C. W. BEACH

DIVISION ENGINEER OF IRRIGATION DIVISION
NUMBER TWO

31 MASONIC BLDG.
P, O BOX 1423
PUEBLO, COLORADO

December 15, 1948.

19048
ANNUAL REPORT

M. C, Hinderlider
State Engineer
Denver, Colorado
Dear Sir:

The winter of 1947, and 1948 was cne of exceptional cold. There
was a good fall of snow in the mountains. Also there was an exceptional
fall of moisture in the Spring months. ‘

Merch had & rainfall of 1.82 inches. The average for March is
0.59 inches. |

The ground wes so wet that it interfered with the planting of
onion seed, otherwise conditions were favorable for Spring crops.

From January l1lst, to June 30th there was an excess of moisture
of 3,97 inches. The snow runoff coupled with the extra rainfall in the
Spring furnished a good supply of water for irrigation.

We were able to fill all reservoirs with the exception of the John
Martin. After supplying all the demands for direct irrigation, and
reservoirs we were able to capture 243,600 acre feet in the John Martin
Reservoir.

Water District Number 67, and Western Kansas were entirely supplied
with the weters of the John Martin Reservoir. This enabled the upper

canals to utilized the waters of the Arkansas River.
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Below is a tabulation of the rainfall at Pueblo, with a comparison
of the average.
Nov Dec Jan Fedb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Total
1947 1947 1948 1948 1948 1948 1948 1948 1948 1948 1948 1948
0.42 0.55 1.45 0,58 1.82 1.32 2.02 2.44 0.55 3.01 0.17 0.10 14.39

AVERAGE
0.36 0450 0.31 0.49 0.59 1.31 1.60 1.36 1.94 1.82 0.75 0.66 11.69

ExCess IncheS.eeseceee 270

The total rainfall at Pueblo was 14;39 inches. The rainfall at
Las Animas wes 13,33 inches. The average is 12.59 inches.
The rainfall at Lamar was 12.59 inches. The average is 15.39 inches.
These figures show a variation of rainfall over the District, but
they agree on a surplus ﬁuring the growing season.
On July Sth, reservoir storage was stopped, and ditches were regulated
by their decrees. | '

When the irrigstion season was over, a balance of 100,000 acre feet
was left in the John Martin Reservoir, as a carry over for the 1949 seaéon,
_The John Mertin Reservoir was officially completed in October 1948,

and 1t is now possible to utilized the allowable storage capacity of
402,110 acre feet for irrigation.
A total of 27,200 acre feet of trans-mountain water was brought over;

and more could have been obtained had there been storsge space for its \

capture.,
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On Mey 1lst, a total of 474,626 acre feet of water was in storage.

Of this amount 452,050 acre feet was for irrigation. Average storage for
May 1lst, for the past 28 years is 279,188 acre feet.

On November lst, there was a total of 324;688 acre feet in storage.
of this 302,900 acre feet is for irrigation purposes. More will be ob-
tained during the winter months. The average for the past 28 years is
147,486 acre feet.

A totel of 54,833 acre feet of reservoir, and trans-mountain water
was run to csnals near Pueblo, and east of there. A charge of 6,399
écre feet was made for carrying this water.

On the whole the season was favorable for growing crops, and harvests
were good. A few districts had disastrous hail‘gtorms, and some districts
suffered from insect pest;. More efficient methods of fighting insefits
are befng used.

Prices for farm pr;ducts were lower than in 1947. We have endeavored
to keep up & careful inspection of all dags to end that no failures occur,
and property is protected.

The records of‘this bffice are consulted daily by people seeking

informaetion about canals, and reservoirs.

Yours Truly,

C. W. Beach

Div Engineer of Irrigation
Div #2

31 Masonic Building
Pueblo, Colorzdo
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