


F. C. SNYDER

DIVISION ENGINEER OF IRRIGATION DIVISION
NUMBER TWO

SMASSMNIGBLDG 504 CENTRAL BLK.
P. O. BOX 1423
PUEBLO, COLORADO

Nov, 29, 195%

Mr. M, C. Hinderlider
State Engineer
Denver, Colo,
Dear Sir;

I herewith submit my report as Division Enginser of
Irrigetion Division No. Two, for the year of 1951.

Due to illness, Mr. Beach relinguihed his duties as
Division Engineer on Hov, 30th 1950 when he was completely
incapacitated. I assumed the same temporarilly with the sanction
of the State Engineer and the Civil Service Commission. I was
formally appointed by the Governor as Division Engineer, on Feb,
26, 1951, and assumed those duties officially, on March 16th 1951 .
after the death of Mr. Beach on March 3rd.

The preceeding year having been much below normal in
precipitation, the moisture content of the soil was deficient,
and storage in reservoirs at the end of 1950 amounted to but
220,794 acre feet, or about 174 of. capacity, which was very much
below normal. There were only 12 days of general storage during
the winter period and prospects were very dark for the 1951 season.

Due to the occurance of timely rains and to late run-off
from abnormal deposits of snow in the Leadville area, the three
principal reservoirs, Suger Loaf, Twin Lakes and Clear Creek, were
almost filled., Snow deposits in other parts of the Division were
much below normal, which resulted in subnormal runoff. Due, however,
to timely rains during the summer, the situation wes saved to a

great extent and a feir crop resulted in most areas.
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On the Tributary streams, the dvuught was very severe and crops

‘were curtailed and in some areas were almost complete failures.

Hailé in some districts distroyed crops, which some attributed
to the so called “rain makérs". The contract they had, ran out about
July first and was not immediately renewed. 7

Precipitation was finally determined to be about normal, and
90% coming during the five growing months from April te September,
agein tended to save the situation as to crop productionf Ordinarily
about 707 occurs during this period.

The carry-over of128,000 acre feet of water in the resemvoirs
as of Nov.ylst 1951 was much below normal, and only about 10% of
their decreed capacities.

The John Nartin Reservoir entered the 1951 season with
approximately 80,000 acre feet in storage, which was reduced during
the later part of Nay to less than 37,000 acre feet which indicated

that some decrees below the reservoir woudd have to be supplied

from the upper river. This situation was changed by the afore mentioned " .1 -

timely rains which increased storage in this reservoir to about 80,000
acre feet. Succeeding rains and diversionsfluctuated this amount
between 40,000 and 80,000 acre feet until the end of those rains.
Storage was finally reduced thmough Sept. and Oct. to about 23,000
acre feet, when storage was permitted by thé Interstate Compact on
Nov, 1st. Unless more storage water is available than is anticipated
at this time, the upper river will probably have to furnish water
for some.of the decrees below this reservoir, early next spring.
Approximately 57,475 acre feet of water were delivered into
the Arkansas River basin by trans-mountain diversions during the year,

Total diversions by canels and ditches which serve 476,878

~acres amounted to 1,517,564 acre feet, or to about 3,2 acre feet per

acre irrigated,
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‘District #49 was in need of a Water Commissioner this year
for the first time, because of the bperation of the ﬁew Bonney Reser-
voir, Aécordingly arréngements were made for the Commissioner of
District #65:to perform these duties on a part time basis.

It will be necessary to have Parshall flumes and regulatory
wabtegates installed in several diiches in District #49 prior to
the next irrigation season.

In only one instance was cooperation not obtained from the
water users. The Beaver Park Company stored under its decrees for
direct irfigation, some 428 acre feet of winter flows over a period
of 3% months, in defiance of orderé\to pass the natural flow of
Béaver Creek for the use of earlier priorities. Court action was
obtained by the Company, in the form ef a restraining order to
prevent the release of the stored water. The case is now in process
of litigation,

In general the cooperation re®ived by the present Division
Engineer from the water users and Water Commissionems, was excellant
and véry much appreciated. Without this cooperation, matisfactory
| administration woﬁld have been nexﬁ to impossible.

It is believed that the administration was very successful
considering thé severe shortage of water.

Tabulations of reservqir contents, trans-mountain diversions
and‘Water used by ditches are attached.

I wish to take this opportunity to thank the State Engineer
and the Denver office force for their help and cooperation.

Respectfully submitted

yé§;Z%i2f sl —

Division eer, Irrigation Division No.2.
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TABULATION of WATER COMMISSIONER'S ANNUAL REPCRTS
: For the Irrigation Season 1951

IRRIGATION DIVISION No, 2.

First Day Water Last Day Water No. Acee-Feet Total Acres Total Acres
Dist. was used from was used from Used by Canals that can be that was

No, _Natural 8tream. Natural Stream for Season Irrigated Irrigated.
L Jan, 2 Nov, 15 26208 27822 20772
11 Mar. 10 Oct. 31 161720 37519 26694
12 Nov. 1 Oct, 31 340319 19186
13 Apr. 27 Nov, 1 19843 17508 13645
14 Nov. 1 Oct. 31 269937 116876 107078
15 Mar, 1 Oct. 30 15638 12547 3367
16 Nov, 1 Oct. 31 2688, 71773 39910
17 Nov. 1 Oct. 31 461769 251552 159103
18 May Aug. 9 9325 2570
19 Nov. 1 Oct.31 18292 71242 10336
66 No report
67 Nov. 1 Oct. 31 213739 72612
49 Mar., 24 Oct. 31 6805 4780 1605
Totals - - 1,561,154 620,944, 476,878



