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IdNU L REPORT

Dd C F3inderlider

State Engineer

Denver Colorado

Dear Sir

1

December 15 194

The winter of 1947 nd 1948 was one o exceptional cold There

vas a good fall of snow in the moun zins lso there was an exceptional

f 1T oi moisture in the Spring months

ll arch had a r infall of 1 82 inch s The verage ior Harch s

0 59 inehes

The ground was so wet that it interfered with the planting of

onion seed otherwise conditions were favorable for Sprin crops

From January lst t o June 30th there was an e xcess of moistur

of 3 9 7 inches The sno e runoff coupled witk the ex ra rainfall ir the

Spring furnished a ood supply ofwater fbr irri ation

1 e v ere able to iill all reservoirs with the exception of the John

Bdartin kPter supplying all the demands f or c3ix ct irrigation and

reservoirs we were ahle to capture 243 000 acre feet in the John artin

Res rvoir

W ter District I umber 6 and Western Kansas were entirely supplied

with the waters of the John Iartin Reservoir This enabled the upper

canals to utilized the waters of the Arkansas River
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Below is a tabul tion of the rainfall at Pueblo with a compar son

af the average

Nov Dec Jan eb ar Apr sy June July Aug S p Oct Total
1947 1947 1948 1946 1948 1948 1948 1948 1948 1948 1948 1948

0 42 0 55 1 45 0 58 1 82 1 3 2 02 2 44 a 55 3 01 0 17 0 10 14 39

iVERAGE

0 36 0 50 0 31 0 49 0 59 1 31 1 64 1 36 1 94 1 fl2 0 75 0 66 11 69

Excess Tnches 2 0

The to al rainfall at Puebl was 14 39 inches The rainPall at

Las gnimas was 13 33 inches The average is 12 59 inches

The rainPall at Lamar was 12 59 inches The a era e is 15 39 inches

Thes fi ures show a varistion of rainfall o er the Distriet but

they agree on a surplu rin the growin settson

n July 5t reservoir stc rage w s stopped and ditches w re re ulated

by their decress

When the irrig tfon season was over a balance o 100 004 aere feet

w s left in the John I artin Reservoir as a carry over for the 1949 season

The John artin Reservoir was officialZy completed fn ctober 1948

and it is now possible to utilized t he allowable stora e cupaeity of

402 11 acre feet for irrigation

L tot il of 27 200 acre feet of tr ns mountain ter was brought ove

and more could Y ave been obt ined had there been storage space for its

capture
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On ffay 1st a total oi 4 4 626 acre fe t of ater w s in storage

Oi this amount 452 05Q acre feet w s for irrig tion ver ge storage for

day lst for the past 28 years is 279 188 acre fe t

On November lst there was a total of 324 688 cre feet in storage

Of this 302 9 30 acre fe t is for irri ation purposes ore vai11 b ob

tained durin the einter months The average for the past 28 years is

147 s486 acr e Peet

tc tal of 54 833 acre fe t oi reservair and trans mountain ater

was run to cGnel near Pueblo and east ofthere h charge of 6 399

acre feet was made for carryinq this ruter

On the whvTe the season was fa4orable for growin crops and h rvests

ere good x few districts had disastrous hail storms and some districts

suffered f rom insect pests iJiore efficient methods of ii hting in e ts

are be ng used

Prices for farm product9 were lov er than in 1947 We have endeavored

to keep up a c reful inspection of all da s to end that no failure ocour

and property is protec ed

The records af this office are consulted asily by peopie seeking

inPormation about canals and rese voirs

Yours Truly

e a

Div Engine r of Irri ation
Div 2

31 R asonic Building
Pueblo Colorado
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