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Dear Sir

STATE OF COLORADO

IKRIOATION DIVi ION NO 4

PUE6L0

Nov 29 1961
e Y BJ HOT

I herewith submit report as Division Engineer of Division
No 2 for the year of 19b

This was a year which started out as i it would be one of

short supply since rain and snow all had been light during the

winter and spring However frequent rains starting Piay 3 rd

which were distributed here and ther th ought lthe su er kept a fairly

constant supply of water for most of the time in the older ditches

and some 8t times for the juniors

Sno i t all in the mountains was very short and run off from
the spring thaw allowed only three days of storage in June This

coupled with 12 da s in December and lj days in Feburary vras the

extent of general storage

Pre ipitation at Pueblo was 14 18 inches for the year against

an average o about 11 5 inches Frvm Nay 3rd until Sept 3rd

there wer 11 23 inches of precipitation which fell during the

growing s@ason At Ias Animas the year s total precipitation was

1i 68 ineHes as compared t 12 34 inches a ee 10 46

inehes of precipitation fell during the above mentioned ir month

period at Ias Animas

Thi reduced the amount of storage water needed and we finished

the seaso with more than double the amount we carried over last year

These tim iy rains were sa distributed over the area a4 d timed that no
ii

great damage was done nor big floods to contend with in the river

Heulah which is 25 miles west of Pueblo had 3 inches of
l f



2

precipitatiion for the lb month period against an average of bout

1 inches 20 57 inches of rain fell there between N1ay 3rd and

August 13th

Transymountain diversions totaled 4g g47 acre feet which was

slightly above the average of 46 700 but below the 54 082 acre feet

o last year

The reservoir car ver on Nov l 1960 was one of the lowest

ever being on y 61 43g acre feet of which 36 OS s irrigation

water This ear the cary ry over is 113 431 acre Feet of which

79 b77 acre feet is for irrigation use

John Martin eservoir did not close the gates until Dec 1 1960

The gates were opened April 3 1961 when storage amounted to 22 625

acre feet The reservoir was emptied April 28 1961 at 7 30 P TS

The gates were again closed for storage at 10 30 A l i June 3rd due

to rains above and heavy hail and damage below reservoir Gates

remained closed until June 19th when they were opened to supply

Kansas demand The reservoir was then emptied at 10 P P i June 27th

Gates were partially closed from 6 A Pi l ug l3th to midnight Aug 17th

when it was again emptied and we reverted to decrees

Storage season on Jopn inartin reservoir starts Nov 1 with

the Colorado ditches havir the right to demand the river 1ow up

to the extent oY 100 sec ft On Nov 1 1960 they did demand 100

second feat claiming an arnount must be passed by the ditches above

the reservoir to make the river flow available to 100 second feet at

the dam k part of the time during Plovember the river flow was more

than 100 seconcl feet there ore the excess above 100 second feet

should have been stored
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I ruled that they were entitled to the river flow but did not

have the right to demand any deficiency to be made up From decrees

above the reservoir

The matter was referred to the State E gineer who ruled on Nov

25th that we were still on decrees and the State Administration should

keep 100 second feet at the outlet of the reservoir This order was

passed on to the Water Coimnissioner of District No 17
I

The demand was cancelled on Nov 30th by the Amity Ditcn who

were the beneficiaries closir their gates Gates of the reservoir

were closed Dec l 196o at 11 A Ti for winter storage

At the Dec lb 1960 meeting o the Ar ansas iver Compact

Administr6tion a motion was passed to inquire of the Attorney General

of each state for an interpretation o the above question Under

date of Jsn s lb 1961 the Attorney reneral of Kansas issued the

opinion that this 100 second eet of water coald be used for irrigation

but did not answer the question of demandine water rom above the

reservoir to make up the 100 second feet It was his opinion The

term River Flow means the sum of the flows of the Arkansas and

Purgatoire Rivers into John Niartin reservoir as determined by aging

stations appropriately located above the reservoir

The situation did not recur this year as the gates were closed

Nov 1 1961 when 300 second feet were available for storage

Tho Gi r ia or Pip ine case was turned over to an attorney lasi

year for civil action which was filed in the court this fall I

understand this will come up for hearir in the spring unless the

death o one of the plaintiffs chapges matters

The Beaver Park case is in the process of compromise One

stipulation in comprorrdse I cannot approv is that t be
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tipulatied and agreed that the water stored in Brush Hollow Reservoir

in 1951 at the time when this controversy arose and this action com

menced including 9g3 34 acre feet in storage on July 12 1951 and

all other water stored therein on that date or after that date up

to and includin the date o this Stipulation has been legal y and

lawfttlly stored therein and is the property of the plaintifi Beaver

Park Company

There were no problems unresolved due to good precipitation

durir g trie growing season

The distribution of water in Divieion No 2 for the year was

1 850 969 acre feet to a total of 49g 01 1 acres o 1and being 3 71

acre fee per acre of ground irri ated
F

Tables of transhmountain diversions reservoir storage by months

acres of land irrigated and water used are attached hereto

Thanking the Denver o ice force tne Water Cormnissioners and

their Deputies as well as the water users for their cooperation

this past season I ar

Respectful y yours

Cl P

Division Fk gin r iv No 2



TADULATION of WATER CQv ffSSIONER S ANNUAL rtEPORTS
for IRRIGATION SEASQV of 1961

IRRIGATION DIVISICN No 2

Dist Fir t day water Iast day water Number of acFe

No was used from was used from feet water used

natural stream natural stream by canals for

10

11

iz

i3

14

15

16

17

18

19

66

67

49

season

Nov 1 1960 oct 31 1961 63 432

Nov 1 1960 oct 31 1961 159 3 T

Nov 1 196o Uct 31 i961 358 322

Apr 23 1961 Oct 31 1961 46 93

Nov 1 196o Oct 31 1961 211 905

Nov l 1960 oct 31 1961 l 0 768

Nov l 1960 Oct 31 1961 99 718

Nov l 1960 oct 31 1961 525 916

i4ar 11 1961 Oct 31 1961 15s781

Nov 1 19b Oct 31 1961 150 871

Jan 1 1961 Oct 31 1961 1 153

Nov 1 19 Oct 31 1961 176 816

Total number

acres irrigated

1961

12 412

z6 o4z

22 071

19 870

1o8 5g5

S o39

44 467

155 700

A 98o

z9 960

k33

68 4g2

Totals 1 850 969 49g 041
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