
STATE OF COLORADO

IRRIGATION DIVISION NO 2

PUEBLO

F C BNVOER

IRRIGATION DIVISION ENGINEER

BON DURANT BLDG

P O BOX 1423 SUBJECT

Nov 29 1954
2829

Mr J E Whitten

State Engineer t1 F VF

Denver Colo

Dear Sir

I herewith submit my report for the year 1954 as Division

Engineer of Division Number Two

We are still in more or less temporary quarters in the Bon

Durant building since we have been unable to find more spacious and
suitable quarters However as we have not yet received more furn

iture and equiptment since my last report we are not too crowded
We are badly in need of copies of the decrees of this Division

We have photostatic copies of the card index to the decree books in the
Denver Office which are a great help but when decrees are questioned
the full decree is essential We also need furniture and equiptment
badly

The drought period continues unabated smil becoming drier

underground waters receeding and river ehannels draining out Pract
ically no reservoir water is available and there was no storage for the
last yaar except in John Martin Reservoir Prospects are very poor
forany storage this winter

Snowfall was very short and runoff was way below normal

There were no general rains over the river basih to help the condition
There were 15017 acre feet in John Martin Reservoir on Aprl

Release started on April 7 and the reservoir declared empty April 15

It remained empty until July 23 when gates were closed at 7 A M for
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a short time Releases were resumed at 830 P M with 22000 acre

feet accumulated in reservoir at 7 A M July 24th

This accumulation was caused by good rains on the Purgatoire

River starting July 23rd and continuing from time to time through

August On July 28th the storage reached 34700 acre feet which was

used down to 21900 acre feet by Aug 6th Accumulations reached a

maximum of 39700 acre feet on Aug 10th This was all used up by

Sept 8th when reservoir was again declared dry It has been dry

since that date Gates are still open passing the river flow and

there has been no storage since the winter storage season started Nov 1st

Precipitation for the year at Pueblo was 796 inches with the

greater monthly amounts registered in May and July At Las Animas 843

inches were reported being about 69 of the average

Litigation concerning Seaver Park Company remains about the same

as the last report No public hearings have been had during the last year

Since Attorney McHendrie passed away during the summer I cannot say what

or when action will be resumed

A resort owner abuting the shore of DeWeeseDye Reservoir

brought action in the District Court to prevent the owners from draining

the reservoir for irrigation use Trial was held for a preliminary

injunction and the petition was denied Later the reservoir company

found it necessary to drain all the water for irrigation use and the

reservoir was dry October 13th It is reported very few fish were found

Trans mountain diversions totaled 33142 acre feet or about

16000 acre feet less than last year This was partly due to the Western

Slopes requirements which shut off these waters about August 3rd and

diversions were not resumed until October 2nd

Total diversions by canals and ditches amounted to 11000127
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acre feet against last years1533264 acre feet or about 13 less

Total acres irrigated were 486470 out of a possible 728000

or a headgate diversion of about 205 acre feet per acre irrigated

Storage in reservoirs on Nov lst reached a new low of 49432

acre feet or 37 of capacity of which only 32508 acre feet are avail

able for irrigation

Another Hydrographer in this Division is very badly needed to

handle the necessary work He is especially needed during the time

water is being passed down to District No 67 We could keep down con

siderable contention between the different interest if more frequent

measurements and more timely knowledge were available

Cooperation between the water officials and water users remains

surprisingly good considering the extremely difficult conditions we are

experiencing

Wells sumps and pumping operations are taking considerable

water for irrigation stock and domestic purposes Stock ponds and

tanks are being built at anincreasing pace and literally thousands are

now intercepting water from rains and snow which formerly reached the

rivers for distribution to decreed ditches The only relief from this

situation will have to come through legislative action

Crops produced in this Division were about one half the normal

with slightly lower prices being obtained

Respectfully submitted

Division Eag ne Division No 2



MsxOOD000000Tt N tor00
OOD

N mD CC11
O

rI

M
M Ont Cv HilesMO OO OrIMO BOO 0LO M4N0 O M

pO3 N N CV V1 r3 I 14 M rI rl t0 o

ri mU r 11
rl

n CNZ2 M1I t rlOrHiTCto0OOO OL
O

OOOOM
DO

Vl ri e ri
rl

O

wH RI N X40 OLp4 rM1OMUMOsOOOOOO IO L O Oli
8N rI 00 M 7D UO O u r1 M U Off
to

ci M o m rno
o

000000M0 I oox 0 0 ult
N rl rl M

im

p 0 rI 00Lj oL O O N Lnrim O 40 ri O OOc 00 O s O XC 00 O
r

to

p r1

N M me
N

d rHi r0i M rI ri p 00M r

t itMnl rl
11

H h

r p pO 7 H MrII L 41 C O0 OH ON O 00000000 O OO 0

6 y
H N t 0 W

rI 4 ri
H tf1 rI m r1 N ri M

rrii

pp

rI OD A Hq tCO OOMr1O OONOW OOOlOm O WWN

vi D P
N N in iD i rr r N I iO in rOI O V L tin

rl

rl

rl

rI U1 cr It tr to 0p
N D

t8 O t O

lr O

U tO rj O 0 0

lr O
O ODD O

h m NO H
O NMN M U OW OL cq 1O

In Ln rW M E H
i

10

zN tN rMi H r1 rNi rI rI rI
r r L m tr

WW
rI OHO Ljm NCO LL1O pMppotO MI O001n O 0000 Om 010 o 0 onto m m Q

ClPC

kr

NMdi D rII
YM Vt C2 ri rI D O t N

OQ
O O

IONL N0 Mr OOMq OOOOOOOO
O

OOg

O M t n L

vl
ri Y1 N pp i

U3 rl N rI O 0 O T L M ri O ri O M L l1 V1

a

O
qM ON pW X00 M

00

0000 O Om 00 cr0 O M N nl M N DD rl M 0 H N to

rI
v

q

pp 4yf
yF bCd

A F
bD

iD m ca D 41 N ri O
rrI 1 rI y4 CU C W

W td 17
r

O rl d
y

v g td 9 N
7 a

al i
p W m ai r 0 S

vR N N
N a N CO

4 raavJs@J m a m d s O0 m mca a ri 0 m F x r LJ
fa Pi q a a F W 0 F a 0 q H 04 0 0 q

rIp m N r1 a1 m X O W A aN y z 7 q W rl
G a a ri X U rI U a a H F O C d S a5 m O F F

O O O r rl N a a O q
O faxxGUlS F 7 TE a

0 HfsW 0zrii O U POG E a 0P0OOxq



Q

N j I
w 0

f
e

va

k
14

Q
m

j 7

k
a

@ m e Q

2
H

C

e a 3

k d k
2 3 w w a

o 0



TABULATION of WATER COMMISSIONERSANNUAL REPORTS

For the Irrigation Season of 1954

IRRIGATION DIVISION No 2

Dist No First day water Last day water Number Acre Total Number
was used from was used from Feet water used Acres Irrigated
natural stream natural stream by canals for 1954

Season

10 Nov 1 1953 Oct 31 1954 25360 13809

11 Nov 1 1953 Oct 31 1954 100816 22296

12 Nov 1 1953 Oct 31 1954 227 13464

13 Apr 2 1954 Oct 30 1954 16 11

14 Nov 1 1953 Oct 31 1954 142352 106811

15 Nov 1 1953 Oct 30 1954 5 3

16 Nov 1 1953 Oct 31 1954 31 372 56493

17 Nov 1 1953 Oct 31 1954 264 158491

18 Apr 21 1954 Jun 12 1954 1056 965

19 Nov 1 1953 Oct 31 1954 61077 26407

49 Apr 15 1954 Oct 30 1954 9117 1450

66 Mar 1 1954 Sept 8 1954 802 365

67 Nov 1 1953 Oct 31 1954 113615 71007

Totals 1 486470


