoro Reservoir With this payout the District

assumed responsibility for operation and maintenance of the reservoir Flood control

6
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operations are still maintained by the United States Army Corps of Engineers in

Albuquerque New Mexico

Platoro Reservoir started the year with just over 42000 of of water in storage With

this large carryover an early season release had to be made to create storage space to

handle the predicted runoff By May 15 the reservoir had been drawn down to 37000 af

Between May 15 and June 6 the storage rate in the reservoir was regulated in accordance

with the flood control operation curves The conservation pool filled on June 10 and a

small amount of water was stored in the flood control pool until the inflow to the reservoir

subsided The flood control pool was evacuated by June 30

Platoro Reservoir was once again utilized by the Conejos Water Conservancy

District to store direct flow rights for senior downstream ditches This is the fourth year this

program has been run in cooperation with our office This year 8700 of of water was

stored under the direct flow storage program for later use during the irrigation season The
ku

program has proved to be very beneficial in reregulating flows on the Conejos River

Hopefully before the end of 1995 the District will be able to have the direct flow storage

program decreed by the Water Court A court case was filed by the District in 90CW48
4rvi

A computer model developed by Hydrosphere Resource Consultants is currently

undergoing calibration and will be used to support the claims of the District in this case

W In addition to the direct flow water which was stored in Platoro the District also sold

approximately6050 of of project water to ditches in the District The combination of an

above average runoff on the Conejos drainage availability of ample storage water and no

Compact curtailment added up to a good irrigation season on the Conejos system

7
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On the Rio Grande the situation was a little different but the results were still pretty

good The Grande had a runoff which was about 80 percent of average The reservoirs

on the system had fair volumes in storage but the number of ditches which benefit from

the use of these reservoirs is small The saving grace in the Rio Grande drainage was the

uuv ability of many farms to use ground water supplies Adequate water supplies coupled with

excellent summer growing conditions resulted in bumper crops of potatoes grains and

alfalfa

The water commissioners in District 20 the mainstem of the Rio Grande made

great strides in trying to improve upon the administrative problems of the District caused

by the complexity of the system As they have gained knowledge about how the river

works they have offered many suggestions which have helped deliver water to the ditches

in a more efficient manner They have also spent considerable time working with the

owners of various ditches to get structures upgraded and other maintenance work done

which will help the ditch owners maximize their use of the water

Administration of the other drainages in the Division seemed to be the typical dayto

day problem solving that occurs every year with the exception of Saguache Creek and
bvav

Culebra Creek In these areas Districts 26 and 24 respectively issues arose which

required a considerable amount of time from the Alamosa staff These issues are

discussed in greater detail later in this report

One area of water administration which seems to be getting more attention is

groundwater In the past we have not directly administered groundwater because of the

absence of approved rules and regulations and because of the agreement entered into
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by the major river systems dealing with the operation of the Closed Basin Project Now

we are hearing more and more people mention this area in discussions about

administration While the Valley as a whole seems to be relatively happy with the present

statusquo it appears that there is a growing sentiment at least among a small group of
wJ water users that the time is approaching when groundwater administration will have to

come to the Valley We do not think that the need for rules and regulations is imminent

and we hope they are never needed however we feel that we should start thinking about

basic data needs which would help us make informed decisions in the future about how

we and the water users can manage this very valuable resource

With respect to Water Court activity for 1994 this was a very uneventful year for

the most part There were a total of 63 cases filed during 1994 two of which were

injunctive actions against our office There were 34 decrees entered by the Water Court

during 1994 and there were 81 cases pending as of January 1 1995 A breakdown of the

statistics compiled by the Clerk of the Water Court are contained in the appendices to this

report

Effective January 1 1995 the Water Court in Division III will have a much different

look After 22 years of serving as the Clerk of the Water Court Carol Redding has decided

to move on to other job responsibilities She will be working parttime for the District Court

Administrator and will also take over as manager of the San Luis Valley Water

Conservancy District While we all wish Carol the best of luck in her new endeavors we

also mourn her loss to the Court With her departure goes many years of knowledge and

history which will be impossible to replace

9
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In addition to Carol Redding leaving the Water Court it was recently announced that

w the administrative functions of the Water Court District Court and County Court will be

combined in an effort to increase efficiency and reduce costs We will be watching this

situation to see how it may impact our office

As mentioned above Carol Redding will be the new manager for the San Luis

Valley Water Conservancy District Carol will be replacing Floyd Getz who is retiring from

that position after 12 years Floyd served in the capacity of managersecretary and always

performed his duties in a professional and courteous manner It was a pleasure working

with Floyd and Division III wishes him the very best

b Dam Safety

Dam safety inspections in Division III were conducted by Frank Kugel

the Dam Safety Field Engineer shared with Division VII Two dams were repaired with

one repair resulting in a likely modification of a storage restriction Fourteen dams had

annual safety inspections performed by the Field Engineer An additional nine dams were

observed by the Water Commissioners including seven Class II dams

A major dam modification project was completed on the Mountain Home Reservoir

dam This dam is a 127foot high rockhydraulic fill structure on Trinchera Creek The

National Dam Safety Phase I Report showed the spillway to be unable to safely pass the

Inflow Design Flood IDF for a Class I dam As a result reservoir storage was restricted

to a level 115 feet below the spillway crest Modifications to the dam included widening

the spillway to 200 feet and constructing a concrete spillway control structure The dam

crest was raised three feet a concrete energy dissipater was constructed on the end of the

10
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outlet discharge flume and a toe drain was installed to control seepage The result of this

project is that the dam has a higher level of safety and can now pass the OF for a Class I

dam

The second dam construction project was at Big Meadows Dam This structure is

a 65 foot high earthfill embankment Extensive seepage at the embankment toe had long

been a safety concern The repair involved constructing three separate toe drains to

collect seepage flows As a result seepage patterns have been drastically reduced

C Hydrographic Program

1 Duties

The hydrographic branch in Division 3 is composed of four
A

hydrographers Craig Cotten is the lead hydrographer Stan Ditmars is a full time

hydrographer Scott Veneman works as a hydrographer approximately twothirds of the

time and repairs and maintains the satellite system the remainder of the time and

Pat McDermott works as a hydrographer approximately half of the time and on other water

resources duties the other half

The hydrographic branch has the responsibility of tracking and recording the stream

flows in the San Luis Valley of Colorado This includes the Rio Grande and Conejos Rivers

and their tributaries along with those streams tributary to the Closed Basin The branch

operates works records or maintains equipment for 46 gaging stations in and around the

Valley as well as operating eight trans mountain diversions that bring water into the Valley

from other basins Thirtyeight of these stations are equipped with satellite monitoring

equipment that relay information to our office every four hours A wateryear record
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October 1 through September 30 of daily flows is developed for 43 of the stations In

addition a calendaryear record is developed for 19 of the stations

Eight of the stations operated by the branch are Rio Grande Compact stations The

Rio Grande Compact governs the apportionment of Rio Grande and Conejos River flows

to Colorado New Mexico Texas and Mexico These eight Compact stations are operated

under Compact guidelines and are used to determine the amount of water to which
u

Colorado is entitled

The h dro ra hers have had a fair busy 9 p y y year this year with preparing records

operating and maintaining gaging stations and rehabilitating existing structures and

systems

2 Closed Basin

From 1989 through 1994 the Division of Water Resources had

a cooperative agreement with the US Bureau of Reclamation regarding the collection of

hydrologic data on ReclamationsClosed Basin Project Under the agreement this office

was responsible for performing hydrographic measurements and collecting streamflow

s data at eleven sites throughout the Project area On September 30 1994 this cooperative

agreement expired Based on the success of this agreement a new cooperative
i

agreement was signed in November This new agreement follows along the same lines

of the old agreement but several new sites have been added and the funding has

increased slightly The agreement is for the period October 1 1994 through

September 30 1999 and this office is looking forward to continuing the collection of data

and working with the Bureau of Reclamation

12



3 Construction Projects

The construction projects that have been performed by the

branch vary from small jobs to fairly indepth endeavors This past year the hydrographic
4

branch has replaced the station on Kerber Creek replaced the control and rehabilitated

the station on La Jara Creek replaced a significant part of the cableway on the North

Channel of the Conejos River repaired the channel and gage pool on Ute Creek

rehabilitated the station on North Crestone Creek installed three new satellite systems

and performed many smaller construction projects at gaging stations

f Plans are already being made for several new construction projects in the months

ahead These projects both completed and planned will allow us to better track and

record the stream flows in Division 3

4 Satellite Monitoring Repair Facility

The Satellite Monitoring System Facility in Division III is responsible

for the maintenance repair and calibration of all electronic data collection and telemetry

equipment in Divisions III IV and VII The facility provides technical support and

t assistance to field engineers and technicians in these divisions for system installation field

maintenance and modifications

Approximately 30 percent of one fulltime position is spent operating the facility

Sixteen data collection platforms and three shaft encoders were repaired at the facility in

1994 A total of 3329 miles were driven during the year performing field repairs and

installations

In Division III one state owned Satellite Monitoring System was installed at

13
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Trinchera Creek below Smith Reservoir Two additional systems were installed on trans

uu mountain diversions for other entities in Division III One was installed for the Division of

Wildlife at the Don LaFont No 2 Ditch at Piedra Pass and one was installed for Navajo

Development on Williams Creek Squaw Pass Ditch at Squaw Pass The data from these

stations greatly assist the water commissioners in administering the water on a real time

basis

In Division VII three Stateowned Satellite Monitoring Systems were installed and

two existing systems were upgraded with new data collection platforms and shaft

encoders An additional day was spent investigating the possibilities of interfacing our

equipment to existing devices at several locations in the Dolores Project These

installations are scheduled for March 1995

iu d Ground Water and Well Permiftina

In 1994 the Division III groundwater section processed over 410 well

permit applications and performed 123 field inspections This was a 14 percent increase

in permit applications and a 34 percent increase in field inspections over 1993

t Of particular concern to the groundwater staff is the reactivation of old irrigation

wells which have not been used for years and have probably never provided a full water

supply to the land for which the well was intended
r

In 1981 a moratorium was placed on the issuance of irrigation permits for new lands

in the unconfined aquifer of the Closed Basin This was the final moratorium in a series

and effectively stopped issuance of new irrigation permits in the Rio Grande Basin in

Colorado However this cessation of permit issuance has not stopped enterprising

14



farmers from trying to open up newly irrigated ground

In the past Division III has never placed a well on the abandonment list We can

ensure that will change in the year 2000 At the present time however we need a

mechanism whereby we can restrict this de facto expansion of use

L e Water Records and Information

This year marked a milestone in our development of diversion records

and processing of information in our office For the first time since we started processing

our own diversion records all of the diversion data was entered by the water

commissioners utilizing computer equipment located outside the Division III office While

this advancement has often required some extensive long distance problem solving the

savings in travel time and mileage expenses are certainly real We also believe that the

quality of the records has improved with the increased ownership experienced by the

commissioners since they now perform all their own data entry and corrections As has

been the case for the last several years the 1994 diversion records were completed on

time with minimal problems We want to thank all of our water commissioners for their

efforts in producing the 1994 diversion records

Another milestone which occurred this year was the installation of a Local Area

Network LAN in the Division III office The LAN provides us the flexibility to share data

w and printers between the various computers within the office While we are still learning

to use the LAN to its full potential it has already solved many of the hardware problems

which have existed for years

This year marked the first year we published a biennial tabulation pursuant to the
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revised statutes Preparation of the 1994 tabulation was a relativel painless process

unlike past experiences This was due in great part to having the data accessible on our

local computers and also to the efforts of the staff in entering and checking recent court

decrees Special thanks go out to Sue Edling for all her efforts in data handling and to

Jean Van Loan of the Denver office for all her help in the data processing and publication

areas

4 As each year passes it seems that the handling of data is becoming more of our

everyday routine We have seen ever increasing requests for information on both surface

water rights and wells We currently have available to the public all of our decreed water

rights registered wells and historic surface diversion data The vast majority of this

information is available on our computer databases The quality of the information in these

databases is extremely important This year we began to review the historic surface

diversion data for the period 1950 to 1993 The water commissioners reviewed the data
j

for major ditches in their districts and identified problem areas or corrections which need

to be considered The next step in this process will be to determine what corrections

should be made and to document the changes This will be an ongoing process for the

next few years as outlined in the Long Range Plan for the Division

An experiment we started two years ago in providing public access to our well

database has proven to be a great success which we would like to report on We have

dedicated one of our office computers to be used by the public to access the well data
rN

base If people come in with extensive research to be done regarding wells they are given

instructions on how to use the Wellbrow program and are free to use the public computer
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Staff is available to answer questions but the amount of staff involvement is drastically

reduced This procedure has worked extremely well with realtors appraisers consultants

and people looking to purchase large tracts of land with multiple wells The public access
SuJ

machine was also heavily used during the yearend rush to comply with the new

requirement to provide change of ownership information for wells

f Special Projects

The Division III office is staying involved with other State and Federal

resource agencies in an attempt to educate them in Colorado water law We have met with

several Federal agencies this past year and State agencies to convey information to them

All water conservancy district water conservation district as well as most water user

meetings are attended by Water Resources personnel

The Division III Staff enjoyed an active training program during 1994 that is

continuing in 1995 Listed below is a summary of training which occurred during 1994 and

todate for 1995 In addition to the training listed Division III also spent some training

monies to purchase a televisionNCR for use in training activities and four water resource

manuals to add to the Division library
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Training Received Calendar Year 1994

Staff
Total

Attending Type of Training Hrs Hrs

1 Colorado Well Water Contractors Association Conference 24 24

10 Computer Applications Course 20 200

12 Water Law Training 12 144

1 Safe Drinking Water Act 8 8

1 Bank Operated Cableways 4 4

3 Ground WaterWell Training 6 18

4 Water Seminar 5 20

7 LAN Operation Training 4 P8

7 GPS Operation Training 7 49

2 GPS Data Handling 12 24
kl

11 Colorado Water Officials Association 10 110

Training 1995 to Date
wa

14 Well Permitting 3 42

8 Well Construction Seminar 6 48

Division III staff continues to be involved in the development of recharge projects

around the San Luis Valley The San Luis Valley Water Conservancy District the Rio

Grande Water Conservation District and several ditch companies have become involved

in formal projects to construct recharge facilities to enable them to more efficiently deliver

ditch water into the aquifers for use by wells at a later time We have participated in the
is

San Luis Valley Water Conservancy District Plan by providing assistance funds and help

w
with installation of Parshall flumes and data loggers for monitoring the aquifers as the

recharge project is operated A substantial amount of water was delivered to at least two
I

ww

x
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formal recharge areas We continue to work with ditch companies to maximize the amount

of water that can be recharged to the aquifers when time and water allow SB200 funds

have been used to purchase some of the monitoring equipment so that we can better
E

understand the aquifer systems

The Division Engineer for Division III continues as the Engineer Advisor to the

Colorado Rio Grande Compact Commissioner In 1994 he was heavily involved in a

number of issues throughout the Compact reach of the Rio Grande in an attempt to protect

Colorados interests under the Rio Grande Compact Particular issues include the effect

v of the Endangered Species Act and recreational interests constantly wanting additional

water from Colorado to enhance the rafting flows through the Rio Grande gorge On

August 19 1994 the Rio Grande Silvery Minnow was designated as an endangered

specie on the Rio Grande with proposed critical habitat between Cochiti and Elephant

Butte Reservoirs The Division Engineer has been actively involved with other
4J

stakeholders on the Rio Grande to be included directly in the recovery plan process for the

fish Several meetings have been held to determine how to carry out new directives of the

Department of Interior to include stakeholders in this process An additional duty which the

Engineer Advisor has been involved in is an inter agency group working on Rio Grande

issues in Colorado and northern New Mexico Representatives of both states the Bureau

of Land Management the US Fish and Wildlife Service the US Forest Service the

Division of Wildlife the State EngineersOffice and Indian tribes are trying to identify and

address issues of common concern particularly involving management issues between

m

Las Sauces Colorado and Espanola New Mexico It has been extremely beneficial to
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educate one another to the different concerns of each of the entities represented and

identify areas in which we can benefit one another We feel this is a good opportunity to

address Coloradosinterest under the Rio Grande Compact but wanted to be involved in
w

any attempt to enhance other aspects of the use of the river or water flow

The staff from Division III has been involved in the National Water Quality

Assessment NAWQA program with theUSGS Both Bob Plaska and Steve Vandiver

are involved in the Liaison Committee which advises the USGSas to how the program

can proceed in a productive way Water quality sampling was completed during 1994 both

from surface and ground water sources The initial data collection has been completed as

of this date and we understand the report is complete as to this snap shot of Colorados

water quality in the Rio Grande Basin

G At our Fall Water Commissioner Meeting we honored our Water Commissioner of

the Year Steve Baer Steve is the Lead Commissioner in District 20 the mainstem of the
j

Rio Grande While it is often extremely difficult to single out one commissioner over his

peers this year the choice was relatively clear Besides performing his everyday duties

in a very capable manner Steve volunteered to serve on the PDQ review panel for Water

Commissioners This involved a great deal of sacrifice on his part to complete a very

difficult and demanding job Because of his dedication and willingness to serve his fellow

employees Steve was our choice for the 1994 Division III Water Commissioner of the

Year

We also gave out two awards to honor water users in our Division The first was for

w the Ditch Superintendent of the Year which was presented to Barry Nelson
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Superintendent of the Rio Grande Canal Barry manages the largest canal system in the

L San Luis Valley as well as two reservoirs which are part of the system This past year his

cooperation with our commissioners made the job of administration on the Rio Grande a

much more efficient operation We greatly appreciate the efforts Barry has put forth to help
our staff

The second award was presented to Harold Ziegler for the Water Manager of the

Year Harold is the President of the Commonwealth Ditch Company and a member of the

Colorado Water Development and Power Resource Authority Board He has been very

active in other Valley water groups and is a past president of the Rio Grande Water

Conservation District This past year Harold was instrumental in getting his ditch company

to try some innovative water management practices which resulted in aiding the water

commissioners in the daily administration of the river He also helped negotiate the

settlement of some disputes between various water user groups We greatly appreciate

the efforts Harold has contributed to the water user community in the Valley both in the

past and in the present

2 Milestones in Water Issues

This year seemed to have more than the normal amount of complex water
W

issues that demanded a great deal of the staffs time Many of them are still being worked

on as we move into the new year and some will no doubt be unresolved for some time

Perhaps the most notable issue and the most pleasant to report on is the final
i

chapter in the American Water Development Incorporated AWDI case After losing its

La case for non tributary groundwater and its claim to water under a Spanish land grant in the
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Division III Water Court and after losing tsg appeal to the Colorado Supreme Court the

case finally ended when the United States Supreme Court refused to hear AWDIsappeal

With the decision of the US Supreme Court the way is finally clear for the objectors to try

r
to collect the judgement awarded to them in the District Court case The amount of the

judgement including interest now stands at over three million dollars

One of the water administration issues which surfaced again this year dealt with

some of the oldest water rights in the State These rights are located in the Culebra Creek

drainage near San Luis For many years there has been a dispute over the ownership and

historic use of part of the water decreed to the first twentyfour priorities on the system

r These rights were involved in the 1984 abandonment case but were subsequently
L

withdrawn from the abandonment list subject to an understanding between the parties and
i

the State regarding the administration of the rights This spring a call was put on the

system for part of the disputed rights which led to a brief period of intense unrest among
t

the water users involved In an attempt to settle the dispute a meeting was held between

representatives of the ditches involved and the State Engineer Based on that meeting

it was agreed that a plan of administration which would try to recognize the historic use

patterns would be formulated by our office and offered to all the parties involved in the
4n i

dispute The timetable for having the plan to the water users is early 1995 so that

hopefully it can be agreed to and implemented for the 1995 irrigation season

Another dispute which has been under investigation for the last couple of years

deals with the administration of the lower end of Trinchera Creek The dispute centers

around a relatively senior water right Seyfried water right priority 32 which has been split
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between two points of diversion and moved onehalf of the right moving upstream one

4w half moving downstream The decrees which moved this water right contain language

which required measurements to be made at three locations Our interpretation of the
Lj

decrees and the administration of the water right based on that interpretation was

contested by the owners of junior water rights who claimed our administration was a

departure from historic practice and would cause injury to them A meeting with the State

Engineer and all involved parties was held in June 1994 to allow the parties to express
L

their views on the issue The parties were also allowed to submit written information to

4 support their positions After review of all the material submitted a decision to support the

administrative practice currently in place was issued by the State Engineer On

December 28 1994 the Trinchera Irrigation Company the party claiming to be injured in

this matter filed a complaint against the State with respect to how the Seyfried water right

is administered A hearing on the complaint before the Water Court is expected to take
4il

place in early 1995

An interesting yearend water issue deals with Case No 94CW39 filed by the

US Forest Service on December 23 1994 This case is a filing by the Forest Service for

an appropriative instream flow right The stream involved in this case is East Middle

Gva

Creek which is tributary to Saguache Creek in District 26 The creek is located at the

headwaters of the drainage and lies entirely within the Rio Grande National Forest It

appears the Forest Service has filed this application as a test case to determine if anyone

besides the Colorado Water Conservation Board can obtain an instream flow water right

This case is sure to attract a lot of attention from around the State as it moves through
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Water Court

District 26 had an issue arise this year which took a considerable amount of time

and will continue into the future This issue dealt with the administration of the tributaries

to Saguache Creek and the installation and maintenance of headgates and measuring

flumes After receiving complaints from water users in the District several field inspections

were conducted by the Alamosa office staff along with the Water Commissioner and the

users The results of these inspections were very disturbing Many of the structures on

the mainstem were in disrepair and the majority of small ditches on the main tributaries

had no structures on them at all It appeared that other problems also existed with respect

to the operation and control of existing structures As a result of our finding several

meetings were held with the water users and a list of objectives was developed to address

their concerns for better water administration Foremost on the list was the installation and

maintenance of structures to give the Water Commissioner the ability to control diversions

from the streams The water users have pledged their support to help us in any way

possible to improve conditions on the system Our goal is to ensure that the system is

administered in priority in a fair and equitable manner

The Saguache Creek Water Users Association brought another issue to our

attention late in the year which could become one of the most volatile issues of the decade

in Division III The users on the lower end of Saguache Creek have long contended that

the wells in that area have a significant impact on Saguache Creek and their ability to

obtain their surface water rights In a meeting with the State Engineer the users inquired

about the administration of wells and the promulgation of rules and regulations for the use
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of ground water While no one enjoys the thought of rules and regulations this was not

an idle inquiry If this issue is seriously raised in the future the impact on our office

resources and on the groundwater users in the Valley would be significant At the direction
sv

of the State Engineer we will be taking a preliminary look at the Saguache Creek area and

collecting baseline data to be able to answer some basic questions regarding the feasibility

of regulating groundwater in that area
e

Another groundwater area that we have been struggling with this year deals with

decreed irrigation wells located on brush quarters which have had little or no historic use

People are now trying to bring many of these quarters into full production The position we

have taken and are actively pursuing is that these wells can be put into production only

if historic use can be shown by the owner Absent any proof that the wells were used for

G their decreed purposes we are considering that their use would be an expansion of the

historic draft on the aquifer and would result in injury to other vested water rights In

December a lawsuit was filed against our office over this issue A hearing on the case will

w be held before the Water Court in early 1995

An area which will undoubtedly get a great deal of attention in the coming year is

i
the storage of direct flow surface water rights At the present time two ditches on the Rio

Grande have such rights which allow them to reduce their headgate diversions and store

x water for use later in the irrigation season The Conejos Water Conservancy District has

a similar case pending in Water Court and several other ditches on the mainstem of the

Rio Grande plan on filing cases in Water Court for direct flow storage in 1995 These

cases will raise a great many questions that will have to be addressed by our office and
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the water users Do these types of decrees expand the water rights How is injury to

junior water rights prevented How are Compact deliveries affected How are historic

return flow patterns to the river maintained These and other questions will take a great

deal of time and resources to analyze We have already had preliminary discussions with

the parties who wish to file for these rights to try to alert them to the problem areas they

will need to address in their applications At the present time it appears that some water

users are against any further decrees of this type and plan on actively opposing any such

applications in Water Court

An issue that is going to take considerable time in 1995 centers on the listing of the

Rio Grande Silvery Minnow as an endangered species by the US Fish and Wildlife

Service While this specie is not present in Colorado it is clear that any recovery plan

which involves increased flows in the Rio Grande has the potential to affect Colorado under

the Rio Grande Compact To date a critical habitat has been proposed and the economic

analysis associated with that proposal is underway A recovery team is being formed to

draft the recovery plan and we are happy to report that representatives of the Rio Grande

Compact Commission and other stakeholders along the river will be actively involved in the

recovery plan effort This will be an ongoing effort throughout 1995 and into 1996 before

the recovery plan is finalized

4w A last issue which came up near the end of 1994 concerns a study by the Bureau

of Land Management BLM The BLM is starting to develop a management plan for the

Rio Grande Corridor The Rio Grande Corridor extends from just downstream at Las

Sauces Colorado to just upstream of Espanola New Mexico The BLM has been directed
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to study this area and develop a comprehensive management plan including an

Environmental Impact Statement which would evaluate alternatives The scoping process

for the study began near the end of 1994 with a series of public meetings in New Mexico

and Colorado to obtain input on issues which should be addressed in the study A major
W concern to Colorado would be the possibility of a recommendation for Wild and Scenic

designation for the lower stretch of the Rio Grande in Colorado Also any management

alternative which requires additional flows in the river or affects the timing of those flows

could have serious impacts on water right owners and on our Compact administration and

a
would have to be carefully analyzed

3 Involvement in the Water User Community

In 1994 we continued to try to expand our involvement in the water user

w community We regularly attended the monthly meetings of the Conejos Water

Conservancy District and the quarterly meetings of the Rio Grande Water Conservation

District We also attended as many of the San Luis Valley Water Conservancy District

L meetings as possible

In addition to these regular board meetings this past year we participated in several

meetings with the Saguache Creek Water Users Association dealing with their concerns

on the system We also tried to attend as many of the Rio Grande Water Users

Association meetings as we were invited to

We also kept involved by providing information to groups and the public through

structured presentations As an example Dennis Felmlee spoke to various area realtors

on two occasions this past year explaining the types of well permits being issued in the
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Division and answering questions on the permitting process In November Steve Vandiver

v w was a speaker at a symposium in Albuquerque New Mexico giving a Colorado

perspective on downstream water issues In December Bob Plaska participated as a

speaker at a meeting sponsored by the Conejos Water Conservancy District regarding

water issues on the Conejos River Earlier in the year Steve gave a presentation to various

personnel of the Rio Grande Forest to help them understand Colorado Water Law
i

In keeping with the goals of our long range plan we are encouraging our water

commissioners to attend water user meetings in their Districts We are also striving to have

one of our staff at every water conservancy and conservation district meeting if possible

4 Water Issues Not Addressed

Virtually all water issues that we were aware of which demanded attention

were addressed at least in part during the year Many of the items mentioned above in

i
IA2 have not been completed and will be ongoing issues which will be addressed over

a period of time We intend to address all of these issues but many are large and involved

and will take some time to complete

5 Workload ChangesAdministrationPersonnel Changes

The most significant personnel change which occurred in the Division III

office in 1994 was the transfer of Sue Edling in April from Division III to the Division II office

in Pueblo Jerri Baker was hired as a temporary at that time and was hired in October as

a permanent employee after going through the testing process
u

Other personnel action in 1994 included the hiring of Joe McCann as a permanent

parttime employee Joe is the Deputy Commissioner in District 21 which covers the
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Alamosa River and La Jara Creek drainages Joe had worked as a temporary employee
for the two years prior to his permanent employment Joe has done an excellent job of
performing his duties and we are very happy to welcome him to our Division as a
permanent part of our staff

This year also marked the end of Phase II of the Job Evaluation Project We would6

like to extend special thanks to Steve Baer from our Division and Allen Berryman from

Division I for their dedication and efforts in serving on the PDQ review panel for Water
ur Commissioners and to Jim Hall from Division I for serving on the Engineer Review Panel

The long hours they put in certainly helped to obtain what we believe to be a very
satisfactory decision on the final placement of our commissioners and engineers

One of the new administrative tasks which caused considerable frustration this year

was the use of time sheets for all staff and the switch to a biweekly payroll for our

permanent parttime commissioners It seems that with each passing month there were

new questions of how activities should be coded and hours worked computed Hopefully

we have gained enough experience to handle most of the common problems regarding
A timesheets and we anticipate next year will go more smoothly

Associated with the reclassification process and timesheets was the issue of

overtime pay for non exempt employees Prior to 1994 all of our employees were treated

as exempt salaried personnel except for temporaries Starting in April 1994 all of the

water commissioner and technician positions as well as our clerical staff switched to a

non exempt status The ramification of this change was that any hours worked in a week

beyond the normal 40hour limit had to be paid at a rate of 112 times salary or
29



W

compensatory time had to be given at a rate of 112 times the extra hours worked In the

spring of 1994 a supplemental appropriation to pay for overtime hours was approved but

at a level below full funding The allocation of funds made to Division III for the last six

months of fiscal year 1994 allowed us to fund overtime at a level of 55 percent of the

w requested hours This time period basically covered only May and June Our total

allocation for fiscal year 1995 also funded our overtime hours at 55 percent of the level

requested With the reclassification of our water commissioners and the subsequent pay

increases that many received on January 1 1995 we will have to reduce our allocation of

overtime for the remainder of FY95 by 238 hours to remain within budget A result of this

reduction will by necessity be reduced administration during the spring runoff season We

see this under funding as a continuing problem until sufficient funds can be obtained to pay

for the actual hours needed to do the job

A problem has been brewing for several years which we feel will finally have to be

addressed in the very near future is the operating budget for the Division For at least the

last five years the operating budget has been essentially the same Some additional funds

for water commissioner mileage was appropriated in fiscal year 1994 and we are very

grateful for those dollars However the ever increasing costs of maintaining our offices

and trying to provide the level of administration and public service we feel is required is

severely straining our available resources As office supplies phone costs postage and

demands for increased water administration have increased the budget to meet these

costs and services has stayed the same With the prevailing mood in the legislature to

reduce government spending it appears we will be forced to make some very difficult

30
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choices in the very near future about how our resources are allocated and what level of

service we will be able to provide

a Administration in District 20

The administration in District 20 on the mainstem of the Rio Grande

continues to consume the three Commissioners assigned to that area of the San Luis

Valley The administrative changes required by new decrees particularly in regard to

direct flow storage the administration of the Closed Basin Project water and Compact

administration all combine to make the administration of District 20 very complicated and

W very dynamic The Commissioners in District 20 have done an excellent job in trying to

learn a new approach to all of these issues and to be able to still accomplish good

administration in that District

ELI b Hydrographic Records

The contract with the Bureau of Reclamation on the Closed Basin

Project was renewed in the fall of 1994 as discussed above and we will continue to commit

staff to that contract The contract provides for some additional work and we will have to

mss plan accordingly to make sure that we meet the demands of the contract and still do our

other work The deadline requirements for publication of records continued to push our

hydrographic staff As more and more administrative responsibilities come up it is more

difficult to meet those deadlines but we still continue to meet them as required

C Workload Chanaes

With issues like QAQC timesheets and other programs that are

injected into our normal workload a constant revision of our priorities and workload is a
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necessity With our budget remaining constant and no new FTEs or man months the

ability to do all the work required is very difficult and it requires very efficient and effective

work by all involved These changes are going to have to be prioritized at some point in

the near future in order to eliminate some of the things that are being done in order to do

the others well

B Coming year 1995

1 Key objectives and goals

Key objectives and goals have been identified for the coming year Many of

those are the same as in past years and they are as follows

a Administer the Rio Grande Compact in a manner that ensures

Colorado obligations are met under the Compact and that the entitlements of the Colorado

users under the Compact are utilized fully This is always a challenge in that the delivery

obligation is on a calendar year basis and the ability to predict what is going to happen with

the river and the conditions downstream is quite difficult

b Improve the quality of our hydrographic and diversion records each

year by identifying areas that need improvement and work in those areas to ensure that

we are always improving our records and the ability of the public to continue to depend
Ew

upon them
r

C The efforts to coordinate with the water user groups and other

agencies in many key areas will be undertaken at every opportunity Issues such as
tww

endangered species instream flows special use permits Compact administration and new

decrees being granted by the Water Court requires that we work hand in hand with almost

32
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every other affected agency and group to be able to accomplish what is required of us

d Operate the Division III office in a manner that allows us to stay within

e our budgetr

e We continue to train our staff so that they are able to do their job

effectively and in a timely manner to be able to absorb the additional work load and still

maintain a personal life

f Employee training will be sought at every opportunity to ensure that

our employees are trained to do their jobs and to allow them to experience other duties in

y which they may be interested in order to be better and more wellinformed employees

g Implementation of the Long Range Plan will take a great deal of

planning and prioritization The tasks that are required of the Division offices for 1995 will

take time and a great deal of thought Fitting those duties into our normal workload will be

difficult We intend to start that process at our spring meeting to ensure that they can be

completed as the timelines require

h Successfully negotiate administrative plans for the Culebra Creek and

i

4A
Trinchera Creek basins

C Major Activities Affecting Water Administration

Our biggest concern is the impact of a limited budget and limited staff to accomplish

the workload that is required It is our opinion that some things are going to have to be let

go in order to accomplish the higher priority items in our duties and we believe that water

a
administration is one of the most important Other things will have to fall behind that The
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issues of the Fair Labor Standards Act the budgeting for that and the amount of time that

is allocated to the Division III office are of great concern in that we do not believe we are

t staffed at the level or have the time that is required for people to do their jobs well in

Division III This issue is very difficult on morale and faces us with a very difficult decision

W of how to do our job with the limited resources that we have

The Endangered Species Act issues and the impact of the listings in 1994 and how

we deal with those in the recovery plan in the future is going to take a great deal of time

education and understanding by the Division III staff as well as the State Engineer We

need to be extremely careful in how the recovery plan is accomplished and implemented

This issue could well reach into Colorado and effect our water users and our

administration

The need for good structures on our diversions in the Division is of great

importance We continually strive to ensure that good structures are to be had both

headgates and measuring devices and it is critical that we keep up with these issues

Because of some of the problems encountered in 1994 we will attempt to do a review of

I the structures in each of the Districts and ensure that they enable us to obtain good record

Administrative issues and how water rights are administered will be reviewed

throughout the year to ensure that timely and correct administration is being done in the

Division

Lj

ri
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II WATER ADMINISTRATION DATA SUMMARIES

E RIVER CALLS

District Most Senior Priority Most Junior Priority Calling Right in
aa Curtailed Served Spring

20 166 190361A 216A
Rio Grande Independent Ditch Rio Grande Canal Rio Grande Canal

21 7 195718 87
La Jara McCuniff Ditch L E Shawcroft Sons Coddington Ditch

Ditch

21 1 100 1

Alamosa El Viejo Ditch Head Overflow No 5 El Viejo Ditch

22 1 12311974 13

Conejos Guadalupe Main Platoro Reservoir San Rafael Ditch

22 7 All Rights 24

San Antonio Los Pinos Ditch Rincones

24 33 1951 4 2

Culebra Albert and Vigil Ditch Lobato Ditch No 1 San Pedro Ditch

26 8 48 14

jkw Saguache Russel Ditch No 4 Piquet Ditch Hearn Ditch

27 4 12311988 12311987
LaGarita Home Ditch 1 Juan Trujillo Ditch Biedell Ditch No 10

LJ

27 3 69 21

Carnero Holland Ditch Marcelino Martinez Waste Green Ditch No 1

Ditch

35 812 56

Upper Trinchera Trinchera Canal Hoffman Ditch

35 32 44

LowerTrinchera Seyfried Stribling Beckwith Ditch

35 3 70 70

Sangre de Cristo Sangre de Cristo Ditch Indian Creek Ditch Indian Creek Ditch

35 15 93

Ute South Bluff Ditch Fred Edder Ditch

Because of the idiosyncrasies of the administration scheme in District 25 no such information could be
obtained which made sense
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IL WATER ADMINISTRATION DATA SUMMARIES
F Compact Administration

1994 RIO GRANDE COMPACT REPORT

Preliminary Figures

1 Adjusted Rio Grande Index 539300 af
Adjusted Rio Grande Delivery 131990 af
Required Rio Grande Delivery 135360 af

LIJ Less5000 af per agreement

2 Adjusted Combined Conejos Index 350200 af
Adjusted Conejos Delivery 154600 af

Required Conejos Delivery 142200 af

Less 5000 af per agreement

3 Total Delivery at Lobatos 286590 af
i Total Required Delivery at Lobatos 277560 af

Less 10000 of See Compact
Margin NA

As a result of the spill at Elephant Butte Reservoir July 2 1994 no
Compact obligation is required for 1994

w 4 Rio Grande Curtailment

Delivery Target of Index Estimated Curtailment of Ditches of Index

January 1 March 13 100 January 1 March 13 100

March 14 December 31 0 March 14 December 31 0

5 Conejos Curtailment

Delivery Target of Estimated Curtailment of Ditches of Index

Index

u January 1 March 31 100 January 1 March 31 100

April 1 April 14 99 April 1 April 14 stockwater 99

April 15 May 6 25 April 15 April 28 0

May 7 May 20 21 April 29 May 6 10

May 21 June 26 15 May 7 May 12 Flood
June 27 December 31 0 Evacuation 0

May 13 December 31 0

Includes2480 af of the creditable Closed Basin Project production
Includes 15770 af of the creditable Closed Basin Project production
Includes all the creditable Closed Basin Project production 18250 af

G
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Ill OFFICE ADMINISTRATION AND WORKLOAD MEASURES
A PERSONNEL

1994

DIVISION III

Office Staff

Steven E Vandiver Division Engineer

Professional Engineer IV

Robert M Plaska Assistant Division Engineer

Professional Engineer Ill

Jerri L Baker Administrative Assistant Ill

Patrick J McDermott EngineerinTraining 11

Craig Cotten EngineerinTraining 11

G Scott Veneman EngrPhysical Science Tech 11

Dennis Felmlee EngrPhysical Science Tech 11

Stanley Ditmars EngrPhysical Science Tech I

Water Commissioners and Deputies

Steve Baer EngrPhysical Science Tech III District 20

Ben Cannon EngrPhysical Science Tech 11 District 20

Perry Alspaugh EngrPhysical Science Tech 11 Districts 2027

Jim Sellers EngrPhysical Science Tech 11 District 21

Joe McCann EngrPhysical Science Assistant 11 District 21

wu Paul Clark EngrPhysical Science Tech Ill District 22

Jim Horton EngrPhysical Science Tech 11 District 22

Charlie Quintana EngrPhysical Science Tech 11 District 24

r Art Rivale EngrPhysical Science Tech 1 District 25

Timothy Lovato EngrIPhysical Science Tech 1 District 26

Wayne Williams EngrPhysical Science Tech 11 District 35

L

LJ
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Ill OFFICE ADMINISTRATION AND WORKLOAD MEASURES

B ACTIVITY SUMMARY

WATER DIVISION Ill

1994 CALENDAR YEAR

ACTIVITY SUMMARY

ACTIVITY TOTALS

tJ

Professional and Technical Staff 700

Clerical Staff 100

Water Commissioner FTE FullPartTime 455

Decreed Surface Rights 2362

Surface Rights Administered water diverted this year 891

Number of Decreed Wells 7212

Plans for Augmentation 2

Consultations with Referee 48

Water Court Appearances 26

Meetings with Water Users 294

Meetings to Resolve Water Related Disputes 104

Contacts to Give Public Assistance on Water Matters 301871
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Ill OFFICE ADMINISTRATION AND WORKLOAD MEASURES

C ACTIVITY SUMMARY

WATER DIVISION Ill

199394 FISCAL YEAR

ACTIVITY SUMMARY

ACTIVITY TOTALS

Professional and Technical Staff 700

Clerical Staff 100

Water Commissioner FTE Assigned FullParttime 4550

Decreed Surface Rights

Surface Rights Administered

Wells

Plans for Augmentation I

Consultations with Referee 87

Water Court Appearances 44

Meetings with Water Users 241

Meetings to Resolve Water Related Disputes 153

Contacts to give Public Assistance on Water Matters 29193

See Calendar Year Activity Summary
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WATER COURT WATER DIVISION 3
702 Fourth Street

Alamosa CO 81101ail

January 12 1995

Mr Steven Vandiver

Division Engineer
422 4th St

P O Box 269

Alamosa CO 81101

Dear Steve

Enclosed please find information concerning the end of the calendar
year

Number of applications received from January 1 1994 through
December 31 1994 94CW1 through 94CW62

J Types of claims received from January 1 1994 through December 31
1994

56 Wells

3 springs
4 recharge structures
47 ditches

6 canals

1 pump diversion
4 reservoirs

1 pipeline
1 instream flow

18 creeks

1 salvage project
2 ditches w9 priorities 9 count
1 ditch w2 pts of diversion 2 count
1 ditch w4 diversions 4 count
1 ditch w2 enlargements 3 count
160 TOTAL

Number of cases terminated from January 1 1994 through December
31 1994 34

Structures terminated from January 1 1994 through December 31
1994

42 wells
4 springs
1 basin
5 ditches
1 drain
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1 reservoir

4 recharge structures
1 Closed Basin project
3 structures

1 diversion

2 ditches w9 priorities 9 count
1 ditch w2 priorities 2 count
1 ditch w priorities 0 count
77 TOTAL

The number of cases pending as of December 31 1994 is 81

I am enclosing the following additional information

1 Report on cases by docket number applicant type of
1 case number of claims and type of claims

2 Report on cases showing type of cases case number and
t applicants
w

3 Report for yearly statistics 1994

4 Report for all cases statistics through 1994

5 Revised Report 3 year average for all water courts
r

6 Revised Report 4 year average for all water courts

7 Revised Report 5 year average for all water courts

8 Revised Report Statistics for all Water Courts from FY
196970 through FY 199394

If you have any questions concerning the tabulations and

enclosures please give me a call

Sincerely

Carol S Redding
Clerk of the Water Court

s Water Division 3

csr

Enclosures

t
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xc file

Judge Robert W Ogburn
Referee George W Woodard
Referee Bill Martinez

Judge John Kuenhold
Ben Duarte

Dennis Felmlee
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Case No Applicant Type of Case Number of Claims Type of Claims

94CW0001 Ellithorpe Eric L WCHNG 1 well 1

94CW0002 Hathorn Shirley WDILF 1 spring 1

v 94CW0003 Rocky Mountain Bison Inc WDILF 7 well 3 recharge structures 4
94CW0004 Terrace Irrigation Co WCHNG 3 ditch 1 canal 2

94CW0005 L Cross Ranch WCHNG 9 ditch 2 w9 pri 9

94CW0006 Flying W Ranch WCHNG 2 ditch w2 pts div 2

C 94CW0007 Lower La Garila Ranch and L Cross Ranch WSURF i ditch 1L

94CW0008 L Cross Ranch WSURF 4 ditch 4

94CW0009 Davie Rick and Ross WCHNG 2 well 2

94CW0010 Smith Jerry W WAUGM 29 ditch 28 well 1

94CW0011 Dietrich Lawrence E Wanda A WSURF 1 diversion 1

94CW0012 Farm Credit Services WCHNG 2 well 2

94CW0013 Rio Grande Water Users Assn WDILF 6 canal 4 ditch 2

94CW0014 Evans Donald J Janet L WSURF 1 ditch 1

94CW0015 George Woodard Ranch Partnership WCHNG 1 well 1

I 94CW0016 George Woodard Ranch Partnership WCHNG 2 well 2

94CW0017 Caroline Hunt Trust Estate WCHNG 8 well 8

94CW0018 Wakasugi Rodger Jane S WCHNG 2 well 2

94CW0019 Starr Thomas Virginia M WCHNG 2 well 2

94CW0020 Grant Bettie Kathryn WCHNG 2 well 2

94CW0021 Freel Eugene W Beverly J Shellabarger Martin R WCHNG 4 well 4
Patricia A

94CW0022 V Heart Ranch WCHNG 2 ditch 2

94CW0023 Shillings Clarence E Allene M WUNDR 3 well 3

94CW0024 Sloan Blaine WUNDR 1 well 1

94CW0025 Holden Farms WCHNG 2 well 2

94CW0026 united States of America WUNDR 1 spring 1

94CW0027 Brown Mark WCHNG 2 well 2

94CW0028 Eastdale Mutual Ditch Reservoir Co WDILF 1 ditch 1

94CW0029 Kemen Robert C WDILF 1 reservoir 1

i 94CW0030 Jasper Association WDILF 1 spring 1

Lj 94CW0031 City of Creede CO WAUGM 5 well 2 pipeline 2 ditch 1

94CW0032 Smith Peter R WCHNG 4 ditch w4 pts of div 4

94CW0033 Ellithorpe Eric L WUNDR 3 well 3

r

94CW0034 Ellithorpe Eric L WCHNG 4 well 4
r

94CW0035 Kirkpatrick George W Dorothy V WINJC 2 well 2



94CW0037 Cooley Bill WUNDR 3 well 3

94CW0038 Cooley Bill WUNDR 3 well 3

94CW0039 United States of America WSURF 1 Instream Flow 1

94CW0040 Colorado Water Conservation Board WOTHR 1 creek 1
ev

94CW0041 Colorado Water Conservation Board WOTHR 1 creek 1

94GW0042 Colorado Water Conservation Board WOTHR 1 creek 1

1 94CW0043 Colorado Water Conservation Board WOTHR 1 creek 1

94CW0044 Colorado Water Conservation Board WOTHR 1 creek 1

94CW0045 Colorado Water Conservation Board WOTHR 1 creek 1

94CW0046 Colorado Water Conservation Board WOTHR 1 creek 1
1

F 94CW0047 Colorado Water Conservation Board WOTHR 1 creek 1

94CW0048 Colorado Water Conservation Board WOTHR 1 creek 1

j 94CW0049 Colorado Water Conservation Board WOTHR 1 creek 1

94CW0050 Colorado Water Conservation Board WOTHR 1 creek 1

94CW0051 Colorado Water Conservation Board WOTHR 1 creek 1

94CW0052 Colorado Water Conservation Board WOTHR 1 creek 1

94CW0053 Colorado Water Conservation Board WOTHR 1 creek 1

L 94CW0054 Colorado Water Conservation Board WOTHR 1 creek 1

94CW0055 Colorado Water Conservation Board WOTHR 1 creek 1

94CW0056 Colorado Water Conservation Board WOTHR 1 creek 1

94CW0057 Colorado Water Conservation Board WOTHR 1 creek 1

94CW0058 Hill Land and Cattle Co WCHNG 2 ditch 2

94CW0059 Rio Grande Water Conservation District WDILF 1 salvage project 1

94CW0060 The Trinchera Irr Co WINJC 1 ditch 1
LI

94GW0061 Smith Peter T WSURF 2 creek ditch 2

94CW0062 San Luis Valley Water Conservancy District WAUGM 6 ditch 1 enlarge 2 reservoir 3

160 Total Claims Filed

rr

tom

i
4er

C



1l

Prepared by Jerd Baker January 11 1995 Report 2

199 FILINGS FOR WATER DIVISION 3 BREAKDOWN BY CASE TYPES
I

Type of Case Case No Applicant

WAUGM 94CW0010 Smith Jerry W

94CW0031 City of Creede CO

94CW0052 San Luis Valley Water Conservancy District
w

3 TOTAL

WCHNG 94CW0001 Ellithorpe Eric L

94CW0004 Terrace Irrigation Co
f

94CW0005 L Cross Ranch

94CW0006 Flying W Ranch

94CW0009 Davie Rick and Ross

94CW0012 Farm Credit Services

94CW0015 George Woodard Ranch Partnership

94GW0016 George Woodard Ranch Partnership

94CW0017 Caroline Hunt Trust Estate

w 94CW0018 Wakasugi Rodger Jane S

94CW0019 Starr Thomas Virginia M

94CW0020 Grant Bettie Kathryn

94CW0021 Freel Eugene W Beverly J Shellabarger Martin R Patricia A

94CW0022 V Heart Ranch
i

94CW0025 Holden Farms

94CW0027 Brown Mark

94CW0032 Smith Peter R

94CW0034 Ellithorpe Eric L

94OW0058 Hill Land and Cattle Co

19 TOTAL

WDILF 94CW0002 Hathom Shirley

94CW0003 Rocky Mountain Bison Inc

94CW0013 Rio Grande Water Users Assn

94CW0028 Easidale Mutual Ditch Reservoir Co

94CW0029 Kernen Robert C

94CW0030 Jasper Association

94CW0059 Rio Grande Water Conservation District

7 TOTAL

WINJG 94CW0035 Kirkpatrick George W Dorothy V

94CW0060 The Trinchera Irr Co

c1 2 TOTAL



Type of Case Case No Applicant

jl WOTHR 94CW0040 Colorado Water Conservation Board
w

94CW0041 Colorado Water Conservation Board

94CW0042 Colorado Water Conservation Board
L0

94CW0043 Colorado Water Conservation Board

94CW0044 Colorado Water Conservation Board

94CW0045 Colorado Water Conservation Board

la 94CW0046 Colorado Water Conservation Board

iL 94CW0047 Colorado Water Conservation Board

94CW0048 Colorado Water Conservation Board

94CW0049 Colorado Water Conservation Board

94CW0050 Colorado Water Conservation Board

94CW0051 Colorado Water Conservation Board

94CW0052 Colorado Water Conservation Board

t 94CW0053 Colorado Water Conservation Board

94CW0054 Colorado Water Conservation Board

94CW0055 Colorado Water Conservation Board
4

94CW0056 Colorado Water Conservation Board

94CW0057 Colorado Water Conservation Board

L 18 TOTAL

WSURF 94CW0007 Lower La Garita Ranch and L Cross Ranch

tf4

94CW0008 L Cross Ranch

94CW0011 Dietrich Lawrence E Wanda A

94CW0014 Evans Donald J Janet L

94CW0039 United States ofAmerica

94CW0061 Smith Peter T

6 TOTAL

WUNDR 94CW0023 Shillings Clarence E Allene M

i 94CW0024 Sloan Blaine

w 94CW0026 united States of America

94CW0033 Ellithorpe Eric L

4
94CW0036 Mason James A Harriett L

94CW0037 Cooley Bill

94CW0038 Cooley Bill

7 TOTAL
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