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Dear 5ir;

I herewith submit my annual report as Divisicn Engineer
of Irrigation Division No. 2 for the year 1955.

This hag been & slightly better year for irrigation and
crop prodiaction than for the past several years even though we
sterted off with very poor prospects amnd little reservoir water.
Snow-fall wes agein very short with ground water the lowest ever
¥nown.

Precipitation in Pueblo was reported to be 14.87 inches
for the year and about 9.00 inches at Las Animas. The amounts
vary greatly within short distances and an averasge over the entire
valley will probably show somewhere near normal. As an example
on May 18th the station at city reservoir shows rainfall of 2,12
inches. About a mile south I observered 4.75 inches and near Rye
11.5 incheé of rain wes reported for the same period.

During late Mey we had torrential rains over the lower
reaches of the division which caused much damage to highways as well
as great demsge to headgates and dams. This damage will probably
run close to 8 million dollars to ditch companies alcne. The Catlin
lost their diversion dam and the Fort Lyon lost their storage canal
dam. The Highland Canal and the Nine Mile Canal on the Purgatoire
river were both washeda out.

The Fort Lyon Canal Co., has let contract for replacement

gt around $350,000 and the Catlin bid for‘replacement is about
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263,000 dollars. The Highland Canal will reguire about ;102,000
and the Nine Mile repairs will cost arcund AO,GSO-dollars. In
addition to this the Catlin lost a temporary dam in the August
floods. They constructed mesns to divert through the Otero Canal
headgate, at considerable expense, to'save their crops.

‘The fed Top reservolr on Mustang Creek had its dam washed
out by the May floods with considerable damage to ranchess below,

Work wzas started on replacement during the fall without proper plans
being filed and approved by the State Engineer. Tork has bsen
ordered stopped until the resuirements are complied with. A1l denm
repairs are expcected to be completed before next season.

These torrsntizl rains which ¢umped as much as 11.5 inches
in some places whthin a 24 hour period ren off very rapidly and did
the ground water supply very little good except in the river bottons,
but did allow the storage of 244,493 acre fest in Johm Hartin Feservair,
This relieved the river from the burden of district 767 for ths bal-
ance of the year. This 244,493 acre feet was used down to 132,000
acre feet by Aug. 7th vwhen more floods, mostly in the Purgatoirs
river drainage, brought the storage back to 152,510 zere fest by Aug.
13th. This was used down to 43,000 feet by Wov. lst when gates were
closed for the winter storage.

The total use of water from storsge in John Martin reservoir
for the season is reported to be 276,033 acre feet., ZXansas used
their chore of the above 276,038 scre feet delivered at the State Line.
The Vater Commissioner reports 221,300 acre feet used to irrigate
71,481 acres of land for the whole of District No. &7.

Other than that in May, rainfall was rather scarce until

late July. However, August was better and erops which survived until
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then finished in good shepe. Crops generally were better than last
year and the prices were good except for livestock which has dropped
considerably. GSeveral severe local storms in August caused consider—
able damage and filled ail stock tanks on the prairie and most of the
small out of the way rescrveirs, thus reducing the flood waters in
the river to the detriment of the junior decrees.

There wzre only 6,178 zcre feet in storege in John Martin
reservoir on April 10th when run was started. Run ended April 16th
at noon with reserv@ir-empty. The river was administered on decrees
until May 19th when there was found to be enough weter in the reser—
voir for the Compact Commission to take charge.

Other reservoirs entered the sesson in most cases with
practically no water. There was no winter storage and only very
few days of summer storage from rains in most reservoirs.

Trans-mountai: diversions amounted to 43,333 zcre feet.
Diversions were shut off in late August and were not resumed until
late October because of shortage of water for lester Slope decrees,

Cooperation from most water users is very good considering
the shortsages. One notable exception is the open violations from
the city supply of the town of Beulzh. This supply consists of a
well along side of Middle Cresk which they have found %o be inadequate
S0 they have run a preforated pipe out into the creek bed to divert
the underflow. Objections were made by decree owners and an atempt
was made to shut off iie pipe. Great public pressure was brought to
bear and even a plea that the school would have to be shut down
unless weter wes supplied. Humerous times the diversion was opened
By wimown persons and is still being opened although the water

board admit water is not neededfrom the erecek at this time. The
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metter was taken up withk the District Lttorney and no help could
be obtained.

The Beaver Park injunction is still in effect and nothing
has been done to reach a conclusion.

Suit was filed to Torce the aiversion of water from Mazcy
Creek to furnish decress on North Macy Creek in District 13 but no-
hearing has been had.

A temporary injunction was issued to gllow an undecreed
diteh to divert water from a seepsge spring, tributary to Texss
Creek, in District KNo. 13. Upon hearing before the court this in-
Junction was dlsolved.

Irrigated acreage amomnted to 507,470 with the use of
1,483,500 acre feet of water or 2.7 acre feet per acre of land.

Another Hydrographer is badly needed at ail times but
especially during the periods of passing water by La Junta for
District Ho. 67.

Wells and stock tanks are taking more of our surface
supplies as new works are completed. The decresd ditches are
slowly waking up to this and will bring concerted action when they a
are fully aware of the demage being done to their rights.

Tabulations are attached showing Trans-mountain diversions,
contents of reservoirs each month and the water used on acreages
for each district.

Thankling the Denver office =5 well as all Water Commilssioners
and their Deputies for their cooperation during these trying times,

I remain,




TABULATION of WATER COMMISSIONER'S ANNUAL REPORTS
For Irrigation Season of 1955.
IRRIGATION DIVISION No. Z.

Dist. First day water Last day water Number of acre.. Total number

No. was used from was used from Feet water used Acres irrigated

natural stream natural stream by canals for 1955
Season

10 Nov. 1, 1954 Oct. 31, 1955 _1,785 ‘ 10,789
11 Mar. 14, 1955 Oct. 15, 1955 140,344 R45942
12 Nov. 1, 1954 Oet. 31, 1955 . 315,929 20,030
13 Apr. 9, 1955 Oct. 31, 1955 33,080 18,934
14 Nov. 1, 1954  Oct. 31, 1955 207,706 108,374
15  Nov. 1, 1954  oct. 31, 1955 23,947 5,377
16 Nov. 1, 195/ Oct. 31, 1955 73,199 50,847
17 Nov. 1, 1954  Oct. 31, 1955 334,y 240 158,231
18 Apr. 14, 1955  Sept 30, 1955 14,535 6,425
19 Nov. 1, 1954 Oct. 31, 1955 88,663 28,761
49 Apr. 11, 1955  Oct. 31, 1955 8,240 2,985
66 Jan. 2, 1955 Sep. 10, 1955 841 294,
67 Nov. 1, 1954 Oct. 31, 1955 220,991 71,481

Totals 1,483,500 507,470



TRANS-MOUNTAIN DIVERSIONS
Irrigation Division No. 2.

1955.
Month CULMPBINE EWING WURTZ BUSK-IVANHOE TWIN LAKES LARKSPUR  TOTALS CARLTON TUNNEL
TUNHEL TUNHEL
Nov. 1954 460 460 47
Dec. 1954 90 90 520
Jan. 1955 82 F29%) 738
Fehb. 56 56 707
March 63 63 770
April 134 500 634 731
May 409 1250 7770 10 10226 752
June 564 2170 16120 4 19612 700
July 89 1070 5820 7163 695
Aug. 78 269 2730 3126 708
Sept. 0 202 g2 284 64,3
Oct, O 574
Totals 1140 5095 33773 ivA 41796 7585

M1 guantities are in acre feet



CONTENTS of MAJOR RESERVOIRS in IKRIGATION DIVISIOE No.

Dec, 1, 1954 to Nov. 1, 1955

a)
oL ]

Values in Acre Feet.

Dec, 1, Jan. 1, Feb, 1, Mar., 1, Apr., 1, May 1, June 1, July 1, Aug. 1, Sept 1, Oct. 1, Nov.l,

Fountain Valley #2 405
Fountain Valley #3 27

Callehan 47
Monument 193
Sugar Loaf 5356
Twin Lakes 13388
Clear Creek 523
Skaguay * 1303
Mt. Pisgeh 605
Brush Hollow A38
City of Colo Spgs * 1274
DeWeese-Dye 0
Teller
Leke Henry _ 0
Lake Meredith 8]
Beckwith (Hayden) 86
Minn. CF&I#2&3 *¥12491
Coler * 0
Cucharas 0
Huerfano Valley 0
Holita 0
Dotson
Dye 0
Holbrook 0
Horse Creek 0
Adobe Creeck 0
Seven Lakes
Model 0
Hermosa
North Lake * 870
Monument Lake * 953
Nee No Shee, Nee

Gronda & Sopha 0
Nee Skeh, or Queen 0
Two Buttes 9900
Thurston 0
John Martin 0
Totals 47006

Mun. Mnfg & Power 16891

Irrigation 30115
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