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STATE OF COLORADO
IRRIGATION DIVISION NO 2

PUEBLO

F C SNYDER
IRRIGATION DIVISION ENGINEER

BON DURANT BLOB Nov 29 1956
P o BOX 1423 SUBJECT

4r J hitten

EtaLe irYineer
renver 6010

Dear ir

I erewiii sn4rit mfr reo Division Inslreez

of Irrigation Division jo 2 for the year of 1950

i

This has been another Vc OT year in DOL1 OreClj1 et iOn

and stream flog over the entire Division recipitation at

Pueblo being only 638 inches or about onehalf of the average

t Las L niras 1115 inches against and average of about 12 irches

which near average flow helped the lower river to sane extent

There were no general rains covering the entire Division Two

rains covering fairly large areas caused some runoff below

Pueblo to help for short periods There were no rains above to

raise the river to unusual heights at Pueblo

Ditch diversion dams washed out in the 1955 floods were all

replaced and in operating condition during the entire season the

cost being near one million dollars

Storage in reservoirs was limited to transmountain diversions

there being no storage from natural flow except in John Martin

reservoir which caught some rater on two occassions from rains

mostly in the Purgatorg drainage John Martin Reservoir entered

the season Nril lot with 44144 acre feet in storage aeleases

were started April 2 and reservoir was emptied April 30Q

There were some small flash floods through the dam up to July 19

none of the crater of which reached the State Line On July 19



there was found to be water for stora and gates were closed

This water lasted until July 30th with seem additions accuring

dining the period Again on Aug 19 gates were closed for

storage and on Aug 22 report there were about 17303 acre feet

in storage This lasted until Sept 2 when the reservoir was

found to be dry Decrees were acrAnistered the rest of the all

as if no reservoir had been constructed During November the

Colorado itches demanded the river flow up to 100 second feet

for domestic purposes in accordance with Article 51 of the Copact

Therefore no storage was accomplished

A coniittde of 6 including myself aw appointed by General

rner at the neetirg of the Arkansas raver Com act on Oct 26

to wort out a closer capacity table in the lower reaches for

future releases as the table which was in use during the last

year was in considerable error sater being in storage to the

extent of about 1500 acre feet when table indicates reservoir to

be dry At a meeting of this cornitt@e Pdov 14 a proceedure rias

worked out whereby a closerauroximation of the time can be

predicted when reervoir rill be emptied and controls shifted to

the Etate Engineer

Law suits of only a minor nature have been instituted this

year The Deaver Park injunction suit remains in the same status

as last year nothing having been done regarzir it

Cooneration by the water users and Commissioners has been fine

during this trying period and no serious controversy has arisen

IrriFated acreage has been reduced to 489711 for the entire

division from the 507470 acres irrigated last year due to the

increasing shortage of water Last year 1483500 acre feet of

water was used and only1196192 was available and used this year



3

This is 244 acre feet of water diverted per acre of ground irrigated

Transmjountain crater diverted from estern Slope amounted to

46235 acre feet which is about 3000 acre feet more than a year ago

This increase due probably to better attention Diversions were

shut down on Aug 11th for Testern Slope ditches and not resumed

until Oct 25th

With the exception of John Martin there was no storage in

reservoirs for irrigation uxooses during the year and they are at

a very low level only a little better than 1954 The carry over

beirE only 3x018 acre feet for irrigation use

Cron production was curtailed and water used for the more

valuable crops Beet production was covn xi tonaLe but up in

sugar content so that the monetary return was about erualized

Vells and stock ponds continue being built at an increasing

pace and are cutting into the stream flow more with each one

Decreed water as such is on the way out unless a curbput on

these installations

Tabulations are attached showing the runsMountain diversions

reservoir contents each month and water used on acreage for each

district

ThankinV you for your cooperation and that of the Tater Comm

issioners and users I a

1espectfidly yours

Wi ra
Division n eer Irr Div do 2
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Tk3nATION of 7rATEH CD 21ISSI0N710 S All2 IOF S

For Irrigation Season of 1956
Irrigation Division No 2

Dist First day water Last day water Number of acres Total number
PTO was used from was used from Feet water used Acres Irristed

Natural stream natural stream by canals for 1956
Season

10 Nov 1 1955 oct31 1956 21 15302

11 Nov 1 1955 Oct 31 1956 132659 24692

12 Nov 1 1955 Oct 31 1956 292951 18

13 Apr 10 1956 Oct 31 1956 18355 16527

14 Nov 1 1955 Oct 31 1956 175191 105

15 NOV 1 1955 Oct 31 1956 13305 2669

16 Nov 1 1955 Oct 31 1956 17629 54315

17 Nov 1 1955 Oct 31 1956 323686 157901

18 Apr 9 1956 Jun 15 1956 1 1585

19 Nov 1 1955 Oct 31 1956 53110 20091

49 Nov 1 1955 Oct 31 1956 5634 1790

66 Jan 2 1956 Oct 22 1956 1373 440

67 Nov 1 1955 Oct 31 1956 139657 70033

Totals 1196192 489771
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