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f F C SNYDER
DIVISION 6NGINEER OF IRRI6ATION DIVIYION

NUMBERTWO

04 CEIVTRAL BLK
P O BOX 1428

PUEBLO COLORADO

Nr d C Hinderlider

5tate Engineer

Denver Colo

Dear Sir

Noe 29 195

I herewith submit my report as Division Engineer of j

Irrigation Division No Two for the year of 1951

Due to illness Beach relingu3 hed his duties as

Dieision Engineer an Tov 30th 1950 hen he was completelg

incapacitsted I assus ed the same temporarilly with the sanction

of the State Engineer nd ihe Civil Service Commiasion I was

f o mally appointed by the Governor as Division Engineer on Feb

26 1951 and assumed those duties officiallg on 6axch 16th 195i

after the death of r Beach on idlareh 3rd

The preceeding year having been much below normal in

precipitation the moisture eontent of the soil wss deficient

and storage in reservoirs at the end of 1950 amounted to but

220794 gcre feet or about 1 7 of capacity whieh was very much

below normal There were only 12 d ys of general storage during

the inter period and proapects were eery dark for the 1951 season

Due to the occurance oi timely rains and to Iate run off

from abnormal deposits of sno in the Leadville area the three

principal reservoira Sugar Loaf Twin Lakes and Clear Creek were

almost filled Snow deposits in other perts of the Division were

much belo normal which resulted in subnormal runoff Due however

to timely rains d ing the summer the situation was saved to a

great extent and a fair crop resulted in most areas
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hz the Tributary atreams the dnvught vas very severe and crops

ere curtailed snd in some areas were almost complete f ilures

Hails in some distriats distroyed crops whieh some attributed

to the so called rain makerstR The eontract thep h d ran out about

July first snd was not immediately rene ed

Precipitation was finally determined to be about normal and

90 caming during the five growing months from April to September

again tended to save the situation as to crop roduction Ordinarily

about 70 oceura during this period

The carry over oflf2 00 acre feet of ater in the rese voirs

as of Nov lst 1951 as much below aormal and only about 10 of

their decreed cap cities

The John fartin Reservoir entered the 1951 geason with

approximat ly 80 00 aere feet in storaga w hich was reduced during

the later part ofb ay to less than 37 d00 acre feet which indie8ted

that some decrees below the reservoir woumd have to be supplied

frc m the upper r ver TY ie situation was changed by the afore mentioned

timely rains which increased storage in thi reservoir to about g0 000

aere feet Succeeding raine and diversinnsfluctuated this a ount

between 40 000 and 8Q 000 acre feet untiZ the end af those rains

Storage was finally reduced tY ough Sept and Oct to a bout 23 000

acre feet wh n storage was permitted by the Interstate Compaet on

Nov Ist Unless more storage water is available than is anticipate

at this time the upper river will probably have to furnish water

for some of tY e decrees belo this reservoir earl next spring

Pl o gtely 57 475 acre feet of water vere delivered into

the rka sas River basin by trans mountain diversions during the year

Total diversions by canal and ditches which serve 476 87g

cres amounted to 1 517 564 aere feet or to about 3 2 aere feet per
acre irrigated
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District 49 as in need of a ater Commissioner this year

for the first time because of the operation of the new Bonney Reser

vvix Aecordingly rrangements were made for the Commissioner of

District 65 to perf orm these duties on a part time basis

It will be necessary to h ve Parshall flumes and regulatory

wa tegates installed in several ditches in District 49 prior to

the next irrigation season

In only one instance was cooperation not obtained rom the

uster users The Beaver Park Company stored undar its deerees for

direct irrigation sume L12 acre f et of winter floves over a period

of 3 montha in defiance of orders to pa ss the natural flow of

Beaver Creek for the uae of eaxlier pric rities Court action was

mbtained by the Company in the form ef a restraining order to

prevent the release of th stored wster The case is now in process

of litigation

Tn general the coopera ion reeived by the present Division

Engineer irom the water users and iNater Commi sioneBS was excellant

and ver r much appreciated iYithvut this cooperation aatisfac ory

administration would have been next to impossible

It is believed that the administra ion was very successiul

considering the severe shorta e of water

Tabulations of reservoir contents trans motantain diversions

and xater used by ditches are attached

I wiah to take this opportunity to thank the State Engineer

and the Denver office force for their help and cooperation

Respeetfully submitted

Division eer Irrigatiott Division No 2
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T BUL ATION of VG F TER COM iIS IONER S 1NNU REPCIRTS

For the Irrigation Season lg l

IRRIGATI iJ DIVISIOIV No 2

First Day ater Last Day Yater No A eFeet Total Acres Total Acres
Dist as uaed from was used from Used by Canals that can be that was
No Natural 9tream Natural Stream for Season Irrigated Irrigated

1 0 Jan 2 IJov 15 2620 27 22 20772

11 r lo Oct 31 161720 37519 2b691

12 No 1 Oct 31 34 319 I Ig6

13 Ap 27 Nov 1 19843 17508 13645

1l iVov 1 Oct 31 269937 116876 10707g

15 ar i oct 30 1563g 12547 3367

I6 Nov 1 Oct 31 2688t 71773 39910

17 Nov 1 Oc G 31 46176g 251552 159Z03

18 ag ug 9 9325 2570

19 Nov 1 Oct 3I 1 292 7121 2 10336

b6 No repemt

67 Nov i oct 31 213739 72612

49 tax 24 oct 31 6805 47 0 1605

Totais 1 561 154 6zo 9 476 g78


