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COLORADO DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES

DIVISION 3 ANNUAL REPORT 197

I INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT

Water yea r 197 was not one of our better years

for administ ration in Division 3 Problems encountered

wi11 be mentioned only in summary in this introduction

then covered in some detail in the appropriate sectiort

Each year we here in the San Luis Valley a

long with the concerned people in Denver are faced with

a trying problem i e a caiendar year assessment of factors

relating to the Rio Grande Compact Prior to the start

of the irrigation season we must forecast the total yield

Colorado s o6ligation and the curtailment percentages to

assure meeting this o6ligation fn i978 MotF er Nature re

fused tc cooperate and threw us every curve in the bo k

Our underground water picture cantinued to loak

dark Underground water users continued to repori ower

ing pumping levefs det lining y ields and in some cases

wells going completely dry We have recelved significant

amounts of precipitation since the first of November and

we wili have to wait until nexf spring fio determine their

effect on recharging our underground aquifers We are

hopeful that this moisture plus a good runoff next spring

will mitigate this serious condition

The injunc ive process in water administrati on

as statutorily provided for in the Water Rights Determina

tion and Administration Act of 1969 has now been tried for

almost 10 years During this period we have seen a con

tinually increasing ero5ian of our administrative control

and a cor responding increase in litigation

It is becoming more apparent that each order

issued by the State Engineer or the Division Engineer wi1

ikely go to the Supreme Gourt before the issues are settled



In may cases we with adminstrative responsibility are

powerless in the interri m to prevent continuing material

injury to vested water rights

Our inability to controi the use of underground

water continues to be the root cause of many of our sur

face water problems Our patient explanation as to why

we cannot shut down every well in the Valley is listened

to but not understood We also continue to stress that

the solution ta this problem lies in others joining us

in applying pressure to ti e iegai and udicial branches

in an effort to expedite the necessary litigation to

termination
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I1 PfRSONNEL November 1 1977 October 31 1978

Name Position 1 District No Worked 2 Mileage 3

McFadden D H Supr WRE Div FTE 18Q0 r

Waddington L A Sr WRE Div FTE 500

Tiptc n C Admin Clrk

Typist B Uiv FTE 0

Alspaugh L R Wtr Comm G 20 FTE 499

Nash M E Wtr Co rrm A 20 FTE 1 37
r

Kerr en R W r Comrn A 2Q 4 rrv 5 6 4 i93
L 178

Smith T Wtr Comm A ZO 4 r o 6
Beglrt TS 62g

Gonzales L B Wtr Comm B 21 0 mo 11 41

Morch K S Wtr Comm A Zt 11 mo 9 9 5

Parker E Wtr Cesmm C FTE 175

Sc rensen D M Wtr Camm a 22 FTE 16 2U7

Simons L Wtr Comm G 2 FTE 19 79g

Hamilton J Wt r Comm A 22 2 mo 2j 2 811

U Car sr G Wtr Comm B 2 4 7 mo 8 7 795

Larnm N Wtr Comm B 25 12 mo 6 13 5 3

Lovato T Wtr Comm B 26 l mo 12 773

lspaugh P Wtr Comm F 27 10 mo 6 j 3 95

Escheman C Wtr Comm B 35 11 mo 8 6 114

Vandiver S Sr WRE Div FTE 0

8eeg l es K WRE B D i v FTE 4

Haubence iser D WRE A D iv FT 0

Cotto n T Engr Ai de A Div 3 mo 3
T Working force as of November 1 1 977
2f Work i ng mQnth s N vemb er i 1 g77 tio Octobec 31 1 978 Months reported

fQr Wa ter C ommi ia ne rs inclu d e annu l leave taken and work in affice
vra the dat a ba nk Nu nbers i n p arent hese5 shaw fur d ed mc nths
Asteriisk i nd i ates camp l e e use o State vefi i c1 e M i l eage shown
fcsr pr i vate ve h i Gl es M i l eage and as ter i sl sh w i i eagE i n p r i vate
vehi cl e and a l so tfiat the y u sed S tate r e ti i cle part time

S



u

7odd Cotton was again app inted to this 3 month position as

Engine r Aide A

ChriS Flores was hired through the YACC Young Adult Con

servation Corp federally funded program for unemployed people

18 6

Robert Kernen terminated his employment and Travis Smith

joined us as a Wat r Gammis io er A in istrict 20

t

6



j 1 L A SNOW PACK

The snow pack water content measurements through

the 1978 spring months indicated an expected annual

yield of approximately 8 of the 15 year average as of

May 1 1978

COMPARISON OF ANNUAL YIELD FORECASTS FOR l97
Thousand of Acre Feet

Est
index tation May June 1 July 1 Nov 21

Combined Conejos

Index 263 23l 27l 246

Rio Grande @ Del
Norte 457 3 7 440 400

7



PRECIPITATION SUMMER

The period reported is the summer growing season

from May 1 through September 30 P ormal precipitation 1931

1960 averages for the period at National Qceanic and At

mospheri s Administration reporting stations is 6 2 inches

7he average annual precipitation is approximately

7 on the Valley flonr

PR CIPlTATION AN DEVIATlON FROM NflFiMAL FROM NOAA REPQRTS
In es qf precipitation

t

May 1 Ju a July August Sept

Statinn 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 2 2

Alamosa 1 59 0 97 i 23 0 1 1 Q 0 i3 27 0 d 19 0 52

lanca 1 79 0 92 0 68 0 03 1 64 0 23 46 1 2fl O i 0 i2

Center 1 19 0 8 I l 0 57 lo o l0 0 23 1 03 0 3 1 39

Del No rte 2 z0 1 44 0 85 0 1 1 1 1 7 0 31 Q 57 7 12 O b i ti 22

Great Sands

Dunes 0 85 1 18 56 D bS 0 04 e

F ermFt 2 40 1 28 0 60 0 28 2 15 0 02 1 35 0 84 D 25 t ii

Manassa 2 18 1 54 0 90 0 26 0 73 0 43 0 2 1 Q3 0 76 0 5

Mo te Vista 1 75 1 20 1 38 D 82 1 1 6 D 02 Q Q8 1 2 0 3 5 0 D

Saguache 1 0 6 0 3i 0 83 0 1 2 1 86 0 33 9 0 55 dti 3 0 1

Wolf Creek 6 1 00 t3 21 3 22

Average 1 79 0 89 0 87 D 10 1 20 0 48 Q 60 1 22 D 67 0 4 4

1 Column 1 Preeipitatio n
Coi u n 2 Dev i a t P n f rom n o rr a 1

Uata from tMe table indicate about t 82 f nQrr 1 pre

cipi ation or the period A major snowstorr cc urred n the f irst

week of May ove r h er ire San Luis Valley Over one foot of snow

containing 1 27 m is ture fe lfi i n Alamo s a wl ile at Platoro almo st

four feet of snow e11 Th is got our spr r off to a very good

start as well as great ly increasing our snow pack

C Floods

We are aware of no significan t floodir g or flood

damage in the San Luis Val y this yesr

8



D GENERAL

WATER BUDGET DIVISION 3
Water Year 1978

WATER YIELD

Water Source Yield

1 Inflow from gaged and estimates 583 060
on ngaged streams 1

2 lfal ley floor precipitation Rcat
accourated for in previous item 1 330 Q00

Total 1 913 460

Diversions and Depletions

Item Diversion 1000AF Depletions 1000 AF

Directflow diversions 496 5 248 2
We 1 1 s 1 400 9 0 0
Non beneficia E T t 8QO Q
Municipel 4 0
State line delivery 61
Underflow leaving division 50 0

Total 2 143 4

S umma ry

Item AF

Total water yield 1 913 060
Total water depletion 2 158 400

Change in underground storage Total 245 340 minus

1 Estimated at entrance to Val ey oor

2 Estimated for towns in tf e Valley on the basis of rith

drawals from Alamosa hlunicipal wells

9
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E UNDERGROUND WATER

From an administrative viewpoint the under

ground water problem is essentially unchanged from

last year as outlined on our 1977 annual report

All indications point to a continuing de

p etian of our underground water supply The prolif

eration of center pivat sprinklers in the Valiey con

tinues with i235 sprinklers now in operation Without

a significant increase in groundwater recharge many

of these sprinklers especially along the west side

will not have sufficient water to operate The eco

nomic impact of this situation would be disastrous

The Rio Grande Water Conservation District

has sponsored an ad hoc committee to enlist the aid

of the states colleges and university tn supplying

expertise in various phases of groundwater investi

gations Representations from Colorado State Uni

versity and from the Colorado School of Mines are

quite active on the board along with representatives

from the USGS DWR and water user entities

The immediate concern of this committee

is to investigate areas and methods for optimum re

charge and to make contacts for the necessary funding

As the DWR representative and the division engineer

I have urged that the state engineer be kept ad rised

of the program in order to obviate any legal problem

when the time comes to actually divert water for re

charge

Several of us on the committee have felt

that much investigative work in geology and hydrology

is needed in the Va ley We are hopeful that some of

the more sophisticated techniques being used at CSU

and the Mines can be used here to begin an i depth

1 0



study of the area Knowledge of aquifer characteristics

boundaries separations and hydraulic relationships

assist in the effective and equitable administration

of water

he investigatians by San Marco Pipeline

Company in the Mesita area of Costilla County is re

ported to be nea iy ready to go to final report An

xhaustive pump test is sched ied to be started be

fore the end of 1978 end the operatars feel that

this test will finally determine if sufficient water

is available

We expect to learn much more valuable in

formation about the complex hydrogeology of this area

The San Luis Valley Closed Basin Project

was one of the fortunate survivors of the President s

infamous hit list with the appropriation of 100 000

for Advanced Land Acquistion which constitutes

start of construction the future of the project

appears to be assured

It is comtemplated that the Definite P1an

Report and the Environmental Impact Statement will be

completed before the end of fiscal 1979 and land ac

quistion could then begin by the end of fiscal 1979

To date 55 exploration wells have been com

pleted in the praject 25 of these wells were com

pleted as observation wells and are continually moni

J

tored for pre project conditions and design planning

Contracts are now being let for the drilling of ad

ditional wells to be used for pump tests and water

level monitoring

11
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F TRANS MOUNTAIN DIVERSIONS November 1 1977 October 31 197

District
Ditch Saurce From To Acre Feet

Don La Font No 1 1 Piedra R 78 20 62

Don La Font No 2 2 Piedra R 7 20 31

Pine River Weminuche 3 Pine R 31 20 67
Pass

Tabor Diversion 4 Spring Cr 62 24 792

Treasure Pass

Diversion San Juan R 29 20 306

W minuche Pass 6 Pine R 3I 20 1396

Williams Squaw Pass 7 Williams Cr 29 20 p

Tarbell 8 Coehetopa Cr 28 26 5p3

Medano and Hudson 9 Medano Cr 35 16 500 10
Ditches

Recipient

1 Colorado Division of Wildlife
2 Colorado Division of Wildlife
3 Paul Weaver L B McClung Bi11 Buttman
r Colorado Division of Wildlife
5 alk Brothers

Leon Raber

7 Seaborn Gollins

Mel Coleman George Ward Jerry Denton
9 Cuerno Verde Ranch Gardner Colorado

10 Water exported to Division 2 District 16

12
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G RESERV0IR STORAGE

Capacity Water District
Name in A F Number

Alberta Park 598 20

Beaver Pas k 4 434 20

Big Meadows 2 437 20
A Big Ruby 94 20

Bristol Head No 1 121 20

Bristol Head No 2 04 20

Continental 22 679 20

Cove Lake 6 380 22

Downing 30 20

Eastdale No 1 3 519 24

Eastdale No Z 3 041 24

Fuchs z38 20

Goose Lake 232 20

Grace 20

Hay Press Park 2Q0 20

Hermit No 385 20

Hermit No 2 407 20

Hermit No 3 192 20

Hot Springs 3 20

Humphreys 842 20

Hunters Lake 39 20

Jumper Creek 38 20

La Jara 14 056 21

Loch Haven 24 2p

Lost Lake Cower 966 20

Lost Lake Upper 68 20

Love Lake 24 20

Meadow Lake McCrone l74 20

Meadow Lake Wright 115 20

Metroz Lower Basin 396 20

Metroz Upper Basin 84 20

Mi11 Creek 43 20

Mountain Home 18 595 35
Platoro 60 000 22

Poage 261 20

Regan s Lake 8 3 20

Rio Grande 5 113 20

Rito Hondo 61 20

Road Canyon No 1 1 367 20

Raad Canyon No 2 84 2d

Saguache 294 26

Salazar No 1 234 24

Salazar No 2 3S 24

Sanchez 103 155 24

Santa Maria 45 070 2U

Shaw Lake 681 20

S Lazy U Dude Ranch 106 20

S Lazy U Dude Ranch No 2 42 20

Smith 5 651 35
Sowards No 1 A 8 20

Sowards 35 20

Sowards No 3 19 2U

Sowards No 4 45 20

Spring Creek 97 20

Spruce Lake No 1 98 20

Spruce Lake No 2 105 20

Squaw Lake 162 20

Stabiliaation Head 260 24

Streams Lake 4i 20

Terrace 17 233 21
Trout Lake 198 20

13



Name

Troutvale No 1

Troutva e No 2

Trujillo Meadows

Wee Ruby
Wi11ow Creek

14

Capacity Water District
in A F Number

201 20

257 20

913 22

186 20

24
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IV AGRICULTURAL SUMMARY FOR THE SAN LUIS VALLEY 197
5

Crop yields were average or near average due

to several desiccating wind storms in May and June

which caused abnormally high evapotranspiration The

1g78 growing season was shorter than normal with 82

frost free days Freeze damage to either small grains

or potatoes was minimal

Surface and sub surfaee soil moisture was

below normal later n the eason resulting in both poor

range Gonditions and low native hay yields

Crop quality especially of potatoes was ex

cellent Favorable weatf er conditions allowed for a

quick and easy harvest and contributed to the good

quality

Cro Acres Yield

Barley malt 85 000 63 bu

Bar1eY feed 12 500 6g bu

Wheat spring 10 500 75 bu

Alfalfa hay i10 000 l T

Grass hay 100 000 0 6 T

oats 8 300 51 1 bu

Lettuee 5 5 0 25 ctn

Potatoes 35 5 260 cwt

Spinach 900 00 bu

Cabbage 200 2 cwt

Carrots 100 230 ewt

The above report was submitted by Jack Skwara

San Luis Va ley Area Extension Agronomist

15



V COMPACTS AND COURT STIPULATIONS

A Co stille Creek Compact

The Engineers Advisor meeting was held in

Santa Fe New Mexico on May t 19 8 Computations

were reviewed with the New Mexico State Engineer s

staff Some computations were revised and revisions

are to be ineTuded in the final report to the commis

sion

The Costilla Creek Compact Commission

meeting was Meld in Santa Fe New Mexico on May 28

1978 The meeting went comparatively smooth since

there had been an equitable distribution of waters be

tween the states water users

The available storage in Eostilla Reservoir

was somewhat below the estimated yield A pre season

release of 114 A F was made to Colorado prior to the

end of the storage season May 15 A total of 966

acre feet was delivered to Eastdale Reservoir 1 prior

to May 15 and 35 acre feet during the remainder of

the year Icing prob ems in the Eastdale Costilla

Canal prevented the required amount of 1000 acre feet

being delivered ta Eastdale prior to May 15th

Mr Othelle Reed speaking on behalf of the

Eastdale Reservoir peaple again raised the question of

whether or not the commissioners from the two states

were correctly interpreting and administering Article

IV of the Amended Costilla Creek Campact Mr Reed as

sured us that he intends to go to the court with this

matter against both commissioners To date we are

not aware of any action having been taken on this maf

ter

The new diversion works at the Cerr4 heading

16



were completed during the year and should provide the

means for the watermaster to better allocate Cerro

water as well as the decrees on Costilla below the

t

heading

1



COh1PACTS

B Rio Grande Compact

The past several years 1967 1977 were thought

to be fairly successful from a compact administration

viewpoint Adjustments in annual yield forecasts were

within nominal limits during the year This allowed us

to impose curtailment if necessary in a rational manner

without ruffling too many feathers Year 19 Proved to

be a horse of dif er nt eolor

Oyr early season predictions based qn a high

water content snowpack limited to the higher ele rations

was for a well belaw normal runoff In past years with

these conditions i e high snows and dry soil conditions

much of the high moisture never reached the upper index

stations

In early May 197 however we were blessed

with a widespread snow with a high moisture content The

beneficial effect of this moisture and the ate June rains

far exceeded any expectations with the result that we

had badly underestimated the index yield end our compact

obligation When curtailment for compact requirements

comes after the runoff periad a higher percentage is re

quired and senior decrees are shut off while with a

lower percentage during high flows more junior rights were

allowed to run earlier This situation leads to discontent

We are thankful that most of the seniors undersiood our

situation and in fact agreed that they were as fooled by

Mother Nature as we had been

Our compact eurtailment has for the last few

years been based on delivery amounts at Los Sauses and at

Lobatos less Los Sauses We set the rivers to assure

that the curtailment percentage arrives at the delivery

points which accounts for river gain which is normal

for the Rio Grande or loss as is now normal with the

Gone j os

18



This methodology requires quite a bit of jug

gling on a day by day basis as the gain loss factor is

not static We have been using our gaging stations on the

main stem Grancie to monitor our return flow picture

and visual observations by our commissioners on the

Conejos to try to assess our osses on the Conejos

The following is the c rtailment schedule

for 1978

Ri Grande Conejos

Started March 4 1978 Del March 15 1978
Diversions ret lows to Compact No Curtailment

Curtailment Apri1 l 5 Apri1 20

May 17 l0 priority May 15 25
storage July 1 35

June i6 5 curtailment July 8 55q
S storage July 27 100

July 8 20 curtail to

compact

return flow

Nov 1 Diversions flows

ceased

During the irrigation season approximately 16 600

acre feet were stored in the Rio Grande Continental and

Santa Maria Reservoirs 8300 AF in Rio Grande and 8300 AF

in Continental Santa Maria

From the end of June until the forepart of October

we were extremely dry and our compact delivery status wes

precarious It was agreed to release a portion of the eom

pact water stored to assure our compliance with the Compact

and Stipulation This release began an October 12th and

stopped on October 27 and totalled 10 3 0 AF

Early November rains covered the Valley and the

surrounding mountains This caused us two separate problems

The first problem was that we were unable to accurately de

fine how much of the released storage water actually reached

Lobatos The second problem was that we received moisture

which quickly reached the river and the Lobatos gage and

was probably sufficient to have assured aur meeting the

compact obiigation without the storage release We are

4
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i

anticipating ar compact delivery margin of approximately

11 000 acre feet

Flows at Mogote during the high ranoff period

were below flood operation thresholds so there was no

flood storage in Platoro Reservoir For a period of

days the inflow to Platoro exceeded the outlet capa

city and 800 acre feet were stored in June The matter

of the 400 acre feet of 1973 flood storage lost during

the 1976 1977 storage season has not been compl etely

settied although we anticipate that the 140Q AF inay be

picked up during the current storage season

a



V1 DAI S

A State and Federal Dam Roster

Roster evailab e in Data Bank

B Inspections Failures Restrictions and Stop Orders

Dam inspections in the San Luis Va11ey kept several

agencies and many people busy thiS year Annual in

spections of high hazard dams plus the National Dam

Safety Program were responsibls for this Division

personnel w re on hand for most ofi these inspections

1

ThE Division o Wildlife ngineers supervised

the extension of th e outlet tube at Beaver Park Re

servoir early this spring This project came about

to insure unimpeded flow from the outlet beeause the

downstream banks were sluffing off into the river

and are going to cantinue doing so Therefore ap

proximately 140 feet of 48 steel tube was added to the

outlet to enable the re1ease of water beyond these

points of sluffing The tube was then covered with

graded material several feet deep to protect the tube

in e rent of any major sluffing The project was com

pleted in April 1978

Terrace Reservoir was drained in the fall of

1977 to repair the cracked valves The valves were

repaired replaced and seem to be working when

they were shut in early January 1978 Dam c wners

and division p rsonnel are keeping them under obser

vation

The National Dam Safety Program brought team

of Army CArps of Engineer inspectors and two teams

of inspectors from the private engineering firm pf

Ken Bruns Engineering and Engineering Consultants

Incorporated to the Va ey The corp of Engineers

inspected La Jara Beaver Park Humphreys Conti

21



n Q ntal and Terrace Reservoirs The Bruns firm in

spected Santa Maria and Rio Grande Reservoirs and

the EC1 firm inspected Mountain Home and Smith Reservoirs

Much expertise was represented by these teams

and the dams got a thorough inspection Some of the

criteria used by the Corps in their hydrology analysis

caused quite a stir among owriers and division person

nel We only hope consideration will be given to the

owners when recammendations are made for modifications

tc their structures ke ping the Corps unproven rain

fa11 criteria in m ind

22



VII WATER RIGHTS

A TABULATIONS

The 1978 tabulation has been comp eted

and p blished A few decrees were ommitted because

the Court has assigned law prfority to correcting

decrees

W ar busy now making corrections to re
k

move the i ncor i stenc i es wf i ch show up i n the cur

rent sta us i t

23
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B REFEREE S FINDINGS AND DECREES

SllMMARY OF WATER COURT DECREES

1g69 Nov 1 1972 Nov 1 1977
thru thru thru

Category ct 1972 Oct 31 1977 Oct 31 197

Underground Water Right 110 10 074 1143

Change of Water Right 1 307 N A

Plan of Augmentation 0 11 1

Surface Water Right

Ponds and Springs 6 172 12

Di igence Conditionai

Decree 0 25 4

Water Storage Right 0 41 41

Total Decrees 117 10 630 1201

Applications rec d by
the Water Court 2 914 8Q0 159

Number af referee

consultations 62 11 301 5 t

Total W cases received 1969 thru October 31 1978 is 393

Total W cases terminated 1969 thru Qctober 31 1978 is 3475

In 1978 even with the court appointed f ield investi

gator appointed in 1976 77 term our speed up progress

has not accelerated very much

24



C UNRESOLVED COURT LITiGATCON

Little rea progress has 6een made toward

reso ution of the important issues before Division 3

Water Court Several decisions from the Colorado su

preme Court were handed down and wi11 6e discussed

A brief update fol ows

W 3 39 Applicat on for Water Rights of R o Grande Water

onserva ion is r c or con

rights

his case involves the appli cation for

and issuance of some 130 well permits for the

Closed Basin Water Salvage Project These per

mits were issued in 1976 by the State ngineer

and haue been rehewed or extended as required

by 1aw

The initial hearing was set before ihe

Water Referee in March of 1978 7 he Attorney

Gener al made his appearance for the State Engineer

in suppcart of the District Several objectors

withdrew prior to the fiearing but several ob

je tors persisted and were represented by counsel

at the hearing

After much testimony the Referee itichard

Conour ruled that the dve notices requiremer t

had not been camplied with The Refsree took

this position becaus e tsstimony in icate d that

the precise location for the l34 proposed wslls

had not bee n determined and he qeferee felt

that changes in the ocation of a w i1 tfl another

parcel of and might be made wi thou t due notic e

to that owner

This decision by t he Referee was appealed

to the Water udge The Judge overturne d the

Referee s decision and re referred the matter
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to the Referee for hearing No date has

been set at this time

W 3247 MAPCO

Application for water rights in the

Closed Basin Appiication withdrawn and Order

of Dismissal issue l by Judge Ogburn on October

1g 1978

W 3394 Mi ddlemi San Luis Vall y Irrigation Weli Owners

Pl n of Augmentation

The matter of credit f ar the Taos Valley 3

Canal to be app1 i ed fn the p7 an i s st i 11 unresol ved

No mea suring devi e was installed as per our order

Durin the past year no water would have been

availabl even if the required measuring de

vice had be n insfialled

The engineer for SLVIWO John Dumeyer ca1

culatEd on the basis of ir dex supplies that over

7000 A F was available for l97 This is a

tota 11y unrealistic and unacceptable method of

arriving at a credit from our administrative

positivn An Eritry of Appearance o appear as

co counsel for th SLV WO was filed on December

29 197 by Geddes MaeDougall Geddes and

Poxton P C of Colorado Springs

W 3466 Proposed Rul s and Re u atiar s for Div sicin 3

Th appeal to the Colorado S preme Court

Ca 76 1 has been heard The Supreme Co rt

ord r d tY at thc matter would be heard in ful l by

p i v i s i can 3 Water Cc urt and has appo i nted Judge

t illiam Eakes frcam Durango Uivision 7 to pre

sid Trial dates are s t as d our understanding

is that th Rio Grande Compact questions will be

hea rd dur i ng the we ks of C arch 5th and Ma rch 1 t h

f
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1979 with the rest of the mat ter during the

weeks of May 14 21 and 2 1979 This case

began September of 1975 and we are now back to

to square one after three and one half years
r

of limbo

W 3542 People vs Peter and Augustine De Herrera

y
The Order by Judge Ogburn granting the

Permanent Injunction was appealed The Supreme

Court Case 27766 reversed Judge Ogburn and

the tria l is set for Apri1 3 4 and 5 1q79

3560 People vs Mogote Northeastern Consolidated Ditch

This matter is still pending We under

stand that Judge Eakes advis ed certain attorneys

that he would hear either the Rules and Regulations

or the Mogote in the near future Counsel ap

parently decided that the Compact related issues

in the Mogo te case would be settled in Rules

and Regulations

W 3 94 People vs Othelle Reed et al

This case began as an action rising out

of the refusal by Reed to comply with a Cease

and Desist order issued by this office As

has so often been the case the main issue be

came secondary to the position taken by Reed s

attorney Michaei Whit that we had incorrectly

interpreted the court decrees and therefore had

no right to issue such orders We have now

gone to Court with a Motion for Deciaratory

JudgmenY which hopefully wi11 lead to a re

so ution ofi the question prior to the start of

irrigat ion seasorr 1979

No mentio of unresolved court litigation would

be complete without mentioning a series of applications to



the Water Court by Stoutc4 KSD and David Lar rrence con

cerning a well as an a fiernate point of diversi on Le

issued a CEASE an d DE SIST O rder in June of 1977 to date

we have had no action on this matter end the man has been

using water illegally for the last two irrigation seasons

Q
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Vlll 4RGANI ATIONS

A Water Conservation and Water Canservancy Districts

Rio Gran de Water Conservation District
Mr Franklin Eddy Manager

Alamosa Colorado 81101

Conejos Water Canservancy Distr ict
Mr Leland Holman Secretary
Manassa Colorado 81141

San Luis Vafley Conservation District
Mr William DeSauchet Attorney
Alamosa Coloradp 81101

TrinChera Water Conservancy District
Mr Carl Escheman Secretary
Blanca Colorado 81123

Costille Water Conservancy District
Mr Maclovio Martinez

San Luis Colorado 81152

B Water tJsers Associations

Alamosa La Jara Creeks Water Users Protectivs Ass n

Mr John Shawcroft President

Alamose Colorado 81101

Assaciatian of Se ior Water Rights
Mr James Higel President
Alamosa Colorado 81101

Monte Vista Water Users Association
I r Leland Ullstrom President
ta Jara Colorado 81140

Rio Grande Canal Water Users Associ ation
Mr John Wright President

Monte Vista Colorado 81144

C Di tcii Companies and Irrigation Districts

The listing of ditch companies and irrigation

districts is no longer a part of this report All

of the information carried under this heading is in

the data bank and will be available in the printout

of the district summaries
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X RECOMMENDATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

1t is quite clear after reading this reporf that

this has been a difficult year for us in Division 3 We

made valiant efforts on al1 fronts but our overail success

was minimal The bottom is that we are glad that the year

is over and we are looking farward with the expectation

of a much better year

Several problem areas whi h we have hopes of

some resolution next year intlude our perennial beaver

pond fights fish pond proliferation and even a faint

hope that we may tackle the extended use question

It is our firm belief that most of our frus

tration and discouragement could be greatly alleviated

if we had strong consistent legal representation Ap

parently this is a probiem we share with the other six

divisions an d with the Denver office We understand

that the assignment of specific members of the attorney

generals staff to the Division of Water Resources wi

be the thrust of proposed leg rsla ion We would be most

wi ling to land whatever support possib e as directed by

the State Engineer

My thanks and gratitude to the personnel in

Division 3 rha have maintained t eir sense of responsi

bility and humor through this trying period Without

their support the year could have been much worse

We would a so like to express our appreciation

to the Denver staff fo r their patience understanding

and counsel We look forward to bett er times for a11 con

cerned with water administration in Division 3
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