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Mr J E Jhitten

Sate Engineer
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November 21 195g

Dear Sir

Herewih is submitted my annual report as Irrigation nivision

enineer for the year I95 2his report includes abulated and

surnmarized reports of the raer cornmissioners in this ivision of

the amounts of rater diverted from the various streams of the

reservoir storage an of acres irriated

rhe year 1953 might be considered a fairly norral year so

far as diversions for irriati on a re concerned but not nearl so

good a year as 1957 The diversions to ditehes in this Division

vere 109 of the previous 10 ear average but only 71 of 1g57
diversions There vas considerable reservoir storage carried over

from the previous year 21so there was considerable raservoir stor

ae durin the run off seasor here ras very 1 ittle precipitation

durin th rovTin season bein much less than normal Ihe totl

number of acres irrigaed vsras 572179 compared to the previous 10 year

averae o S7522 acres ater vas divorted for 22 days in this

division

eservoir storae aas used to advantae this rear On November

1957 there vere in storae in the reservoirs in this ivision

167039 acre feet On pril 1 1953 thE amount in storage or avail

able was 219 2g0 acre fe et of which 177 gt acre feet were delivered

to ditches during the season On November 1 195t3 the t otal amount
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of reservoir storage uvas 75 669 acre feet his includes

3C000 acre feet in Platora Reservoir which amount mar never

be available to Colorado as this resrvoir is subject to the

TriState Cotpact Several of the larger reservoirs were filled

to capacity and spilled these being the Rio Grande Continental

San Luis Smi uh and Platora The irst three of these reser

voirs nTere mptied durin the season and had no water in sorage

on Plovemer 1 1g58

The Platora eservoir carried over from the previous year

30390 acre feet This caused the reservoir to spill early in

the season lfter the reservoir ceased to spill there were

6000 acre feet release d in order to provide flood control

storae space Late in July permission was received from the

Compact Corrmissioners of Texas and ev exico to release

20000 acre feet for use in Colorado ccordinly the gates of

the reservoir vrere opened and approximatelr20000 acre feet were

released during a 2L da period of which 11156 acre feet were

delivered to ditches on the Conejos River This permission to

relsase this water was reativ appreciated by the farmers and

aided materially in helping to mature the crops There vas no

denand durin 195 to release any of the rrater stored in this

reservoir to the oher signatQry states ofTexas and New Mexico

I to repeat in th3s repor the remarks I have made in

my two previous annual reports concerning the operation of the

Ilatora Reservoir It is my opinion that considerable vater is

stored illegally as the gates are not large enough to always

perznit the natura7 flow of Uhe stream to come through the

reservozr



3

of the reservoir for the monthly reports of storage made by the

Reclamation iureau show the same amounts in storage each month except
1

the months that vater ras released for irrigation puroses his is

a serious matter for Ccloraco and deprives the tivater users on the

onejos iver ofconsiderable rater and at a tie that water is

badly needed in the area for irriation

TfoilorTin is a tabulation of the aounts of vater diverted

in each of te ater Districts in this Division and the percentae

each bears to the asount diverted in 1957 d to the xrevious 10 year

averae

Also the stream is standing the evaporation and seepae loss

No ofistric Acre Feet Percentage of
Diverted in I9Sa 1957 iversions

20

zi
22

25
26
27
35

63 2543
81710

23179
65za
t2543
b5o5
1io85
57644

56
175

65
62

57

Percentae of
previous 10 year
averae

110

z3
94

z3 0
l08

154
io4
io

It is obvious frona his table that the diversions in this Divi

sion ere i n ecess of he previous 10 rer average Hoaever the

possible benefits of this vrere offset by the lack of rainfall during

the groving season Qn the nrhole crop production e as good he

potato acreae and yield vere above normal but the price so f ar

i

this year s ba and beloar the cost of production lhe lettuce

acrea as agan incresed this year so that nor lettuce is considered

one of the major crops of the Valley he letuce ield was good but

the price durin mos of the season nTas so low that it did not pay the

cosz af harvestin and shipin anc a nttrber of ields were ploved under
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In the districts where hap is the principal crop the ield was

very ood especiall so in istricts 2 and 26 e mountain ranges

turned out to be ood or the few rains late in the season brouht back

the feed and livestock cm off the ranes in good condition

Special Depufy Sate ngineer D H Zathias will make a

detailed report for istrict o 20 vuhic Distr ct has about 55 of

the total diversions and ab out 6 of the t otal number nfaere s ir

riated in this Division

he Terrace Reservoir in District iIo 21 whzch developed a leak

in July 1957 was repaired in a satisfactory manner by digging a trench

across the face of the dam in the area vhere the leak occurred and fill

ing it with compacted earh six foot blanket of earth nras put on

the face of the dam from this point up to he high rater level and rip

rapped he hole on th lower face of the dam that as caused br the

earh slouhtng off as filled rit some 9000 cubic yards of ranite

It is nonr believed that this is not a much beter and safer dn than

ever before

Te nev stablization Reservoir in istrict 110 2l about 5 miles

belotv San Luis hich ras built by tYe Sanchez Ditch and Reservoir Co

and completed in the fll of 1957 f as used to advantape this year It

gave much better control and use of the Reservoir rater This same

company spent considerable more or drillin and routing at the dam

of the Snchez Reservoir in an effort to stop a continuous leak of some

13 cubic feet per secQnd through the side hill A drilling compan was

employed to do the drilling and grouting total of 3 holes tere drilled
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and some 7200 sacks of cement ere used in the routing

operati on at a t otal c ost of ab out 2q000 00 Tne operati on

vvas not a cornplete success althouh the amount of the leak has

dimini shed s omevahat

A project is being undertaen in istrict o 35 which

rill consist of he construcian of a canal from Indian Creek

to the Mountain ome1eservoir cahen completed this will bring

a considerable amount of the flood rater in Indian Creek to the

iountain Home Reservoir This vrill also entail the construction

of a ner spillway fo the Reservoir ahich is being considered

TTo accurate estate ofthe cost of the copleted project has been

made as et

Climotology and precipitation records are not included in

this report as that information may be obtained elsefhere in much

more complete forrn than can be given in this report Report of

shipments ofpoduce is not made as a very large amount of the

shipments are made by truck and these records are not available at

this tine

Special Deputy State Enineer D HIathias and the

Water Conmissioners and their dputies are to be complimented

for te very fine ranner in vrhich the handled the few admin

istrtive probles which arose and in vrhich the water was ad

ministered

Respectfully submitted

R o B He i lrran

Irrigation Division Engineer
Div 3
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WA COTP1ltISTpIVRS JITCN RPCRTS

IRIIGAIZOrDIVISION 0 3

No of Nzrtber of irst day Last Day No Days No of Total

ltater ches tiater zas Water tiaas Carried Acre feet Acres
Distr3ct Reporting Carried Carrid carried by Irriated

All

2o i94 213 ll30 282 632543 324821 72 317 io31 228 81710 ool
22 96 310 1031 235 231797 98342
2 5 ti l03 21 61528 2337b
5 67 t 031 2i z543 i79io
26 71 320 zo31 225 2505 3320
27 34 4 1031 214 loa5 6b92
35 70 41 o3i z4 5761l 22i90

Totals 658 81355 57279

1g58 Report

TftANOUNTAIN DN SIDNS INI0 DIVISION i0 3

Acre feetlrough over Acre feet delivere

Vleminuehe Raber

L ohr

Fuchs

Tabor

Sq ua
Piedra

Totals

9075 b87
795 724
175 146
2J 000

3554 2663



1958 RSERVtIRSORA RPORT DIVIION N0 3

AIiiOUN T I SICRG IN x CRE FEI

Rio Grande

12157
5
2i58
3158
45
5158
6158
7158
8Z58
g158
io158
lizSS

3073

0850
41599

49ti39 1
4697g
39251

9351
0

0

0

Santa aria Continental Sanchez Terrace

1I020
33 0
1453 0
11866

46
1539g
33 75343
2870
7 78
6995
6846

It Home Smith Cove Lake La Jara San Luis Plator
or

Beaver Park

12157
i58
2158
358
415s
5i5
6158
7158
8
9i5
ioi58
1i5

8435
8706

9460
973

1223 2
10676

5112
300

233211

3514
4
43 20

spll
t

it

352
2198
199b
1692
1788

s t 10l00
f

11400
tf

i000
12000
l000

15311
25346
24516

9226
0
0

no r eport
t

t E1

f

2672

607
318 0
i42o

7
176

3576
3 499 6
3996
32069
32069
33514

472
34908
2g702
26535
z562

3823 st 33
No report
FQ pt

2086

24bo
6300 app 322

3 696
4710

284 lozo
2S90 0
2018 0

i65183
i678
1262

4092
3868
2ia4

883
1683
1388

30390
30390
30390
30390
30390
30390
590
5000
3 7066
34000
3oao
34000
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7ATII C4IISSIOISRESEFVOTR REPORTS

Name of tinTater District Caacity Acre Ft in Acre Feet
Reservoir ivo in Acre Storae P4Aay I in storae

Feet or amount avail ov l
aq le

Total Acre
Feet
Delivered

Rio Grande 20
Santa laria 20
Continental 20

San LuzsBeaver20
quavr Lake 20

Regan Lake 20

Goose Take 20
2 0

Big Ruby 20

Sowards 123 20
Me adour Lae 2 0

str 20

Dovr7ing and 20

Loch Laven
lberta Park 20

Jumper Creek 20

Ti11 Creek 20

Hunters Lale 20

Humphreys 20

ee Rub 20

BristolHeal 20

Bristol Head2 20
pruce Lake l 20
spruce Lake 2 20
Shaw ake 20

Hermit Lakes 20

123
Troutvale 1 20

2 0

Fuchs 20

Road Canon 20

Zost Laes 20

Spring Cre ek 20

4drights
eadov ake 20

wrights
Trout Lake 20

SVDude 20

Pa 20

Rio Hondo 2Q

Lake Cliff 20
Terrace 21

L a Jara 21

Cove Lale 22

5113
3560
26716

4i62
667
232
395

162
104
Z

IRIIGATNDIVISION NO

597
3g

4
821 6
ll
804
Ill

05
680
200 ab out

299
z57

no record

966
145

11

ab out

320
120

370
600

No report
17700
zJoSo

648 0

5ii3
39376
2b716

4z26
162
555
232
306

45

1l0

597
38

li8
13
2g2

111

680

2 02

966
l5

ii4

320
120

370

1262
b3 00
3180

0 191l8
6846 29382

0 2009
0 3990
0 150

338
0 216

260 32
o 42

Fish culture
0 126

ish culture
tt FI

0

3g

8
0

118

120

onl

on13
tl

516

Fish culture only
112

z51

88

504
Not use d

fT ft

tt fi

0 180
Fish culture

810

145 Not used

t

0 298
120 Not used

l09 z34
Fi sh culture

t tr

2oi
176

z
653l
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A C OPIS T ONER S RS V OIR RcP0 TS

IRRIGAION DIIIOdN0 3

Name of Reservoir aer District Capacity Acre ft in Acre Feet Sotal cre

Reservoir io in cre Storae May in stor Feet
eet or amount avil Tovl Deli

able ered

Platora 60000 30390 3 000 1l56
Sanchez I03135 3351 2622 22197
asdale r 1 2 346 3000 Est 600 Est116l
as dale 2 2 3 017 no report
alazar r 1 24 23 t t

Salazar 2 2t 35
Rito Seco 2l

FE

it 35 533b 533b Pilling1738 2812
Tountain Home 35 20147 9773 211b 11b1b

Totals 369312 219290 7669 1779I8



DIVTTCN d0 3

198

1949

ig5o

1951

195z

1953

195

1955

956

1952

1g58

OO1iPAFISON FR PAST 10 YEAR PRIOD

No of cres Acre Feet ofVaater

Irrigated elivered to
Ditches

757041 132048

789 722 11o

570392 964516

39228 631136

6z33 1626360

58111 88 03 77

421to6 772333

l6690 818004

4315 75253

570796 554a5

572179 1181355


