T - STATE OF COLORADO

IRRIGATION DIVIBION ND. Z

PLUEBLD
F. C. SNYDER
IRRIDATION DIVISION ENBINEER
BON DURANT BLDS., ! Nove 30, 1959.
F. D. BOX 1423 1 SUBJECT:

Mre. Je Ee Whitten
S5tate Engineer
Capitol Bldg.
Denver, Colo.

Dear Sir;

I herewith wish to submit my report as Division Engineer

of Irrigation Division No, 2 for the year of 1959.

We had a very good year due to a good early precipitation

and an excellent carry over in the reservoirs. The months of

June, Juﬂy, August and September were very dry and the natural

flow of the streams was accordingly very lowe. The reservoir
carry oer saved the crops for those farmees to whom it was

available. The other farmers had a difficult time bringing their

crops to maturity and were correspondingly hard to satisfy,.
PreJr:itation for the year amounted to l4.11 inches at
Pueblo Jich was above the normal. At Ias Animas 11.32 inches
of raianll was below normal. It was very dry from the middle
‘of June until August when some rains during the first two weeks
relieved [the drought only slightly. Another dry spell occurred
from August 15th until September 28th when this area received

a heavy web snow on September 29th and 30th with about 2.5 inches

water content. Although this storm caused great damage to
power 1iJes and to trees which were in full leaf at the time,
it charged the ground water and put snow in the mountains,
After thils snoﬂ)which caused great hardships for both rural

and urban areas, all rivers and creeks did better than normal

for the balance of the season.
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We

d 521,600 acre feet of water in storage April 1, 1959,

whieh was used down to 116,863 acre feet by October 1, 1959,

showing

total used of 404,737 acre feet from this source.

This leayes us with most reservoirs going into the winter empty

or near.

30,

The | John Martin reservoir went into the storage season Nov.

1, 1958, |with 231,000 gere feet of water which was the largest

amount for this time of year since it was put into operation.

This amount of 231,000 acre feet was built up to 256,311 acre

faet by

Constant
empty on
supplied

3eas50Mn.

for later decrees,

pril 1, 1959, when the first release was made.
withdrawals were made until the reservoir was declared
September 14, 1959. The water for early decrees was
from drainoff and seepage return until the end of the

There was no water available from the upper districts

There were no floods either on the Arkansas

or the Purgatoire rivers during the summer to allow the closing

of the gates for storage at the John Martin reservoir.

With all

these conditions existing)the outlook for the coming season is

y

gloomy af
acre feet

y

run befox

this time. The expected storage of 20,000 or 25,000

of water by April 1, 1960, will be about a two-weeks

e the users will be on decrees'again with hopes very

dim for water to fill any decrees later than 1885,

Trar
year,
October ¢
very litt

The

time of 4

\s=mountain diversions totaled 50,235 acre feet for the
The Western Slope demanded the flow from Sept. 10th to
fth, which did not reduce the diversions very much as

le runoff was available during thai peried,

Highline Canal Company is nearing completion at this

project of rehabilitating the Busk-Ivanhoe tunnel
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at a cost of about one million dollars.

This should allow a

greater diversion of the available supply in the future.

The
Twin Lake
lével of
of the st
& Canal (
in the ovu

the gate

channel both above and below the outlet gates at the
s reserveir has been widened and deepened to the

the bottom of the gateg)permitting a greater amount
ored water to be releaseds The Twin lakes Reservoir
ompany is now building a new concrete Parshall flume
itlet lowering it to the elevation of the bottom of

S8« The channel between the two lakes needs to be

lowered Tnd widened very badly. This work may be done this

coming yeg
The
feet to i
of water
Tabl
months, 4
I th
office, 4

splendid

aArs
total amount of water distributed was 1,555,402 acre
rrigate a total acreage of 509,721, or 3.05 acre feet

per acre irrigated.

es of trans-mountain diversions, reservoir storage by

cresg irrigated and water used are attached hereto.
1ank the Denver office force, the Attorney Generals
ind all commissioners and their deputies for the
cooperation during the past seascn,.

Respectfully submitted.

oI £

Divizion Eng

iegr, Division No. 2.




Dist.
Noe.

10
11
12

15
16
17
18
19
49
66
67

Nov

TABUTATION of WATER COMMISSICNER'S ANNUAL REPORTS

First day water
5 used from
natural stream

wa,

Nov

Nov

Apr
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Jun
Jan

Nov

ll,
» 1,

> 1,

.l,

FOR IRRIGATICN SEASON of 1959.

1958
1958
1958

» 15, 1959

1958
1958
1958
1958
1958
1958
1959
1959
1958

JRRIGATION DIVISION Noe 2.

last day water
was uged from
natural stream

Oct 31, 1959.

Octs 31,
Oct. 31,
Oct. 31,
Octe 31,
Octe 31,
Octe 31,
Octe 31,
Sept 11,
Oct. 31,
Oct. 26,
Oct. 31,

Oct. 31,

1959
1959
1959
1959
1959
1959
1959
1959
1959
1959
1959
1959

TOTALS

Number of acre.:
feet water used
by canals for

Season
37,279
129,729
347,425
31,272
198,541
21,489
51,769
409,932
10,12/
76,067
2,568
1,704
237,503
1,555,402

Total number
Acre irrigated
1959
10,669
24,893
21,832
19,370
104,178
3,537
41,715
154,591
4,805
22,941
1,240
721
69,229
509,721
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