Alamosa, Colorado
November 27, 1962

¥r, J. B. Whitten, State “nmlne*r
Room 232, Stete Services ~uilds ing
Tenvar, Colorado
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commissicners on, of water diverted to ditches,

of reservolir storace, and acres irrigcated,

The wear 19AR2 was one of better than everare so far as
irrigation was concerned, The ‘forcast for the run Jff from
the winters snow pac% indicated a good vear and it material-
1zed in most of the water districts, except districts 2l, 25
and 27 which were éhort. The run off continued 2 to 3 weeks

longer than usual ani this reduced the time pumping was re-

quired for supplemental water to meture the row crops. The
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spring run off was late and durinz the period there were no

long periods of hot weanber an” hence none of the $reams ran
to flood levels, ‘ownve“y*He raservoirs were 22le to store

sorme water and three of the larzer reservoirs fi1lled to
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regervoir water, were 1,352,711 which was 1267 of the prsvious

10.vear average and 1267 of the amount diverted in 1961 which -
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was 1,06 2,317 acre feet The total acres irrica
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division was 553,111 compared to 523,553 in 1061, fator was
diverted 306 davys. The followinz table shows the amounts
of water diverted to ditches in each of the various Tater
NMistricts in this NMvision and ths percentaze each bears to
the amount diverted in 1961 and to the previous 10 year average.,
Pistrict Acre feet Percentage of Percentage of
diverted 1961 diversions previous 10
in 1962 year average
20 761R8), 125 137
21 116178 1L5 i1
22 266729 108 112
2l 51973 93 107
25 38685 3. 102
26 L5625 182 116
27 6785 96 77
35 56882 119 111

In meny instances reservoirs acain proved their worth this
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vear. Out of a total availakle veservoir capacity in the;di-
vision of approximately 211,000 acre feet}exclusive of the
Platoréﬂﬁeservoir encd other reservolrs subject to the Tri.State
Compactxthe?e were in storaze Mey lst. and available from later
storage 151,512 acre fset, On "ovember l‘there was a carry-over
of 23251 acre feet, azain exclusive of 55mpact reservolrs, which
have been excluded because water stored in “hem is not available

for use in Coloradec because of th
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present “debit status of
Colorado,
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Cn Wovember 1, 1961 there were 700 acre fest in
in Platora Reservoir of which LOCO acre feet were released to
the lower states immedistaly theore after. The remaining 3,00

acre feet were carriscd over primerily for recreational nurposes

and were increased by this yezrs run off to 15,700 acre feet.
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This has besn reduced to lL000 acra feet by releases, to the
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1owef states, beginnine Wovemher 1 and
emher 11th,

The amounts of water in storare and delivered by the
various reservoirs are shown on the water covmissionsr!s

The 1962 gesson has been exceptionally dry. There were
very few rains an? no general rains over the vallev, and there
were long extendsd rericds of no precipitation at all, even in
the mountains, Much of the pasture area turned brown. The
precinitation in Alamosa from January throusgh Gctober{l@éZ was

.56 inches compared to 9,02 inches in 1961 and an average of
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5.57 inches for the same pericd., There wes but little damare
%o crops from heil this year, egnecially so in relation %o the
damace done in 1661, Pumnine for supnlementel water was cer-
ried on hut not so extensively 2z in the vears of short run )

ofe,

Cn the wrhole crops were zood, especially so wh
wells and puwmps were uss? to supply supplemental weter. The
hay crop, which is the maior crop in the north end of the
Valley, was »put up in good condition thi Many of the
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notato growers, who in the nast have planted Red ¥cllure

reotato, switched this vear Vegetalbles

continue to bs a major crop in the Vallev, sspscially so in the
Fort Gerlend area, Lettuce is now “eing grown in many parts of
the Valley and the acreage is increasing,

There wes a brzaek in the snillway at the Rio Grande Rew
servoir during the time the rosevvoir was spillinz, Several

sections of the flcor of the snillway cave way and tilted so
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that water came throuch under the tilted section. Wo other



serious damase resultad and repalirs are being mads or may have
been completed at this date.
A number of orders have mecen sent ouft or siven oy the
(i i
water cdommissioners o ditch owners reguiring new headsabes

an~/ow measuring welrs. The lﬂﬂ“eﬁ narcentase of those have

hesn Qamuﬁf%d with,

Aﬁain}I wish To call attention to the situation at %arcia

e
1

and the delivery of

water to that area throuch the Aceguia
Wadre %itch. The commissioner in District No. 2 is called
down there gseveral times almost every week because the water
is not delivered at the State Line through this ditch. The
trouble is in New Yexico:and since he has no authority in that
: )
State he cafi hot enforce his ordsrs, t would seem that since
this é% fch is under control of the Costilla Compact, and also
this arez, this shonld come under the duties of the Waher

Yaster in Wew Vexico whose services are paid for by the Compoct

Again few problams arose in rezerd to administering the
water decrees;and the few that did come up were minor in nature
and essily disposed of, 5ue‘to a very larze extent to the
excellent services of the various commissioners,. who are to he
commrnded for their services and especially Special Neputy State

fa)

rine er,ulen

U“l

e

20

[N
]

Fny

m

‘rees, Who nz a fine Jjob in District No. 20.

Irrigation Tivision Engineer
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STMMATY 1062
WERE DITCH REPORTS
Water Mumber fMrst day Last day Numz er NMumber Total
Mstrict ditches water water davs acre feet acres
reporting carried cerried carried irrigated
. by all
20 21l 11-1-61 10-31 -6 < 306 76138L 241630
21 83 3-20-¢ 4 10-31 206 116173 117109
22 95 3-21 10-21 253 271729 93823
2L 61 -1 - 10-31 21l 51973 2165),
25 72 3-21 ¢ ©=-30 - | 19h 38655 10102
26 75 -1 10-31 21l 15625 17490
27 3L J1-26 9-13 AT 6785 3088
35 72 =1 10-31 193 56382 18215
Total 706 11-1-61 10-31-¢2 306 1352711 553111
. e
TRAE N OUN AT DIVERSIONS
1962
Narn Acre Feet Acre Feet Acre Feef
ﬁiggrg{on Imported Nelivered Telivered
to Dtches to Hegervolrs

Tuchs Ditch v 1,010 879 0

@ Weminuche Pass v

Piedra Pass Ditch” 102 119 0

@ Piedra Pass v

Pgner-Liohr Ditch ¥ 2,719 2,005 71

& Weminuche Pass”

Squaw Pass Ditch v 115 11l 0

G 3guaw Pass v

Taher M tch v 931 0 0

& Spring Creek Pass v

Treasure Pass Nitch L27 362 0

@ Wolf Creek Pags

Total

5,230 3,109 1



1962 EESERVOIR STORAGE RPPORT -
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NIVISION MO, 2
AMOTINTS TN STORACT IY ACRE FEZT
Rio Grande Santa ¥aria Continental Sanchez Terrace

12-2-61 5000 1381 2900 11299 5935
1962

1-1-62 7619 2567 3900 1161h 6696
2-1-62 1/30 9321  1/30 3050 11200 11907 1/30 7069
3-1-62 11200 3600 51.00 12200 2/27 7659
h=1-62 12800 11176 6200 12355 8155
5-1-62 27302 10817 6683 1623 13035
6-1-62 118872 19017 97L2 15212 12871
7-1-62 117653 21527 9808 10369 11855
8-1-62 23368 122l 5578 6055 3819
9-1-62 1665 367 0 2869 11009
10-1-62 L6665 2318 0 275l 9/28 2915
11-1-62 11665 2818 0 3262 2636

¥t., Home Smith Cove Lake Ta Jara San Tuls " Platora
or o
Reaver Park N

12-1-61 6038 3362 0 0 0 31100
1962

1-1-62 6379 351 Mo Report  No Report 0 3,00
2-1-62 A8L 7 371 No Report Yo Report 0 3400
3-1-62 7165 LR6G Yo Report Yo Report 0 31100
J1=1-62 7572 5336 381, 0 31,00
5-1-62 9656 5336 6130 5/6 L3115 7500
6=1-62 10168 1169 6180 6/3 6300 752 13600
7-1-62 8798 2738 L8597 7/23 53,8 1773 16700
8-1-62 5666 1501 2590 8/9 5020 513 16700
9-1-62 3097 1516 1635 9/32  )552 0 16700
10-1-62 2578 11,56 1060 10/l 025 0 16700
11-1-42 2367 1hh1 732 10/21 3830 0 16700



COMPARTSON 707 PAST 10 VAR

DIVISTICN 0. 3

STRIOD

Vo,

of Acres Irrigated

Acre Fest of Water
TNelivered to Ditches

1952 615338 1626360
1953 581441 330377
1951, 1121106 772333
1955 1h6690 31800l
1956 L.34hhs 752738
1957 570796 1655405
1958 572179 1181355
1959 hsbhhly 7592116
1960 534595 1153248
1961 523553 1063317
1962 553111 / 1352711




