
Alamosa Colorado

November 27th 1956

r J E llhitten

3tatenginee

State Capitol Bailding

Denver olvrado

Dear 3ir

Herewith 3s subm3tted my annual rport as Irrigation D3vision
Engineer of D3viion Io 3 for the gear 1956 iis eport includes

the tabulated and summarized reports of the ater coimissioners in

this d3vision of he amounts of aer diverted from he various

atream of reervoir storage and o aeres irrigated

his year of 1956 was the fourth consecutive ver dry year
the driest of the four and the driest for many ears riile the

mount of diversions was more than some of the previpus cig years

the effects of the continued dreught vere worse than the previous
ears becaase it as the fourth one in successi on at in Augst

the ds1y stream flov in most of the strems was las than any time
since 1902 On May 1 the snow pack on the west rane eas on1 60 of

normal ard the forcasts of runoff for the variaus treams for 50
to 60 of normal These f orecasts of reduced stream flov xere re

flected in the crage planted he regular run offperiod ras short

the onlr stream in the divisi on which ras able to suply the demand

for irriation water was the Conejos River in Distric No 22 and for

svme 20 days there vas water run into the Rio GrandeRiver

here as norservoir storae durin the irriating season

On la 1 there were in storae in the entire dfvisior E9483 aere

feet out of a total capacit of370000 acre eet Or November 1
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1955 there were in storae 25990 acre feet which show a gain of 2393
acre feet to ay l 1956 On ovember l 1956 there ere 12283 acre

feet in torae in the entire division 3500 cre fe of whieh are

representdb storage in Platora Reservoir none of hich in all

probabiltp riZl ever be avilable for use in Coloraqo he Platora

in my opinion
Reservoir again t hia ear atored ater illgally accwnulting the 3500

acre feet b eeuse the gtes in t he dam are not large enough to permit

the natural flow of the steain to go throah up to flpod stage This

water as held in torageritrarily by the Reclamaton Bureau in spite

of repeatedrquets that it be released during the period that ths

Cone jo River as discharging rater into the Rio Grande River Believe

the records ri11 sho that if the gates had remainedopen this ater

vould have run out and been di9charged into the Rio Crande River

during the period that ater as bein run into the Iio Grande River
from the Conos River his is a aeriou situationand shoald reeeive

srious conaideration from the rater usrs on the Corejos River and

the Cornissioners of the Rio Grande Tri State Compcti

urirg the 1956 season there was diverted to diches in this

division 92 as much water as in tle 195 season and thi amount was

only 61 of the previous ten year average The precipitation as

considerablg under nornal for the season and the fewrains thatdid
develope ere local Thre was no singl ri that xtended over the

enire Valley The use of pump and artesian wells ws required to

mture the crops More vells both pump and artesiat3 are being put

doran in 11 parts of the Va11e to provide supplemenital ater The

continaed ue ofhese wells continues to loer the vater table whieh

causes many of the nnor shallov ells to stop flowin and requires

that many of the pumpa be lowered lhe pressure of the deeper
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artesian wells 3s bein reduced every year of the qontinuedecessive

pumping Zhe last damaging frost in the spring was on Mag 17th and
the firat one in the fall was on August 31st Reedrds of temperature

and precipitation are available from other sourcesand aceordingly
re not included zn tYiis report 1he report of veetable shipents
by railroad is not included are such large percertage of the

Valles produce is shpped by truck that the report of rail ship
ments is no longer comparative of the products prodced The

mountin ranes ere not good and the number of lirestoek permited
on t he ranges vas materially reduced

p H Mahias Special Deput State Engineer hasspervision
of diversi ons in Dis tri ct No 20 and aill make th detailed report
for tha District

In I3istriet Na 21 the season began earlg the first diversions

report bein on Jan 31 There vas no resfivvir storage he

diversions in this District ere 7f of the prev3ous 10 year averae
compared to 62f in Z955 he erly run off on t he Alamosa River was
good supplying most of the ditches with some waterbut during the
1Qtter part of the season in August arid September the stram flow

became p lor that the No 1 prioritg for 1140 cfs was being supplied
less thar 3 Ps

In District No 22 the season xas similar t o t hat in District

0 21 The early run off was go od supplyin the deatds f or irrigat ing
water and also discharging some vater in the R3o Grnde River I3ow

ever in late eptember the flow in the Coneos Rive became so low that

only 3 cfs were beingdiverted to the 1 priority The diversions

for 1956 were 111 of he Dversions in i955 d this as 89 of the

previous ten ear average eompared to 69 in 1955

In all the other water districts in this diverion the diversions



vre consderbly less than the previous 1t year averae in Distr3ct 24

being 71 in District 25 bein 11 in Distri ct 26 be ing 39 in

District 27 being 26 and in District 3 bein 9 These per

centage fiares depict the nery dry season when it is emembered that in

this divis3on the 10 ear averae is still a shvrt atpr supplr These

reduced diversi ons re reflected in the acres irriateld hi ch have been

grealy reduced n the past fr years Some examples of this r educed

acree are in District To 27 h there vere onl 831 acres irr3gated

compared to 11510 in 1949 d in District 26 there vere irriated in

1956 on1y 6379 cres compared to 48483 in 1919 he north end of he

Valleg has been very hard hit by the continued drought

A a further indication of thE effects of the drauht in the north

end of the Vally in Dietrict 25 out vf a total of d5 ditches report

ing 0 ditches received no water in Dstrict 2 ou of a total of 37

ditches reportin 27 received no water

he crcps throughout the Valleg were ood where ver here vas

supplemental water to mature the crops he erlyfrst on August 31

d3d some darnae to the potato crop and did reduce theeld the lettuce

crop hs become an importnt factor in t he economics mf the Valey The

creaevs increased very materiall this yar and tMere were thrse more

dehdrating tubes installed to proeess the c rop

in his division water ws administered 285 dasl he water com

misioners and thir deput3es and Special Deputy Stat ineer D H

thias are to be commended for the nery fine ob of dministerin the

water in this fQUrth very dry year It is vaell known that the shorter

the water supply the more diffieult is the job of the water officiaZs

Respectfully submitted

Ro B Heilman

Trrigation DiviionPngineer Divo3
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rATER COMPIZSSIONERS DITCH REPORTS

956

RRIGATION DIVISTON N0 3

No of Number ofFirst d Last Day No Days Na of otal Acres
11ater D3tche Water was Water was carried Aqre fet Irriated
Diatrict Reporting Carried Carried cajrried by

11

20
21

2
25
26

35

T otal

18

96

65
73

7i

657

i3
3l0
320

4i
4251

1io

1031
1031
lo3i
lo3i
1031
1031
131

25
z74

226
21
i4
220

21I

2f1716
G781

2b1672 2

52 7

769

256484046
i571

6370

1455

7253 434445



19 6 SUIARY

TRAiSAOUNTAINIIVERSI01S

1o Dzvzszo 3

e

eminuche Rabr Lohr

eminuehe Fachs

Tabor

sqaw

Treasure Pass

Acre Feet

iverted

2355 6

9036

3

1745

1289

lcre Feet
nelivered o
Ditehes

i5i8

688

161

119

80

Piedra 82 77

eminuche RaberLohr Stored in Alberta Rservoir 17

minucYse Fuchs 3tored in ee Rzby Resrvoir 96

CochetopaSaguach 21

Total 8886

122

9825



1956 REPVOTR ST4RAGE FEPRT DIVISIOAt N0 3

RIVfUI IRT SZf3RAGE S N ACRE FEET

Rio Qrande anta Maria rContinental achez errace

i2i55
i156
2i56

i5
i56
i56
9156
io156
11k56

2708
0

53
6509
6509
65v9

4
0

0

1653

24309
3og
3089

186
11
1367
1367
1367

Sst
st

Actual

785
1250
830
3733
3 733
373
1322

982
982
982

13ZOo
13133
1357
13517
3500
13 20
10900

4
59
Zl9
23s4

48

1036
382
174

3i96
01
i02

873
53 0
41

t Hom Smith Cave Lake La Jaa an Luis Pltor
or

Beaver FarY

12i55
1156
2156
3156
l156
5i56
6156
7156
8156
9156
io56
li56

5769
619
6510
6852
7325
7490
7005

1335
300

600

21l8
157
2805

343
3210
1531
l050

2
0

500

0

0
0

535
3395

1808
161

0

0
186
1806
1806
1t66

0
0

4

0
0

0

184
3400
3504
3500
3500
3500



sUMlARY 1956

9YATER COMdISSIOATERS RSBRHOIR RPOS

IRRSGA IQN D IVI S IDN N0 3

Name of YVater Capc3t Aere Ft in Are Feet Total Aere
eservoir District in Aere Storage a 1 i Storage Fet Deliver

a No Fet or nount agalable ed

Ro Grande 20 521Z3 6509 0 928
a Santa Mari 2 l365 3089 136 15

Contingntal 2 26716 3732 982 75
san Luis 20 4758 1806 p 176

Beaver Cr
Metroz 2 395
Rean 2 667
Big Rubg 2 77
ea Rub 2 18b
Sowards 2 162
123

eador Lake 20 99
Soards
L o ck aven 20 2
Sowads
Streams 24 4
Soards
Downin 20 l7Soar
Goose Lake 20 232
lberta Park 20 99
Jumper 20 38
di11 Creek 24
Htater Lake20 48
xwPne 2o s4z
Lak Clitf 20 No Recod
Briol gac 151

1
Bristol xead 0 s4

Z
pruce Lake 20 111

i
spruQe e 2 15

havLke 20 680 b
Hermit Lke 24 204

123
ichs 20 237
Troutwlel20 299
Troutvle22 257
Road inon 24 1183

283
120

96
162

122

40

1

92

438

42

4

52

0

560
oo

128
299
57
10 or

zlo 64
8 32

0 28
o s4

162 not usd

11l

24 not used

40 n

41 a n

4

8
8i2

0

0

0

28
20

0

27
10

not used
a

4

4

474
not used

88
226

Fish cultur
n



SUIVIARY Coninued

1956

y

o Water Cpacit Acre Feet Aere Fet Total Acae

Reservoir Ditriet in Acre Ft in storage in storge feet delivere

g or available or avilable
May 1 Tov 1

Lost Lakes 20

SprnCeek 20
ight s

Qaao e 20

rout Lale 20

S U Dud 20

Poa 20

Squew 20

Terrace 21
La Jara 21

Cove Lake 22

Piora
Sanehe z 2
astaai i 24
Egstaae 24
Sla2ar 1 24
Sglazar 2 2
ountain Hoe 35
sitn 35

966
145

il4
320
2
261
lb2

1770

168 0
600

13l68
3

2014
5336

i45
11l
164
100

191
162

2937
No Water stored

2340
0

13020
No water stored

n

No Report

494
3 21

0 361
1L not used

11
0
0

o
0

412

161

3

600
5oa

n

1
96

156
1l8

2026

6a26
0

12274

7314
1600

Totals 36919 49493 1228 433

This 350 acre feet is subeet to the Rio Grande riStat

Compacy and it is presumed tha thi water ill nmt b vailable

for deiver for use in Coorado

WAT C4N4ISSIONERS RESERVOIR REPORTS
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COMPARISON FOR PAST 10 YEAR PRIOD

1947

194s

1449

1950

1951

Z952

953

i954

1955

1956

1Vo of Acres
Irriated

742289

75704

7972

57392

359228

615338

51441

i4o6

l6690

434445

Acrei Feet of Vater
Delivered to
Ditches

735229

132q484

4

9

6313b

162 53 60

8837

77333

8ioo4

75538
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ROY B HEILMAN

Division Engineer

N
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STATE OFCOLORADO

DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES

Irrigation Division No 3
Alamosa Colorado

December 11 1956

ALrJEVhitten State Lnineer
Office of State nineer
State Capitol Bld
Denver Colo

Dear r ahitten

EncZosed is the corrected opy of
y annual report and the our sheets of the 2Vater

CoTissioners Ditch report shees for Distrct
RTo 22 on wahich the c orrections have been mi

de

P1ase have Tr Sittser file the aain
i

Thanks for serdin down th reort
and tre sheets for e correct

I a planrin on haTinganetin
of the Valley ater officials soe tie in

Jarivary uue voula Zike very cr to have yobe present 2s tere any particular ate th t
would suit ou ettPr tran sae other if lit is
possible for yo to aterd at all I

g11
1s

R
QFf v

C43 R

Your s ve ry i ru lyj

I

GLEN E BREES

Hydrographer


