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I herewith submit my annual report as Division Engineer

of Irrigation Division Tdo 2 for the year 1955

This has been a slightl5r better year for irrigation and

crop prodwction than for the past several years even tnough we

started off with very poor prospects and little reservoir water

Snow fall w s again very short with ground water tne lowest ever

known

Precipitation in Pueblo was reported to be 1L 87 inches

for the year and about 9 00 inches at Las Animas The amounts

vary greatly Nithin short distances and 2n average over t17e entire

valley xill probably shozr so7aewhere near normal As an eyample

on I ay l th the station at city reservoir shows rain a11 of 12

inches I bout a mile south I observered L 75 inches and near Rye

11 5 inches of rain tras reported Por the same period

During late Ray we had torrential rains over the lower

xeaches o the division which caused much dama e to nighways as well

as great dam3oe to headgates and dams This damage crill probably

n close to a million dollars to ditch companies alone The Catlin

lost their diversion cam and the r ort Lyon lost their storage canal

dam The Highland Canal and tne Idine hlile Cas1a1 on the Yurgatoire

river were both w shea out

The Fort Lyon Canal Co has let contr2ct for replace ent

at arour d 350 000 and the Catlin bid or replac ent is about
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268 000 dollars The Highland Canal will reAUire about 102 000

axid the Nine t iile repairs will cost aroimd Q0 060 dollars In

addition to this he Gatlin lost a tetaporury ciam in tne August

floods They eonstructed means to divert tnrou h tiie Otero C nal

headgate at consicierable expense to save their crops

The ned Top reservoir on i iustang Creek d its dan washed

out by tl e blay floods with considerable damaga to r nches k elow

dork wrs s a ed on replacement during the iall without proper plens

being tiled and approved by the State gineer T ork has been

ordered stopped until the renuirements are com lied with All d2rt

repairs are expected to be completed beiore next seuson

Thes torr nti l rains rnich c u aped as iuch as 11 5 inches

in sorae places wTnt in a L hour perion rzn o f very rapidl and did

tha ground aater sup ly vex r little 3ood e cept in the river Uotto s

but dici allow the storaoe oP 2 1 y cre feet in Jonn iartin F eservoir

inis relieved the river from the burden o district r67 or tne bal

t1ce of the Jrear This 24 493 acre ieet was used do rm to 13 000

acre feet by Aug 7th when more floods nostl in tiie Purgatoire

river drainage brou ht the stora e back to 152 510 acre e t by Aug
l3th This was used do an to Qo 000 feet lr 3dov lst when gates were

closed for the winter storsge

The total use of water fyom stor be it Jahn i fartin reservoir

or the season is reporhed to be 276 D33 acre fe t Cansas used

their sha re of the above 76 Ojb acre f et delivered at th S ate Line

ihe iater Co ru2i ssioner reports 221 000 acre feet used to irriaate

71 81 acres of lanci for the whole of District IJo 67

Other taan that in May rainfall was ratner scarce until
late July However 1 ugust was better and crops which surc iven uitil
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then finished in good saepe Crops generally were better than last

year ana the prices uere good eacept for livestock whicn has dropped

considerably everal severe local storms in August caused consider

able da n2ge and illed all stock tanks on the prairie a1d most of the

srsall out of the wHy reservoirs thus reducin the flood aters in

the river to the detriment oi the junior decrees

There aere only 6 17 acre feet in stora ge in John Martin

reservoir on F pril lOth wnen run was atarted Run ended April 16th

at noon with reservoir empt ihe river was ad ninisterec on decree

until May l th when there was iound to be enou n water in the reser

voir for the Corupact Commission to take chsrge

Other reservoirs entered the se4 son in ost cases with

pr ctically no water There aas no winter storage ann only veryr

few days of s ur ner storage from rains in most rese voirs

rans moimtair diversions ariounted to 43 333 4cre feet

Diversions were shut of in late mgust and were not resu ed until

lute October because of shorta e of water for vester S1ope decrees

Cooperation rom most Water users is ver good considering
t ie snort es Onz not ble e ception is the apen violations from

the city supply of the toun of Beulah This suppl consists oi a

well alon side of Middle Creak which they have iound o be in deqwte

so they have run a preforated pipe out into the creek bed to divert

the underfloc Objections were rtade by decree omers and an ate tpt

was made to snut ofr tne pipe Great public pressure r as broudht to

bear and even a plea that the school xould hat e to be shut down

unless z e ter ws s supplied iu erous tines t2e aiversion rs s opene3

by unlmown ersons and is still bein opene3 althougii t ie ter

bozrd admit water is not neededfrom tne creelc at this ti e Tkie
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matter was taken up witr the District 1 ttorney and no help could

be obtained

The IIeavei Par c injunction is still in efiect znd nothin

nas been done to reach a conclusion

Suit was Piled to force the diversio of crater from t i2cy

Cr e to furnish decrecs on Plorth i facy Creek in District 13 but no

hearing has been had

A temporary injunction was issued to allou an undecreen

ditch to divzrt aater frori a see age sprin g tributary to Texz s

Creek in District ivo 13 Upon hearing be os tne court tnis in

junction aas disolved

Irrigatecl acreage amo mted to j07 l 70 wit2 the use of

1 4 3 5 acre feet of w ter or 2 7 acre feet per acre o land

Another I ydrograpiier is badly needed at all times but

especially durit the eriods oi passing aater by La Jw ta for

District Pdo 67

Ylells znd stock tanics re ta cing more oi our suriace

sup lies as new workN are completed The decre2d ditches are

slowly wakir up to this and wili brin5 concerteu ction hen they a

are ully aware of the n mage beix done to their rights

Tabulations are attache3 showin Trsns m antain diversions

contents o reservoirs each montn nd the zter usec on acrea es

for each district

Th su irig tne Denver oi ice as Well as all LJater Commissioners

and their Deputies or their cooperatian during these trying times
I remain

Respectfull sutuaitted

Livi En e ivi 2



TABUL TION of 4ikTER COMMISSIONER S ANNUAL pEpORTS

For Irrigation Season of 1955
IRRIG TION DIVISION No 2

Dist First day water Last day xater N ber of acre Total ntmmber

No was used from was used from Feet water used Acres irrigated
natural stream natural stream by canals or 1955

Season

io

11

12

13

15

16

17

1

19

49

66

67

Nov 1 1954

Mar 1 1g55

Nov 1 1954

Apr 9 1955

Nov 1 1954

Nov l 1954

Nov 1 1954

Nov 1 1954

Apr 14 1955

Nov 1 1954

Apr 11 1955

Jan 2 1955

Nov 1 1954

Oct 31 1955 21 785 10 789

Oct 15 1955 1J 0 344 24 942

Oct 31 1955 315 929 20 D30

oct 31 1955 33 080 18 934

oct 31 1955 7 07 706 108 374

Oct 31 1g55

Oct 31 1955

oct 31 1y55

Sept 30 1955

oct 31 1955

Oct 1 1955

Sep 10 1955

Oct 31 1955

Totals

23 947

73 199

334 ti40

14 535

88 663

8 0

841

zzo 991

1 83 so0

5 377

SO SQ7

158 1

6 425

28 761

2 9g5

z94

T1 lF81

507 470
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