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1979 ANNUAL REPORT

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT

Division I covers an area of some 28 068 square miles or approximately the
northeast one forth of the State of

Colorado Of this approximately 19 500

square miles is in the South Platte River Basin 8 165 square miles in the

Republican River Basin and 403 square miles in the Laramie River Basin

SOUTH PLATTE RIVER

The South Platte River starts at the
Continental Divide flows through South

Park down mounta in canyons out onto the plains in the Denver ares
thence

northeasterly and into Nebraska near
the northeast corner of Colorado The

flow of the South Platte is augmented by a number of tributaries in the South
Park area the principal ones being the Middle and North Forks of the South
Platte and Tarryall Creek After leaving the mountains the South Platte is
further augmented by several major tributaries arising at and east of the
Continental Divide and flowing to the South Platte from the north and west
These major tributaries entering the South Platte in the Denver to Greeley
area are Bear Clear Boulder and St Vrain Creeks and the F3ig Thompson and

Cache la Poudre Rivers Only normally minor and intermittent streams sup
plement the river flow from the South and

East However some of these such

as Plum Cherry Boxelder Kiowa Bijou Badger Beaver as well as Lone Tree

Coal Wild Cat and Pawnee Creeks from the north and west are each capable of
producing a major flood due to the extent and topography of their inc ividual
watersheds when subjected to intense precipitation

In addition to the obvious tributary
streams the South Platte River is

further supplemented very extensively
as are the tributaries themselves

by what is commonly
referred to as return flow This is water from springs

waste ditches drains seepage etc resulting generally from diversions for
various uses

precipitation and high water tables Although the return flows

resulting from the initial use of transmountain water have historically been
considered a part of the natural stream subject to distribution under the
priority system the City of Denver cantinued the operation that they insti
tuted in September 19 19 6 at which time they invoked the provisions of
37 82 106 CRS 1973 relating to the right of reuse of imported water Through

a detailed accounting system they are able to identify that protion of the
effluent from Metro Sewer which is attributable to their current importation
of Blue River water through the Roberts

Tunnel Denver then diverts by ex

change at their intake as much of this calculated Blue River water return
flow as the river flow at intake will support without injury to intervening
water rights in that section of the stream between intake and sewer discharqe
Denver also continues to study the treatment of wastewater for reuse as
portable water through the operation of a pilot

treatment plant Denver

requested permission to initiate re use of water through Moffat Tunnel be
ginning January 1 1979

The City of Aurora also claimed the reuse of their Hamestake imported water to
the extent that it could be identified and exchanged back up to their intake
This exchange was quite limited due to the lack of available stream flows to
support the exchange in addition to supplying intervening water rights and the
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Denver exchange previously discussed During those periods when Aurora

could not rnake its awn exhange they did realize some monetary benefits
from the sale of their transmountain effluent to the Central Colorado

Water Conservancy District to be used as augmentation water in support
of the Central member wells

The elevations in the South Platte Basin vary from 14 000 feet at points

along the Continental Divide to 3 400 feet at the Colorado Nebraska line
The wes ern one third of the basin is mountainous in character and pro

vides the principal source of water as the result of precipitation

Of the 12 4 1 Q0 acres in the South PZatte Basi n 9 469 470 acres are

in farms and ranches The balance of the area is owned by federal and
state governments public agencies or incZuded within municipalities

Within the farm areds are 1 239 655 irrigated acres and 1 936 745 acres

of dry land according to the 1977 Agricultural Census

The principal use of water in the mountain valleys is for meadow irri
gation Large vo2umes of water are released on meadows adjacent to the

streams and of this volume a major proportion returns to the stream for

reuse at lower elevations The largest area of mountain valley irrigation
is in South Park at elevations up to 11 000 feet Other uses in the moun

tain areas include those of small municipalities domestic stock power

mining commercial and recreation needs

The greatest use af water by far in the South Platte Basin is for agri

cultural purposes in the plains area at elevations between 3 500 and 5 000
feet The water here supports a well developed diversified agricultural

economy that ranks high nationally in productivity Much of the demand

for water in areas downstream some 40 50 miles from the mountains is

supplied from wells and by return flow from uses futher upstream

Some 5256 wells orerating under augmentation olans and as alternate

points of diversion for surface rights withdrew an estimated 565550

acre feet of water for irrigation from underground sources Wells

operating in approved augmentatian did so either by replacing water
to the stream to at least partially offset the stream depletion they

were causing or by operating under decreed priorities which were legally
entitled to be used in that manner The two m jor augmentation plans

for irr igation wells were G A S P with a membership of 2870 wells and

Central Colorado Conservancy District with a membership of 970 wells

Combined membership in these two plans accounts for some 73 percent of
the protected walls Addi ionally in the Cache la Poudre Drainage

11 percent of the protected wells operate as alternate points of diver

sion and 9 percent have been decreed as nontributary

The amount of replacement water required from plans covering wells
diverting out of priority was based upon the anticipated pumping of

hose wells The pumping was first distributed on a monthly basis over
the irrigation season and a S percent replacement of that pumping diver
sion occurring during period of senior demand was made on a concurrent
basis A total replacement 8959 Ac Ft was made to the river

Maximum replacement was at the rate of 119 8 cfs on August lOth
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Wells operating as alternate points of diversion are not regulated as
long as the decree to which they are attached is entitled to receive
water

Although several thousand propased small capacity domestic and in house
use wells have been included in decreed augmentation plans the actual

construction and use of such wells is as yet comparatively minimal

As a result of the inability in the summer of 197b to move replacement
surface water down the South Platte River in the reach between Harmony

No 1 and the South Reservation Ditches G A S P constructed three

wells upstream from the South Reservation headgate near Ovid with a

combined capability to pump 16 cfs In 1978 pump sizes on these three

wells was increased to 40 horsepower from 25 This increased production

to 22 cfs G A S P reserved the first use of these wells to supply the

replacement water for which they were responsible in that area Any

remaining capacity was then made available to those water users zn that
general area who could make use of the water either directly or by

exchange The right to use the additional capacity was on the basis of

priority of ditch rights with the user paying the prarated operation
and ownership costs

A problem which has developed in recent years and which appears to be

accelerating in magnitude is that of expanded use The principal tool

for expanding the use of water is the sprinkler system Due to the
a

greater e ficiency of sprinkler application as compared to flood or row
irrigation onZy some 50 percent to 70 percent as much water per unit
area is required by the sprinkler to satisfy crop requirements Conse

quently with a given amount of water a farmer can increase his crop avre
age 50 percent to 100 percent by converting to sprinklers Although the

individual farmer making this expanded use benefits from increased total
yield the whole river system supply is reduced by the amount of the
consumption on the increased acreage Crop water requirements remain sub

stantially constant regardless of ineans of application so sprinkler irri
gation over increased acreage reduces the net return flows to the stream

system thereby depriving downstream users of water upon which they have
historically depended for their needs

A case filed in 1978 against the weldon Valley and some irrigators under
that system was completed n I979 This case essentially provides that

any expansion accomplished before the date of the order would be allowed
urther expansion would not be allowed Our next step is to get a letter

out to all other ditch systems in Division I putting them on notice that
further expansion will be strongly opposed

The net effect of such expanded use is a reallocation of benefits with

out an appreciable overall increase in production but with increased pro

duction costs mainly due to the energy requirements for operating the
sprinklers



Two new power plant will soon be in operation in Division I Public

Service Company is constructing a plant south of Ft Morgan This plant

is known as the Pawnee Power Plant The planned supply of water for this
plant is a well field on the bank of the South Piatte River Water is

carried by pipeline to a reservoir near the plant site Public Service

Company is a member of G A S P for augmentation of these wells on a 1000

basis as a temporary plan A court filing is being prepared for a perma
nent augmentation plan

Platte River Power Authority is p2anning to begin constriction of a plant
near Wellington sometime soon There was a decree entered in Water Court
on April 24 1979 numbered W 9322 to cover water supply and augmentation

The search for wells operating without benefit of the required augmentation
plan resumed with new vigor dur ing the summer of 1979 Our field crew
tagged approximately 500 wells Of that total 200 did not respond as
r equested in our tqg notice ar d will be the first to be observed in 1980
Thirty three were found to be abandoned or unused and 245 joined one of
the existing augmentation plans
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REPUBLICAN RIVER

The Republican River Basin in Eastern Colorado covers 5 226 000 acres

Of this area 4 350 770 acres are in farm and ranch land with 226 109

acres under irrigation and 4 124 661 acres of dry land as reported in
the 1969 Agricultural Census

This area is relatively dry and the surface streams many of which are

intermittent provide only enough water for some lands adjacent thereto
The normal precipitation in this area is about 17 1 inches of which 13 6

inches or 80 percent fa11s during the April through September period

Supplies from sur ace streams continue to decline This decline is

generally attributed to the operation of wells in the designated ground

water basins where the regulatory guidelines provide for 40 percent de
pletion of available supplies in the Ogallala formation within a 25

year period 5tudies indicate that the Ogallala has historically pro
vided a substantial portion of the surface flows and consequently as
those aquifer levels drop the normal outflow from them is diminished

L
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LARAMIE RIVER

The Laramie River Basin in North Central Colorado contains 258 000 acres
of which 4 800 acres are irrigated and 15 000 acres are nonirrigated ranch

land accor i g to the 1964 Agricultural Census

This basin is a mountain valley with the principal water use being for
meadow irrigation and livestock purposes There are no municipalities

or villages in this basin so the domestic uses are minimal

The Laramie River and its tributaries did not produce enough water during

the 1977 irrigation season to satisfy the allotments in Colorado under
the Laramie River Agreement and the 1957 Federal Court Order The said

court order provides that 19 875 acre feet of Laramie River water or its
tributaries in Colorado may be annually diverted for use outside of the
Laramie River Basin and that in addition 29 500 acre feet may be annually
diverted for irrigation use within the Laramie River drainage with no

more than 1 800 acre feet of such amount to be used after July 31 of each
year The Laramie River Agreement between the users of water in Colorado

being the meadowland users and the transmountain diverters further pro

vides for volumetric allotments to designated lands within the basin
This amounts tn 6 0887 acre feet per acre for the season of which only

0 3715 acre feet may be diverted after July 31

The 1979 meadowland diversions totaled 22 469 acre feet and transbasin
diversions to Water District No 3 totaled 15 464 acre feet from those

sources subject to the Federal Court Order

The continuing high cost of agricultural production and reduced income
have forced the sale of some ranches in the Laramie River Valley



The following tabulation reveals tl e precentage of the stream flows for 1979
as compared with the previous 10 years both for the entire water year and

for the April through September irrigation season at several of the principal

stream gaging stations Stream flows for 1979 are from preliminary records

COMPARATIVE STREAM FLOWS

WATER YEAR

1967 THRli 76 APRIL THRU SEPT

AVERAGE 1979 1979 67 THRU 76 1979 1979

AC FT 1 C FT o AVG AVG AC FT AC FT o AVG

SOUTH PLATTE @
DEN ER 272 620 241 100 88 220 478 205 330 93

SOUTH PLATTE

HENDERSON 388 350 343 600 88 284 090 267 000 94

SOUTH PLATTE @

FT LUPTON 186 132 344 400 185 i34 26 258 900 193

SOUTH PLATTE @

KERSEY 769 320 1 0 9 000 136 493 520 818 900 166

SOUTH PLATTE C

WELDONli 530 950 344 600

SOUTH PLATTE @

BALZAC 418 750 499 800 119 301 060 452 600 150

SOUTH PLATTE @

JULESBURG 454 740 466 300 103 274 180 405 800 148

CLEAR CREEK @

GOLDEN 155 480 153 500 99 133 000 139 700 105

CLEAR CREEK @

DERBY 73 080 71 400 98 59 520 68 090 114

BOULDER CREEK @

ORODELL 58 000 60 950 105 47 860 49 580 104

ST VRAIN CREEK @

LYONS 86 230 120 600 140 79 520 107 960 136

ST VRAIN CRE K

NR PLATTEVILLE 176 840 228 300 129 121 100 181 100 150

BIG THOMPSON @

CANYON 59 820 62 490 104 48 880 56 270 115

BIG THOMPSON

NR LA SALLE 74 350 118 700 160 47 140 92 040 195

CACHE LA POUDRE @

CANYON 229 320 274 200 120 215 880 264 000 122

CACHE LA POUDRE

NR GREELEY 104 900 195 500 186 62 010 161 800 261
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WATER SUPPLY

A SNOW PACK

December and January snowfall in the higher mountains led forcasters to predict
that tne spring and summer runoff would be average to slightly above average
February snowfall was below normal but last March and early April snowfall
produced a snowpack that was well above

average at the beginning of May Above

average precipitatign during May and June coupled with the above average snow
pack allowed the filling of most area reservoirs and led to an excellent water
supply forcast Tabulations of water supply outlook and snow measurement

summaries as of May 1979 follows

WATER SUPPLY OUTLOOK

STREAM

Coal Creek

M Tork S Platte

N Fork Cache la Poudre

Ralston Creek

Rock Creek

South Platte Greeley to

Fort Morgan

South Platte Fort Morgan

to Sterling

South Platte below Sterling

SPRING SEASON

Excellent

Av rage

Excellent

Excellent

Excellent

Average

Average

Average

LATE SEASON

Average

Fair

Average

Average

Average

Average

Average

Average

Expressed as POOR FAIR AVERAG EXCELLENT with respect to Usual Supply

SUMMARY OF SNOW MEASUREMENTS

RIVER BASIN AND OR

SUB WATERSHED

Big Thompson
Boulder

Cache la Poudre

Clear Creek

Saint Vrain

South Platte

1963 1977 Period

NO OF COURSES

AVERAGED

5

3

9

5

3

7

THIS YEAR S SNOW 4JATER

AS PERCENT OF

LAST YEAR AVERAGE

121 122

90 99

122 118

90 98

152 136

142 126
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FLOODS

No severe flooding occured in Division One during the 1979 Water yeazr

The follocaing tabulation shows the annual flows in acre feet at the major
control gaging stations in the Division and the highest instantaneous peak
flow during the period

Most figures are preliminary reports and subject to revision

STATION

WATER YEAR A F

Oct l 1978 to Sept 30 1979

South Platte below Cheesman

North Fork at South Platte

South Platte at South Platte

Bear Creek at Morrison

Bear Creek at heridan

South Platte at Denver

Clear Creek Nr Golden

Upper Station

Clear Creek at Derby
South Platte at Henderson

Middle Boulder Creek at Orodell

South Boulder Creek at Eldorado

Coal Creek at Plainview

St Vrain Creek at Lyons

St Vrain at Platteville

Big Thompson at Canyon 1

Big Thompson at LaSalle

Cache la Poudre at Canyon

Cache la Poudre at Greeley
South Platte at Kersey
Sauth Platte at Balzac

South Platte at 7ulesburg

91 940

192 200

305 300

44 050

44 470

241 100

153 500

71 400

343 600

60 950

42 690

5 960

120 600

228 300

62 490

128 700

274 200

195 500

1 049 000

499 800

466 300

INSTANTANEOUS

PEAK FLOWS

DATE C F S

7 6 79

6 14 79

6 17 79

6 9 79

6 11 79

8 16 79

6 17 79

6 8 79

5 21 79

7 2 79

7 3 79

6 9 79

6 15 79

6 10 79

6 15 79

6 16 79

6 17 79

6 18 79

6 10 79

6 12 79

6 15 79

855

1250

1830

530

773

4260

1530

1630

7600

599

326

96

1060

3450

1410

1850

3330

3000

I5400

10060

7450

1 Does not include 102 830 A F which was diverted via Foothills Canal
and Dille Tunnel and returned to the river below station
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WATER SUPPLY

UNDERGROUND WATER

The activity of the Groundwater Section of the State Engineer s Office
continues to hectic The following tabulation is indicative of the

magnitude of this activity

APPLICATIONS

RECEIVED

PERMITS

ISSUED DENIALS

TOTAL

TRANSACTIONS

EXEMPT 4 357 4 090

68 9 152

NON EXEMPT 419 218

These figures are for the period January l 1979 to November 30 1979

Tota1 transactions for 1979 were 91 percent of the 10 040 for the com
parable eleven month period in 1978

13
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HYDROGRAPHIC REPORT

DIVISION ONE

1979

GENERAL

The 1979 Water Year could be considered normal in that most of the Hydro

graphic activity was devoted to measurement and record processing rather
than repair and replacement No major flooding occurred although runoff

water volumes were high and sustained

HYDROGRAPHIC ACTIVITY

The following measurements were made by Division One Hydrographers during
the Irrigation Water Year November 1 1978 to October 31 1979

HYDROGRAPHER

Allison W E

Appelgren P S

Bell T S

Coffer H R

Cooper R E

McDanold J C

Mast G N

Robinson D L

West K C

Wittler R J

NUMSER OF MONTHS

9

3

12

12

12

12

12

2

3

3

NUMBER OF MEASUREMENTS

TOTAL

161

51

197

146

188

229

317

37

0

0

1326

Total mileage in hydrographic vehicles was 93 601 Significant contribution

to the totai hydrographic effort was made by the three summer employees who
made some of the above measurements Measurements ar mileage by Glen Brees
or Bud Walcher in Division One are not included above

14



SUPPLENIENTAL HYDROGRAPHIC REPORTS

ANNUAL REPORT

COLORADO BIG THOMPSON PROJECT

1979

The Colorado Big Thompson Project is a cooperative effort between the
U S Bureau of Reclamation the Northern Colorado Water Conservancy
District and the Division of Water Resources Water is diverted from
the Western Slope through Alva B Adams Tunnel Power is generated in

a series of five power plants by the Bureau then the water is distrib

uted to East Slope users by the Conservancy District

ACTIVE PROJECT STORAGE

Western Slope

Green Mountain

Willow Creek

Granby
Shadow Mountain

Grand Lake

Total Acre Feet

Eastern Slope

Marys Estes Pinewood

and Flatiron

Carter

iiorsetooth

Boulder

Total Acre Feet

Nov 1 1978

103 880

8 170

199 920

1 210

313 180

4 570

49 330

51 720

2 160

107 78p

Nov 1 1979

112 540

7 620

315 660

Diff

8 660

550

115 740

980 230

436 800 123 620

4 690

60 010

94 480

350

159 530

120

10 680

42 760

1 810

51 750

Total active storage total reserv ir storage less dead storage was

596 330 acre feet on I3ovember l I979 This compares with 420 960 acre
feet on November 1 1978 and with 97M63Z acre feet total active project
storage capacity

15



DISTRIBIITION OF PROJECT WATER

TOTAL

L ATER DISTRICT CARRIER ACRE FEET

1 Hansen Feeder Canal via Big Thompson 3 580

3 Hansen Supply Canal via Cache 1a Poudre 46 020

Direct Delivery 9 390

4 Hansen Feeder Canal via Big Thompson 30 030

St Vrain Supply via Little Thompson 6 860

Direct Delivery 10 420

5 St Vrain supply Canal via St Vrain 11 520

Direct Delivery 12 Z40

6 Boulder Cr Supply Cana1 via Boulder Cr 7 820

Direct Delivery 4 500

Total to all districts including replacement 144 870

Quota water declared available 600 or 185 850 ac ft

Replacement water SO10 ac ft

MATERIAL BALANCE PROJECT WATER DISTRIBUTION

ESTES PARK AREA

INFI OW

WESTERN SLOPE WATER

Alva B Adams Tunnei

EASTERN SLOPE WATER

Wind River

Big Thompson River
Fish Creek

NOV l 1978 NOV 1 1979

196 800

1 730

112 300

2 550

Storage November 1 1978 2 810

TOTAL ACRE FEET

316 190

16



UUTFLOW NOV l I978 NOV 1 1979

Estes Park Water District 28

Town of Fstes Park 360

Estes Foo hills Canal 2 gt 2

Big Thompson River 38 130

Storage Nov 1 3979 2 350

Apparent Gain 4150 acre feet

CARTER LAKE ARFA

INFLOW

Estes Foothills Canal 278 700

Storage Pinewood Flatiron Nov 1 1978 1 760

Storage Carter Nov l 1978 49 330

Dille Tunnel 21 750

OUTFLQW

Hansen Feeder Canal 112 400

Big Thompson River 111 400

St Vrain Supply Canal 45 480

Direct Diversion 4 590

Storage Carter Nov 1 1979 60 010

Storage Pinewood Flatiron Nov l 1979 1 840

Apparent Loss 15 820 acre feet

HORSETOOTH AR A

INFLOW

Hansen Feeder Canal

Storage Nov l 1978

OUTFLOW

Hansen Supply Canal

Direct Delivery
Storage Nov 1 1979

Apparent Loss 8 990 acre feet

107 140

51 720

46 300

9 090

94 980

TOTAL ACRE F EET

320 340

351 540

335 720

158 860

149 870
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INFLOW

Boulder Feeder Canal

Storage No l 1978

OUTFLOW

BOULDER AREA

NOV 1 1978 NOV l 1979 TOTAL ACRE FEET

Boulder Creek Supply Canal

Dry Creek Replacement
Storage Nov l 1979

Apparent 1955 690 acre feet

SUMMATIONS

Estes Park Area

Carter Lake Area

Horsetooth Area

Boulder Area

Total Apparent Project Loss

13 700

2 160

14 320

550

350

4 150

15 820

8 990

690

15 860

15 170

21 350
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OPERATION SKIM

In conjunction with the Colorado Big Thompson Project Operation Skim

diverts Big Thompson River water for power generation purposes and returns
it to the river Upper Big Thompson River water is diverted through Estes
Foothills Canal into Olympus Tunnel for power generation at Polehill and
I latiron Power Plants Near the mouth of Big Thompson Canyon river water

is diverted thraugh Dille Tunnel River water from both diversions is

then returned to the river through the Big Thompson Power Plant Skim

operations for the 1979 irrigation water year were as f4 1 i ow

MONTH

November

December

January

February

March

April

May
June

July
August

September

October

Harold R Coffer

Water Resource Engineer

WATER DIVERTED

ACRE FEET

680

530

570

490

300

980

21 540

34 210

19 550

15 080

6 060

2 840

102 830

19
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RESERVOIR STORAGE DISTRICT NO 1

NAME

Empire

Riverside

Jackson

Bijou No 2

North Sterling
Prewitt

Klug

Bootleg
Heart

Giffin No 1

Giffin No 2

Adams Bunker No l

Adams Bunker No 2

SOURCE

South Platte

South Platte

South Platte

South Platte

South Platte

South Platte

Boxelder Creek

Boxelder Creek

Little Crow Creek

Lone Tree Creek

Lone Tree Creek

Little Crow Creek

Little Crow Creek

TOTAL

AMOUNT A F

0 31 7 8 4 30 7 9

5043

12692

11343

0

17360

7460

0

0

0

0

0

25

0

53923

33858

57894

35195

4460

70040

28600

0

0

0

8 8

21

197

55

230328 8

10 31 7 9

8825

24781

19577

3220

44177

16264

0

0

0

0

2

0

0

116846

21



C

NAME

Barr

Horsecreek

Prospect

Lord

Milton

Lc wer Latham

Standley

Behrns

Beulah

Bowles No 1

Bowles No 2

Brantner No 2

Carlin

Church Lower I ake

Coal Ridge

Fulton Waste

German No 2

German No 3

German No 4

German No 6

German No 8

German No 9

German No 12

H A Smith

Great Western

Henry
J B Smith

Irland No 1

Irland No 5

La I ore

Loloff

Marshall

Maul

Meek No 1

Meek No 2

Mose Davis No 2

North Star

Olds

Parson Holms

Thampson

RESERVOIR STORAGE DISTRICT NQ 2

SOURCE

South Platte

South Platte

South Platte

South Platte

South Platte

South Platte

Clear Creek

South Platte

South Platte

South Platte

South Platte

Brantner Gulch

South Platte

Dry Creek

Little Dry Creek
South Platte

Big Dry Creek

Big Dry Creek

Beg Dry Creek
Big Dry Creek

Big Dry Creek

Big Dry Creek

Big Dry Creek
South Platte

Clear Creek

South Platte

Todd Creek

South Platte

South Platte

Seepage

South Platte

Brantner Gulch

First Creek

South Platte

Sou h Platte

South Platte

Big Dry Creek
South Platte

Second Creek

Big Dry Creek

AMOUNT A r

1 0 37 7 8

2664

280

626

0

2314

4325

24570

37

25

15

45

11

0

68

369

315

80

3

30

16

27

9

70

40

1745

0

120

3

0

367

72

30

20

35

8

72

116

0

0

200

4 30 7g

29388

15540

4390

136

19580

5976

33867

30

10

0

65

11

31

90

11

400

80

4

30

20

45

15

90

50

1419

1

150

118

15

360

iio

30

25

0

80

125

0

0

225

10 31 7 9

10842

5630

3458

0

15486

5193

33867

17

70

5

50

11

0

90

474

350

60

4

30

10

54

18

92

20

2645

3

150

25

4

319

72

25

20

20

3

2 5

129

0

0

180



NAM

Matison

Karsh

Hamilton

Francis

Brunner

Burnett Deisher

r

L

C

RESERVOIR STORAGE DTSTRICT NO 2 CONTINUED

SOURCE

Big Dry Creek

Big Dry Creek
Seepage

Gulch

Seepage

Seepage

TOTAL

AMOUNT 71 F

0 31 7 8 4 30 7 9

8

2

1

1

1

17

38757

15

8

1

4

53

21

112726

10 31 7 9

6

4

1

5

53

25

79645
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NAME

Fossil Creek

Halligan

Clarks Lake

Indian Creek

N Poudre No 2

N Poudre No 3

N Poudre No 4

N Poudre No 5

N Poudre No 6

N Poudre No 15

Park Creek

N Poudre Minor

Cobb

Dougias

Res No 8

Res No 8 Annex

Windsor Res

Chambers

Long Draw

Black Hollow

Curtis

KZuver

Lindenmeier

Long Pond
Richards

Rocky Ridge
W S S No 3

W S S No 4

Terry Lake
Worster Res

Timnath Res

Windsor Lake

Barnes Meadow

Big Beaver
Comanche

Peterson

Seaman

Twin Lake

Claymore

Dowdy
Joe Wright

Eaton Law Res

RESERVOIR STORAGE DISTRICT NO 3

SOURCE

Cache La Poudre

N FK Cache La Poudre

N FK Cache La Poudre

N FK Cache La Pouclre

N FK Cache La Poudre

N FK Cache La Poudre

N FK Cache La Poudre

Cache La Poudre

Cache La Poudre

N FK Cache La Poudre

N FK Cache La Poudre

N FK Cache La Poudre

Cache La Poudre

Cache La Poudre

Cache La Poudre

Cache La Poudre

Cache La Poudx e

Wright Trap Fall

Long Draw
Cache La Poudre

Cache La Poudre

Cache La Poudre

Cache La Poudre

Cache La Poudre

Cache La Poudre

Cache La Poudre

Cache La Poudre

Cache La Poudre

Cache La Poudre

Sheep Creek
Cache La Pouc re

Cache La Poudre

Barnes Meadow

Big Beaver Creek

Big Heaver Creek
Unnamed Creek

N FK Cache La Poudre

Trib of Pennock

Cache La Poudre

Pine Creek

Joe Wright Creek

Cache La Poudre

AMOUNT F

10 31 7 4 30 7 9

1322

465

568

1399

18 98

0

573

2828

0

1284

2051

3535

5337

5597

1837

5516

4579

7224

3409

629

751

330

2795

219

2973

2256

739

4639

93

4482

969

2Q84

0

0

0

1046

0

529

595

0

7571

2186

690

1339

2241

0

995

2828

15

52

5676

4745

8678

6284

1893

16333

2930

8083

4171

524

687

266

2989

38

3323

2893

69Q

5F35

647

9948

1005

I296

0

0

0

1970

0

730

630

0

84

10 31 79

2165

100

548

1906

1480

0

955

2828

29

4248

6169

19950

6300

7764

2735

10077

4351

7923

4459

874

802

504

2738

670

3283

3840

835

2710

12

8642

1018

2469

0

0

0

2052

0

550

907

0

228

24



NAM

Gray Lakes
Panhandle Creek

Portner

Seeley
Warren Lake

Woods Lake

Horsetooth

RESERVOIR STORAGE DISTRICT NO 3 OCONTINUED

SOURCE

Boxelcler Creek

Panhandle Creek

Fossil Creek

Cache La Poudre

Cache La Poudre

Cache La Poudre

Colo Big Thompson

TOTAL

AMOUNT A 1

0 31 78 4 30 79

841

284

740

277

1474

78167

I101

841

578

1147

290

2064

77442

193528

10 31 79

661

841

405

1101

606

1724

103084

224543
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RESERVOIR TORAGE DISTRICT NO 4

NAP1E SOURCE

Boulder Laritn r Little Thompson

Boyd Lake Big Thompson
Carter Colo Big Thompson
Cemetary Lake Big Thompson
Donath Big Thompson
Fairport Big Thompson
Geo Rist Buckingham Aig Thompson
Hertha Res Dry Creek
Horseshoe Res Big Thompson
Lake Loveland Big Thompson
Lawn Lake Roaring Fork
Lon Hagler Big thompson
Lone Tree Res Big Thompson
Loveland Lake Big Thompson
Mariano Big Thompson
Okiahoma Big Thompson
Rist Benson Res Big Thompson
Ryan Gulch Res Ryan Gulch

South Side Res Big Thompson
Welch Big Thompson

TOTAL

AMOUNT A F

10 31 78 4 30 79

1586

33498

52509

359

373

185

269

454

4008

3214

817

2448

1844

648

1088

274

341

543

294

3514

08266

4530

38287

106608

359

1115

192

231

1386

4280

8980

817

2504

7621

791

4917

260

305

696

349

3720

187948

10 31 79

3732

37236

63240

340

341

227

196

712

6686

12736

817

4951

8091

781

4657

320

0

623

328

5879

1S1893

26



NAME

Feaver Lake

Foothills

Highland No 1

Highland No 2

Highland No 3

McIntosh

Pleasant Valley
Oligarchy No 1

Union

Left Hand Park

Left Hand Valley
Button Rock

RESERVOIR STORAGE DISTRICT N0 5

SOURCE

Beaver Creek

St Vrain

St Vrain

St Vrain

St Vrain

St Vrain

St Vrain

St Vrain

St Vrain

Lef t Hand

Left Hand

N St Vrain

TOTAL

AMOUNT A F

0 31 78 4 30 7g

679

960

497

2377

503

482

2079

1358

10645

685

2422

12319

35006

1062

3109

497

3074

507

2279

2843

1698

12715

746

3783

12413

44726

10 31 7 9

1167

2308

884

2394

1169

1981

2492

1640

12715

1548

2959

14201

45458

27
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NAME

Marshall

Great Western

Baseline

McKay
Albion

Barker

Boulder

Goose Lake

Gross

Hillcrest

Leggett

Valmont

Six Mile

Silver

Panama No l

RESERVOIR STC RAG llISTRICT NU 6

SOURCE

AMOUNT A F

1 0 31 78 4 30 79

South Boulder Creek 2636

Clear Coal Creeks 1746

S M oulder Czeek 2g39

South Boulder Creek 21I

Albion Creek 554
M Boulder Creek g 7 2

Big Thompson Project 3461

North Boulder Creek 1036

S M Boulder Creek 23109

S M Boulder Creek 1701
S M Boulder Creek 1225

S M Boulder Creek 6253

Middl e Boulder Creek 7g4

North Boulder Creek 3086

Middle Boulder Creek 3765

TOTAL 61178

8854

1596

3807

717

1111

197

6245

1036

15101

1812

1306

6517

1089

107

3944

53439

10 31 79

4623

2635

3455

633

1111

9160

1650

1036

29010

1939

1400

6813

1022

3627

3693

71807
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NAME

Maple Grove

Ralston

Tucker

Long Lake

Standley

FtESERVOIR STORAGE DISTRICT N0 7

SOURCE

South Clear Creek

Moffat via Gross

Ralston

Ralston Creek

Clear Creek

TOTAL

AMOUNT A F

10 31 7 8 4 30 7 9

489

7018

293

688

24309

32797

528

5483

619

I274

33653

41557

10 31 7 9

664

7188

273

1365

33544

43034
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NAME

Aurora Rampart

Chatfield

Cherry Creek
Marston

McLellen

Platte Canyon

f2ESEi2VOIR STORAGE DISTRICT NO 8

SOURCE

South Platte

South Platte

Cherry Creek

South Platte

South Platte
South Platte

AMOUNT A F

1 0 31 7 8 9 30 7 9

114

8803

11900

13368

3058

917

TOTAL 38160

1250

9287

10801

15651

3898

921

41808

10 31 7 9

1118

26097

10380

12123

5210

919

55847

30



RESERVOIk STORAGE DISTRICT N0 9

NAME

Soda No 1 West

Soda No 2 East

Kendrick

Patrick

Deane

ergen No 1 East

Bergen No 2 West

Ward

Henry Lake
Harriman

Bowles

Johnston

Tule No l Upper

Tule No 2 Lower

Grant A West

Grant B South

Grant C East

Kingfisher Lake

Willow Sp No l

SOURCE

Bear Creek

Bear Creek

Bear Creek

Bear Creek

Tu key Creek

Turkey Creek

Turkey Creek
Bear Creek

Bear Creek

Bear Creek

Bear Creek

Bear Creek

South Platte

South Platte

Bear Creek

Bear Creek

Bear Creek

Turkey Creek

Turkey Creek

TOTAL

AMOUNT A r

Q 31 7 8 4 30 7 9

0

40

50

495

107

240

490

455

87

245

750

222

84

90

0

105

34

5

10

3509

244

1481

275

694

342

479

605

700

87

560

1760

222

84

90

0

105

34

50

50

7862

10 31 7 9

72

1134

275

1019

282

415

423

710

I34

620

1910

621

84

90

0

237

92

55

45

8218

31



NAME

Antero

Eleven Mile

Jefferson

Montgomery

RES ERVOIR STORAGE DISTRICT NO 23

AMOUNT A F

SOURCE 10 31 7 B 4 30 7 9 10 31 7 9

So Fk South Platte

So Fk South Platte

Jefferson Lake

Md k k South Platte

and Hoasier Tunnel

TOTAL

13365

89961

0

3948

107274

15720

9 0981

556

107257

15957

97954

617

4433

118961
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RESERVOIR STORAGE DISTRICT NO 64

NAMi SOUKCi

AMOUNT A F

1 0 31 7 8 4 30 7 9

7ulesburg Res South Platte 5198

North Sterling South Platte 17360
Prewitt South Platte 7460

TOTAL 30018

23848

70040

28600

122488

10 31 7 9

20078

42903

16512

79493
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COMPACTS

SOUTH PLATTE RIVER COMPACT

The Colorado Nebraska Compact on the South Platte provides that Colo

rado shall have the full use of the river water between the fifteenth of

October of anp year and the first day of April of the succeeding year but
that between the first day of April and the Fifteenth of October of each
year Colorado shall not permit diversions from the river below the Wash

ington Morgan County line to supply water rights having priority dates
junior to June 14 1897 to the extent that they would diminish the flow
of the river at the Julesburg gaging station below a daily mean flo i of
120 cfs

Normally it is not necessary to curtail any surface c iversion in Colorado

to honor the compact because stream flows are inadequate to satisfy al l the
water rights senior to the compact date

Preliminary flow data for the Jul sburg station indicates that during the
197 day period from April 1 to October 15 1979 the mean daily flow dropped
beiow 120 cfs on 34 days The daily flow for the 197 days averaged 1054
cfs

The following tabulation summarized the monthly South Platte River flows at
the Julesburg Gage

PERIOD

1

April

May

June

July

August

September

October

1 14 incl

TOTAL FLOW

FOR PERIOD

AC FT

2

17710

47580

259700

18380

42620

19390

5990

DAILY MP X DAILY MIN AVERAGE DAYS LESS
FLOW FLOW DAILY FLOW THAN

CFS CFS CFS 120 CFS

3 4 5 6

407 188 298 0

1520 122 774 0

7420 1590 4364 0

1560 48 306 18

2320 34 693 10

800 170 326 6

238 163 216 0
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REPUBLICAN RIVER COMPACT

The Republican River Compact allocates water to the signatory states Colo

rado Kansas and Nebraska on the basis of beneficial consumptive use

Colorado s total allocation of 54 100 acre feet is broken down as follows

n
J

North Fork of the Republican River
Arikaree River Drainage Basin

South Fork o the Republican River

Beaver Creek Drainage Basin

Drainage Basin

Drainage Basin

and in addition for beneficial consumptive use in

Colorado annually the entire water supply of the

Frenchman Creek River Drainage Basin in Colorado

and the Red Willpw Creek Drainage Basin in Colorado

10 000 ac ft

15 400 ac ft

25 400 ac f t

3 300 ac ft

The computed annual consumptive use in Colorado in the Republican River
Basin for the 1978 water year the last year for which official figures are

available was as follows

STREAM

North Fork of

South Fork of

Arikaree River

Beaver Creek

Republican River

Republican River

LARAMIE RIVER COMPACT

CONSUMPTIaN

61 30 Ac Ft

11770

4180

0

22080

o OF A7LOCATION

61 30

46 3

27 1

0

40 8 0

The 1957 decree of the Inited States Supreme Court Iimits the diversions from

the Laramie River and its tributazies to 49 375 acre feet annually for the
State of Colorado Of that amount 19 875 acre feet are allocated to Trans

mountain Users nd the remaining 29 500 acre feet ta the Meadowland Users
within the river basin The Meadowland Users are further restricted to

diversions of not more than 1800 acre feet after Ju y 31 of each year In

the event that the Transmountain Users do not divert their full allotment
the Meadowland Users may divert the difference between the 19 875 acre feet
and the actual amount so diverted within the same year

Sand Creek which arises in Colorado later becoming tributary to the

Laramie River in Wyoming is not included within the terms of the compact

Instead Colorado and Wyoming have a working agreement whereby senior water
rights on Sand Creek in Wyoming are recognized before junior diversions are
made in Colorado through the Wilson Supply Canal a transbasin diversion

In 1979 the transmountain diversions under the Laramie River Compact
totaled 15 464 acre feet or 770 of the 19 875 acre feet Compact allowance
The meadowland diversions totaled 22 469 acre feet or some 76 percent of
the allotment Total Colorado diversions were 37 933 acre feet or 76 8
percent of the total allotment of 49 375 acre feet
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COUR T STIPULATIONS 7 ND LITIGATION

The big case filed in 1978 was the State against the Weldon Valley
Ditch Co W 9427 which attempted to address the question of expanded

use of a surface diversion A stipulation for entry of judgement was
approved December 19 1979 by Judge Behrman which stated that all

expansion done before the complaint was filed on November 18 1978

would be allowed and all subsequent expansion along the Weldon Valley
Ditch would not be allowed The task now is to put all other ditch

companies and water users on notice using the Weldon Valley Ditch
stipulation as our guide

A Memorandum and Decision of Order was issued by Judge Behrman October
3 1979 in case W 7795 Buffalo Park Development Company The question

was whether or not well permits that are valid at the time of filing
an application for water rights in the court expire if an extension
is not requested The Judge determined that these permits did not

expire and the provisions of CR5 37 90 137 were fulfilled as required

by CRS 37 92 305 in that the court had the benefit of reviewing the
findings of the State Engineer

A verbal policy statement was made by the Judge in December indicating
that movement of a we11 over 00 feet from the decreed location or

changing section quarter would require the filing of a change of water
right
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DAMS

A RESERVOIRS

L PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS

The following list includes the dams for which plans and specifications
have heen appYOVed this year The list is arranged by water district and

in order of approval within districts

PALNS AND SPECIFICATIONS APPROVED

NAME WD OWNER

Raw Water Reservoir 1 Public Service Co of Colo

Dam

Wildcat Dam 1 Riversicle Irriyation Co

Pawnee Treated Water 1 Public Service Co of C lo

Dam

Warren Lake Dam 3 Warren Lake Res Co

Floodwater Retarding 3 Soil Conservations Serv

Dam

Isabel Myron Res 5

Dam

Blumn Reservoir Dam 7 City of Arvada

Blumn Reservoir Dam 7 City of Arvada

Chicago Creek Res 7

Dam

TYPE

Spec

Changes

New

Spec

Changes

Spec

Changes

New

Repair

Spec

Changes

Spec

Changes

Repair

DATE

APPROVED

2 1 79

5 2 79

9 4 79

2 5 79

9 25 79

7 2 79

2 26 79

5 7 79

9 21 79
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DAMS

RESERVOIFS

2 IIVSPECTIONS

Several inspections were made this past year The following partial
list includes the final inspections for new construction and repair
inspections where problems were encountered and routine inspections
In additiori to state inspections several high hazard dams were inspec

ted by the Corps of Engineers and by private Engineering Consultants
as a part of the National Dam Safety Program

NAME DATE

DISTRICT NO 1

Pawnee Treated Water Reservoir Dam

Pawnee Raw Water Reservoir Dam

DISTRICT NO 2

Milton Dam

DISTRICT NO 3

South Gray Reservoir Dam
Middle Lone Pine Dam

Warren Lake Reservoir Dam

DISTRICT NO 5

Myron Isabel Reservoir Dam

DISTRICT 10 6

Fredrick Reservoir Dam

DISTRICT NO 7

Maple Grove Reservoir Dam

DISTRICT N0 8

Holly Dam

DISTRICT NO 23

Buffalo Creek Dam

DISTRICT NO 64

Julesburg Reservoir Dam

North Sterling Reservoir Dam

9 25 79

9 25 79

4 19 79

2 22 79

4 4 79

7 3 79

9 5 79

5 21 79

4 19 79

7 31 79

4 19 79

3 23 79

3 23 79
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LIVESTOCK WATER TANKS EROSION CONTROL DAMS

The total number of livestock water tanks and erosion control dams

approved between November 1 1978 and October 31 1979 are presented

below in tabular form

DISTRICT NO OF LIVESTOCK TOTAL CAPACITY NO OF EROSION TOTAL CAPACITY

TANKS AF CONTROL DAMS AF

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

23

48

64

65

79

80

TOTAL

8

1

1

10

26 4

0

10 0

44 4

7

1

10

42 0

ii7

CS

50 0
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WATER RIGHTS

TABULATION AND ABANDONMENT

This office has received a number of inquiries and protests to the

tabulation during the past year Most of these inquiries ar d protests

involved clerical type errors that were found by owners These errors

have been corrected as the information comes in and the computer file

has been updated on a periodic basis

The number of objections to the 1978 abandonment list has been much

sma ler than anticipated during 1979 However we may see an increase

in objections as the July l 1980 deadline approaches

The tabulations and abandonment list is covered by CRS 37 92 402

C J
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WATER RIGHTS

MONTH

January

February

Ma rch

April

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December

Yearly Totals

WATER DIVISION N0 ONE CASES FILED

NEW NO OF

APPLICATIONS STRUCTURES QUADRLIV INIAI S

17 30 4

27 60 4

33 46 6

45 60 6

90 69 6

21 893 0

24 36 3

28 126 10

18 33 9

28 114 6

23 39 6

83 448 3

387 1 994 63

NO OF

STURCTURES

5

54

19

14

7

0

3

22

20

6

9

4

163
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WATER RIGHTS

MONTH

January

February

March

April

May

June

July

August

5eptember

October

Navember

Dencember

Yearly Totals

WATER BIVISION NO ONE CASES DECREED

JUDGEMENTS

1

2

15

20

24

2

30

25

12

66

24

13

234

NO OF

STRUCTURES

1

20

25

104

119

23

95

87

18

113

890

34

1 529

DISMISSAI S

0

6

13

0

4

0

2

7

8

1

0

3

44

NO OF

STRUCTURES

0

6

18

0

15

0

4

7

18

1

0

3

72
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A CONSERVANCY DISTRICTS

Central Colorado Water Greg Lafet

Conservancy District

Lower South Platte water

Conservancy District

Northern Colorado Water

Conservancy District

St Vrain Left Hand Water

Conservancy District

Upper South Platte Water

Conservancy District

Manager

Gary R Freihauf Secretary
Treasurer

Earl F Phipps Manager

Verna Sigg

Albert Wahl

Secretary

President

315 Denver Avenue

Ft Lupton 806 1

857 4352

P O Box 1725

Sterling 80751

522 1378

P O Box 679

Loveland 80537

667 2437

1735 North Main

Longmont 80501

772 4060

Jeferson 80456
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B GROUNDWATER MANAGEMIENT DISTRICTS

GROUNDWATER MANAGFMENTS DISTRICTS

NORTHEF2N HIGH PLAINS

Arikaree Groundwater Roger Brenner Manager Kirk 80812

Management District Thomas J Callaham Attorncy Wray 80758

Central Yuma Groundwater

Management District

East Cheyenne Groundwater

Management District

Frenchman Groundwater

P lanagement Deistrict

Plains Groundwater Manage

ment District

Sandhills Groundwater

Management District

W Y Groundwater Management

District

Lost Creek Goundwater

Management District

North Kiowa Groundwater

Management District

Marks Butte Groundwater

Management Bistrict

P O Box 191

Ben Saunders Mgr Wray 8075 3

Vranesh Roisch Atty P O Box 311

332 4155

Norman Arends Manager Cheyenne Wells

Atty P O Box 606

767 5318 80810

Ben Saunders Mgr Holyoke 80734

Vranesh Roisch Atty P O Box 113

854 3484

Clifford Hawthorne Manager Burlington 80807

1453 Martin Ave

346 8487

Ben Saunders Mgr Wray 80758

Vranesh Roisch Atty P O Box 311

Fred Wurtsmith Manager Yuma 80759

220 South Main

848 5333

George Bush Secy Keensburg 80643

P O Box 131

Loyd Musgrave Hoyt 80641

Ben Saunders Mgr Holyoke 80734

Vranesh Roisch Atty P O Box 113

854 3484
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C WATER USER ORGANIZATIONS

DISTRICT

1 Irrigationists

2 Consolidated Ditches

3 Cache La Poudre Water Users

4 Big Thompson Water Users

6 District Water Users

64 District 64 Protection

John Samples

W W Gaunt

Harlan Seaworth

Elmer Stroh

Milt Nelson

Alex Michels

Secy 104 West Beaver

Ft Morgan 80701

Secy 25 South 4th Avenue

Brighton 80601

Pres 11801 N Co Rd 9

Wellington 80549

Secy 23344 Weld County
Road 21 3 4

Milliken 80453

Pres 2040 Longs Peak

Longmont 80501

Secy 205 1 2 Main St

Sterling 80751
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D ORGANIZATIONS

i TER DISTRICI NO 1

DITCf I AND RFSERVOIR COMPANIFS

A A Smith Irrigati ng Canal
Reservoir Milling and
Pipeline Con any

Associatecl Ditches

Beaver Creek Ditch Car aany
Beaver Ditch Cc pany
Bijou Irrigation Car any

Bijou Irrigation District

Corona Ditch Ccgnpany
Duel and Snyder

Fort Nbrgan Canal Ccxc aany

Gill and Stevens Ditch C iy

Hillrose Irrigation District

Hoover Ditch Ccgnpany
I1iff Irrigation District

Illnois Ditch Cc any

Jackson Lake Reservoir Compaizy

Johnson Ec aards Di tch Cc any
Kiawa Bijou Groundwater Basin

Lowex Platte Beaver Irrigation

Can anY
Logan Irrigation District

Morgan Prewitt Resezvoir Co

North Sterling Irrigation

Putman Ditch Cca any
Riverside Irrigation Cc any

Riverside Irrigation District

Snyder Ditch Resezvoir Co

Tetsel Ditch Con pany
Tr nont Ditch Campany
Trcxaell Ditch Ccmpany
Upper Platte Beaver Canal Co

Union Ditch Ccmpany
Weldon Valley Ditch Company

Gpne Peterson

Jake sman

John Higgins

Charles Henry
John Samples

John Samples

Jack Orr

E L Caneva

Lindy Cnunley

Harold Hansen

Roy Boyles
Mrs Pat Peterson

Adam Koehler

Wm Farr

Lindy Cnunley

William Tramp
Donald F McClary

Don Richardson

Roy Bc yles

John Eisenach

John Sa les

Alex NLichel

Harlan Schneider

Cecil Osborne

Cecil Qsbarne

Gene Peterson

Ron Taylor

T on Lake

illis Elson

John Higgins

B B Peterson

Maurice Jones

Pres

Chaizman

Secy
Pres

Secy

Secy

Owner

Pres

Sept

Pres

Secy
Secy
Secy
Pres

Supt

Pres

Attorney

Pres

Secy

Pres

Secy

Supt

Pres

Supt

St t

Pres

Pres

Secy
Pres

Secy

Pres

Pres

Snyder 80750

Ft Nlflrgan 80701

Brush 80723

Brush 80723

104 West Beaver

Ft Morgan 80701

104 West Beaver

F Morgan 80701

Masters 80547

Rt 1

Ft Mr rgan 80701

111 East Railroad AvE

Ft N rgan 80701

Rt 1

Brush 80723

Hillrose 80733

Kersey 80644
Sterling 80751

Kersey 0644

111 East Railroa AvE

Ft Morgan 80701

Hil sose 80733

231 Main Street

Ft Morgan 80701

Ft P organ 80701

Hillrose 80733

Steriing 80751

104 West Beaver

Ft Morgan 80701

Foote Building
Sterling 0751

Masters 80547

Box 455

Ft Morgan 80701

Box 455

Ft Morgan 80701

Snyder 80750

A erino 80741

Snyder 80750

Hillrose 80733

armers State Bank

Brush 80723

Snyder 8Q750

Weldona 80653



L 1TF 2 DISTRICT NO 2

DITCH AND EtESERVOIR CONf ANIES

Big Dry eek Ditch Reservoir Mrs G R Norden

Decree

Bi rlington Ditch Reservoir Adolph Bohlender

T a rad Carq any
Brighton Ditch GExnpany George Sieber

r
U

Coal Ridge Ditch Cc any

Delta Ditch Canpany

nver Water Board

Farmers Independent Ditch Co

Farn rs Reservoir Irrigation

anY

F ilton Ditch Ccn any

Gardeners Ditch Canpany

German Ditch C any

Godfrey Ditch Cc pany
Henxylyn Irrigation District

Highland Ditch Canpany

T wer Iatham Ditch Cat any
Lupton Bottom Ditch Corr any
McCanne Ditch Reservoir Co

Robert Doughty
Stanley I7avis

352 3496

James Oglivie

John Briggs

Adolph Bohlender

Office

659 7373

W TnF Gaunt

Sylvester DiGacomo

Casper Sack

7erane Loeffler

Iawrence Gerkin

Mrs George Jurgens

Victor R Klein

Roy Nliller
E erett Kissler

Meadow Island No 1 Irrigation Y n Meyer

Cc ZY
Meadaa Island Irrigation Co Ruben Gustafson

New Brantner Ditch Cca any

North Star Reservoir C a any

Platte Valley Irrigation Co
Platteville Irrigation

Milling Ccmpany
Slate Ditch Ccatt any
Union Ditch Ca any
Walter Roberts Ditch Co

Westem Mutual Ditch Co

Wellington Resexvoir Co

Yo all Ditch Ccs any

W W Gaunt

G R Norden

Delbert Shable

John Kun n

Rabest Doughty
Mrs Frances Hill

Roy Lunvall
Ed Fritzler

Ron Heit an

I uis Karsh

Secy

Pres

Pres

Pres

Manager

Pres

Pres

Hane

284 5431

Secy

Pres

Pres

Pres

Manager

Pres

Pres

Pres

Pres

Secy

Pres

Secy

Pres

Pres

Secy

Pres

Sec

Pres

Pres

Pres

Pres

Rt 1 Box 196

Ft Lupton 80621

LaSalle 80645

Rt l Box 104

Ft Lupton 80621

Ft Lupton 80621

712 IOth Strcet

Greeley 80631

144 W Colfax

Denver

17787 Weld County
Rd 25

Platteville 80651

I Sa11e 806 5

25 South 4th Avenue

Brighton 80601

6820 York Street

Denver

Brighton 80601

IaSalle 80545

Box 141

Hudson 80642

Rt 4 Box 209 8

Greeley 80631

Kersey 80644

Platteville 80651

315 Denver Avenue

Ft Lupton 80621

Rt 2 Box 74

Platteville 80651

Rt 2 Box 145

Ft Lupton 80621

25 South 4th Avenue

Brighton 80601

Rt 1

Ft Lupton 80621

Platteville 80651

Rt 2 Box 120

Ft Lupton 80621

Ft Lupton 80621

LaSalle 80645

Greeley 80631

LaSalle 80645

Brighton 80601

Brighton 80601
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4 IP TER DISTRTCT NO 3

DITCH AND RESERVOIR CC NTPANIES

Arthur Irrigation Cca any n Stover

B H Faton Ditch Ccxr any Wayne I liller

Ir uise Kane

Boxelder Ditch Cc any I n Stover

Boyd Irrigation Carq any Roclgex Houtchens

Cache La Poudre Irrigation

any
Crys al Lakes

Divide Canal Reservoir

Ca any
Dixan Canyon Ditch

Reservoir C any

Greeley City of

Greeley Irrigation Cc any

Jackson Ditch Campany

Kern Resezvoir and Ditch

Crn any
Kitchell Resezvoir Ccmpany

Iake Canal Caripany

Lake Canal Reservoir Ca any

Larasrpr County Canal No 2

Irrigation Cc any
Larim r Weld Irrigation

Y
Tarimer Weld Reservoir

nY

Mai1 Creek Ditch Ccx ipany

New Cache La Poudre Irrigation

C ZY

New Mercer Ditch Ccxnpany

North Poudre Irrigation

anY

No 10 Ditch C x ny

Greg Jesson

Don Weixelman

Don E E gel

b n Staver

Darryl D Alleman

Edgar Bartels

Vivienne Woodward

C W Kirby

Alice Fisher

John Hartrnan

John Hartman

G n Stover

Don E E gel

Don E Engel

Ydn Stover

Jim Muroya

Wm Stover

Ben D nler

Alden Hill

Secy United Bank Building
Ft Collins 80521

Pres Kodak P O Box 98

Secy Wincisor 80550

Secy United Bank Building
Ft Collins 80521

Secy 1007 9th Avenue

Greeley 80631

Secy Rt 3 Box 772

Ft Collins 80521

P O Box 2167

3200 E Mulberry
Ft Collins 80521

Secy 106 Elm Box 206

Eaton 80615

Secy United Bank Building
Ft Collins 80521

Greeley City Hall
Greeley 80631

Secy 1301 9th Street

Greeley 80631

Secy P O Box 1584

2319 E Mulberry
Ft Collins 80521

Pres P O Box 220

aindsor 80550

Secy Rt 4

Ft Collins 80521

Secy United Bai c Building
Ft Collins 80521

Secy United Bank Building
Ft Collins 80521

Secy United Sank Building
Ft Collins 80521

Secy 106 Elm Box 206

Eaton 80615

Decy 106 Elm Box 206

Eaton 80515

Secy United Bank Building
Ft Collins 80521

5ecy 708 8th st Box 31

Greeley 80631

Secy United Bank Building
Ft Collins 80521

St t North Poudre Irr

Office Box 4

Wellinqton 80549

Secy 160 W Nk untain Ave

Ft Collins 80521
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V TER DISIRICT NO 3 OOIVTINUID

Oglivy Land Irrigatian

C any

Pleasant Valley Iake t anal

Taylor Gill Canal Cc any

Turuiel Water Cc aany

J

n
LJ

Shirley Waymen

Ward Fischer

4 rn Seaworth

Vivienne Woodward

Warren Lake Reservoir C any Lvtn Stover

Water Supply Storage Canpany Vivienne Wocx3ward

Whitney Irrigation Ccm any Robert Tigg s
Carrol Camfie d

4 tt Jones Irrigation Ccgnpany Geo Firestien

Windsor Reservoir Can l Don Engel

Secy 1007 9th Avenue

Greeley 80631

Secy lst National Bank Bld

Ft Collins 80521

Pres 2305 W Taft Hill Rd

Ft Collins 80521

Secy 2319 E Mu bery
P O Box 1584

Ft Collins 80521

SEcy United Bank Building
Ft Collins 80521

Secy 2319 E Mul bexry
P O Box 1584

Ft Collins 80521

Pres Box 1146

Secy Windsor 80550

Pres Farmers Spur

Greeley 80631

Secy 106 Elm Box 206

Eaton 80615
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DISTRICT 3 SUPERINITIIVD rS

Arthur Irrigation Canpany

B H Eaton Ditch Campany

Boxelder Ditch Cce any

Cache la Poudre Irrigation Ca any
Little Cache

Cache la Poudre Irrigation Cca any

New Cache

Canai NumbPx 3 Ditch Car any

Canan Canal

Chaffee Ditch Canpany

Coy Ditch Ccn pany

Fort Collins Filters

Gray Lakes

Greeley Fil ters

Jackson Ditch Ca any

i n Jones Irrigation C any

La ce Canal

3ohn Meyers

Allen Lamb

WilbPxt Trippel

Greg Jesson

John Lindenberg
S t

Dick Rayburn

U7indsor Lake

Phillip Smith
Timnath Res

A G Brerilcle

G D McGarvey

John Meyers

Tames Hoffinan

Ben Alexander

Supt

Vexn Nbbley
Operator

Terry VanCleave
Operator

Fred Jones

Operator

Darl Bruriner

Verlyn Richarclson

Supt

Jeff Harbert

F eynold Herbst

Darl Bninner

482 3175

686 2411

493 4256

482 7635

352 0222

352 4025

686 2807

482 0732

353 601a

484 0541

482 3175

482 4356

482 2231

493 7337

482 2446

484 1592

221 2661

352 2293

493 7337

E cl
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DISTRICT 3 SUPERINlENDENTS IPPINUF

Tarimer County N nber 2 Ditch Ccxt any

Tarimer and Weld Irrigaition Ccx any

Larimer and Weld Reserovir Cca axiy

New Mercer Ditch Company

North Poudre Trrigation Cc any

Ogilvy Ditch Ccxnpany

Pleasant Valley and Lake

Taylor and Gill Ditch Campany

Water S ply and Storage

GJhitney Ditch Cca pany

Wincisor Reservoir and Cana1

Shawn Hoff 484 5828

Faton a54 3377

John A Johnson 482 7671

Supt

Clarence Hutchinson 482 7701
Hdgt

Dale Sampson 686 2952

Lake Lee

Greg Jesson 482 7635

Shawn Hoff 484 5828

568 3612

Ben Dtunler 482 8398

Supt

Jim Greenacre 493 6103

Hdgt

Bill Mc Iurry 352 468

Don Brewster 4 82 8645
Supt

Art Wendel 221 0335

Ditch Rider

Greg Jesson 482 7635

482 3433

Jim McFall 482 7083

S pt

Ji r y McFall 482 3699
Hdgt

George Yost

Black Hollaw Res

Allen Iamb 686 2441

Eaton 454 3377

John A Johnson 482 7671
5upt

Jim Johnson 482 329

Hdgt

Victor Reynolds 686 2636

aindsor Res
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Y TER DISTRICT N0 4

DITQi AI ID RESERVOIR COMPANIES

Arki ns Water Associatian Mrs Joy Gross Secy

Bald N ountain Water Charles McAfee Secy
Associatian

Beeline Ditch Cce any Guy A 5hable Secy

Big Thcx son Manufacturi ng Robert Christensen Secy
Ditch Cc any

Big Thcn son Platte River Guy A Shable Secy
Di tch C ny

Blaaer Ditch Ca any Heriry Pope Jr Supt

Boulder Larimer County L V French Secy
Irrigation Manufacturing
Ditch Ca any Ish

Buckhorn Highline Ditch Dale L Letivis Secy
C Y

Buckhorn Water Users Associa Mrs Orlen Smith Secy
Tion

Central Weld County Water Dale D Olhausen Secy
District

Consolidated Hillsboraugh Ditch Don Davis Secy

Ccanpany
Consolidated Hane Supply Ditch W R Keirnes Secy

and Reservoir Cair pany
Clilver Irrigation Canpany George Landers Secy

Diagonal Water Sanitation Jim Hudson Secy
District

Eagle Ditch Ccs any Mrs Donald H r man Secy

Fglin Ditch Ca aiZy Wayne Hicks Secy

E ans Ditch C any Town Clerk of Evans Secy
Fairport Reservoir C r ny Nellie Verstraten Secy

Fanners Irrigation Dtich F Ray DeGood Secy
and Reservoir C any

Greeley Loveland Irrigation Ron Bririlar zi Secy
Ca nY

George Rist Ditch Company W R Keirnes Secy

Handy Ditch Cari any Louis Bein Secy

Hill Brush Ditch Ccmpany Jim Nelson Secy

Kershner Ditch Ca any Dale L Lewis Secy

Little TY son Valley Water I vilo Fagan Mgr

District

I ngs Peak Water Users Assn Mrs Jaanne Macy Secy

P O Box 6

Masonville 80541

Rt 2 Box 319N

Loveland 80537

Rt l Box 65

Milliken 80543

P O Box 642

Loveland 80537

Rt l Box 65

Milliken 80543

Rt 1 Box 138

Longmont 80501

Rt 2 Box 23

Berthoud 80513

Star Rr ute Box 320

Loveland 80537

P O Box 98

Masonville 80541

115 18th Street

Greeley 80631

lst National Bank BI

Johnstcn m 80534

Star Route Box 450

Loveland 80537

P O Box 209

Longmont 80501

1200 28th Street

Boulder

Rt 2 Box 120

Berthoud 80513

RT 2 Box 127

Berthoud 80513

Evans 80620

Rt 1

Ft Collins 80521

P O Box 657

I oveland 80537

803 23rd Avenue

Greeley 80631

Star Route Box 450

LL vveland 80537

Box 460

Berthoud 80513

Rt 1

Milliken 80543

Star Rt Box 320

Loveland 80537

307 Welch Avenue

Berthoud 80513

P O Box 714

Lonc nont 80501
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WATER DISTRIST NQ 4 COI INUEB

ir uden Trrigation Reservoir

and Canal Canpany
Loveland Greeley Reservoir

Car any
Lykins Ditch

Mariana Water District

Minor IAngdon Ditch C ny

New Ish Ditch Reservoir Co

North Carter Iake Water

District

Osborn Caywood Ditch Co

Perkins Ditch Ccmpany

Rist Benson Reservoir Co

Rockwell Ditch Cc any

Ryan GuZch Resexvoir Co

Seven Iakes Resexvoir Co

South Side Irrigation and

Resezvoir Company
Union Ditch

Victory Irrigating Canal Co

Wind Cliff Water Association

Inc

RaZph Benson

Ron Brinldnan Secy

Mrs Tessie DeBuse Secy

Lovilo Fagan Secy

Mrs Elrner Rutt

Horace G McCarty Secy

Lovilo Fagan Secy

Donald J Befus

Arnold Friend

Ralph Benson

Max H Schaal

Iavilo Fagan

Ron Brinkman

Robert Ausenhus

Bil1 Smith

Cal Carter

Mrs Vivien Wylene

Busex

Secy

Cx mer

Supt

Secy

Secy

Secy

Secy

Secy

Secy

Secy

925 West 29th

Loveland 80537

808 23rd Avenue

Greeley 80631

Rt 3 Box 211A

Longmont 80501

307 Welch Avenie
Berthoud 80513

Rt 1 Box 3

Berthoud 80513
P O Box 658

Longm nt 80501

307 Welch Avenue
Berthoud 80513

716 S County Rd 1

Berthoud 80513

Star Route

Loveland 80537

925 West 29th

Loveland 80537

Rt 1 Box 50

Berthoud 80513

307 Welch Avenue

Berthoud 80513

808 23rd Avenue

Greeley 80631

203 East 5th Street
Loveland 80537

P O Box 98

Masonville 80541

Star Route

Laveland 80537

62 E mhurst Lane

Riverdale

Bettendorf Iowa

C I



WATE R DISTRICT N0 5

DI I CH AND RESERVOIR COMPANIES

Allen Lake Reservoir C ny

Baker Wesse

Wesse Pvt

B Jcwith

Bornis Ditch C any

Boulder Left Hand Irrigation

Campany
Chapman McCaslin

Clough Private

Clough True

Clover Basin Ditch Reservoir

C1LSY n

Davis IXnming

Denio Taylor

Dickens Pvt

Dixon Mill

Coss Pvt 1 2

I3ager Meadaaa

Hayseed

Highland

Ide starbird Ftesercroir Co

Independent Reservoir Co

Island

Jesse Parrish

Western Paving Co

Western Paving Co

Dick Tanaka

Satn T aka

Nels Jensen

Charles Ramey

Friz Bartley

Public Service Co

Wayne Jurgens

Vernon Golden

Gozdon Kennedy

Pete H hry

Lloyd Dickens

G W Sugar Ccgnpany

Western Paving Co

Russell Zweck

Louis Rademacher

George Landers

L A Biddle

George Reynolds

Vernon Golden

Sept 2515 Parish Rd

Berthoud 80513

772 7678

Owner Denver

772 7864

Owner Denver

772 7864

Secy Rt 2

Sugar Factory Rd
Longmont 80501

776 8206

Secy RT 2

Longmont 80501

776 3495

Secy 436 Coffman Street

Longmont 80501

Secy Rt 3

Lonc nnont 80501

776 1945

C aner Rt 3

Longmont 80501

776 1437

O mer Denver

Secy 512 4th Avenue

Longrr nt 80501

776 5122

mer 12911 Hillcrest Drive

Longmont 80501

776 5880

Secy Rt 3

Longmant 8050I

776 1161

Secy Civic Center

Longmont 80501

776 6050

Owner 136 S Main

Lonqmont 80501

776 0325

O mer Longmont 805d1

776 5070

Owner nver

772 7864

Owner Longmont 80501

776 5198

Owner Longmont 80501

535 4345

Secy First National Bank

Longmont 80501

776 58Q0

Secy Mead 80542

Secy Longmont 80501

Owner 12911 Hillcrest Drive

Ir ng nt 8050I

776 5880



4 TER pISTRICT NO 5 CONTINUID

James Ditch Ca any

John Rice

Last Chance Ditch Cc any

Left Hand Ditch C any

Lyons Tcxan of

Loncynont City of

Lonymont Supply Ditch Cca iy

Lawer Baldwin Ditch CaY ny

Mason Meadaw

Mead Tawn of

Montg ry Pvt

Nelson

0

J

Niwot

North Mutual Life Insurance

Company
Oligarchy

Pa nerton Consolidated Ditch

Ca any

Peck

Pella Ditch Ca any

Pleasant Valley Reservoir and
PanY

Rice

Rough and Ready

Clarence Johnson

Bob Seewald

Harold Nelson

Frank Gc uld

Ralph Le n

Frank Humphry

Dan BPxnard

Bean Frieskorn

Vernon Golden

Haxvey Potts

Public SeYVice Co

Wayne McGill

Bob Seewald

Rabert Hazelbush

Dan Bernard

James C ss

Ceorg t Tagner

Sidney Fredstrcin

Russell Palmer

Brian Rundle

Russell Palmer

Secy

Owner

Secy

Secy

Sept

Secy

Secy

Sept

Owner

Ownex

Secy

Secy

Pres

Secy

Secy

Secy

awner

Secy

8090 Nelson Road

Longmont 80501

776 3273

Longmont 80501

776 0744

Lonc nont 80501

776 2336

Foothills Highway
Bouldex

442 2546

Lyons 80540

823 6422

Longmont 80501

776 6050

First National Bank

Longmont 80501

776 5800

Rt 2

Lonyrriont 80501

776 2916

12911 Hillcrest Drive

Longmont 80501

776 2135

Mead 80542

535 4557

Denver

442 2776

10075 N 75th

Lonc nont 80501

776 9327

Rt 2

Longmont 80501

776 0744

Longmont 80501

776 2832

lst National Bank

Langmont 80501

776 5800
Rt 3

Lonc nont 80501

776 4984

Longmont 80501

776 5628

Rt 3

I ngmont 8050I

776 3057

1264 6th Avenue

Longrr nt 80501

776 5625

Longmont 80501

776 5098

1264 6th Avenue

Lonqmont 80501

776 5625
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tnT TER DISTRICI no 5 COI I INUED

Runyon

Snead Ditch Ccar any

South F1at Ditch Cc npnay

South Ledge Ditch Canpany

St Vrain and Palmerton

Su ply Ditch C npany

Swede

True and Webster

Upper Baldwin

Union Ditch Ccxnpany
Union Reservoir Cc npany
Webster and McCaslin

Weese Pvt

Zweck and I ier Ditch

C anY

Willis Marlatt

Warren Bashor

David Wagner

Reinhold Ir zikonen

William Schell

Dan Bernard

Charles Bliss

Edward Darby

Dean Prieskorn

Frances Hill

Frances Hi11

Wallace Gage Mrs

t3estern Paving
Caripany

Russel Zweck

Owner Longmont 80501

776 0791

5ecy Rt 3

Longmont 80501

823 6474

Secy LongmQnt 80501

776 0865

Secy Lyons 80540

823 6268

Supt 802 Francis

Longmont 80501

776 3475

Secy lst National Bank

Lonc nont 80501

Pres Longmont 80501

776 4865

Secy Longmr nt 80501

776 2722

Secy Longmont 80501

776 2916

Secy LaSa11e 80645

Secy LaSalle 0645

Owner Longmont 80501

776 9301

Owner Denver

772 7864

Secy Rt 3

Longmont 80501

776 5198
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TER DISTRICT NO 6

DITQ I AND RESERVOIR COMPAI TIES

Andrews Farewell Ditch Co

Autrey Eggleston

Baseline Land Reservoir

Boulder Ditch Tawn of

Bouider left Hand Zrrigation

Y
Boulder Weld County Ditch

C any
Boulder White Rock Ditch

Reservoir Campany
Butte Irrigation Milling

C any
Carr Tyler Ditch Ccsnpany

Church Ditch Ctxrg any
City Of Lafayette
City of Louisville
Coa1 Ridge Ditch

Co rmunity Ditch

Consolidated Iawer Bc ulder
Reservoir ditch C npany

L1 vidson Ditch Reser oir

Canpany
Dry Creek Davidson

Dry Creek No 2 Ditch Co

East Boulder Dtich C ny

Fggleston No 1

i n Trinanershausen

Stai ley NSedsker

Margaret Nelson

City of Boulder

Richard Frisk

Ethel Ziegler

Chas Haley

Gene Sawhill

Miltcsn Nelson

Marcus Church

City Manager
City M nager
Mildred Sarchet

M L Sarchet

Mrs Ray Nelson

Helen Don nico

Ralph Bixler

C D Beitelshees

Public Service

Ca ny of Colo
Van Valkenburg
Stanley P edsker

Eggleston No 2 Stanley Nledsker

E terprise Irrigation Ditch Co Van Valkenburg
EY rie Coal Creek Ditch and Dave Oscarson

Reservoir Ccmpany
Farmers Ditch Ccatg any Boyd Sheets

0

Secy

Secy

C TT

Secy

Secy

Secy

Secy

Secy

Pres

Secy

Pres

Sec y

Secy

Pres

Secy

Pres

Pres

Pres

Secy

8328 Valm nt Dr

Boulder

5050 South II oria

Denver

Rt 1 Box 218

Erie 80516

City Hall Building
Boulder

735 7wen

Longmont 80501

831 17th

Longmont 80501

401 Main Street

Longmont 80501

6967 Valmont Drive

Boulder

2040 West Longs Peak

Longmont 80501

Broomfield 80020

Lafayette 80026

Louisville 80027
Rt 2 Box 162

Ft Luptan 80621

80 South 27th Ave
Brighton 8Q601

Rt l Box 218

Erie 80516

10315 Baseline

Lafayette 80026

9849 Isabelle Road

Lafayette 80026

3395 N 95th

Boulder

Denvex

5050 South ESnporia

Denver

5050 South D oria

Denver

Denver

Rt 1

Erie 80516

3016 Kalmia

Boulder
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fng1TER DISTRICT NO 6 COii I I INUED

Goodhue Ditch Reservoir

Ca any

Gociding Daily Pltmib Ditch

Godding Ditch C y Highland
South Side

Green Ditch Ccx any

Harden

Harris

Houck No 2 Ditch

Hc7ward DitcY1 Ca any

Jones Donnelly Ditch Co

Kerr No 1 2

Kinnear Ditch Resezvoir

Last CY nce Ditch Canpany
Leggett Ditch Rese voir

Ccmpany
LyneriCottonwood Consolidated

Ditch Cc any

L r Boulder Ditch Ccar any

Martha M Mathews

Marshall Resexvoir

Marshallville Ditch C any

McGiruz Ditch Cc any

McKay Reservoir

N K Smith Ty1er Ditch

New Anderson Ditch Ca pany

Nox th Boulder Faxmers Ditch

Ccc any

Original Cottonwood No 2

Ditch C any
Rural Ditch C any

Silver Lake Ditch Con any

5chearer Ditch Carrq any
Smith F m ons Ditch Cott any

Smith Goss Ditch G pany
South Boulder Canon Ditch

Lois J Waneka

Ricl ard Frisk

Richard Frisk

Roger Fell

City of Boulder
K Warenburg
Milton Nelson

Bill Suittes

Gene Sawhill

Secy

Secy

Secy

5ecy

Oumer

Owner

Owner

Secy

Secy

Mrs J D Meyhoffer Owner

M L Sarchet Pres

City of Westminister P Owner

Richard Frisk Secy

Walter Wise Secy

Mrs Carol Nelson

A F Bailey

M L Sarchet

Etaalt Anderson

A1iae Clyncke

M L Sarchet

Ma3c Serafina

Wm Ligh

John Reich

Albert Kolb

Richard Frisk

Everette Long

L W Van Fleet

Ward Burrett

City of Boulder
Joe Beauprez

Secy

P OHmer

Pres

Secy

SeGy

Pres

O mer

Pres

Secy

Secy

Secy

Secy

Owner

Secy

P Owner

Pres

11761 E Pauline

Lafayette 80026

735 Bawen
Longmont 80501

735 Bowen

I r ngmont 80501

7861 Valmont

Boulder

Boulder

Louisville 80027

2040 W I ongs Peak

Longm nt 80501

65 Manhattan Drive

Boulder

6967 Valmont

Boulder

Louisville 0027

80 South 27th I venue
Brighton 80601

Westrninister 80030
735 7wen

Longrnont 80501

11587 Jasper Road
Canfield

Erie 80516

Rt 1 Box 218

Erie 80516

11975 Konosha Road
Erie 80516

80 South 27th Avenue
Brighton 80601

Rt 3 Box 325

Boulder

7123 Baseline Road
Boulder

80 South 27th Avenue
Brighton 80601

Rt 4

Longmont 80501

City Hall
Boulder

P O Box 227

Boulder

7715 Arapahoe Rd

Boulder

735 Baaen

Lonc rnont 80501

3240 Broadway
Boulder

Denver

Rt 4 Box 4

Longmont 805 1

Boulder

1042 North 95th
Lafayette 80026



4iP TER DISTRICI NO 6 CONTIN T 3

South Boulder Bear Creek

Ditch

South Boulder Coal Creek

Irrigating Ditch Canpany
TcYn Delehant Bitch

William C Hake

U

City Clerk
Lafayette

Ruth Bowes

Mil on Nelson

Secy

Secy

Pres

Mrs J D Mayhoffer Qaner

201 East Simpson

Lafayette 80026

9182 Dillon Road

Lousiville 80027

2040 W Longs Peak

Longmont 80501

Louisville 80027
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TnTATER DISTRICI NO 7

DI T AND RFSERVOIR COMPANIES

rBayou Association of Ditches rt Rock

go e A T DeBell

Church Golden City Ralston

CYeek

Croke Canal Barbara lton

Colorado Agricultural

Cort Graves and Hughes

Denver View Water Campany

Fazmexs Highline

Fisher

Kershaw

Lee Stewart Eskins

Lower Clear GYeek C ny

Clear Creek and Platte

River Ditch

Mar hart

Ouelette

Reno Jucheqn Swadley
Longan

Rocky Mountain Miles

Eskins and South Side

United Water C ny

Wannemaker

Welch and Agricultural

Louis Rullo

Sam Spano

Wayne Harkness

Mrs Duran

Henry Johnson

Allan Jones

Albert F F vin

Jim F kaye

George Ditolla

R C Lyon

Mrs Ray Gieble

Ly1e Bush

Henry J Jahnson

Ly1e Bush

Dwight Neill

Secy

Owner

Secy

SeCy

Secy

Secy

Secy

Secy

Secy

Secy

Secy

Secy

Secy

Manager

4360 Tabor Street

Wheatridge

3951 W 56 W y
Denver

Northglenn City Hall
Northglenn CO

Fanness Reservoir

Irrigation Cc any

80 South 27th

Brighton

11621 Riverdale Road

Denver

6640 West 52r Ave

Arvada

Rt l Box 590

Golden

Farcners Highline Cana

and Reservoi Ccs xany
8 89 Washington Ave

Denver

Box 840

Demver

West 71 Mariposa

Denver

12703 W 52nd Avenue

Arvada 80002

Rt 1 Box 027

Denver

6030 Wolff

Arvada

4240 Garland

La cewood

Consolidated Juchem

Ditch Reservoir

Ccgnpany
7050 West 61st Avenue

AYVada

Adolph Coors Cc any
Golden

Box 840

Denver

Adolph Coors Campany
Golden

Agricultural Ditch

Reservoir Company
10080 West 27th Ave

Denver
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CI EAR CREEI4 DI 1 CHES AND SUPPERIN I II TDENTS

Welch E agene Cress

Office

Church Art Young Supt

Harold Davis Ditch Rider

Aqricultural Eugene Cress

Caors Industrial Coors

Farnters High Line Bill Baker

Wann rsaker Coors

Lee Stewart Eskins J O Greenfield

Croke Art Young
Harold Davis

Rocky Mountain Coors

Reno Juch Rob rt Dextra

5lough Bob Rock

South Side Coors

Ouelette R Lbert Claxton

Boyles Vincent DeBell

Kershaw Allan Jones

Fisher Giudo Ursine

Van ValkenBurg P S Co

Clear C eek Platte F Wooley
J Tlikaye

Colorado Agricultura Roy Mclntosh
Louis Ruzzo

M iart George Ditolla

Standley Resezvoir Art Young
Ralston Reservoir Wally Wilcox
Consolidated Reservoir

Lyle Bush

ISen Vaught

Neil Jaquet

Bob Aciams

Wade Isham

Joe Griggs

M hi Ray Leister
Ralston C eek

DITCEi RIDERS

CoorS

Coors

Coors

Fazmers High Line
Rocky Nlountain
Rocky Mountain
Reno Juchem

922 281 5

238 3606

424 6636

278 0755

922 2815

279 8060

422 4658

279 8060

279 2974

424 6636

278 0755

279 8060

424 4563

424 4563

279 8060

455 1231

429 0210

429 1881

429 4840

571 8203

452 8238

452 8208

452 8275

452 8260 629 6958

429 0139 429 1839

424 6636

279 4222

233 5945

986 5426

986 0516
278 8507

279 3747
422 7039

278 3870

237 8581

7



WATEI2 DISTRIGT NO 8

City of Aurora

City and County of Denver

City of glewood

Iast Chance Ditch Canpany
No 2

Nevada Ditch Holding Crnjpany

Northern Colorado Irrigation

Ccxnpany

Platte Water Ccmpany

Tri City Trust

DIZC I AND RESERVOIR COMPANIES

Tcxn Griswold

750 5000 Ext 321

Ga y Bishop
623 2500 Ex 273

Vince Wertin

761 1140 ct 270

Paul Johnson

623 2500

Pau1 Johnson
623 2500

Robert Rosendale

733 4292

Paul Johnson

623 2500

Paul Johnson

623 2500

Secy

Secy

5u

Secy

Secy

City of Aurora
1470 E Havana

Aurora

Board of Water

CoYrmissioners

144 W Colfax

Denver

City af Englewood
3400 S Elati

Englewood

Board of Wat r

Ccs ni ssioners

144 W Colfax

Denver

Board of Water

CcxrQnissioners

144 W Colfax

Denver

Board of Water

Ca missioners

144 W Colfax

Denver

Board of Water

Gor nissioners

144 W Colfax

Denver

Board of Water

Cc rmissioners

144 W Colfax

Denver
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L

I 1TER DISTRICT N0 9

DITCfI AND RESERVOIR CCY IPANIES

Bergen Ditch Reservoir Ca any in Grant Owner

Bowles Ditch Caa any

Colorado Central Power Cc any
Iiarrirnan Ditch Ca any

AKA Arnett Ditch

Hodgson Ditch erating
Association

Independent Highline Ditch

Ca any
Pioneer Union Ditch Campany
Ward Ditch C r any

Warrior Ditch Cc any

WATER DISTRIC P N 23

Jefferson Lake Ditch C any
Z unnel Water Co any

Water Supply Storage Cm any

tnT TER DIS IRZCT NO 48

Ccmet Ditch

Hills Ditch

Hcanestead

t IER DISTRICT 49

Austin Ditch

Hale Di ch

Newton Ditch

Ragan Ditch

Republican Ditch
1 ttle Ditch

Wm Grant Owner

Leonard Reichwein Engr

B F Lawell

Stan Hazwood

Jack McCoy
LV n V Hodges Jr

Gordon Koon

Paiph 7ohnson
Viviene Woodward

Viviene lc odward

AZcIntyre Crk
Ranch Inc

Ron Hunt

Mclntyre Crk

Ranch Inc

Ron Hunt

McIntrye ak

Ranch Inc

Ron Hunt

Ernest MaCarthur
xarold ia xodsen

John ILingel

Haward Hcrr n

Howard Hc n

nest MaCarthur

Pres

Owner

Pres

Secy

Western Federal

Savings Building
Denver

Western Federal

Savings Building
Denver

E ergreen

Denver Water Baarc

Mt Morrison

Mt Nk rrison

Mt Morrison
l nver Club Bldg
Denver

Mt Morrison

Pres Jefferson 80456

Secy P O Box 1584

2319 East Mulberry
Ft Collins

Secy P O Box 1584

2319 East E 7ulberry
Ft Collins

Mgr

Mgr

Owner

Admin

Owner

Onwer

Owner

Owner

a35 9537

Glendevey Rt
Jelm 4vY 82063

Glendevey Rt
Jelm VvY 82063

Glendevey Rt
Jelm WY 82063

Stratton 80836
Hale 80730

Burlington 80807

Burlington 80807

Burlington 80807

Stratton 80836
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WATER DISTRICT NO 64

DITCH AND RF ERVOIR COMPANIES

Batton Ditch Ca any

Bravo Ditch

Carlson Ditch C any
Cham3 rs Ditch

Qavis Brothers Ditch Ca any
Fanners Pawnee Ditch Cc npany

Harn ny Ditch C npany No 1

Hender5on Smith Ditch Co

Zliff Platte Valley Ditch
anY

J B Di tch Ccx any
Julesburg Irrigation Bistrict

Liddle Ditch Ca any

Lone Tree Ditch Ccx any

Long Island Ditch

Law Line Ditch Carg any

North Sterling Irrigation
District

Peoples Ditch C zy

Peterson Canal Resezvoir

C pany
Powell Blair Ditch

Prewitt 1Reservoir Cc any

Pro or Waier

Ramsey Ditch C any

Red Lion Ditch Cangany

Schneider Ditch C iy

Settlers Ditch Canpany
South Platte Ditch CcYnpany
South Reservation Ditch Co

Springdale Ditch Ccmpany

Sterling Hereford Cattle
Car ny Ditch

Clifford Shexwin Owner

Ivan Barden Secy
Hulbert Reichelt Secy
4dn Condon OHmer

Paris Accomasso Secy
Rc bert Roberts Secy

I Irs Hsxaard Hami ton S Y

Scalva Brothers Owner

Allen R Pyle Secy

Frank Manuello

Herbert Bonesteel

Don Liddle

Allen R Pyle

State Game Fish

Parks

Wm Hoel

Alex NLichel

Sam Karg

Jacob Sanger

Allen R Pyle

Alex Michel

Allen R Pyle

Don DeMers

Maynard Sonnenbesg

James Williamson

Charles Atkinson

Charles Bartlett

James Parker

Robert Fto exts

Cliff Sherwin

Owner

Secy

Pres

Secy

Part Owner

P O Box 63

Sterling 80751

Iliff 80736

Julesburg 80737

916 Fairhurst Street

Sterling 80751

Atwood 80722

P O Box 70

Sterling 80751

P O Box 205

Crook 80726

R R

Sterling 80751

228 S 3rd Street

Sterling 80751

Iliff 80736

Julesburg 89737

474 3737 474 2189

Ovid 80744

228 S 3rc1 Street

Sterling 80751

Crook 80726

Secy 22811 Co Rd 36

Sterling 80751

Sery 205 1 2 Main Street

Sterling 80751

Secy Rt 2

Sterling 80751

Pres Ovid 80744

Secy

Secy

Secy

Secy

Secy

Secy

Secy
Secy
Secy

OHmer

228 S 3rd Street

Sterling 80751

205 1 2 Main Street

Sterling 80751

228 S 3rd Street

Sterling 80751

708 E m Street

Sterling 80751

P O Box 1271

5terling 80751

Atwood 80722

Crook 80726

Merino 80741

Ovid 80744

P O Box 70

Sterling 80751

Sterling 80751
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WATER DISTRICT NO 64 CONTINCJEL

Sterling Irrigation Company

Sterling No 2 Ditch C zy

Tamerack Ditch

Upper Harnlony Ditch Carq any

Lawrence Giacomini

Maynard Sonnenberg

State Game Fish

Parks

Garold Marick

Secy

Secy

Owner

Secy

P O Box 1013

Sterling 80751

P O Box 1271

Sterling 80751

Crook 80726

4 r i1
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DISTRICT NQ 64 QFFICZAts

BRAVO

Pres Victor Ramey
Secy Ivan Barden

Rider John Held

CARL ON

Owner Hub Reichelt

DAVIS BI20S DI I C i

Pres Harold Schott

Secy Paris Accc tiasso
Rider Perry Accanasso

FARNIERS PAWN CANAL

Pres Herb Vand x x

Secy Rabert Roberts

Rider David Littler

I NY NO 1

Pres James Roberts

Secy Mrs H aard Hamilton

Rider Lorrin Lawery

17340 Co Rci 370

Z9679 Co Rd 55

17915 Co Rd 370

4237 Co Rd 31

15465 Co Rd 12

15465 Co Rd 12

225 Country Club
717 So 7th Avenue
I3698 Corrine Rd

HARNIONY NO 2

Pres Alvin Bz unkhardt

Secy Garold Marick

I TDERSON SMITH

Scalva Srothers 13407 Co Rd 370

ILIFF AND PLATTE VAT T FY

Pres Allen Fregnan 26774 Co Rd 385

Secy Al1en Pyle 228 S 3rd
Rider William Huey 24081 Highway

JULESBURG IRRIGATION DISTRIC I AND PE CF 2SON DI7 CH
Julesburg Irrigation Office
Pres Clarence Jenik

S t Tcxn Frame

Caardinator Bud Bonesteel

LIDD E

Pres Don Liddle

Secy Hub Reichelt

IIJNE TRE

Pres Maynard Soz uzenberg
Secy Maynard SonnenY erg
Rider Ralpy Freemuz

406 Highland Drive
406 Highland Drive
101 East lst Avenue

Sterling
I liff

Sterling

Julesburg

Sterling
Sterling
Sterling

Crook

Crook

C ook

Crook

Crook

Sterling

Iliff

Sterling
Iliff

Julesburg
Ovid

Sedgwick

Julesburg

Ovid

Ovid

Sterling
Sterling
Iliff

522 0477

522 8002

522 2416

474 4300

522 6551

522 6429

522 6429

522 3372

522 4343

522 3101

886 3462

886 2833

886 3665

886 2682

886 3641

522 2539

522 4577

522 8038

522 5762

522 3802

474 3737

463 5732

563 5737

474 2189

474 230Q

474 3400

522 1390

522 1390

522 8088

m



DIS IRICT NO 64 OF ICIALS CONTINC7ED

I OWt INE

Pres Hubert E Fritzler 21575 Co Rd 74

Sec y Wm Hoel Rt 2

Rider Albert Worlanan 1352 Co Rd 37

P PL S

Pres

Secy
Rider

PC ELI

Pres

Secy
Rider

T n DeSoto

Sam Karg
Icm DeSoto

Maynard Sonnenherg
Allen Pyle

William Huey

SC INEIDER

Pres Elmer Rasmussen

Secy Ja s Williamson

Rader Perry I ccrmasso

S Ul H PLATTE DI7CH

Pres Keith Propst

Secy Charles Bartlett

Rider Elmer Higgason

SOLti H RFSERVATION

Pres Jim Parker II

Rider Jim Parker III

SPRINGDArF

Pres Gilbert Schtunan

Secy Robert Roberts

Rider Alfred LecJcler

24355 Co Rd 40

23690 Co Rd 40

24355 Co Rd 40

406 Highland Dr

228 S 3rd

24081 Highway 138

8917 Co Rd 370

17880 Co Rd 16

15465 Co Rd 12

2464 Ca Rd 25

13244 Co Rd 6

419 Park Street

Rt 1

717 South 7th Avenue

13614 Co Rd 37

STIIZL ING IRRIGATION COMPANY 1

Pres Richard f mey 1005 Co Rd 39

Secy Lawrence Giacanini 131 Hamilton Street

Rider Glen Mayerholz 13572 Rd 37

Sterling
Sterling
Sterling

Sterling
Sterling
Sterling

Sterling
Sterling
Iliff

Sterling
Atwood

Atwood

Merino

Merino

Merino

Ovid

Ovid

Sterling
Sterling
Sterling

Sterling
Sterling
Sterling

522 1376

522 7312

522 7198

522 2609

522 1469

522 2609

522 1890

522 5762

522 8302

522 2322

522 1910

522 6429

522 0090

522 7586

522 3314

a63 5382

4 63 5382

522 1943

522 4343

522 1460

522 5705

522 0751

522 5719
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i ATER DISTRIC I NO 65

Bar Eleven No 2

Chief Creek Ditch

Hays Creek Ditch

Hays Creek Ditch 3

Iaird Ditch

0 Ibnnell Ditch

Pioneer Ditch Head

Pioneer Ditch St Line

Wray Ditch

WA ER DISTRICT NO 70

Sand CYeek Ditch

Spring Creek Ditch

V 1TER DISTRICT NO 79

Rosenklans Ditch

I 1TER llIS I RICT NO 80

Altura Duck

DIZC i AND RESERVOIR COMPANIES

Miller Goodman Owners

Wiltfang Gooc ian Owners

Frank Millex Est Owner

Lee Archer Owner

Richard Galvin Secy
Archie Miller Owner

Jim Jay Secy
Jim Jay Secy
Marion Barnett Secy

Chinuzey Rock Grazing
Association

Frank Lilley
Chimney Rock Grazing
Association

Frank Lilley

Robert Jones Sr

Ron Heit n

Denver Water Baard

Cheesm z Reservoir Carl Kershmeyer

Distsict For nan Hank Bode

Asst District Forgnan Gene Bode

Roberts Tunnel East Portal Bob Wcaads

Liningex Reservoir Kenosha Trout Club

J O Hill Reservoir West Creek W S

District

Wellington Reservoir

Westcreek Reservoir

Ron Heitman

West Creek W S

District

Wray 80758

Wray 80758

Wray 80758

Wray 80758

Laird 80739

Wray 80758

Laird 80739

Laird 80739

Wray 80758

S W of I aramie WY

Ranch Mgr 745 9575

S W of Laramie WY

Ranch Mgr 745 9575

Owner Wray 80758

Pres 838 5496

839 1406

Pres

647 2213

838 5314

838 4185

838 5921

Rt 2 Box 154

Sedalia 80135

687 9067

838 5496

839 1406

Rt 2 Box 154

Sedalia 80135

687 9067
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SDGG STIONS IVD RECOMMENDATIONS

iPERSONNEL

OFFICE EXPENSES

The administrative field personnel namely the water commissioners

and their deputies maintain some type of an office in their own homes

since they are on call at all times due to the nature of their work
The size equipment and use of that office are of course not only

related to their administrative responsibilities and functions but

also to the availability and convenience of space Nevertheless the

need for office space in the home does exist and is provided by the

individual at the expense of a reduction of space for the family
Further most of those employees rely upon their telephones a busi

ness necessity for communication with the various water users and

other staff inembers Since these field people are out checking diver
sions streamflow and water use much of the time their wives or

other members of the family must take and relay ca11s as necessary
Secretarial help is additionally provided by family members generally

the wife in the generation of diversion reports and other correspondence

It is again proposed as it has been in the past that the budget in

clude and approval be granted for the payment of a minimum of 50 per

month in additon to the regular salary to each such person maintaining
a field office in his own home To provide some equity the allowance

suggested could be scaled according to the circumstances in each case

with the maximum being 100 per month

Although such allowance would a least be token payment for a long
unrecognized responsibiiity of field personnel in most cases it would

scarcely cover the capital cost to the individual for space and utili
ties nor even appoximate scale wages for the secretarial help he re
ceives



WATER COURT

Since the recodi ication of Water Law in 1969 many thousands of water

rights have been adjudicated through the division water court and many

more are awaiting such determination whenever the court is able to get
to them There were no major bombshells dropped in 1979 but the reaction
to the John Huston Filings in 1978 caused many small well owners to

apply for adjudication of their wells in addition to the normal new
cases There were a total of 387 new applications filed covering

1 994 structures There were also 63 applications for quadrennial

findings of diligence covering 163 structures

There was a relatively new water judge and an even newer referee in
the Water court as 1979 began so the number of cases closed early in
the year was smaller than anticipat d Swnmer leave schedules and a

two month illness for the referee also contributed to a lower than
anticipated case closing number The yearly total for judgements was
234 cases covering 1 529 structures and 44 dismissals covering 72
structures Judge Behrman has set a highex goal in 1980 in hopes of

helping to alleviate a portion of the water case backlog

The new case numbering system introduced in January 1979 appeared to

work quite well with a very few exceptions Division One Water Court

did not extend the new numbering system to quadremnial applications in
1979 due to some anticipated confusion with tying new numbers to oZd
cases However a push for standardization within the numbering system

encouraged a longer look at the system As a result all applications

filed in water court beginning in January 1980 will carry the new
system n unber with quadre nial applications also referencing the old

case number for ease of identification This system is designed to

facilitate easier processing of water court statistical data

R7
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OIVlSION OF iIA ER RESOURCE

DEP R71 tENT OF i1ATURAL RESOUftCCS

IRRIGATION DlVISION ENCINEER
R00l 2G8 B h AND 8 h OFFICE L LDC

GREELFY COLORADO a06 1
OF F E J52 8712

November 13 1979

h1ARGARET MC COI LUM

JIht CLAItK DIVISTUN 1 NGI L ER

4 JATE12 NEWS OC IOIIi It

f

L

October was ncar normal fc r tc mperatures and on1 s ighLly
beluw averac e zor precipitation in thc Grceley rea The

UNC weather station recorcicci 0 94 inr t zes oi pzecipiL ation
which is 92 of average 1 otal recipitation ior th Gre ley
area for the irrigation year was 20 80 inches which is 170
of average Again there was no call on th river for the
entize niontl

C

Reservoir storage on November ls was 933 500 AI includiny
Horsetooth and Cartcr which is 118v af averaye Th river

has been holding up we l so many of the r es zvoirs arc iilling
at this time Total flow at hersey or October wa 19 540 FF

and at Julesburg was 16 900 AI

11e aelc me Valerie IIOZI lE 1RlL x ta Divzs on One frd ztcr C ourt
ASr Bollheim r is legal assistant to 7udye IIrhrman and has
v en UUSy increasi nq her knowledgP ot water law

wat z Court has bcen busy sending lctters to owners of Cond i
tional water rights reminding them that diligence must be
shown on a Quadr nnial basis Many are c linqucnt in show

iny due diligence and approximately 60 3 ave not responded to
the courts letter These 60 or so owners are being notificd
that tiie Court has set a hearing February 7 1980 at 1 30 P M
i hese deliinquen owners will then have the oppoztunity t o
show eause why th ir Conditior a water rights should not be
abandan d 1ny c uestions should be directed to the Water
CUU I t

We wish everyone a Merry Christznas and a prosperous New Year

C J Kuir a

u rc lr pu ccr
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DtVISiON OF WA7 R RESOURCES

DEPARTMENT OF NATURALRESOURCES

IRRIGATION pIVIS10fi ttvi ItJF ER

ROOM 208 8ih AND 8 h OFFICE u G

GREELEY COI ORAUO d0671

OF FICE 352 8712

Octob r 12 1979

M RGAI2ET MC COLLUM

JIM CLAKK DIVISION ENGINL ER

WATEit NEWS SEPTETIIIER
r

Early Se tember was quite warm and dry making excellent
weather for the harvesting of crops in tne arez 1 cold

air mass moveci in about the 1Qth and nterupted the harvest

far about S days with cold temperatures and rain I em

peratures weze neaz normal for the remainder of the month
Total precipitation recorded for tt e month at UNC was 0 99
inches or 98 of average Theze was no cal on the river

for the entire month

Reservoir storage on October lst was 921 599 AF 12Q of

avera e including Horsetaoth and Carter Total flow at

Kersey during September w s 32 680 AF and for the wat r

year was 1 049 000 AF Total low at Julesburg during
September was I9 390 AF and for the water year was 466 30Q

r1 F

A recent decision from Division One Water Co rt ruled that

as lang as a well perrnit is val id at thc time of fil i ny ar

a cUS ditional adjudication proceeding the condi ions of

37 92 302 are met Proof f continua ng validity of the
permit need not be shown to sustair tlie jurisdiction of

th Court

Ftulings on applications for makinq conditional water rights
absolute have been delayed due to the lack of suEfici ent
iz formation The Court is zequiring that data sheets bc
submitted to vera fy increased flow rates and to describe
the acres irrigated

C J r u rEn

SN rr lnpinr r
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DEPARTMEN7 OF NA7URAL RESOURCES
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OF FICE 952 0712

Septen txac 12 1979

Margaret McColl n

r

Jim Clark Division L gineer

Water News Aiigust

I9 e liot dty w atl er continued until August 9U when the rai n shawers
t gan The CII C weathcr station rec orded 3 B9 i nc e of precipitation

r th moiith 374 of average with most o E tt i s precipiLation fal ling
ia t e z ttze 9th and the 22nd With thc sYic ers came cooles weather and
less dc and for water The call on the river t e start of tne month
was 7 8 1876 was ch ngc i to 11 1 1II71 on Auc ust 4th bu revested back
to 10 18 1882 on August lOth All calls were r ved on Auc ust 17th and
tl ere s no dem nd cui tize river Eor tl e ren ainc3er of th rmnth

The proc ss of getting wells i nto aLx nentation plans this surrmer was
reasonably effectivs There were sane well aaners wkio want cl to tes
t e systc n but relented after they h ad 1 ced o thc ir attorncy Takiny
t1 e call off t1 e river in mid August l u ered our efforts in sane cases
but these is always next year

Reservoir stc age on Sept nbex lst was 999 8 0 A F ncluding ilorsetooth
d art r which is 129 o f average Total flaw at Kersey was 77 100 l i

uul at Julesburg was 0 000 A F
A0

The water couz t is cr n c rneci about sane of t e spring water right app i
cat ions ti at i ave n ileci Many applicants do a lot of work improvinc
the spring without regard to the i lications of the statutes Our
interpretation of the s atutes indicates at any dic1ging to perfec t a
spring or incxease its flaw makes rhe structure a well and therefore
r Y uires that an application be nk3cie to the 5tate J igineer for a w ll
pernit

C KuiP n

s nr o
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DEPARTt EH7 UF NA URAL RESOUHCES

IRRIGATION lliVISION ENGINEER
R006t 209 Bil AND 9 h GF F ICF ZI DG

GfiEELEY COLORADO 8UG31
OFFICE 35 8712

1uru 13 197

NiARG RET MC COLLUM

JIM CL F RK DTVISION I NC N 1 R

WATER N WS JULY

J

The Jul y tae ther was exci ting A large po1 tion of Divis ion Onc
as subjc cted to hot dry weather with some occasional viole t

thunder storms that cor taincd igh win 3s a ectacul ir li ghtinc
shows and hail but litL le prec ipit Ztion Sev r l tornado s
ti ere r eported but most rnissed the h vil y populated areas

except for the tornado tt at slipp d cross t hc st t e lin to
l it Cheyenne lyominq Fort Co1lir s was 1iiL by 1 i 1 1 1 r i c

o grapefruit c using several injuries one death anc3 n uc
damage The Low r South Platte River Va 11y rec ived s gni fi
cant precipitatioi and hail in localized areas while the UNC
wc ather station r corded o 11y Q 7Q inct es of recipita ion
wiiich is S8 of average

The rivers droppec reasonabl r pi d follow5 nq t e p aks n rnid
J e and the 1 18 1909 ca 1 w s p laced on the riv r July 3r
Ti e call went to 4 l 1889 on July 5tli nd 10 1 3 IIf32 on July11th I hc w lls also startec pu npir y and off i c personncl

have beer busy tagging wclls that er not in augmen ation
plans We have been fairly sucessful in getting most people
to join one of th augmentation plans vz ilable but her ar

a few who want to test the system Scveral ccase and desist
orders have been sent out and the we1 1s ar e being watched in
preparation for the next step if 1iey are not brought intc
compliance

Reservoir storage on August lst was l ll 1 b00 AI includinq
liorsetooth and Carter which i s 10 n of averaqe The total
flow at I ersey for July was 33 100 I F Z ot l fiow at
ulesburg was 18 800 AF

C J r UiPER

I li n iiri c
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WATrR NEI S T ugust t3 1 7

Judye I3ehrman wi l hold Term day September 4t1 with ap ror i
mately 120 cases up for settiny The Referee will not iol cl a

Term day rhose applicants desirinq a he riny betore t h
Ref ree should contact the Water Clcrk and reque t a settinq
The Referee has recovered from his ills and is riow back at
work full time

ti e also welcome Dale Anderson back to wozk afLcr a short st ay
in the hosuital Haro d C offey had sllort stay in tl e
hospital is no J out and hoping to 1 back at 1ork soan

vew faces around Division One includ Peggy Cr iswell who ir

now a member of the Water Clerk taff and Don Itice who is

the new Deputy water Conunissioner in Distri ct 3 Congradu l

t ions to Ray and Wanda Liesman on th Auyu t fi rst b rth o

3ce San uel
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WI1 1 ER IVEWS JUNE

1 e tnperatures fluctua ecl b tween very warm and coo 1 durinc yJune causi ng rivcr flows to yradually increasc 1 hen t1 r e claysof rain t2 32 inch s at UNC f l shed the river s o Lhei r c ks s15 310 CFS was recorded at Kersey on June 10 and 3 OII0 Ci S wasrccorded t ttie me uth of t11e Poudre Rivcr on June 11 Pcak fl w
recorded at Julesburg was 7 490 C1 S on Jun 15 Tl e rc was sorncflood damage repo rted in the lower are s of the Platte River
valleybut yenerally the damage only caus d some inconveniences
Total precipitat ion recordt d at UNC for June was 3 53 inch sTotal flow at Kersey for June was 451 300 nI and a Julesburywas 259 700 AF

Reservoir storage en July 1 was 1 328 00 1F includinq ilor setooth and Carter which is 108 of average Storage zn Cha fic ldReservoir c ot into th lood 001 bcfore releases were startedand Cheesman Iteservoir s i 11c d for t c f i rs t t imc in a few y arsThere seemed to be plenty of w zter av ilab c but no onc neccledit with all the precipitation Theze was only ane cal l lacedon the river during June and almos l efore action could b
completed on the ca 11

more wat r appearcd than coulc3 bc h ndleaand the ca11 was removed 3une was a very good month forJunior decrees

We wish Hruce Smith the best of luck as he tr vels into thc wi ldsof Division Two to assume the duty at Salida I3ruce was thdeputy in District Three
and took advantaye of the promotionopportunity

C 1 r uirEi

Slotc Eny c
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New personnel in Division Uc e includc d Den i se Moorc i rt time
deputy ii DistricL 23 Dan Gabriel ancl Jonath n ilow rd rL

time deputies in nistrict 1 and Rodney Wittler summer hyclr o
helper We w lcome you to Divisiori On

Ray Liesman Water Referee for Division One h zs had o sPe nd
tt e lietter t oF 7une in thc hospital We wish 2 y a I c r 3y
rccovery from his ills

M
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Margaret McCollum

Jim Clark Division Lngi Zeer

Water News June

C J KUIPFR

Sfu7c npince

The weather has been mos ly wet with temperatures somewhat bel ow
normal Measurable precipitation was recorded at the UNC reporting
station on twenty one days of he month with the greatc st amount
1 36 inches being recorded on the 2nd At least two of the
skorms brought snow to much of the area Total precipitation for

May was 4 47 inches which is IIISo of norma l for Greeley Total
for the water year November through hlay is 11 71 inches which

is 195 of normal for this period April and May have been weL
enough that the farmers have had to really work to get their crops
in Other than trying to keep the reservoirs topped off there

really wasn t much of a call an the river and there have been
several days with no call at a11 Of course there hasn t been
much need for irriqation either

River flows have increased and with the limited call situation

there have not been many places to put the water so much of it
has gone down river Pr limin ry figures from thc Kersey Gaqing
Station indicat d the flow was 47 108 AF for March 43 910

AF for April and 175 5Q0 AF for May Reservoir storage on June 1
was 1 240 000 AF including Horsetooth and Carter which is
111 of average

Division One extenrl s a hearty welcome aboard to Elton and Lucille
Watson Elton has assumed the duties of Water Commissioner in
District 64 and is busy meeting the people and learning where
things are Elton comes to Division One from District 40 in
Division Four where he worked the North Fork of the Gunnison
River for a number of years We are happy to have a man of his
calibre fill the position in D strict 64 Our thanks go to
Divisian Four
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Plargaret htc ol lum

Jin Clar Division L nqi neer

Watc r Ncws T r i l

Erill l
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1 he weather continued th l rc nd set in March by beiny war mer an 1
wekter tt in ormzl T e U N C we thcr rcport inc 1 a1 ic n r r c c lc y
recorded 2 66 incl es oE n istu for the month which is 180 c f
normal Most oF thzs moisturc fell in storms on ttie first and the
tenth days of the month emperatur s were above r ormal the latter
part of the month and gave c ople the impression th t surnmer was
her tiowever tl e winter storm in early May braught peof lc back
to th realities of Spriny The snow surveys on the First of May
ranged between 100 and 190 of average for the variaus courses

hivc r Flows stal iliz a sorne but at a high er o yl lc vcl Lo allc w

tiie Filling or ne r filling of the lower reservoirs Ovc r r l 1

storage for May lst was 875 079 F whi ch is 98 of averac c not

including Horsetaoth or Carter With 1 lor setooth ar d Carr er
t orag is 1 059 129 I F wiiich is 94 o average

1 he Anrlual Spri y Wai er Cociunissioners 9eetiny was he d on 1 taril 2nd

Itz attendance from the Denver Uffice was Bill Mattcrn Rei n r
I iubol d Clint 1luntington nd P t Tahat ai I he W t c r Rc Fc rc c
Mr R jy Liesman also attended There was a good c xcl nge o f

itifarmation and t he movie on the i eton am failure a s es eci lly
int resting

e in Division One say farewell to IIob L i ttler upon his reti rcment
th end of April IIob has ueen W ter Commission r in Distr i t b9
loncJer than he li kes to admit and his shoes wi 1 l r hard to f ia l
We wish you the best of luck Bob
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SU3JECT Mf RCH WATER NEWS

rtarch temperatures uere warmer than the averaye and the 2 90 inches of
preci itation recorded by the UNC weather reporting station in Greeley was387 of normsl

Although most ot the preci itation fe11 in L he per iod ufMarch 17 2
there has been sufficent precipitat on through out the mon h to

keep the farmers out oP the field most ot the month There was also somc
heavy snow fall in some areas of the mountai ns The apzil first snow surveys
ranyed between a low of 1CO s ar d a high of 1G0 oi averaye for the variouscourses

The increased precipiCation and warmer temperature increased the river flows
sorne and the reservair storage picture has improved Total sstoraye for the
Uivision is 799 311 AF which is 92 of averaye not including Norsetoothand Carter

Reiner Haubold and Hob Bosson were a n the area in March to measure wa er evelsin the wells in thc I3ijou Hill Area An attempt is bei g made to de ermine
ua er Lable trends in this area L ecause etiere is a great concern by tl e Nell
owi1ers that the vater table is drop ing excessively

A belated welcome is extended to l rlyn pavison and wi e Uonn ic who have
returned to the Division One field Arlyn ha a resumed duties as water
conunissioner in districts 49 65 and 79 and ncw lives in Wray

The paF er work associated with the Nuston Filinys continue to clecend uE onthe Water Court
The stack now measures something in excess of three feet

and grows daily Numerous meetings of concerned citizens have been held and
with the newspaper coverage interest continues to grow

C J ui

r i I
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
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IRRIGnfIO t pEYISION FNGINEER
ROOM 208 6 h aND 8 1 OFFICE DLDG
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MaryareC Mc oll m

7ames R Clark Division Engi neer

tJater News February

i

Temperatures moderated some in February and allowed some of the ice to
start clea inq from the rivers Tliere was little preciptiation tor the
month as the f1NC wcather repor iny siation i n Cz eley recorded 0 06 inchcs
Eor the month

1 ie snc w survey resi lts for htarch lst showed a small increase in moisture
content ov r ti e i ebruary lst snow survey liowever with the below average
preci itati on Er r 1 ebruary the cumulative percent of aver ge dropp d to
1204 for March lst

R escrv i storage i n general continues to be below average The cool er

tcmpc ratures have kept runoff to a minimum ar d conseyuently mi nimai water
has bcrn stored The Prewitt Reservoir dam sustained ome damage in I eb
ancj storaye wr h lted so that repairs could be made Ice had built up under
a secti n of conrreCe faci ng and hich winda caused the ice tc shift forcing
ttic cc nci ete slab out ot place anc3 exposing a sectinn of the dam face to
wind and water erasion Pre itt i eservoir is at 113 of average capacitywi th 2410 A F sCored

Pr eli mi nary i ures Cor the total February flow along Che South Platte
l iver show 31910 A i by Kersey which is 79 of average The total reservoir
storage for the Division is 68U275 A F or B2 of the 10 year average hi s
does not include Horsetooth and Carter

A meetir g of the ditch companies from Districts 1 and 6 l was aCtended bythe ater Iieferee Ray L iesman Ed 31ank IIob Samples and nob LitL ler

t ay explained tl e Iegal process involved in trying to qet wells as alternate
points ar d other h1dCCe S The mectinc w r well attended and a lot oL
inEormation was si dieC

s w
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January Wa t cr Nek s

Phi word for January has been COI D COLD anc mare COLD Reports
indicat the frost is as dee s 60 inches in some locations
There have been nurn rous occ asions of frozen water pipes and
all the other discomforts associated with cold weat er I he
Elydro s hav had plenty of ice to contEa zd with at nearly a11
gaging stations

With the cald came some snow ta improve th mountain snowpack
Th latest snow survey an the Boulder Creek drainaye indicates
the snowpac is 157 of averaye The Division One Rcservoir
l port for February lst shows storage is 81 of average and we

l apG this improves s tf e season proyresses

Preliminary
Platte River
average

fic ures for total flow for nuary aiong the Sout h
show 32 450 A F at K rsey wh ich is 6 3 o

Due to l l c largc nuin er of fili gs the Decernber ltesume fill d
70 ages The Water Judge will 1 o ld term day March 5th to set
court dates for all matters that have been re referred or E ro
t sted People wishing to set dates for new fil ings should
co ztact Judye IIehrman s clerk Sliirley Stow t 356 40U0 ext 554

Anyone wishiny t o set dates hefore the Water Refer ee shou d call
ext 5 0 The new telephane number for Water Court is 356 4000
We welcome Debbie Lynn who is n w in trze Watcr Court

I ffective the

is Ed Blank
at oard Ed

J Rc wn s 1w

C r uirfa

51nre fnp nr cr

first oE I ebruary the new 11ss istant Division Enqineer
f rrn rly the Hydro in Divi sion Seven Welcome

ioo
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Laria Cook

Jim Clark

Dec mber

January 9 1979

Water News

The irst w k of December fawzd the State Engineer ar d several
members of his stai in the Greeley Water Cour I he case

being heard was trYe City of Northglen application W B445

for Laramie Fox Hills znd Arapahoe aquifer wells i 1e expect

this case ta give us some guidance for b drock aqui er re11s

alsa known as SB 213 wells

The Legislative Cauncil Committee on 7ater and Coal Slurry
has submitted hre bills Bills 10 11 12 to be considered
during this session These bills also deal with the water in
bedrock aquifezs

On December 2 1978 Case No w 9537 7II was filed as an zpp
licaCion for condLtion l aatcr rights The applic tion includes
2333 w lls and proposed wells in six counties taki nc water f om
the bedrock aquifers

nec rcling tc7 oiic r port we just went througt the coldes Dec mf cr
sinr c 1917 The cold brought wit l it rome good snow for moun
tains znd plains

We congratulate Don Drazelton and Gcarge Sievers c n th ir recent
promotiens in the Greeley office

C J r U E

Sfele Cnpinr er

Tlze Anilual Division 1 di nner was again a success i n spite of

the snow and slick roads that plagued the country A good turn

out and slide show by Bob Sampl s made i a very enjoyable evening

The tot l flow of the South Platte at the Kersey Gage For tl e

month of December was approximately 55 000 AF

We had continuous calls on the South Platte through December ith

the Prewitt Reservoir call of S 25 191G in effect most of the month
101
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURALRESOURCES

Jt i S R CLARK
tRRIGAT10N DIVfS10N ENGINEER
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OFFICE 352 8112

Decem er 7 19 7 B

TO L zna Coak

F1tOM James R Clark Division Enginee

SUBJECT P o embe Water News

Conqratulations are in order to Ray Liesman and Marcy Spelts
whose a pointmer ts as Water Court Referee and Water Court
Clerk respc ckively are effe tive DecemY r 1 1978 Nancy
McCreery and Mary Crispin round out th Water Court staff

We re looking forward to working with this new staff along
with Robert Behrman whose appointment as Water Judqe was

rc orted earlier

I ay Liesman and Reiner laUt old attcnded mecting of Young
Ranchers and F rmers in Grover on N vcmb r 1 6th t y gave
a gcneral talk an water ric3t ts anc3 d crecs teiner gavc

run down on g ology and hydrology of the Upper Cr w Creek
rea i here was quite a bit of interest in the dr illiny

of test oles in th area for futur solution mining 111so

there was some fear of communic tion bc twecrt those holes
and wclls in tt e area

We are anticip ting a good turnout for our Annual Divi sion I
dinner on Sat urday D cember 2nd

l ierry Christmas and Happy New Ye r

slw

C J KUIPFR
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By JOHN SFELbtEYF R
G t YibuneSEaff Wrlter

A rancher rom northcastcrn 1Yeld

County said ivfonday residents a her
area havc bcgun organizing appasition to
p aru or uranium mining near Keota a
tiny lown 45 miles north ast of Greeley

Doris 14 illiams who ranches in tt e

area said opponcnfs o the plans by
Yyaming Mineral Corp have Degun to

galhe support com environmerilal and

anU nucIear groups

1 trs Yilliams made her comments at

a meeting a the Colorndo Public Iniercst

Research Group chapter at UNC
CoPIItG members Indicatcd they ll
throw thcir su port bchind c ortv to halt
the plans

We re going to protect ourselves and
we re goin lo protect aur waler said

Afrs Wi1113ms c the residencs op
positton

Those holes became a threat to cattle
which became tiapped or suflered
broken Icgs shc said

Atrs Willi ms c aimcd too 1Yy oming
A9ineral hasn t bcen able lo su ficicn ly
c ean he waler it used at a fo r acre test
silc four milcs soul3iw est ot Grovcr

The sad part is that lhey t ve come
bacic to thc state and county and asked
for extensions They have not bcen able
lo lolally restore lhc aquiler on ttieir test
site she said

And she said ranchers are concerned

by remarks by Wyoming Mineral of
ticials which indicate the proces9 could
depend on wells which tlow at 30 l0 600
gallons per minuta

don t think any us are cnthused

about that kind wnter usage she said

Mrs Williama satd the state heal h
dcpartment ia undcrstatfed and can t

determfne the e fects of solution mfning

Plans by Denver based Wyoming
Mineral call Cor use o s lution mining
to remove uranium depesits which un
derlie approximatcly l 400 acres at tt e
noreh edge of Keota

n the proccss lhe company wit pump
chemicals underground into uranium

bearin deposiLs The chemicals free the
deposits rom surrounding rock and the
uraniu n and chemicals are then pumpcd

back to the surface for processing
When Wyoming hlincral ast month

lilec pplications with lhe Colorar o
Health cpartment it said solution

mining is environmentally superior to
either strip mining ac undcrground

mining

h1rs Wiltiams said residcnts of the
area first E ecame upset when ex
ptoration tcams earlier In this clecade
entcr ri property wlthout permission and
didn t relill explotatory Mles

on underground watcr suPplies

We re at the mercy o the cor

porations when it comes to tcsting our
vatcr supplies shc said

Slate waler law says indu a1 use will

have third priority behind domcstic ar d
gricul ural use but btrs i illiams said

K yumirg Mineral s proposa apparently
doesn t comply

It seems like lhinb are being turned
around she said i seems industry is
taking a numbcr one prior ty

She also voicecl concern lhat mining at
the Kcola site which is al lhe cdge of lhe
Pawnce Natlonal Crassland might optn
pressures to begin 7 ining uithin the
grasslands boundaries

Wyominq hilncral of icials h ve said
lhey hope to start construclion of their
proRosed plantpcxt year with mining to
begin in mid t9E0

fiilt3
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14 A5FIING fON Tiie Cenerat Accoun ing Ot
Eicc said ii a Norembcr repurl Lo Con ress thal
lt ere is an ur ent nced to settle the cdcral

overnment s special claims on wat r in 1he

tiYest

Draught and maunling demands oa scarcc
u atcr supplics are aggravating an old long lili
galcd proble nt of the governme i s undetcr

tnined claims U e GAO said

In thc reporl Comptraller Cenerai Elmer
Staats endorsed Presidcnl Carler s 1978 waler

policy initiatives and recommended thal Con
gress work vith lhe executive deparlmenl in

implementing them
l3ul Staals suggested lhat congressional action

stili may be necesssary to resolve lhe issucs
within a reasun Ute limc

ln Dem ec F clix L Sparks director ot lhe slate

Water Conservatian Board sai i Colorado has

inler eneJ in a mulliludc ot law suits in cvcry
part o the state over lhe i cieral claims to pco
lecf like ribhis ot the slate s citizens

IN SPAItEC S OPINION thc cases coutd bc rc

solved in lhc courls if thc Dcpartmenl of Justice
wou stup dragging its fccL t otliin is bcing
scttied Sparks said as bne government attor

Irom the public domain or a specific purpose
a national forest wildli e redu e or lndian reser
valioa thc governmcnt by impl tcation rc
srrves walrr tu the exteni nccessary to carry out
tha t purpose

Critics o this dactine po snt out that it con licls
will lVesicrn water law 1L crcale5 ribhls even
lhoubh lhi rc is no divcrsion or bcncEicial usc
o watcr Rights are nol lost by laiturc to usc lhe
walcr Ri tils seem to dale f rom lhe lime o with
drawal of the land The nlcasure o rights is
vaguc and open ended

Sparks who has held Colorado s lop water o
tice for 30 years is concerned aboul the open
ended nalure o thc Icderal doctrine

They say lhey want water bul lhey dan t say
how much Sparks said We nevcr quite know

it lhey re lalking about a miiiion acre fecl a ycar
or a tew hundred acre leel

TUE CAO REPOItT says the overnment s dc
mands for existing uses on lederal lands appcar
lo be very small though lhe timing and nalure o
water diversions rnight have serious local ef
tect

The GAO says some lndia demands will Uc
large 1lis orically mosl lndian lriGes o lhe
Wesl have been settlec on arid lands where
watcr supplics ace mosl limilcd

As part o I is Droad water Folicy ir iliativcs

ncy aftcr anothcr foois around with a ca c for a
ycar or twc and lhcn resi rts lo go inlo priv te
practice

I he bunclle ot issucs vhich make up the disputc
over reservcd water righls is not debaled as

emotionalfy nd openly as the quan cl over ilest
ern watcr peojecls buc thesc issucs havc kept

1Yestern ofticials neasy an 1 o balance or
manyyears

Somc of the ccntral issues arc

Haw much wafer if any is lhe governmcnl
cnlilled to pul to use to carry out thc purposes f r
wiuch it has retained reserved certain West
crnlands

ow much addilional water if any are In
dian lribes enlillcd to have Do Indian rights
datc back to the lime a reservation was estab

lished or are they ancestral righ s predaling all
otherribhts

If walcr is taken from present uscrs docs thc

govcrnmenl or lhe lndians havc to pay thc
users

TIlE LEGAL CONCGP7 o special rescrved

rights dales to landmark court decisions in 1u99

and 1908 but ederal activity lo prove nd quari
tify claims has been cuncenlrated in the last 10
tU 15 years

Tlie Supreme Courl in 191G realfirmec lhal
when tl e federal govcrnmenl wilhdraws la id

lhc presidenl has callcd on edcral auti orilics to

inventory nc quantily tne reserved rights and to
work tuward resolving U c conlroversics

The CAO report refers lo several sr ecitic court
eases including the Northwest Colorado case
whicli has becn litigated tor morc lhan t0 ycars
al A COSL 0 SriO ot 1 to the fcderal 6overnmenl

and addilional expcnsc lo lhe city of I envcr
slate of Culorado nd other partics

GAO says lhc governmcnt s ctaims or con

sumptive waler use in Colorado appear lo be
insignif icant bul possibie non consurnptivc

uses such as recrcation and demands for mini
mum slream lows and minimum lake levels
mighl be signi icanl According to CAO olher
specific issucs arc

Whclhcr ederal reservcd cights exist in
Co orado considerin6 the erms o the Colorado
Conslilution

Whelher national forest rescrved rights take

precedcnce over righls granted by thc state for
domesiic mining and irrigatiun purposes

Whether reserved righes beiong to lhosc
i olding permils in nalional foresls tor ski lodges
concessions anc grazing

Whethcr nationa urest righls dale back to

the timc the forests were reserved aear thc lurn

at lhc century or rom somc 3atcr cderat slat
atc
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ft zclamation h s irtnoui ced
pl i s to clwe dotivEi a projecl
of ice herc for lhc proposec
Narrows d ri and pursue
alternatives tu the projEct
l il would not rcyu re new

constr ction

Uirccts rs of he Lower
South ialle Cpasei vancy
Distri t which would be the
rnajor cuslomer tor Narrows
water have indicated

however that they wil seek
fuiure tunding fur tl e

project

They said they stit con
side lhe dain to be the best
way ta mees w ater needs

along the river

7 he projcct which had

been lett out of the edera

budgel for lwo consecutive

ye rs has uridcr onc sl f

culbacks shice tlx unding
proWems txtgau and the

olTice currcnlly uperatcs on
e skelclon slaf o hva

x rsoru

3ciore the rcgular

m eting of the district bc rd
a 7 hursday Joc tia11

regionai direclor of the

bureau told the directors

ttliat the olfice wex d bc

clased sometime during tt e
irst tt rcc nonitu o l979 e

said thc two remaining sta f
members would be ofiered
olher jot s in the btueau

1 hc reclamaEion burcau ss

the cunstructioei a ency ur
the Narr ws dam

ltalt addc lr al lhe burcau
pltins to pursue non

struclurai allcrnatives for

watcr storage along the
5outh Nla lc llivcr par

licularly underground

staage and increased use of

existing reservoirs af the
river channei

J hc bureau also wili

continue lu mainlain akwu

2 100 acres o land pur

chased or the project untii

funding is restorcd or unlil
Con6ress encts auihorizat son

or the project 1 all said

fhae land is Ic esed tn and

larmed by previous owners
and otticr larincrs
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Army Corps of Engineers has S
a6rccd lo issue a cor struction

permit or lhe long propo ecf t
I oothills vafer pl oject wilh

socne stipulations an water

eo eevation

Atan Ilterson region l ad

ministrator at lhe Environmen

tal Pro eclion Agency

iinn ediale v followed the t

Cor s announcemeni Saturday

with one cf his own saying tus

a cncy ould not oppose lhe

issuance ot lhe pc rmit appar

eutly because of l e coiuerva
tio program includcd in tt e

Corjz conciiEions for the

permit

hterson a long time opponeiit
of th waler project said t e

ould cirap his opposition

bec ausc of an a reemenl

reached wilh lhe Denrer lYaler

Ba rd during a snectir

arranged by l ep 1 im IVir h
D Colu li t Uc an Frid i v

ni ht nd ended at 5 a m

aturday

1V1crs n said his agency h id
o be art of the way we do

biisiness in ihe l enver area

The Denver Vater Bwrd as

a result of the nteeting agrc d
o prcp ire a water coiucrvation

pro ram by I farcii 15 19 9 arcl
o do what il ean to minimixe

he environmenl fl damage lo

5 atcrton Canyon the sile uf

lt e proposed ciam and reser

voir

The ii ater f3oard ag ced to
work a t a u ater cocuer aticn

pro ram that will have sl

niliai oa ot reducin avcrag

waler consun ptioei by 3 gerccni
by JaFI 1 1 33 and y 5

percenl by Jan i 1981 1 h
CorEzs o i n incers w ill be

alloet ed to dwtertnine a lulu e

reduction in lhc ran e ot 3 Lo 5

rcent after the initial ive

year eriat

At 11 e end rf 10 y e ars the

Corps will evaluate progres
and determine a reduction ar

tlie next l0 year periai Thc
goal thcn is expected to be
be twcen 5 and 10 porcent
rcd ction

The project will cortsist o a

waler trc aGnenk complex lhai

inilially coutd handle 125

million gallons of water a day
and a 243 fa t concrcle clam

and reservoir al Strontia

0 6 t L 7 v ya

r

CI p y y G t c i f ti Nr
ll NVF It IUPI T he his associati s also have askcd Scnalc AgriculLure Committec

altention of the Senate Agricul for ca lrol of nearly 500 0O0 wa scheduled or Monday by
ture Contntill4 has buen callcd acrefecl o undergrou tid Wes Sen i rold Mk orniick It

to i gcolo isl u h has ilcd crn Si pc u atcr Canon Cily a icr st te officials

applicaiions asking for authori fiuston taces grand jury learncd 6 rida v of Iluslon

ty lo drili 3 t t wdls in iudiclme ils in Pucblo or liis applicali ns

soulhcrn Colorado s Arkansas 1978 cl waLcr pernZit ac 1 he fact Lhal thesr appliea

l alley tivities tiorrs havc bcen iled is of grave

ohn luston of Uenver and An emergency rneeting f lhe concern to me anc tl e water
f th Ius rs o c sLate o l o t o

said L1cCormick Colorad

uscd to be called the great

4mcrican desert and 1 n

anxious Lhal th il not happen

again

In applications filed in

sevcral divisions oJ the Colara

Springs in Yalcrlon Canyon
miles soulhwesl of Denver

fhe EPA ar d other enviro
mental oups have op s
hc prajcct saying a datn cou

be buiil at thc mouth of t
canyon that tvould damage tl

canyon less aiid slii me

water neerls The walcr b

designated a silQ about sevc
miles upslrwm rar lhc inou

of lhe dam

rq
fk

r

4 a J a

dr 4 tcr Court Iluslun anrl l i

at crncy M1 lichacl Y1 itr r e

for rrniissiou tu d il Ih S I iF

wcil ti on stalc aral ri iL I r

in lhc lrkans iti 4 Ucv fL

uj plicaliuns list n air af

pos ihle u cs fu3 thc c t r

inclu lin irr al un rcci a iv

c nd slurrY Pipclincs

IifiCl C II 11i 1 i1tJGL i il

requests ricla state ei ci

Clarenc Kuiper s ic e ix

licvcs sotnc ol ihr rc t

same as thc t ui i I r whirt
liusion ou ht Z r r ni 1 I

ycar
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The state s chief atcr enginecr sald P Yonday
lhat hs vill fi hl nture than 3 440 ap licalions fo
decp vater wclls whlct he cels are an al out et

oe to monopc lize Colorado s preciuus undcr
ground vater resaurccs

Clarencc C Kuip r rnadc the pledge urin a
90 minule csnerbency mccti callcd by thc
l egisl turc s ao agricull rc comn iltecs

Scn Ilarolc AI CQrmick R Canon City said
last wce s applications dy a enver gcolo isi

r

Y r 1 l 3 9

a c r c

l Bt 1 OV T y

and h1s associates crealcd one i he worst
emergencies i ve ever come across

hlthough thc matter eventually vil De dectded
by the state s water courts hScCurm ck calleJ
the mceting to brief legislators on 1he situation
The meeiing will reconvene at 1 30 m Tucs

day
tcCormtck pledged commiltee supparl ior

legislalion or avhalever else is nccessary to help
Kuipes igt l lhe applicaiions

Kui r sa sd he will filc caurt objections ln

evc y ermit requested but he also tetd commil
tec aic i bers t3 ss o ficc needs addilia ial experts
toh fight tlie applicalions

ii er it gcls ia court you re up u ainst tl e

Thcy re lrying to atn conlrol of a I lhc w der
ground water in thc stale he said 1 don t lhink

lhcy cars do it but we re guin6 to iiavc ta put up a
SCI3v

Iarvcy Cl rtis n Denver attorney representir g
liuston s group in lhe ilings CCIUSCd 10 CO 1AbCill
on the purpose c t lhe unusual action

in addition lo tlie well requesls most of which

were in lhe Arkansas Vailcy Kufper salci the
Huston group tiled sevcra ap iications tor
ground watcr storagc rights

hicCormick aas parlicu arly incensed at ihc
filings becanse lhey were made under a host ot
pres mably corporatc names the senator
claimed vere designed to hide iluscon s idenlily

These ccQuests w ere ot cvlur and made sur

replitiously he said ll s p ta us to sec 41aat
y u Kuiper have Ll e lc a rncan ta ioht

i them

best he said don t kr ow id we co ld handle it
now

tCuip s id Ile tv S tOCified 13S1 wCL k ih3 Dcn
vcr eolo isLJohn Eluston who faccs crimina n

dictment5 in Pueblo in connection wilt similar
ilin s made last year made thc currenl re

quests in sfx separale walcr courls in
south asl rn Color io and on thc Wcstcrn Slupe

ltuston knd his asscxiates asl cd for I Gl4 wcll

p rmils l s ycar a rcqucst thai cvcntusally was
rc pcd

s a resull o tt e iGnUs Iiuslon was indicicd

y a Puel lo Cout ty and jvey on 2G cour ls of
raud and perju y or allcgcdly i icludin f lse

iaforniation on llie applicaiions
ui cr said thc ci rrent liuston appiications

cuuld Uc inYalic becausc a 197 r slalc taw says

only lhc uwaer o a land which covcrs thc wclls
can mai e ciaims to thc walcr Kuiper said thc

flusto i grou ducsE t appcar to mcct this rc
c uircm nt

Kuiper s eculatecf tha tuston and nis gruup
may be seeking a court Lesl on lhe conslitutiona
ity of the law

1 don t know Kuiper sald but it s Rard to

see what clsc thcy coul i Dc trying lo do 1 know
one itiing for sure i lhe pcnnils wcre granted

f cy woulcl just about monopolizc thc statc s
under routtd waicr

Kuiper sald lha liuston applicalions arc evcn

mare dif iculi to undcrstand in light ot he astro

nomical cost invol ed wilh not onty tapping the
deep water aquiPers bul in purtiping the walcr to
the surtace Some ot the wells wauld be rnore
than 7 feet deep he said

Kuiper t lc1 commiliee rnembers that 1luston

and his group used a shotgun ap roacli in thcir
tilings listin a score of anlicipalcd uses or U c
yct un apped w lcr
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StcPe woi r engineer Clarence Kuiper
107



Tf 1E DEPlYC i OST VJeo Jan 0 i r79

a

t 1 f E1

1 rj i 1
r c q t r a A

c s

9 C D1 1 r11i1 A 7 1 It

Ueurcr i osl tiisl 11 rilcr

1 he ussiblc su i urnain of cus Lro r
si 1 l cnvcr cvl i l and la vr r Juhn

llusluri lo t esiiiy be orc a Co ur ido le r is
lati e cun tniUcc vas stogb s eci 1 ue sd i
as Ilie sl ite s n tt csperts rxpi c sc l

arnazc ienl over llus oit s acti itics
I hc discussin af os i6lc s1 Lc re

aponses tn ius on s vidcsprcad c urts tn

ain conii oi o cr dccp undcr rounil

tivater Look place ailei sta e o ficials
learned Hustou s efForts iiave exlc ded
inta the Denver melropoiitan area

In 19 cases iled in lale llecember in
the st ite Il kcr Court in Crceley 1 us on
and his associates asked For permi s in
olvin 3 979 xaler structures cuurt te

eree Raymo d 5 Lcisnian said

1 iE APPLICA 1 IONS include one re

q iest for crmits lo drill fiY cleep veils Io
take the rettu n Ilo v froti i 2 333 existiug
tivelis iii Llenver ida ns Je fer on
Ara rit uc I arimer ll eld and L ouldcr
counlies

Anothcr a rplication asi s ar percnils fo
drill ciriht tte t re s ai d lo con5lruc two
sttrtace tivalcr di crsion projcc is invoi in

ciurn fln w t r ruiti 5l4 xis in h v l s
1 cIiC cr1 invoivc l in lhis i iplir lir n i 5
hc rc uri Uon ra cr 1 um entcr t i tc

s rler l rcalnicnL pltinfs

Staf c I ngin c t f i ircncc J 1 uiper nliI
llic Scnalc Anric ullurc Cnritmiilcc rU i

I i esd y ftc nurm n ciins ili t hc
believcs klustau s ui t nl t iin ihc rc
turn Ilow ala u n lhe 2 i i i csi i
wells is un vork ililc

Ki IPl I S VI U c rcLw u 11o r sla s at
a higl er levc than that af vhit li liuston
pri poses lo dri11 Lhe 63 wells

Huston s late December filin in lhc
Greeley ourt rnahcs his elfort to corrai
hu c ainounts of irc Coleradu tv ilc r
e nu n iorc massivc

In Uie ro rl s 1 ueblo tlivisiai Huslon
also iskeil for uthn ity in lalc 1 cccml er
to drill 19 i 3tiells in lhe Arkansas Val ey

li sitnult ncous applic iiiuns filcd i i lhe
crou t s 14 esiern Slnpe divisions iluSlon
is cd Cnr cuntroi oi nc irly UU b00 acri

fr ct f Weslern tilope tiw ler
Sl ite tic i llaruld YlcCorniick Ilic

C ulon Ci y Rcpublican ti ho lica ls hc
ti c a t e A ricullurc Coinr iit cc and

l uiper h ve res c ncicd I inc i itiiib llicy
plan n ali ut stale cffor ag insl llus
tuit s rcqi csl

Robert l4 ell orn a 1 ncer u a er lativ
ver fi rsL luid hc cominitta e llicsday h
l elievcs il t ttustort c in t ubl in li le In
Ihc iiee uncicr rounil vata be a sc hi
duisn L o n l he a 7d undec whi l il is
lucated

liU I 1 ItL N N f NC lhat Uusto i s icz t
t i 0OU just to iife Lhe rr qucs s in Ll e
ucblo wurt 1Vellwrn s i l t bo bles

my mind e sriici makir iiim u onder

4vhat he had missed ia l is review of Colo
radu watcr la v

According ta Liesman the tilin ee in

tl e Ci eeley court v s 17 7 1
The discussion of ttic slatc response

tvill contit ue al tl e Senate Agriculture

Comrnitlee s Thtu sday meeting
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Sipte afficinls said Wednesday they re

beu ildered abaut thc p sitiie aims of
roups which have maQe massive liling

tor wcll permits alon Colc rado s Front
Range

S2n Harold McCormick R Canon City
said he tears 3ie applications are an

Atternpt to monopalize the stale s water

In tAe water court Li Greeley a group
known as Central MetropoliGan Waler

Users has filed 19 rases tor a total of 3 454

water structures many of them w el s
The total request involves 324 OW ncre

teet of water

None of the requcsted wells urc in Wetd
County

The group s fiJing involvcs water in
Adams A apahoe ticnver Douglas

Eitiert ard Je ferson counties nnd in

cludes an estimateci 2 3011 wtlls whicit

have already bcen issued permits
Ray Liesman vraler re eree in

Grc eley sp sd the group s applicadons
w cre si6ned by Alan Lea fer of Denvcr
and J hn H t uston a Denver fawyer
and eologist

Lca lcr Eluston and the group s a
torney Michael White oi Uenver weren t

nvailable for comment Wednesday
Huston last ycar filed rmits or 1 014

replenished by surface saurces
Those aquifers include the Denver

Laramie Fox Hills Arapahoe and

Dawson Arkys ormations Clark said

Staie aw or6ids wit rawal of more

than 1 percent ot the water fram those

aqui ers each year

State Water Engine r Clarence Kuiper

s id the Grceley filing dcesn t appear to
be engineeringly scund

As near as can lell none of lhe 2 333
weUs are owned by the npplicant bu he
is fiiing on the return low Kui r said
ri esday On tt e lace of It i s un

workuble It doesn t m ke s nse
in other areas o the state Husion and

f y

It s an irsurance policy and
I m aiixious to get the premium

paid he said Wednesday

McCormick said he tears

ti ater Irom the deep wells
w ould e used for a coal slurry

i pjpeline

wclls in southcrn oloradu but latcr

withdrew the permits after he was in

dicted by a Pucblo County grand jury
Ttie indictrnenLc whici are still pen

ding alle ed luston lalsely claimcd his
pc r nfts had the approval of tbe SWte

k3oard of Land Commissioncrs ac

cnrdin to Clinl Smith chie depuly

districl attorney in Pueblo Counly
l iesman said the mo t recent filings

make no mcntion of the stnte land I o rd

Jim Clark water enginecr ar the Slalc

pivision of l tiater Itesources in Greeley
said the aprlicat ons involve numerous

rmils for deep wells into ayuitcrs
which engineers bciieve nren t

his associates have iled re yuest s far
3 196 well permits in the Arkansas
Vailey 20 natural groundwater storage
taci3ities along the Eagle River 1G
groundwatcr storage lacilities along thc
Yampa River and six undcrground
aquifers in the Las Animas River basin

Other p rsons have filed a tctai o 70
dee f well permits on lhe Western Slope

McCormick chairman o tt e Senate
AgricultureCommittee said he s dratic i
legislalion to allow approximately
80 f 00 to Kuiper s o fice to invesligale

tt e rmils

Contfnued on page t t

And he said if deep water
supplies are depleted the result

might be either dep etion oi
sur ace water supplies or

collapse of land which overlies

the aquifers

Greelcy attorney David
1i11er testified be are lhe

s nate agriculture cornmiltee

I uesday and queslioned

whether bedrock water such as

thal sought by Huslon s grd ip is
subject to the s ale s orior

approprialion law

I iller said he rsonally

doesn t believe any law forbids
speculation in water but said

thc current silualion is

sumething lhat could be
dangerous
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Slate c istators were chagrined Tuesday to learn that an un
precedcnled bid by a Denver geologist iaying claim tu enormous
quantitics at Colarado s undcr round waler supplies is more mas

Siv than originaily presumed
biaments after the revelalion whieh lett leglsiators scratch

ln t3 ir heads in con usion Harold hlcCormick R Canon City
chairman o lhe S nale A riculture Cummittee reaffirmed his

pledge ta l etp organize a coardir ated state attack on he water
bids

In lhe second day ot emergency tneetings on thc conlrover
sial i i i s or decp watcr wcll permils McCormick said hc s
drnitcc lc islalion which would ivc thc slatc waEer cnRinecr

gbout O OOO lo hsrc a lawycr and e abincer to tight he filinP s

CU141hi1TT E MF h I3EQiS W RE TOLD esday lhat a rash
nt Dcc 29 permit tilin s in various wa cr courts by Denvcr cola
gis JDhn Husion alsa included 6fl permits to tap thc unuscd water
in 2 3a3 d ep wells alrcady operattng in a six county arca around
Denver

j3ut Clarence C Kuiper the state s chicf water enginer r tuld

the committee that lhe ap lications ior permits in lhe Denvcr
area are unsound rom an en6ineering slandpoiiit

I don t quite undc rstand how h s goin to rnakc lhis thing
w ork Kuiper said of fluston and twp associates who have asked
or permission to drill morc lhan 3 150 new and costly welts

3iuiper has Iabeied the mass filin s as a tull scale e fort to

manopoliae Colorado s precious untapped under6ound water sup
piacs

Huston and h6s associaces warned sl ate oftieials last year o
th 4atest vater grab efforl aflcr lhe developers dropped their
i oEiy contested pians to ask ior 1 011 wells in soi thcastern Colo
ra o

in cor nection with lAe origina Silin s 4luston was indicted by
theF ueDlo grand jury on 26 counts of perjury and fraud

kui ec said Tuesday lhat the isse of any tapped watcr isn t
p arly as important as controlling i

Saying Huston was gambling on tnaking a prolit trom such
coniroi ltui r declared When lhc lime cpmes he would sell
t ze watcr

Kuiper has alsa told committee mcmhcrs he needs assistancc
in fa hting ather wci perrnit applications filed Dec a by lwo
grau s trying to tap undergrouriQ s urces on the Western Slope

i9ecause such an issuc is new in lhat arca Kuiper said his
oiiic2 hasn t done the geolobical surveys to gather data o present
a rrcclible case when the malte cornes eo coure

ItiCCORMtC SAI lE WILI ask the Colorado Suprcme
Co srt t r permission to consotidate the state s legal objectiotu to
lhe hausands o filings A lawyer wikh lii attorncy general s of
ficesaid the state can also get Ie al assistance Lhere

rind while AicCormick seemed interested In a committec
memb r s suggeslion tha thc Senate sub oena fluston and his as
soeiates he backed uf from lhe idea in a latcr interview sayir
he wanted to see what fhe courls diQ be ore tesGng lhe l egisla
ture slittle used authority

ulper hicCormick and olhers agreed that lhe mass iilinbs
re sresent a grave thrcat to Colorado s future water sources and

alQ lens of lAousands dallars already ha e bcen spent by
devr lopa rs preparing the compliealed 3nd lenbthy paperwork as
so iate i with lhe filings
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ater en i eer Ciarence Kuiper

said he will ta e a number of

wcll financed private de e op
ers who wanl to tap Colocada s
widergroiuid ater resources ta

court to protect local interc sts

The develapers have refused

to reveal the purp e in seeking
lhe svater but three separate

grou hat e filed tor dril in

rinits to ot tain the uac er

ground watec unrecover ble

until recent iec9inological ad

rances ere tnade

Kui r s id the efforts are

ap ir nily t ckcd b u ea t
Easter interesls u ho stand lo

make huge profits by selling
the vater lo energy develop
m nt tirrns and other busines

ses

If thep get it there will tre
buyers lined up for miles he

said Kuiper anc tt e Colorado

Legislature are preparing a
strategy to blacJc the permils
and he has promised to takc

the case o the state supreme
couct if necessary

Jaim Hnston an attorney and
bec lo ist has liled for permis

sion sn every water division in
ihe state to tap the Qenver
Rasin s hich lies between

Greeley and Colarado 5prin s
a d tro thc loothills to

Nebrask

Kuiper said lhe walcr lies

deep undergrouc d and 3usion s

group wilt pay 2 UO0 lo drill
c uh of the G 5 Nl wells he has

propased FIuston was indicted

last y ear ici f ueblo or fraud
a 7d perjury tor similar water
ilii gs

fluston i stcd morc lt n a
doxen ssiblo uses on the filing
a irtii s iu ii s d clin cl to i e

specific about the intended use

Kui xc saici ftusion witlidrew

tus ear ier applications a ler
th indictments

Kui r said a se cond group
Nedlog echnolo ry Group has
reyuesled permissiori lo tap 20
million acre feet wate in an

etndcrground forsnatiun bencath

Eagle Garfield d oult and

Sumrnit counties on the West

ern Siope

Kenneth Burke an attarney
representing the Arvada baseci
hediog irm aid the firm

plai s tU usc the water for

a ricttiture mining wer gen

eration and manu acturin

r1 t2urd group composed of
two Colorado based mineral
tirms war ls to sink 150 we1Ls in
t Plala and Aloalezuma

counties or coal development
in soulhN est Colorado

The only legal recourse

currently available to the siate

is a 1973 law which rcyuires

l ndowners above ti c watcr o
consent to lhe use Kuiper said

hut added the devclolx rs plan

to challenge the slatute s

corutitutiana lily
Stale Ww allows for finilc

saurccs lo be depteled Burke

said Thal may not be gnocl
bul anylhing else w wld not
allow for the waler to used
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l s ton a Dcnvcr attorney and
geal 6ist along with other

businessmen hoping ln tap deep
urderground waler aqui ers in

Colorado have filed claims no v

on ti ater equivalent to what

could be contained in nearty 00
dams the size o Dillon

lieservoir slale otfieials said

Slate Water Eng ineer Clar
ence J Kuiper he d a joir t

news conference wi h Sen

iiarold t43cCormick R Canan

City to provide an update on

AScCormick saic Kuiper at
the urging af the siate

Legislature and th attorney
gencrai 5 jllCf also has asked

the Colurado Supreme Courtlo

consolidate the le ai action iiito
a sii le case bclore one water
re eree judge

The LOP lativmakcr s aid
ti ater is valu at about SI00

per acre foot in Culorado

Considering the fact that 20 7
million acre feet of water are

bcin sought 1klcCormick said
t e financial figure invotved

lhc status o clai ns which i av

bten fi ed on unticr round

w aler supplies in ses en ccx rts

Kui rcr said t uston u d the

others interestEd in fhe svatcr

s eculation eit r4 now have

asked or ccaurt approva to

dri31 7 426 wells throughout lhe

state The total amaunt

a ater involvecl is 20 7 million

acre ieet An acre faat is lhe

amount ot water needed to

cover ane acre with one foot

W3iPI

The water being sought is

was sta ering

You are talking about a
tresneridaus amount of money

s well s tivaler h1cCU iick

said

Kuiper said i e cost of

ciriliisig lhe we s if they evcr
are drilled probably would
tx about S40 a f ol le notc l
the pro sed dcpeh o the wclls

goes as deep as 9 0t feet A
wel that deep vould cost
S3G0 o00 Allhough th e prop
ing o drill the wells have given
a variety ol needs for tl e

equivalenl lo nearly L 0 c ams
thc sizc ot the I illon Rcsevoir

or 218 dams the size of Cherry
Creclt I eservoir which is

locatecl south ot DeFiver

hlcConnick releasal a our

page statem n outlining the
situation and calling the caut
aciion begun last Decembcr

lhe ground walec nuh of

1973 The target fcr he

speculation is water thal was

stored in aquifers millions o
years ago when geolo c

tortnations were created

waler cfficials fee some wauld
be dc tined ar coa slurry
pipeline to carry slurry a

mixturc of eaal and water

out ot lhe state

n his siatemenl McCormicfc
said SOIi1C P SI1GCtlI dCi IStOr13
blsed an the b t tcchnolo y
vailable musl be made wilh

the realization lhal tuture
generations of Cotoradans wiil

be prafoundly attecfed
I egislation already en lcted

allows for withdrawal of water
fram the aquifers o rer a 100

Colorado lias reacl cd

lurning winl in histc ry
McCormick said llcvelopc i

havc discovercd these co

fined ground waters

McCormick has bcen tt

chiet legislalive spukesman

lhe light to kecp the wati
specutalors frum gaining cc u
approval ot lhc waler ic h

introduced legsslation whic
would incre ue Kwper s slat

hclp him in the upcoming leg
battle which is expected

be lengthy and experuive

year period Because o the

extremcly ylow rage at wf ich

water seeps back into the

aquifcrs lhey would bc unuble

to provide water a Ler that
point

Kuipc r said under ound

ayuifers lhroughoul Colorado

cuntain an cstimatec13 1 billion

acr fcet of walcr He said if 50
percent at thae is recoverable

that amounts to 2 5 billion acre

fcel or aba t 2G0 times the
amount o surface s or c in

the statc
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Despite popu ar opinion this winter s

zero veather and lhawless snow has been

goocf Esperiatiy if one lisie LS to Jim
Gark 15 aler ftesourcc5 Dsvision 1

engineer in Gceeley
1 like lhe outlook for sprin runoff

fron the snowpack it s much anueh

bett r than last year C vk said

1Lcsday mor ing
And Inst year s rut f was considemd

ezcellent o34owing a L oughl period
which gripped eastern Colorado the

previous our to Gve years or mare

The soil this year is vetier than it was

lasl year al this lime Last year it was

dry and the w ind blew This ear we ve
had good snow c vcr must o1 the wintcr

and very liiele wind we ve had lhe tx st
of both a orlds Ciark said

r1nd according lo Bob 5mith
superinter dent of operatior s and

mainte ance at lhe Northern Colorado

Water Conservancy District ai Lovcland

He added howevcr that average

precipilation during the coming months
v ill be neecled to fulfill ihese optimistic
carty predicfians

Feb 1 snuwpack cam arisons wilh

verage were given by Smith as bcing
131ue River above Crcen Mountain
Resecvair 110 perccul Colorado Rivcr
above Granby Reservolr 141 perccnt
Villow C eelc 144 perrr t Granby
Reservoir I41 rcent Poudre Rivec
123 perc t Big Thampson River 152
percent and Si Vrain Rivcr IG2 percent

i2 e onIy thing o roncern rigt t now is
that the snowpack docsn t melt too fast

ThaE could cause same ifooding
problems Some of he melting we ve had
in the past few days is lready getting
into downstream rivers Clark said

Meanwhile the U S Departm t of
Agriculture s Soil Conservation Service

said in its F eb t water supply outJook
that spring and summer ivnoff should be
lo to 30 percent above normnl in the

T i

lt e snotivpack in the C olora krBiq
Thom on Pro ecl watersh u on the

1Vestern Slofx is currently r rngin from
approxiynateiy 110 to 244 percent ot
avcrage with the keb 1 tr amflow

torecasis showing promise of an cx
cellent water supply year

The only rcporl we have to cl te is that
Boulder Cr ek is 157 percent oi

aver ge Clark said i3oulcfer Creek

flows throu h Boulder into lhe St Vrain

River and on in o the South Ptatle River

te suid s awpack in lhe mountnir s south

o the Cotorado 3ig Thomp n Praject in
northern Colorado should cat ge t el

ween 130 to 150 percent of avernge

Clark s id I haven t goi any fi ures
on thal it s just a gul feeling

Srniu saicl rh Ncb tream low

forecasts coupltd with the carry over
of project storage water tY is wiuler

shouid provide an adequate sup

pdemental water supply and aasuranr e of

good carry over storage when the a ater
year t ads in October

5outh Platte River Yatcrsi d

That watershed includes parts of Park
Gilpin r IIo 1d P I arimer Teller EI
Pasa F ibcrt W shington and Yuma
cou3 ties and all of Doiaglas Jefferson
t tnvcr rlrapahoc Adams Wel i

Morgan T oian PhiJlips and Scdgwick
countics

Ct c USllA SCS said soil m isturc in the
area Es rated at fair and reservoir
starag is 90 percent of norcnal or this
iime o year

The Bureau of Reclamatio7 in its Fcb
1 report for t9 e 1Vestern Division System
of the Pick Sloan Missou i Basic
Program vhich includes r rth central
and nartheastern Colorado as well as
parts of Nebraska Wyoming and
hSontana also issued a good report

According to that report above normal
precipita ion has blanketed the arca and
the above normal runo f in 197II has

resulted in improved tokat storage
throughoul the system

113



i tF I t F S IC olo Tft1t3UNE l on 1 ir ii IS 7

a

1 P E E

i

t
t

y

i r
m

1

OV I AND T vo

in dificaliori projccts com

lc ed in 19 ti cilt resuil in long
ti rni b nefiis tar scrs of

olurado 13ig 1 hompson

Projcct ater accordin t thc

unnual rc rt of ti e Northcrn

Calroado 1Yatcx Conservancy

1 islrict relcased recentiy

The tlst an ual report of thc

CWCU highlighls the i1a o

m jor projecls replaceinent

o lhe lYilloe CrcrF iniet chute
into ranb icscrvoir and th

enlargen ei t ot lhe Soldicr

Canynn Dant outlet works at

kfarse looth Rcservoir

University
That modi ication began in

November of 1977 and is

scheduled tor completion by the
end ot the 1979 irri at ton

scas m according lo the NC
1YCll annual report

Othcr aetivities o the hC

WCD inclu iecl lhe extension of

the weather modification

progcam into the 197II 9 wintcr

SC85AI1

Tljc report s id in art

A si ni icant contribulor lo

abovc averagc SDOWpa k and

streamflu v runo into hc CBT

collcction system and the

Acco ciin lo the report the

low rescrvoir cl vation last

spring worked to great ad
nlagc in completii hc

re lacen cnt nf the slruclure

at 1 r illow Cret k at a sub

sl ntial savings lu lhC dislrict

and ihe Gureau o

Rcclamalion

llad lhe rescrvuir nct bcen

lowercd the report said Ihe

construclion would rno st ikcly
have been scheciuied in s ages

over a period of ycars a lding
sign ficantly to the ovcrall cosL
o the project

The chule replaceme l bcgan

district se vice area in 1g78 was

khe Colorado Emergency
Weathee i4 od sfication Program

ctoud seeding which toak

place dwing lhe snow ac
cunu ation period in late 1 Y77

and early 197II
r inancial support or lhe

program was provided through

approprialions by lhe Colorado
Legisl iture and edcral funding
from lhe Federal Droughl

F mergency Nrogram ad

ministerecl by lhe liurcau of
Reclamalion

The crop prcduction sum
mary is another success slary

availabte due to above average

streamflows and the sup
plemental suppties provided by
the CBT Allhough crop yields
were generally comparable

with 1977 total crop valuation

in Februa y i9 i and vas

complcled in Septembcr

Testing of the new facility
was complcic l in Novcr bcr

and hc ncw chute wilh iLs

improved and tc tc 1 dcsi n is

not cxpcctcd lo rcK uirc major

maintcnance or replacemenl in

Shc for scrable tulure the

fCj OCi S I
fhe modification o lhc

Soidicr Canyon Dam oullet

works at ltorsetocrth was madc

lo providc impravecl walcr

service to three rural domestic

watcr associations lhe Cily o
F rt Collins and Colorada State

or he CBT and NCWCD water

dislribution and management

the report said

As a result of lhe record dry
year in 1977 soil moisture

conditions al ihe beginning of
1978 were vcry poor Wc spring
wcather helped relieve lhis

situation lem x rarily bul also
resultcd in tale planling o most
crops Hot dry wcathcr
prevaiied during the remaining
summer monlhs and intu early

fall rec uiring hcavy irriga
tion lhc rcporl said

Arnple waler su plics were

was down Major tactors

responsible for this decrcasc
were a slight reduction in

harvesied acres and reducc d
farrn prices for some crups
the report stateel
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r state water officia said 1Vednesday
he fears a massive water filing by a
I enver iawy er and gealagist may fx
trie ci in the press k eiore it rea hes the

courts

Jim Ct rfi engi tieer f r the C ret lcy
bas c atcr ta sion r made his

comments al the annual meetir g kh

li cl i County L ndergrouf l 44at r Use2 s
oci i ion

Clc rk said c tnsive press aiterliun tu

the ater filing by busine s g ou s Icd by
lcn cr John liuston may hatn r lhe
statc ciigincer s wo k

r Hustari has m dc iilin s on n2 is ive
an ot nts uf u iderground w tLr

Ihrotigl out the sta e including itcr

l xaleci in nqui c s th usands ot fecl

bclow the surf ee

He has also iled on water which sce

into se ver lines waters trapped hiiid

subsw ce mounlain n oraines and

u atcr iro n deep ells wlrich isn t used
by presen FCiI o ncrs

I he st le engineer acts as at adviser lo
the water courl on Che clainls

Clnrk said the ress attent on puts his

oft icc in a vidncrahie pc sition as it

p epares lo dvise thc courls
Ne noted howe er the slste gnga rer

c a t

l

c Y

nceds rnore hclp lo ati ilyi the ma uiv
Cilingss arZd rn iy not reccivc a lditioet l
ii nding without fegisl3live atlenticn

And he said the way te gct le islal rs
attention may k c tl rr u h l rie j r ss

I he h3i d u1 of a tcr tscs v h al

tcndcrl WcdiFrsday s se5siori lc utcJ

most of their attenliun lo tl e llust n

filin s

Ciark saic state officials stii r ii t

suec what Ilustuu s gruup I n t i Pi t c

iliii s but saicl onc Crssi iiEl is i

ch ilicn c oC t 19 1 sl il luw Jt i nc d lo

rotect deep ayui ers

k i 1

d mcl l i 3 v

u linu d un pa r 4

place some severe costs u r Hustun s

plans

Thal la4v spsciiies tha persons The sCale engineer s of ice bclieves lne

drawing water from the de p aquifers appticant in this case Huston must

must own lhe land on the surface above und rtake tesls to determine lhe tolal

the wells And the law limits production amount of water available in the aquifer

ta one percenl o lhe total apuifer an Another major cost involves pumpirig
nually o water from the wclls proposed by

Clark said his office doesn t believe Huslon some of which would reach more
Hustaa s business groups ow n the sur Ulan a mile inlo the earlh
tace righls Phe economics oI removirig tha

ie noted tao the limitation of one amount o water is just mind bobbling
percent ot the aquifer arutually may the engineer said
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i s susr uncled the filin by
three segsrate rau Icr co

t vi of vast armounts ot Ca ora
do s undec gr uund water td w k
orce of re rters frorn A ssti7ci

ateclPress meinber ne 4 s a ers

in Colorado und liie AF ha
pro ed the x ater situation ns d
tlae persor s involved in it Th
is the irst o a five part se i s
on theu findings an ovc vie

o the conttovessy
3 f N1 ER AP On ths f

nal iili Q day ot 1978 t ree ri
vatc grou s loc cied lhc stale s

s ven district wnter ccurLs with

stacks ot upplications se ing
c nditiona ribi ts to more thnn

1 5 million acre fee per y ar af
unilerground water in Calorndo

1 hc extent of tlzc filings was

stag ering the imalicatians tm
mensc Gov Ftichard Lamm

spake cf a time bomb ti cing

away and some y ople say it
has ex loded

In total the rcundwatAr op
plications ot the lhree rou s

se k alr ut tl re4 times the total

sur ce stora e capacity of the
Denver W ter Iicaard evhich

ves 40 percent f Coforn o s

p pulation

Using the State En i er s
Ofiic yar ic ot S1 an a re

ioat tiie wat r ap Jleci tor
vrauld L worth more than Z150

millian year wh n ttnd i

L o t r

it is brought to ti s irYaceir

T e applicutions s ek rights

to groursdwater beneakh pri

vale stata and tederal lands A

c stly court batlfe has been
jois ed and watcr ex erts say it
could l st up to tive yeurs 7iie
oulc me could influcnce tis tu

ture of ranching farming in
dustry energy dev lopment
municipal exEzansion and every

dav life in Colorado

One broup c lone hus filed or
ri hts to more than 3 million
ncre icel oi water a year

better lhan ES rrcrcelt of lhe

watcr in qi escioa AE the center

ot that group i Iohn K Elus
ton

Huston is 27 a De v r resi

cient ge ologist at orney and

tl e son of tourgencrution

lestern Slupe mining und
ranchin famify His p lriners
are Wallace Yu tec a Soston

re l eat te And business ertr

preoeur and Alan V I eaffer

a tormar assaciate af Yatfee in

8oslon who rnoved to D nver 11

montt s agn

hiany of the apFlicatians
filed by iuston s group s k
ri hts to deeprock or nor

but ry aters nnr ere Ciled

withvut the knov ledge or con

sent af lanclov ners an ap ar
ent cht lte e lo state sta ute

St te otficlals r ict ri with
an ry accu aifons of water

types o groundwater adminis

trati n

Yet the s at had a yeur s

warning

Hustan s graup attempted to
reach a royalty agreement with
the State Board of Land Com

mi sioners n 9TJ ta tap ezp
grotuld at2rs under sEttle lands

in southeEStem Colorado wittt
o a we s

Under fire frorn water grou s

and the Attocney General s o
fice lhe tward and Huscon s

group withdrew th appli

cations 11ie Pueb3o Districl A

torney s office ergued that two
t oard memt ra v ho signed the

applicattons did not do so dur

tng a formal meetin and that
lherefore it w s t i a valid

s n

grab specula ion and monopoly
us lhe filin s ma lc their way
into pubiicatior throu h the dis
trict wuter courts

c

f

Nane uf the filings appEar to

ovcrlap rai in in some minds
tha question uf coqusion A31 8I

iegntion tieatedfy denied by the
applicants iiuston s group
Nedlog Technology Croup of
Arvada and lhe Colorado

Springs basecl Colorado PacUlc

inergy Colarado Pacific Aztec
The groups also deny specu

lation They say lhey tere apply
ing exploration and engineering
lechniques long used in minerul
development lo reclaim gr und

waters the slnle has lurn d its
back on

These applicatiors ure Ille

gal and we are going to fight
them said L amm Other st te

otCcials waler users groups

ar d water lawyers e r a luop
hele m y exist in the S at Con
slitution concerning ccrtaia

ji

fiuston lnter was indicleci by
a Puebio County rand ury on
13 counts o perjury and 13
counts iling a false in
strument in connecticn with
tt ose appiications The c c e
has not come to tr4al

But even as Huston s group
withdrew the applicalions un

der tire they vovred they wo Ld
b back And they are

A tnp or dear o many obscrv
ers is thai once lhe water
ri hts sre won he ground S

waters cou d be used for coal r

slurry pip lines to out ot state
points under the right of eml f l c
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i ei t Q maiii in inferstate com

merce granted railcoads end
gc wetlines

H uien and Colarn Pac tic

Energy Coiorado Pacitic Aatec
deny they want ihe water for
ceal slurry pi elines out o

state Nedlo says ii may use
some ot its sought after wuter a

tor oui oi state tse

1Vhat io the private groups
plan to do with tiiis vast

amount of grcundwater A sLr

W eck l sk force study by Tfye
r ssociaked Press und reporicrs

rom AP membFr newspapers

in C oloradn ura cited asnbitiuus

plans including

Possible large scale real

late development far which w a

tcc suppiy wo ild be guaran
leed

Tappin nAlura undcr

round water rrservoits high in

the Rockies for trunsmountain

di ersions to castern Cotorado

Thak water might also be used

qn th lti estern S1ope to aug
mentlatc summerstreamflows

and irri ation need5

The possibility of salt water
fish arms on the Cotorado

plains

AE pfication ot oil iield drili
ing techno ogy to recoti er water
as deep as 8 0 feet below Col
orado s lnnd surface

Coit inucd nn pa e 36

grouridv alcrannually or lrans

rno u lain divcrsiuns and uti cr
E e re is whal the tliree rraajo

uscs

groups wanl

Eluston s grou w der the

partnership name Bluepund As
so ates arzd scor a other

partnerstiip names filed or

more ll an 1 3 m sllion acre eet

antwally of groundwaters in al
most every area o the stale

Nedlog TEchnology Grou
o Mvada tilcd tor 20 rnillion

acre feet t elicved availablc in

the LLadville imestone forma

ticn a water aquifer in west

central Co crado N c log wants
t tnine 22J OOU acre fcet o tne

Colorado Pacific I ncr y
Colorado Yaci ic Aitec iled ior

20 000 acre feel annually t be

taken frorn ground N tcrs in I a

Plata an baontezwna counties

in southv estern Culorado 1 he

watcr wo dd Ue produccd as a

by product of c ai mining cind
driliing or thc w lcr ilsci

Sen tIaroid McCormick R

Canon Cily warned that control
ot thc an ounls of walcr t in

sought in fh ap rlicu ions
would sL ip cou y ci nr ission

i

crs t la u tise planning and walersSi slnn 6ri11es at lhe land
c ntrol

laving boli physical an i

r cial ability lo appiy watcr
to prcviously dry ur arid areas
could altow lremendoLLS specu

lation in land 11cCormick

said

pq ny oF liuston s appli

cations npparently chnllenge a
state law passc sl in 1973 and
mast trequcntly refer cd to by
its legistative designation
Senate i3ill 213 The law spon

sared by ivlcCormick calls or
lat d ownsrshi as a pre

rcquisitc to tan so c lled non

tr ibutary or t e rock ground

woiild resuJts in violations of

No th Platte River flow ngre

ments Glher w ater experts

tcar the same impact on re

quircnent stipulated under the

C focado River Compac

Federal attorneys say they
will tight the applicaUons for
waters under national torests

and in the Rocky A4ountain Na
tional Park

Prot ts numbering into the
thoasan s against the appli

cations h ive been ilccl in lhe

districl water courts by individ
ual landowners corporations

nd u ater user groups who fear

lheir watcr rights are being

otvncrship rgurrient nd says
the federal government would

own most of Coiarado s ground

wai er ii that were the case

Nedlog says it has leases Lo
some of lhe lands over thc
groundwalers il seeks and is

negotiating for leasc on the

rc st

Culorado Pacific Energy Col
arado Paei ic Aztec says it h s
lcases on uil the lands it has

filed an for groundwater righls
Mcanwhife Wyoming has

vuiceci ears sorne o the

pr er l watcr applicaticns

1

lhrcatened

Watcr conservancy districts
ancf the 5tnte Enginecrs O fice

have filed motiuns now pend

ing be are the Statc Supreme
Cnurl for consolidation of the

challenges betore a single

judge rathcr than choke the

water courts with hundreds o

individual casc5

Meanwhile the Legislature is

grinding out a package o bills
to shore u what they fear is a
loopholc in Colorado water law

governing groundwaters
Next 1 hc Stal e what ras

done what was t ot done ai d

why
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Dl VE12 AP Scattcr d

tlii uu oi t r stcrn Colorado

r ian ia ners lig nd sri3al
1 o fs ar ill driiiing rigs
omconc clsc s ti cll drillin rigs

re gaiug u spring up on
lhei back arc and corporale

pre crties ur h t water rom

lf eir ixisting c s is gain to

be ronfi catet

De vei gee ogisL luwyer John

il iluti un hcading a graup
hc sc applicntions fur condi

tioaal de ree eater rights 2otal

more han 1 3 million acre feel

a ear oi underground w aler in

olorado sa s the tears are un
faunded

Hustoa said in an intervietiv

he o lly wants now un apped
grous dwaters r the uncan

su ned portions of waters al

rcad being ausn c cl has no in
terest in the real estate over

yirig th m and wi11 in w way
interfere u ith U e rights of

people already u awino valer
f3ut the lili s causcd con

cesn ama g lanciowncrs rang
ing Erom hasn o ners in Trini
dad to the Ct 1 Steel Corp
and lhc Utiilcd Statc ovcrn

mert

fhere a ere among the ligion
of applications some unusual

proposed well sitc if coordi

nates in ihe applications match

ihose on the maps of div sion

J

irrigation engineers of the State

En6ineer s Office

Like lhe a ie calling far a
weli in the middic of J S 50

near the main entrance ta the

Puebio Wcst develo ment in

I ucb o Caunty or thc ane ihat
apparenUy would be locat id in
the middle of U S 2 4 2 5 ii n ul

1 5 miles southwesl ot Trout

Crcek Pass in Chaffee County
One application seeks per

mission lo drif r wa cr un

Gar ield Strccl in 1 r inidact U e

middle of lP7e city s residcnlial

James addition according lo
Cily En6inecr f3iN Eiawthorne

0 the beaten track one pro

posal would sink a well in the

middle o a gc avel road about

three n iles south o U S 24 just

east o Colorado Spiings Dec s

dedly in the beaten track 30
applications are for sites within

the U S Department ot Trans

portation fest Center northeast

of Pueblo

On a more sombcr nolc Lee

Stan icld GS and his wifc Gla

clys make lheir retiremenl in

come from lhcir Sylmar Manor

h9obile Eiome Park ncar E3righl

on

Stanfield culled INsfon s ap
plic tion tor groundwaler undcr

his trailer park n rotlen

deal althuugh hc admits hc is
not sure whal lhe appli ation

means

Ifoty Smokes we wcnt tu all
this work to get well permiGs to

turnish water to our pro xrty
ard here comes somebody lry
ing to take it away from us
Stanfield grow3ed I sure don l

want anyonc coming in o dc ill
a well un mY prupe ly

On the sunny side Jim Siieo
o Denvcr is ticklc i xt u iLS

ton s water rcclamation plans

He said hc sold 2 ix lots in ccn

lral Dcnvcr to Huslrin abr ul sir

months a o fur lwicc lhc

market valuc He wouf d r t say
how rnuch

I d hcard rwnors of an arle

sian wcl nn ti is praperly
Silco said 1 Stnew Ihis guy
had lo have somc girnmick lo

pay thal much tor thc land
he way ne ke t after rne

or il 1 figur d unolhE r Y iu

Tul was buried there or ome

thing he chuckled

Sileo said he still owns lots ur

either side of those he sold

If ihere is water nexl door

I m wondering now if i can file
for il too he wondered

Among the larger landowne
affcctcd by the watcr appli
calions is CF 1 of Pueblo anci

CF waler laywer Rubcrl We

l or n is not laughin

Wclborn said f uston has

rnadc applicalions fur w trr be

ncalh the comp ny s coa prop
crty in Hucrfano Courty appli
cations lhal tolal 1G0 X U crc

frct ar d propc se lo rccluirr

that waler wilh more than I fa

wells

Wc ecl stron ly that lh
owncr of lhe property is lh
only one who can obtain a righ

to use thal ypc ef w tcr Wcl

born said adding lhal CF
had filed a pro est to the appli

cations

Flank 1leshorer seaior U S

S c X

j i C

iis



trial atto4 ney in nenver said
Huston s applications on ederal

forc t rind park fands vill cer

tainly require compliance with
a uumber of tederal statutes

I m not going to cou t with
a water pislc l sn my hand

J

ssid leshorer 1 his is gettin wells of the Consolidaled Mu

to be a liltle hionopoly game tuai Water Co which supplies
with about ei ht peop e play watcr to about 75 000 Jefferson
ing CountY residents

Haston has also fiieci tor re I don t think he Iluston

turn flow or urconsumed w4 has any sExcilic way o putting
ter pwnped trom some a the lhat water to benefieial use
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especialiy in those yuaniities
and on that many lrxatio s
said Virgil lii11 presidcnl of

Consulidated Multtal

It musl be a s eculalive

deal just by the mere mass
applicalions F ill added

A
r

3
2S F

AY
i

J

ti

E

f

j
T

j
F

yKY
x t J

a

f

a

p

e
1

6 nir

g

2 1 6 F
ir

M

i f 6 G oT i
f

i

t
1 5 4

s

n
i

P
r

V

t
J

3 1 jri
I w

i L
l

r

s

i i
t 4 i

i sl
q 1 t e

r f o F

y yf
e

r
t

c w r 0

a

State Engineer Clstrence Kuiper with map detailing the
water rights apptications he caUed A raid on graundwater by
w h t ap ears to be speculators Kuiper said same of the

p c i
1

applications ii granted could aftect senior ri hts and violate

interstate water compacts AP L aserphotn3
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l difor s oie t lhe cenler o

hc coniry ersy sw raunding
ilin s ar niassivr amounts u

CuloraLO s underground vater
reserv s Is John N Iluslon and

his partners ln a serles of jofnt
ventures For the third part of a

fi c arl scrles b2ep 11 al r
Deep I oi i le membi i 3 of an
lssociatcd Press lask orce

lalked to Iluslon and his part
ners hat lhey have done and

taat they pi n
13y pEN1S SEARLCS

Associ sled Yress rtter
D NVER Ap John H

Huston a Stanford University
Phi I3eta Kappa geolo y gradu
ate and University of Colorado
law graduate knocked state of
ficials inlo lhe ropes early lhu
year when his applicatior s sur
laced or rights to underground
water In areas e ctendi g over
75 percent of Colorado

State o ficials have hranded

the filings by Fluston s group
for 1 3 million acc feet of wa
ter annually and the appli
cations o two other groap as a
water raid and an attempt at

mono aly an Coloc do s under
grcund watf r

iusfon told an tlssociated
Press task torce lhat lhe state
has turneci its b ck on lhis wa
tcr resoucce

Hc scoffed a alicgatior s hss
apptications wcre filed al the
Ilth haur as a surprise move
on the tinal filing day o 9 g

Everybaciy has knawn or
one enlire year he said in a
recent inlerview

Huston said his group staled
publicly that il would lile again

for water rights following an
early 1978 debacle wiUi lhe
State Land Commission lhat
ended wilh Huston s grcxrp and
the commission withdrawing
aPPlications far deep water in
southeastern Codorado
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Atan W Leafcr

Ffuston s law yers still are
liglzting Pueblo County grand
jury indic ments chargii tha

gec togist tawyes with perjury
and lilirag aise insttvments in
that tust efforf The case has
not come to trial

One w w1e year s nolice
Huslon reminded The cal was
oul oi Uie bag and nobody man
a ed to wakc up 1 iiis l st h r
sluff When you give sumeone
a year s nntice that is not ex

actly operating at lhe last mo
menL

Opponents argue thal Nuston
does not own the land over the
groundwalers on which he had
filed ior rigi ts

Huston calmly said state wa
ter law does not require land
owne ship lor waier rights If it
did he said the big lan@owners
wuuid have all lhe water and
you and I in lhe towns couldn 1
get a drink

Objecting water attorneys
say Huston has noi taken the
firsl step in waler appropria

lion going out on the land

s rveying and making a physi

cal e fort at reclain ing lhe wa
tei S

llusion counler ed i y saying
his group has s ent abwl

5100 000 in survcying F ul that
does not include colog r hy
drology T hal is protiably an
other 5100 p00 or close to il The

b lllorncy expenses has

bcen abuut 200 000 R lot of
people are involved and a lot of
expense

The issues will be setlled in
thc courts a baltle lhal atlor
neys from bo h sides say could
last up lo five years

The usually calm drativling
6 foot 4 Huston angrily denied
tvmors o collusion between his
group and two others that liled
for extensive waler righls on
Ucc 29 1978 the iasi filing day
ot the year

There were no apparenl over
laps despite the Jarge scale til
ings by Husfon and Nedlog
Technology Croup o Arvada
and Colorado Pacific Encrgy
Calurado Pacific Azice of Colo
rado Springs

li s a lie and rt solulely not
true I c n t know anyonc in
Nedlog or Aziec or whatevcr
lhat is said Nuslon

have casual knowla dge
one of the awyers involved
Wayr c 5duoedcr of Colorado

P cific Energy olorado Pacif
ic Azlec Wc had noknowledge
Ehey would file 1 have not had
any conversalion with any d
the princi les iuston said

Properly owncrs from large
corporations to individual

homeowners lcarrsing that H s
lon had filed for groundwaler
rights under their lands ar on

lhe celurn flows of exisling
wells panicked in fear lhat wa

ter drilling rigs would be set up
in their bacic yards or laces
business

Would I just arrtve w ith a

i

v X i

fv ic
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C J

cirill rib and say Hi Get your
wash out af tt e wayi Na I

fhink that went out with the
dacic ages the besp tacled
27 year old Huston said regar

ing his tiiin s for retura Qow

on some 2 0 0 existing dee
aquifer wells in the flenver Ba
sin

As lo his socalled overCilin s

on 3 327 e usting wel s in the
Denver Basin Fi ton gave
what est could be cailed a
Yes 3ut ar swer Ard tl t s a

very bi bul he added

EVe don t plan to dislurb

presenl cons im tive use It

the soughk a ter water doesdl
give s ri6hts lo real estate

purnp or pipe Huston said

The excess capacity o lhose
wells is what Huston seeks

We won t disturb lhe present
uses he said

tiuslon said he lhinks 60 per
cent of waler now beii

pumped from the Uenver Basin

deep aquilers is ot coasunied
by the users is returned to
groundwatcr supglies near the

e

F

u

i
r

c S

4k n

G

4

i q ro r

G i x j
A

y

s

VF mllace Ya fce

surtace and eventually u car
rit l out of siate by th9 Saulh
Plalte River

l e said he hoges to recover
those excess walers through a
neiwork of iLS of site wells

Huston can be viewed as a

creative pioneer in retrieving
these groundwaters for arid

Colorado With his combined

etiucaiion in geology and law
he said he is tryin lo brcak

new pround but not t1 e Iaw

in reciaiming unused waters
or use in Colorado

He said he hopLS lo modify
oildield utilization lechniqucs to

maximize water retrieval fram

the underground water ayui
fers

In addition to decp ground
water in southcastern Colorado
and the unused water he says

is returned t y existing wclls in
lhe Denvcr 13asin FIuston has
filed for righls to what he says
is untappcd waler Irom natural
reservoirs high in the Rockies

i uston now a Denver resi
denl hails rom a four gener

ation Wc tern Slope mining and
ranching family He is backed
in his venture by Bmton area
developer Wapace Yaftee and a
ormer Yaffee business admin

istrator Aian W Leaf er who
now lives in Denver

Iiuston indicaled lhe group is
intereslcd not only in waler
ri6lits but has plans also for
land acyuisilion to eslablish
new walcr relaied induslries

such as fish farms and ccal es
Gste developments lo inake usc
of the waler il has claimeci

Hust n ptayed his carcLs close
to lhe vesl in discussiag such
plans and financial matiers rc
lateci to his grcni ie did say
there is absolutely no Arab
money involved

4 e are not going lo use the
water for coa slurry pipclines

s
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John Hustart

7 tuil would seem a prohibitive
use under state tativ for ben

ifscia use in the slate of Calo
rado Nuston said

t m a nativc Coloradan 1
did not get into ttus to Eake va
ter out of Co orado The appli

cations say where we are goirzg
to use it Huslon said as hc
was interviewed lanked by
lwo attorneys in Uie olfices
o Yegge Hall Eva u a Den

ver law firm retained by Hus
lon and rds partners

As lar as 1 m concerned
there is no shortage ot water in
Colorado said Hustoa a big
man at 245 pounds wearir

cowboy bools and showing faint
streaks of grey in the slraight
black hair lhat spil cd over his
ea rs

Wc re talking basic resource
cfiscovery and deveiopment

That is sornething that has not
come to aler in Colorado be
lorc hc said

Huston appeareciunrufAed by
the cfaims of state o licials that
he cannot qualify for the water
rights he seeks because he does

not own lhe I td nbovc 1he wa
ler le dr clineJ howevcr to
discuss speciric sLacuccs his
lawyers might use in supporl o
his Uid I hat s sirategy t e
said

He did say t e dces not b
lieve any statute has been cha
lenged in the broup s con
troversial bid for water rights

5 e tried to slay with the
stalutes fiuston said laler
aVding that he got the idea for
his water filin s whiie attend
ing a wal r law class at the
Unive sity r Colorado School
ot Law

The State Constitution says
the water belongs to the

people w ler u ti ncrship per se
has nevcr belongc i to land
owncrs Ri hts of use is what
we are talking aboul luslon
said

Asked wh lhcr be planned in
the lu ure to contact land
a vners above the groundwaters

he has appfied for Fiuston in
dicated he would not

There are probably a good
many fandowners along the
Soulh Platta who are oblivious
to appropriations lu the river
The iac that you are over
next to or by the river makes
no difference let alone what is
obsci red a thousand eet

down Nuslon said

One thing inleresting about
lhis wa er grab idc is thal
mosl of these water rights are

the mosl junior that exisL We
won t get any water until every
other exisling authorizaticn is
salis icd he said

No one with existing wa er
righls should w rry Our prior
ity is very nearly the last We
are only ahead of those who

made applications in January
and February Huston said

Next Tlze olher w rtcr

groups
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TFe Grecicy Tribune
citr r t i Y c to c 1t

t1 ules key to griculture in
duslr nc urlxin dzvel pmenl

in Color ido h s bec e a lucr

ativc business

1 ise v lue of some w ater has
incrrased more lh n a thou

a td fold over lhc pas 20

years ott er n ater has tripled

in price in less han tu o ycars

One norlhern Colorado water

Excul itor s s shc vie s a

lcr as a Lettcr inv stment than

cilher real cstatc or cuninzon

stocks The krsou a ith ra

ler st xk arc oing to be the
nou eau riche of 1hc ne t eu

er ztion iid the tivom in ti ho

ask d noI be ideutified

7 ake for exan ple shares ot

Big T vater so namc d becasse
the aler as brought l norlh

eastern l alorado by the Color
do I3ig Thompson projecl a hich
diverls te rom the Weslern

Slu x

When the pro ecl was com

pleted in lhc I te 1950 s waler

users were of ered units o Big
T water if lhey cuuld show a
neecl and would p iy 51 50 an
nually tor each unit Each uniC

ives the holder rights to

sli htly less Ehan one third of 1
perc ent o tt Uig P water
available in a given year

Some farmers con racted tor

Big T watir lhen lried lo give
it ba Lvcn in lhc early
1964 s the w ter sold or 530 a

unit

Today those same uaits sell
or S1 7W each

Hig T water s expecialty at
traclive because its 310 000

unils can be transferred any
4 here in the 1 5 million acre

area included in the Northern

Colorado Water Conservancy
Uistrict Rapid increases in wa

ter prices ha e not been limited

to the northeasi corner o the

slate

ln ftocky Ford along lhe Ar
kansss ltiver in saitheastcc n

Colorado real eslate man Fiar

old liancodc said prices or

easily transferred x aler have
rcacheci as high as 3 000 an

acre foot
a

Harcvck biarnt ci m ch uf tl e

i icrc isc c i aduslrial reyu rc

u ents or water and said nia

jor cor otatians are u illing lo

paiy iT ore th n farmer s can a
ord

1 one cust flancock said a

curp r te purchase stripped the
w tcr rs hls from some 50 000

acres af irrigalc l tai ml nd in

south rast Calor du

Un llie 1 eslern 5fapi Grand

Jtn rlion ar rn c 1 ill iuf

ford sai prices o K ater ri lits

lir e iizcre tstd graduaUy ovr
thc pasl several months An

acre foot o irri 3tion vrater
frorn a mcdium sizcd dilch now

sells tor bclwecn 200 ai 3 i0

ln ihc drouglil of the mid 70s

he added water priccs sky
rocketed ko 5450 lo S00 an acre

oot Thcbe prices retreated lo

presenl icvcis when the droughl
cndcci Uufford said

Waler from tt eGreeley Love
land Irr galion Co a medium

sizcd company has risen from
35U a share twa years ago to

appro imately 5940 a share to
day

Water brokcrs cited in

creas K demand lrom cities for

ihe sharp pric inc eases and
said armers are not able lo
pa the prices o irrigate Eheir
land

Pherc jusl isn t any more
water available said Crecley
watcr brokcr Dave Bcrnhardt

The cities can a fucd to pay
tor the water The farmers

can l

Water pc ices are high
enoi gh in tact to change the

econornics o farming in north
ern Colorado

Gleru 6iUings a former Weld

County Commissioner and now
a real estake developer said

some developers Duy an irri
gated farm and sell ot ihe wa

ter to cover their costs The

properly then is sold as a less
produclive dryland tarm

Billings said too that some

farmers are selling excess wa
ter lo gay o f lonns on their
farmlanc

15 hile li ic Northern Colorado

VJalcr Conscrv ncy District
took slc s sevcral years ago o

prcvcnt speculalion in its IIig T
waler primarily by limiling
uwnership tu ymrsons wha nea d
the watcr for farm or munici

pal uses speculaiors luve

been involvecl in the stwres of

other waler companies i
7 hc wornan waler speculator

who asked nol to be idenlificd I
told ol buying shares in an irri
ga ion comp iny for S100 UW in
lale 1978 Ten days la er she

said she was o fered E110 OQ0

or the samc water a poeen

tial profit o 51 000 a day
There s yuitc a litlle of Lhal

gaing on said water broker

I3ernhardl

Ucmand or walc h s in

creased with growth along the
northern Front Range where

mast cilics ncnv rcyuirc dcvel

opers to provide about ti ree

acre fect ul waler a ye r for

cach acrc o land annexcd lo a

city

23
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Editur s Kote Pending pr xess oi goir cff in what wa
bcfore the Colorudo Supz eme lrr experls s y will be a y e
Cc urt now ar motla ts con

cernfng appllcatlons tur rlghls
to u staggering asnoe nt o

Colorado groundwater It fs the

irst batlle n whal pra niscd to

be a long Icgal war 1i hat are
the applicable lau s What are

the poluts ln debate A task

forct o rcporters rom

long couri battle cen ens g on
rovisions of llie Colorado Con

slitution and a Staic vat r law

enacte in 1973

On une side are threc private

groups s ekir iuc re th n 1 5

million acre te a iru lly o
olor i lu uizcicrgr oi n water

On lhe olher a c slate oltici ils

Assoc ated Yress member w ter uscr grs ups ard olhers
neH spapers ln Colorada and tivhu s ys gr inlin uf Ihc u it r
The AP spent slz K ceks looic ng righls applicatic n5 y ould il

Inlo tl e water sltuatlon Thls Is

tl e second parl o a tive par
a rece t interview I amrn

series on lhelr findtngs The id he is confident the s te

state whal was cuae whai was
Prevaii Al thc s me time

not da c and why ho cvcr hc spokc c a p siblc

G 0
conslitulional attundtnent lo

Pucblo StarJow na Chie fai i shore up any vcatcncsses in the

DEtiVE t AY We ve slate s abilily ta defend its pr
had a lime bomb in our Con cious water resources

stiiuticu lhat has been ticfcing nd w hile lhe State Depart

away said Richard lamm ment of Naturai T esources has

guvernor o Colorado u dertaken a complete review

That time bomb is in he of Colorado s water law s

The constitutional issues recent Colorado Supreme Court

concern whelher or not these decision in lhe case of Slone
are waters of lhe slate subject watl Estales vs CP I Stee

to apprope jation s siu acc wa Corp tnay be the key to block
lcrs irsl in time ti sl in ing lhe liuslun claims in south
righls or if lhey are desig eastcrn Color do

nateci undergrauixi tkisiu aqui Stone ti al says very clearly
tcrs b lunging tu the parly lhat and reaffinns in iact that bed

sits above tlx n said Sen nxk ayui crs a e twt subjecl

llarold McCormick R Canan to cippraprialion s id

City l4leCormick

It was McCormick who spom

sored lhe 1973 law t1 3i or the

first time placed non tribulary
bedra k walcrs like thatic in

dispule in southeastern Colora

do under even limilcd state
controL

The law sliil called by ils
legislalive ciesignation SB213
limitecl extraction of such wa

ters l0 1 percent a year and ap
p rently vesled litle lo bedrock
water in the awner of the land
above lhe ormation

MrCormick said he believes a

Since bcdrock ayuifers are

i ot subj ct to agproprialions
lhe piclw e shiils to the ripa

rian cauept ot IaAUI owneiztup
regarding waler rights he

said Il itnplies lhat lhe perv

son who c nirols lhe surf icc

controls thnt which is urider the
surtace 1 believe lhat would

excludc thc 4lustnn a praich

Under h1cCormick s inter

pretation tii ston s group musl
lhere ore prove the walers

they are secking are non tri
butary and a ter that presum

l ainrn snid the departmenl will
not tx rcady to pr pcnc

ch n es until next January
1 hre ruu n are invulved in

Il c k lcr tilings but attention

I is centcred on the appli

cations filed by lhe group head
ed by Jotn 1 Ifusto l a Den

ver atlurney and geologist

lluslon is seekit rights lo

u urc than Y 3 million acrc fect

uf w iler annually hcre have

l een prutcsls lu Ili ston s pro
pasals to lap u t he says are

nalurai u fderground rescrvoirs
hi in the mcninlains and lay
ci im to unusc l watcrs fram
exisiing wclis

i3ul it is Huston s claim lo
6og Wll acre eet annually o
bedrock watcr in southcaslcrn
Coloradu tl al has slirrcd the
greatest controversy He pro
posed u cxlr ci tftit water
lhrough a nelwcirk o 3 19G

wells ranging in depth trom 500
feet to more than 6 OW teel

ably would have o deal with
lhc land wnership provisions
oS SB213

Iluston makcs nu prelense o

owning the land ovcr thc tx d
rack w lers he sceks although

HusloFy said he now is engaged

in acquiring leases or litic to
pra xrlicx u thc artas in

volved

Thase propccties includc pri

vatc stale and ccfcral larrds

and most o those who own or

conlrol thal land have ex

press c1 a decidcef disinter l in

tluston s pian

Scorcs o prot sts to the fius

ton filings and lhosc o the lwo

othcr groups tloocled the stale s

listricl waler cuurls early lhis
ycar A motion to combine

lhose protes s now is Exnding
be ore ihc Colurado 5upremc

Court

The olher oups u hose a r

plications are being ch llenged
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J c
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il wel may be that thcse
w tcrs are subjccl to appro

priation lamm said l3ut

when you louch water in lhc

W l yuu tuuch evcrything
fhe Colurado Constitution cs

lablishcd a melhod of alloc t

ing all surface waler in lhe
slale and by extension all wa
ter thal af ecls sur ace flows lt

is caUcd lhe doclrine o prior

appropriation the lirst per

son to claim water and put it

lo beneficial use has righls lo

lhat amounl of waler in perpel

uity

rc Nedlog Technology uf Ar
vad and Color da Paci ic Az

lec Colaradu Nacific FnerEv o
Colur do Springs

Nedlog is seckinF cights to
220 OW acre Ieel annually from
thc l cadvillc limcslrme orma

tions in wcstern Color do Co o

rrdu Pacific Axlcc Colqradu I

cific I nerKy is scckin 2U 0 1Q

acre fc ct aniiva ly in conruxUon
with co il mining in I a lata

and hlontezuma caunties

While i mm ccmceded the

Slalc Contilitutiun may nol

dircctly ddress lhc issuc

rai cd by thc k atcr rights a
plicaliolis hC lt1SISlC I I1C Slatc

is well armed for lhe upcominF
legal baltle that could lasl u

lo fivc yc irs

k c are not giving aua
any o qur rgu nents on thi

IluSton lilin6s bcc usc c ari

Cuntinued on pagr 2
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Caztlsauetf trom pn e i

also dealing with Senale Bill
2 3 amm said

i want to make ctear that

r7y entire objection to lhe Eius
tan filings is nol that lhere is a

p g pi obtc in eur Con

stitulion he s zid We are

saying that even in our con
stikutiorial pruvisions these C ap
elitatio u are illcgat arzd we

are going to tight lhem
Late in 977 Hus on ai

lempted lo set up a royalty

a reement with the State I snd
lioard th it would have iven

iim rights to tap the dcc
groundwaters o suutheasiern

Gol rado wilh 1 014 k ells

k y applicai sons wcre wil

drawn and f uston slill faces

charges in Yuet lo District

Cour in conneclion with thase
applications

Hustan however said publi

ciy h wrould retilc lt ose appli
calio u 1 lhere were any

doubts aboul loopholcs in thc
state s waler law the governor

and Llie i enera Assembly had
an opporlunity ast year to do
somef lung aboul it No action
was laken

l amm said stale oFficials iid

not recogniie lhe issu in lus

ton s first filiiigs Ve did nol

realize lhe extent of Hustan s

ciainis he said

Tlic idca tt l tt cy would

tile all of tl ese applicat tons un

sho per infeslation in easlcrn
Colorado

We recognize that there ar

certain changes thal probably
have to take place in Colora

do s rnnstitutional water laws

Limm said A lot of pcople

claim that it should be changed

twt nobody can agree on
c hat iI should be changed to

We re not looking at a con
stituliona amendment this ycac

becaasc of course we can t

vote on it until 1990 general

election attyway l mm said
hicCormick said he feels

preseni slate laws pastieu

L rly SB213 wil b sufficient

to rebufE lhe Huston appli

cations As tor any weaknesses

der private lands we were nol

an notice Lamm said

Asked why l e failyd to in
clude appropriate le6islatiou to

cope wilh the groundwater

problem in his 1978 lebislative

catl l mm said Iluslun s ini

lial bid surfaccd aftcr lt c 10

day period he had to pface ad
diLional proposais on lhe Gener

al Asscmbly agenda had ex
pir i

We woufd have had to have

had a s xcial session the gav

ernor noled

The ovcrnor did call two

special s sio s last year one

lo dcal wilh a crimina sentenc

ing aw and the other to appro
priale tunds lo fight a gras

hlcCorttiick said lhe remedy
was available ta the Gencral

Assembly iast year alter ius
lun s lirst lilings

But no remedy w as sug

gesled and no stalutory remedy

w s available t ecause tiicy
were nol on the governor s

call said Mc ormick 1 lhink

there was conlidence in SF3211

and o ly time will tell
ln even numbe red years the

l cgislatiirc can co uider orily
lhose items put belore il Qn the

governor s call

As for ltrP groundwater itsel

the suf jecl of the dispule there

was rw hesilation as tarnm

spoke aboul its imporl nce to

the slate

Sometimc do4vr thc road the

slate may have to depend an
il he said l don t see how

clse you can look at Ihose inter

secting curves of supply and
lhc demand incrcnsc rom

grn vlh and energy

he govcrnor said thai sincc

adcfitional surface walcr

sources in Caiorado are prac

tically gur e i e ve got to look

at surnc altcri tivcs and ccr

lainly one of lhc irsl pl ccs to
fook is underground such as

deep wcll aquifers
John Huston and others are

ahead o the stale un that

c unl

Nexl Jol n 1 ltustor Part

ncrs and Plans
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S UC NI5 SF AItI I S cxistin uncicr roundtescrvairs

elssc iaitcd F rrss 11 riter abo e R otlu fcet in the Colorado
ll N1 I Fi lAi 1 Jolu tl Hockics Hustai said tliel res

lu iun s massive app3icatians ervoirs exist in connecti i with
fc r walc righls to Calorado terminal tacial niarairs and

ruund alers are nol only con lhat water rom them catiid be

leo eisial bul show a pionecr tapped for late summer a3djau

ii g ap ro rcl to redaiming tumn release
tt ese ti atcrs What we are talking at oul

lusla i breaks i is u ater recl is a number of smaU uojects

n ation plalLS do n isiio three ti ith dislinct goals and put

in jar groups pasw that involve very ditfer
Southrastern Co orado Ap ent kinds o water Huston

plicatioru for waler righls o said There are di terent baui

ieep h drock waler tc talling ness arrangemen4s lhat relate
6t9 7 0 acre teet annually ac lo each one

co ding lo tigures rom the Soulhcaslern Culoradu

S ite Engineer s Of ice Huslon seeks water righLs lo

Den cr 3 isin arid north socalled bcdrock waler aqui

eastern Culorado Appli fers lying from 500 feet l0 9 000
calions for rights to reclaim un f et under lhe Arkansas River

onsumed water from 3 327 drainage system

existing bedrock vclls iusion fIe called it non tributary wa
estimaicd GO perccnt ot these ler sayit it lies b neath a lay
bedrocic Evaters being pumped er o nearly impermeable bed
are returned lo the South Pltitte rock and Iherefore has liitle

River drainage system threwgh or qo communication with the

leech fields septic tanks leaky surtace
sewers and ditches ffe wcwld 11 is basically lost to man
reco er these waters with a kind without devclopment arui
s stem of 385 new wells heretofore has nat 6een devel

Central and ti estern Ccslorada oped e ccept or a ew deep
Applicatio u for ri hts to stock wells 1 us on said

702 000 acm feet annu ally rom iny hydrologists believe

Ib t Iluslon s id are t aturatly water aI those deplhs was laid

S V Y

c own by ancicnt saity seas aazd
therefore would De very saline
ttustnn said Fus rtsc uch in

dicsted much o ltze waler is
soft and potable

A lot of it could be useci tor

power piani cooling even if

sally There are a lol of ish
Lhat love saJt water fluston

addeci notir g thret fish arm in
duslries could be brcw6ht in

Il is in connection witti hese
deep waler applicatians in

soulhaastcrn Colarado lhalHus

lon said he has laid out vater
ields for maximization of

bene icial use He said he

hoped to moclity lhe oil in
dustry s uniliration mcthod
in rccovering lhese deep wa
lers

These fields are laid out in
an engineering manner Hus

lan said 1 cannot allow some

body to go down deeper in t e
aquifer from me and remove
rny pressure head and increase

my pumping costs un 1 o00 and

2 OU0 fool deep wells
1 his explained his massive

iling in southeaslern Colorado
Huston said Tfae extensive til
ing h4 said was designc f so

tl at he could control pwnping
rom the aquifer and i sure

r 4

naximum w ler retricval
may la4e water ast c one

wcll and in cct il inlo nolher

wet to increasc pro fuclion ait

of a lhird wcil he said

l uslon said ihal anyone who

pumps from lhesc ay aifers tn
day wilhast th2 thcary o uniG
zalion er ayuifer managemenl

is uilty of waste
Ucnr cr I asin and Norlhc rslern

oiorado

Huslon said thcre are 2 OW

wells in the Denver Basin now

drawing water rom bedrock
sources but using only a0 per
cent of the waler lhey pump

I e seeks the righl to reclaim

60 perccnt o t at waler on

ground il is no4v relurning lo
groundwaters and the Denvcr

sewage system after the senior

water rights have becn tued

Thcse filin s raised a hue

and cry frorn landowners As
sislanl State Enginecr Bill Mat

lern said he has no way of esti
mating the annual volume on
lhe return Iluu s He thinks me

lers will have to tm allached lo

tl e exisling wells if the Huslon
applicatioru are ap oved to
determine whal Huslon would
be entieled to

Huston maintained We are

timiting oursclves lo whal is

Ieft over aflcr existing wcll
owncr s usc fIe said hc would

reclaim lflese walcrs now go

ing lo wasle with a series ci
diversion or uffsct wells placed
in wideveloped areas such as

washes arroyos and tow lying
placc where groundwatcr nat

urally collecls

He said his time now ts con

sumed buy sng lhose diversion
well locrlions sil s We have a

few Wc have a long way to
go he said

Cenlral Weslcrn Colorado

Nuston said t e believcs his

plans would so vc a shortage o

reservoirs on the WesternSlope

by utilizing what he says is
now unused tributary water
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floW ing out o the slate irom ai es th t exist hi t in thn e said thc cA morairx watcrs watcr uut C siate k n rc

z turally xivrring under mountains at poiats whcre tl s 3re tributary In the past the quired Huslon said

advar ce of aciers halted De aler ran dowiutrram and out 1 m lhe last in line Aftcr
ground reservc irs

His filings sc ic a tota170i WO posil uf sand and gravel in L i state as runoff it refilIing evcryone elsc h s bean saei

acre feei annuzlly according to moraines act a subsurtace the moraine reservoirs will ef lied lhen we can lill thc e rc

slale igures fro n these under dams to trap ground vaters in ecl downs rea n Ilow during crvoirs he said 1 evcryon

ground reservuirs to be re layers of si t filled u behind Wtnter monitu when lth e else gets lheirs thcn maybc
leasecl in laie surnmer and ear the morainES s nce the ice age streams are dilivering mere H islon will get his

ly autunin he said

The big complaint has bcen Ti e m raines he is interestec7

we c not have reservoirs and in all are loc aled in lhe Roc ies
lack the mvney to buiid lhem ai 8 0 fect altitude or higlicr

Sur ace r servoirs are out Too Hi ston saicl

castly liuslon said Je can en i eer th e

1 1 e to irzd an alternative structures so we can ciivert wa

withoul ciams and little or no ter irom them during strtss in
imp 3ct on existing Coforado en late summer and autumn ar d

ironn ent lhe mast s s de refill lhem by natur l proc c s
grce gealogist said snowmell and runotf i Iste

The altccnalive Fluston said wintcr and early spring l ius

is to bc oiuld in giacial mo lon said
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Tappi g be r ck a e s
This is an Art st s drawing oi how the John

l uston group proposes to tap bedrock waters
in southeastern Colocado Pump A illuslratex a
u eli Huston says could tap water trapped deep

bcaeath the surface Pmnp B is a standard
well ceclaiming water trom the upper water
iabie AY Laserphato

o

I

e a

The AY Task Forcc report

Ucep Watcr Ucep IYoublc is
based on ceporting by George
Orbanelc o the Grand Junction

Sentinel John Seelmeyer of

The Creeley 7Yibune Bill Cag
non of the Pueblu Star Journal

Chicflain penis Searles o 7 he

Associated Press and Marjie

Lunci trom of the Forl Collins

Colocacloan Other rnembers ot

the slaffs o those newspapers

and olher AP member news

papers in Colorado contributed
to the series i
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f dilor s ote Thc cun

iro rrsy ab ut applicatlons or
righls to more than 1 5 million

acre ieet anrsuall of Culorado s

undc ground 4atcr reserves

cii1 bc dcbatrd in lhe courls of

public opiniun antI laH for

scti eral years 1 ie final part of

the ti c part rAssaci lccl Press

T sk Furce reporl 1 eep 4i iter

llcep Truublc luoks al thc
argwnrnls u d issurs iin olved

i llic dispute

li I t 1SS 1RL1 ti

lssoci itcd Press tiS ritcr

UL hV f AY Ucapile

ihc sca sizc yuanlitics of vatcr

involved t1 e conlroversy o er
massive ilings by lhrc e groups
fur ri t r ts to Colorado UUnc

u ater boils down lo a classic

struggle L eht cen private enler

prise and government

Statc ufficials and wa er

users groups havc liranded the

applicalioru pure speculation

and tlle il

But thwe sai e slale oflicials

admit Colorado has made no e

focl to redaim the grounci

N aters especially the deep
non rechargeable bedrock wa

lers ith some type oC slate

iter p oj ct The excu5e

tl ose decp t ater5 wuttld be loo
cx xn ivc lo rcdaim

Ti c applicants disa ree

Thcy say tli xie 4 atcrs bolh

i tx cL ock iqui crs and iit whai

they say arc natural under
gr otu d resen oirs in lhe Rocky
hlountains can be economiC

all re laimeu at today s waler
prices

The applicani 9 the Uenver

U sed John H Huslon group
Nedlog Tcchnolagy Group of
Arvada and Colorado Pacific

Azlec Colorado Paci ic Encrgy
of Colorado Springs seek

ri6hts to more than 1 5 miliion

acrc Icct a year of those

k roundwalers f I zstai s cks lttie
lion s share more ttian 1 3

million acre leei annually
The Legisiaturc and the Colo

rado DC aI ifi1C i of Nalura

Resources are dcveloping l ilis

to shorc up Coloradr s last un
develu d w tcr sourcc a6airut
se h rrcissive appiications

f hat effort has at teast ane
water atlorney vorried

George Vrani li ot Roulder

said he ears reactionary legis
laliort lhal would cw lail lc iti
malc walcr appropri liora thut

are ileci lo obtain a s cific

i u intily o w ater fur a sE cci ic
use It will make it just that

tnuch harder to appropriate
vater for I gitimate purposes

Vranish hired Hustcn as a
law clerk several years ago

but said hc as no conriection
with Huiloci s prcscn w ater
righls applications

E undreds of prolests have
txen tiled ainst the water ap
plicatio u o the three ou s

The Colorado Supreme Court
now is ca uidcring a motiort to
consulidate those cases Whai

eve the high tourt ruling he
c ntest in llie couris is ex

x eted to drag on for ye rs
1 hat main lega wcapo s ex
tited to bc usc l in tlie coutt

batlle include a stale law

kiz w n informa y as Scitale Bil1
213 and lhe Colorado Watcr
lZighls Act of 19G9

Sc me water attorneys fight

ing the applicalions ear the

Water ltighEs Aet may have
E een a mistakc in lhal it said

al waters originating in Lhe
state surface or undergound

are subject to appror rialian
The siate and waler users

groups are relying un S13 l13 as
their legal weapon to defeat

Iiuston s applicutions for G20

000 acre cet annually o deep

bedrock walcrs in suu f castcrn

Colorado

Sf3213 passed in 197 f re
quirc landowner corsent i e
i re a weli can be drilled to

putt a i cdruck or ncn lrilwtary
otuid a alcrs

1 u lon allhou h hc has noL
yct filcd ur wcl rmils pru

pascs lo drili 3 l fi wclls to rrcl
airn tieep 6row dwatcrs in
soulhc tcrn Colarado I c

makes no ctaim to land own

crshi or owncr x rini siori for

his wides Prcad Ixzii r k ap li
catiuns bul clid say his g oup is
cyuiring i cal cslatc in 1ca cs

for lus bec3 ocic projects

Fii ston argucd lhal it si r ace

owncrship is required to purnp
1 edrock watcrs lhen the feder
al governmenl owns U percent

of Colorado s dcep gr und
v aters

Colorado acific Az ec Colu

rac o Paci ic Energy said il hr s
leases for ail lar is overlying
thc groundwaters it sceks Ncd

log said it has sortie leases and
is scekir leasc5 wilh ulhcr

tandowners overlyi g the rescr
voir it v ants to lap

Huston s ex crt walcr attur

ncy Michacl SJndyti NJhilc of
Uc vcr ar ucd that thcrc is a
slalz con litulion il rovisiun o

c mdemnatiau lu re ch water

Ydhitc s id thul ri f t o con
dcmnatiuu is likc thc old stalc
mining law whieh said lhat if a

landowner did nol dc velop his

oa

f

t y 4 t i
J

r
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r

i
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scc

ca iu c es then it s availab

for an onc in the public
5cn Harold 11cCormick

C aii ait Cily s nso u SI3 ll
disagreed

I tac coristituti nal c ioht uf a
ccss could u fact superce

lhe ti espass aw if be L uck w

lcrs are corsi lcrc i sninerals

the i ow ts h1cCo mick said

do 1 tliink that this pertains t

u atei vhicl is iot a niineral
tie addcd

iVhite also is exNected lo
gur thal thc i atcr Act of 19G

supercec es SI3 13 The co

ci liun x expfaincd is tlk

the acf declared aU water

originating in the state surtac
oc u idirgrowid sutr ecl lo a

p upriatiori by thc publie
1Uale lawyer Ward Hischer

li iirinau ot t1 e Fort Collir
1C itcr l3oard and attorncy to
the Cache 1 a Poudre N ate
Uscrs Associ lion in protestin
the applications said he bc
licves lhe Watcr Itiohts Act o
14H 9 w s a Icgislalive mistakc

I ciou t think lhe Legislatur
rcalizLYl lh il tl e acU bruad

et cd wtiat used lo bc 1aw a

st zled in lhe Coaslitution
Fisclter s ud

1 he Colorado Corutitulion es
tablished the doctrine of prior
approprialion the first per

son to claim water and put it lo
beneticial use had rights to that
waler in perpetuily Thal provi
sion huwever was interpreted
as applying only to appropria
tions from surface streams

U pite the problems he sees
wilh lhc Water Ribhls Act
Fislier said he belicves the
statc can slifl stop the appli
cations with cxisting law

Op si tivater lawyers also

claiiu 1liutun und thc othcr ap
plicants have not taken the sa
called firs step in appro

nr x f G

c prialing watcr a rcquircmefit

lhat sorne moncy and tvork Ge
f expended

3 fic hasn t donc any work
Fischer said AI hc has donc
is lile cl ims in court So I

a don t lhink you would be inter
a fcring with his rights becai c
y he has made jw ap uopriation
I Yranisl idded that the irst
a step is more than shulQing pa

rs

I1LLSlon lio vever said his
p oup has s ent more than

W UW on sw veying and geolo
gy hydrota ry studics Ncdlog
said its project began more

S than 11 years ago Colorado Pa
e citic Azlec f lorado Paci ic

p Lncr y has made its appli
calions in conjunctio wilh

coal minin activities ollowing
u hyiL olugocia sludics
r Onc o pasili m con ensus is
r that he apptications for under
g round r ervuir wulei s in lhe

mowitains and in westcrn Colo
f rado can be vught on the basis

lhat the waters are tributary to
e surface slreams and would if

granted damage senior water
s rights

Statc officials claimed lhe
walcr rights applications o thc
three groups all filed on the ti
nal businc5s day o 1978 were a
seieak 8iI7CI to calch stafe
agencies off uard

Yaler lawyers discounled
that and said lhe final day il j
irig is typical water rights i
strategy allowing lhe applicant

i successful to maintain that
year s priorily right

Anuther Icar coneerned lhc
origin of muney supporling the
h ge groundwaler projects

A task orce of rcporlcrs

trom 7he Associated I ress and
Rf mcmbcr ncwspa ers in Col
orado io u d no cvidencc o
shady w orei n money in
volved in any of the lhree
roups With onc exception all

the know i principals of the
tbrce roups were interviewed
extensively

The exception was Nedlog s
partner Revned now a De1e
wpre corporalion No reply has
been received lo writlen rL
cjuesls for information con
cernisi lhe olficers and clirec
lors o Revned Revned is
Uenver spelled backwards
Nedlog is Colden spelled back
vards

The grou z were put logether
is parinerships or joint ven
u es w th papers filf r at the

cowriy Icvcl rathcr lhan wilh

lhc Color doSccrclary of Slatc
Thc parinerships do allow
fUCt I1 S o hcr Uwn lhc

slated pai tners to remain
a nonym ous

Ct crc is a Icgiun of ulhcr
questions about thc m LSSi re
water applications

A major onc cocccrri5 lhe
cost ot driliing thc deep i ed
eock evcils n experue so ne

dr illin experGs said tould
reach I 000 a oot Anothcr
queslion is how the devciopers
could af ord lo pump waters
irom dc pths ranging up to 5 G00
fcet

You would necd another
Chcrokee power plan to power
Lhose pumps Assistanl State
Engincer 3ill hlaltern said o
lhe Iluston appiicaiions ir thc
Arkaruas Rivcr Basin

5c mc obserti crs arc certain
lhal tslon is looki Iuyuixi

electricity perhaps to vrind or
solar puwcred pumps to raisc
lhe dcep waters lo liic sur ace

129



i

W aler yu i ity is a satf r poinl tlu e Ixc7ruck u atcrs arc Colo
tlk t puLZles hydrul gists rado s tast soiu cc of una pnro

The deeper you go the more priatc ci water In view of t ie

likely the watec will be salty stale s conlinue growth he

said 3ames F 131akey c9istrict said lhey will become crilical
chie ot lhe U S Geulobic l tor slate needs iti lhe years
SLrvey al ead

But i you are willing to pay The value af Colorado s

ihe price o th hole you may oundwater h s been esti

be willing o p y lhe price u r iated at anywhere trom 51fit7

ciesalinization teeatmer t to millior to 5s0 bsllion since 1he

make it suita le far a y usz siveappiicationssurfaced

said 131akey wh notecl lhat the 1 all the applied for waters

town o IIuckeye Ariz tor couid be old forE1 U00 an acre

pears has had a dcsalirucation Coot lhat voulcl bc a onc shol

plant lo supply ils municipa 5 billion sa e or ai ntLi de

wale li erics in x rpetuity
Slate E zgincer Clarci cc Cui Iiuwevcr the g oundw tcrs

e r atnong the for rr ost adver under yueslion are a lonb way
saries oI the water righi appli and a loE g time ro n twing
c nls mainlai zcd ihc ilinbs imped lo lhc surfacc

ha e al tl e ap narances ot Many observe s pi edict a
speculaliun court l ttle lasti tive years

And iiuiper again and ain n the stale and possibfy eder

emphasizcd that lhe bedrork al courts I he only pcople ma
F ilers arc nun rccfl argcablc in ing munt y on llie walcr rif hls
our lirne and once mined will controversy for tl e time txing
be gone will be watez lawyers 11ieir

Go Ili lwrd I amm saitl oin r lc is ki r an hour
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Joiui H Huston head ot the Denver bssed group that has groundwater is shown here in his typic al garb boots jeans
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C i c i i 1iTlie Grecley TYibune
GRk EL S Co o AP 4Vhen representatives oF

three grou s making rnassivc watcr rights applicnfions
paid tt ousands of fiL r Fees in Cclorado WaErr Cow ts
lheir ex xnes were just be innin

For Ihe deep t propased evells 3 t 6 ot them

a eruging more than 1 000 eet in suutheastern Colorado
Grceley wc11 contractor Sam Rank said drilling costs

could reach l fit a f ot

F or a 5 cx fwt well khat mear s drii ing e cpenscs o
abnut SS rillio7 me applica ions cai or evelLs 9 u00
fcet cteep

Eci t csh chairmun of t re Slate Board o Exnminers of
Vater 1v ell and Pump Installation Contractars sa d
vells oi le s than 1 000 eet cbuld c ost 54U a oot enm

pared with 311 a foot ior a typieal shallow furm wetl

Qeyord the costs of driiling government and industry
spokesmen said pumping on the dcep wc ls might be as
high as 545 an acn toot after purehase and installaticu
of ptunps

Bu1 neither Itank nor Lesh expect any bon anza for
Colorado weli dr llers should lhe massive water rights
applicalions be grzsnted

Lesh estimated it at only 5 percent of Cotorado s 300
wetl drillers hmve equiomenl capable o drifling 1 000
foot wells much less ones going down to 9 000 feet He
addc i thal he believ the demand wou d be spread over
several years

ilank said oil well drillers may have to be cnlled in Eor
the deep ell jabs and oil rigs have been in light supply
in ihe Rocky hlountain area since the energy fx om
L cgan

Oncr the wc ls are oompleted pumping costs would be
another majgr expense in the venlures

3ill JohnSOn Denver rcpr cniatiae or Pcerless
Pump said ardinary water pumps are nut buitk or

p t s ot more than 1 500 leet

ven at that depth relatively shallow in regard to
many ol the recent iilings a pump capable of deGvering
SGO gaiJots a mii ut woald cbst about 520 000 Johnson
said

For deeper welis Johnson said developers may Ue
farced to use oi1 ield pumps to deiiver the water
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fl crec is a ir gc mine dum

on 1 r bhl hand side of the

Puudre C iriyon roud aboul 14
milcs beyond Ruslic

During lhc sprin t nd

sum ncr thc creck bcd ncxl

to lhis durnp is fillcd u ith an
unusu l amount of walcr

7 hc w ler coincs rorn lhc

L arairiic River on thc olhcr
side of Creen Mountain atul is

transpurled lo thc Poudre l y
a remarkable lunnel a liltle

over lwo rniles lonb
fhe Laramie Poudre tun

ncl is part uf an ii ri alion

prajectconceived durin the
sutnmcr o IJ02

As originall y planned the
projccl merely conlcmplatcd

the digging o diversion

ditches lo direct lhe water
over to the Cache la Poudre

River Owing to lhe inade
quacy of this original plan lu
supply the needs of the
Greeley Poudre irrigatiou
dislrict it was decided lo ex
tend lt e scope o lhe project

to include a lunncl

The original cumpany was
known as lhe L inks Lake Co
and in 1907 was cvrnbined
with the I lilchcl Lakes Re

servoir Co and subscquenLly
bccamc known as thc

Laramic i oudre Jics rvuirs

Co

ll was known that the

Larafnic Itiv r w iti I uuL 500

cel hi hcr lh n Lhc Cachc la
1 uudre al oppo itc sidcs uf

Grecn Mounlain 1 his cicva

lion was mc re lhan enuu h lo

capture every bil of the
Laramie Itiver N hich would
olherwise low norlh into

Wyorning
Work bcgan surveying for

thc Luniicl in Scsilcml v

l9QSI and on Phanksf ivir

Uay gi uund v s bruk n fur
tciijporary c rnp t thc c
portal Contractor J

Mcllwee of Cripple Crec
startcd the tunncl un Chris

mas Day
Liy March uf 1 110 a pr rm

ncnl t p r tin carnp h
bccn eslnblisficd a thc c

urla lurtg ltic 1 uudre I i
buildings wcrecrmstrurlccl
n illed lurnbcr and cunsist

of a puwcr huuse bun

houses boarding hous
cummiss iry ufficc uil

ings a bl icksrs iiLh shop ar
slura c st eds A simil ir b

Icss elaborate camp w
conslructcd frorn lugs al U

west porlal alc ng tl

l aramic ltivcr
fhe transport lion

eyuipmenl was yuite diffic
duc to the remoteness of t

sitc

fhis as many years b
fore a road up Poudre Canyc
and evcr ythin g had tu t
hauled via Livermore thi

wesl Evcry bit of hca
eyuipment had to be takc
down Pin ree tlill lo Kust

thcn up lo the cast portal
took lhc bclter parl of lN

days j sl lo lravcl to lhe Lu
ncl lrai 1 orl Cullins

Scvcrc culd was altiu

handic p t was ncc c snry
cut limbcr fur fires whic

wcrc kcpl bur ninF aluny
an walcr lincr tn rcv

ifCC tll
fn isit thc casl porl

t dny it is hard lti i ii ii

ust how cxtcnsivc thesc o

erations wcrc during 1 IO I
For ex mple a len foo

hi h rocic fiUed lug dam w
buill across lhe Poudre ho
two milcs abovc lhc cast po

S N xl

rl Gc

132



l il h7om tl e darn r 22 inch
t ouc4en pipe t as bros ghl

dowrlstream ar 8 5U0 feel la a
90 x 45 foot powcr plant

Phe t ater pressure op r
ated lhree Pelton vatcr

heels One u hcel evelopcd
130 horsepower ind drove a

larbe air compressor to op
eratc the t ardrock drills in
the tuniiel

I he second waler wheef

operatcd a blower uscd lo

suck gas oui of thr lunnei

atter c ch rour d o expio
si es was tired This requircd

a 15 inch vcrlilating pjpc
trom tlie power house to tiic
tunneL The third waler wficel
operated an cl ctric dynamo

for lighting purpo es
1 hc cook l ause and dininb

room measured 28 x 30 feet

and tt c dining area cuuld
seat 75 people The bunk

house was a twastoey sLruc
ture with 22 bedrooms Two
men were ssigncd to each

room givin 6reater privacy
Ihtin 112c lypical bunk trousc

at a niining camp For wurk
crs willi i Il IIICS scvcn

housc tents vcrc pro idrd

Thc commissary and hos
pilal building conlained
store ruom medicine room

doctur s bedroom paticnt s
ward and bathroom

The only slructure situated
al lhc e sl porl f was a 2 1 x

24 foot blacksrnilh shop
The rock encountered was

extrc ncly hard closc grair
granitc 1 ots of drill holcs
rere required comUii ed with

the stron6csl explosives

available Each explosive

charge typicaIly consistcd of
l00 sticks o 00 percent l50

sticks of 60 percent and 250
stirks f 50 percent Fur those
lhat undersland clynamitc

this as a ot of cxplosivc

Eacli ruiuid racturcd unly IU
to 2 fcet of ruck and oncc the

f eadi g was cicarcd drilling
began again

F rior tu firir g cach rc und
slee pl tes werc laid from

hc heading b ck l5 feet
r1 ter the explosion the oosc
rock w auld all on thc plates

wr re st could bc e sily bc rc
ntoved

Tv ki ep lhe lunnel econorn
ical to drivc il hacl to e kept
as s t all as pussiblc A singlc

mining trach had ta handie
tx th lhc emply cars going in
as well as lhe loaded cars

co yiing oul hc emptics

vere run into lhc lunnel by
ttrule pou cr as far as pussible

tlit tt siinply t ipped o f thc
track A string of loadcd cars
could then pass I c empties

ere rerailed ready to be
loaded

Thc problems at the west
orlal were quilc c if erent

Since the tunr el sluncd froni
wcst to cast and lhc wesl por
t l hsd to be below the level o
thc Lara r ic I ivcr somc

thing had to be one lo p c
Jent remature flootlin

rIn incline was construcled
into lhe soGd rock well above
ihe river s level down to the
leve uf the tunncl All o the
laadcd minin cars 1 ad lo he
hauled oeit via a cabl and

winch systcm up thc incline
Even K ilh these precau

lions wa4er was a cunslnrt

problem at thc heading and a

a

Car e pumg was kept operal
ing tul timc Thesc difficul
tics prevcnled w rk at thc

wes portal from goinb as
r ipidly at the work at Lhe east
portal

The wedding f the

Lar mie ftiver and lhc Cache
la Poudre River was cele

brated at lhe tunnel on July
27 1911 Contractor J A
Mcllwee and Fiis civil en

inecr Burges Coy br oke
lh world s rccord ior lunncl

borinK in t ard rock and w m a
premium o 53 000 for tinish

inb lhc work ahcad of
schedufe

All kinds of slate otficials

including Cov Schatroth
were invited lo attend lhe
ccl bralion Some f0 people
left Fort Cullins in eigfil au
tomobiles at seven in lhe

morning lo atlend the opcn

ing hc ruads intu lhu resi

had bcc i hrcaUy impruvcd
and it look only fivc hr urs to
rcach Zimmcrman s fl tcl

just in lime for a finc lunch

Thc party arrivcd at lhc
cast porlal that atternuon

and cre trcalid lu a ridc in

lhe minin cars lhruu h thc
11 2J4 fuol bore I hat eve

ning thc contraclor had a
grand fish ry fur his gucsls
consistin f 3 kl trout caught

in both the Laramie and
Puudre rivcr s

So cxac was lhe survcying
work donc by I3urgess Coy
that when the bore from lhe
west mel lhe borc trom lhc

easl lhey were o f only a
fraclion of an inch

Still in use lhe I aramie
Puudre tunnel lands as a
monument to fhe men whu
built it
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The debate ovcr righLs 10 Colorado s uxierground waier wil
resumc 1Vedresday in l iilicton Dislrict Court

A 12 rnerTlber commillcc o lawyers appointed by Special
1Yater Jud i ls farc 0 Shivcrs t as completed a rcporl dcfinin i
crucia issues in the case

Fcur 6roups are sce4 ing rights lo thousands of wclls hoping
lo tap some 1 5 milliun aere ect o water lhat is locked bencat h
the Rocky 111ountains and high plaiiu Ncariy 1 3 million acre cet
o it is bcing sou6ht by Denver lawyer and gcologisi John Huslon
and his associaies

01her 6noups seeking 1he rights are the Nedlog Technological
Group oi Arvada Colarado Pacific Ener Coiorado Pacilic j
Aclec o Colurado Springs and Bob Johnston Jr a Yucblo
ranci ee

1i e fuw applications werc combined in Apri by lhe siale Su
premc Court A special watcr court was established to hcar thc
combinc eases with Shivers chie judge ot the 19th Judicial Dis
trict presiding

Ward Fischer a Forl Coilins attorncy and a commitlee mem I
ber said 1liesciay Ihat key issucs defined by U e pane inciude
these qucstions

Can an applicar t claim water under lanci he does not own

Can he elaim watcr tliat is capiured by sewa e pipes and IdischargcJ inlv slrcams

Can hc appropriate the unuscd portion of another devclop
cr s uncicr round waler

Fiscl cr said lhe commit ec report was signed by 1 of lhe
atlorneys on thc pancl with only the lawyer for the lltuton group
dissenlire on what lhe cenl al questions are Fischer said he I
doubts that Shivers will bc brcaking new legal ruund in his dcci
sions

f thiiilc thcre are cicar answers based un exisLing water
law f ischer said
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ll wi11 1 a stow oc ess thc

ecidit a c mplex c e in

olvii applications foc ri ts

lo imreaer se arxl lmc k in

valuable yu nlities of

Colorado s underground

water

1 m nol as ycwng as you
are ae d I don t expect lo live

to sec all tha applications

adjudicateci Judge hlarcus

l i Shicers told or cd tl e

Uu yers in the case durii a

tx a r i itg 1Y etl xs d iy
Shi ers silling as a specia

water j d e decic4 1 ed

resday lhat he wu ld go back
lo the Color do Supa eme

Court tot f rthcr guidance in

approaching tt e con

stilulicmat issucs raised by the
case

At issue are ap 4ications Qr
righis to more lt n 1 5 mitlion

xrPfect xnnuafly o now

untapped water the vast bulk

o it s h by a Denver raup
headed by lawyer geolo ist
Jahn Huston

Shivers said he would

shorUy suUmil tu tlx Suprcme
Co rt an expanded and

modified lisl of constitulianal

lSSL1C5 raised by thc ap
pIlC CIQOS

13y doing so Shivers ap
parently is rttempting lo
make certain tt t rulin s tie

might subseguen ly issue wil
meet the Supreme Ccx ci s

requirements

Tt Huston group two othcr
enterprises and a Pueblo area

rancher filad appiicatios on

tAe t st ilir day of 1 73 or
rights lo watez itx State

Engineer s of ice said cculd

be worlh at least 51 5 million a

year i brovght to the surface

r a

The Supre ne Courl in

January ordered the ap
licalior ai objections lo

t em consoiidated ln Apri1

ti hig ccwrt ap ointed
Sahivers a special water judge

in tire case le is not lo rule on

inuividual applicalions but lo

determine constilutianal

issues that might sub

sequently be applied to
specific applications

Tt e basic cor sfiLi tianal

Lssue is whetl er underground

watcr ihat dcxs nol flow inlo

strcams lakcs and rivers can

be appc upa iated under

Co otado water law and if so

by s hom
At a hearing in Junc

Shivers selected 12 of the

more lt an 00 aLtorneys in

volved in the case and in

structed them to dassify ihe
applications and delinc the

constitutional issues they
present

The trial committee

repcu ted Wednesday ttk t the
applic ztions could bc roi3pcd

in eighl catagories 1n ad

dition lo lhe five questions

pased by lhc Suprcmc Courl
hc trial c nmittee de incd I

specific constilu ional issues

i felt should be addressed by
Shivers

The ziitorney represcntin
the fius4un group hlichacl
White of I enver was a

member of the triat com

miticc bul did not sign ihc

tommillec s repart

While asserted in court

Wedn day tl l Uze tri l
commilccc was dominated by
attorneys represen ir2g in
teresls opposed to lhe ap
plications n asserlion thal

was i7ol cflatlenged and

objectcd to thz commitice s

raming of the conslitutianal
issues

Sl ivcrs who scrves al the

cluef judgc of tt e state s tSlh

Judicial Oistricl s iid hc

wanled to adl ere cl sely to
thc mandace of thc Suprcrne

Court

tie said he would frame his

own e pandecf and maliticd

lisl oI conslitulional issucs

would submil it to the

Supreme Courl and expccled

the high ccwrl lo respond

c uickly

Tf e hearings Wednestiay
lasted tivo hours and f sve
minutes There were few

rhetorical lasMes and more

sublle humor than clashing

argument Naving eslablished
lhe lria commit ce to

slrcamline h ndling ai the
case Shivcrs moved hruugh

the a encla Wedncsday like a
urmcr with 40 acres lo plow

belore noon

Sliivers declined re c uests

m de by White and an at
lorney for Nedlog

1 echnulogical Group o

Sc Nc x L 1 E r
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1r c tha certain mallers

o lact conccrnin lhc a

plications iie dccided before

the or tilutional issuc s are

addressaf

1 w are asking that the
co t l adjudicate thc claims

and nal answcr the quEStions

o la Shivers told Kcnneth

l3urke the Necllog atlurr ey
At nother aint Shivcrs

iold 15 t ite 1 m nol as young
s cu are and 1 don t cxpcct

to live to see all thc ap
plicalior s adjudicated

ln addition tu ihe Huston

gi oup and Nediog lhc aip
plications in the co solicL ted

case wcro filcd by Culorado
Paci ic Gnergy Colorado
pacific Aztec of Colorado

Surings and f3ob Joh ston Jr

a Pueblo Counly rancher

secking to dcill 53 w etls on his
land lo tap an underground

aqui er

Johnson has sought to have

his applicatian se ered r n

the onsotidated case

Allhoubh iE is his ou n land

Johnston is sceking to l p thc
same aquifer in southeastern

Colorado lhal Iluston secks to

lap ttua ti some of his ap
plications The trial com

mitlee recommendc d tiwl

Johnston s application not be

se ered

N hen he yuestion was

raised Wednesday by John
ston s atlorney Shivcrs rcad

rom Johntilun s ap licalion
that lhc w ter may i e uscd

tor agricultural rc idential

commercial induslrial uses

on a nd of t he I a nd

There was no furlher

discussion of the issuc

Shivcrs rdered atlorneys

for buth sides to prep re
cons lidalcd bric s on lhc

cor ticutional sssucs in the

case ffc said they would bc
1ue abuut 115 d ys aftcr thc

Supreme Court respnnds lo

his requesl for 3 edefinilion uf

lhose issues probably

s me ime lale in Dccember

Shivcrs u lsu said th t hc

would schedule oral

ar6umenls in the case

allh igh ttkil is unlikcly lo
take place unlii sometime

early next ycar al ithe

earlicst

Shivers appointed one

addiGonal membcr to the trial

commiltee attorney D J

Dufford of Grand Junclion

lluffo d will scrve as a

represenlative of the state s

Fourth Waler Division s hich

is bascd in h4anlrosc

The f ourlh Divison

prcviously had bcen

represenlc d on the trial

commilee only by Charles
Elliull a Denver allor ey
Shivers indicated he fell

addilional Western Slope

represenl tion was ap

propriale or the F ourth

Uivision
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C r L TriEune Siaff 1Yriter

A Colorado Suprcme Gaurt ruling
against u Westcr SFope watcr

diversion pruject that woutd beoetit

Creeley and ive othe north stale

governrnent units will nat kili the sa

callcci 14 indy Gap Project

But ihe high court rulinp issucd
Maiday might delay the 5 5 million
tra s moualain diversion project at an

estimated cielay casl of 52 5 to S

million a year accardang to otficials ln
Greeley and Loveland

The Supreme Coiut niles that the

lecal units backing the Windy Gap
Project in propasals for a conditional

water righ s decree approved earlier

by the Glenwood Springs based state
water court had t iled to meet a state

law require uent hat they dernonstrate

diversion proposal currently is tacing
dralt environmenta impact stalemenl

revie s by the Bureau of Reclamation
and the Dcpartmenl qf the lnterior

And they indicat d that if the
quesGons of state lati can be dealt with

expediliou5ly actlon on thc water
decree w till might be complete be ore
oc at the same time as action on the

tederally required EIS

The worst this can do is delay us
some said Phipps

Ho vever Fhipps indicated it there

are delays the ndded project costs may
begin mounling al upwarci of
millinn a ycar bcyond lhe projecl s 535
million cited cast

And Phipps added that Western Slape

water users ase demanding the NC
WCD nd sub strict build a 30 million

the project shall be design d con

structeci and operaled in such a manner

t1u t the present appropriations of
water and prospective u5rs of water

within the natural basin o the
Colorado river wil not t impaired

nor increased in cost

Reacting 7 uesday to the court
decision were W D Farr of Greeley
board chairman of the projccl s ducct
parent or6anization lhe Municipai

Subdislrict o lhc Northcrn Colorado

Water Conservancy District NCWCD
SeeretaryMannger Earl Ph9pps and
C reeley Cily Mana er Pete MorreU

Earlier news reports on the court
ruling pointed out the high court never

bef re had ruled on this point of scate
waler law nnd Farr agreed u ith that
conclusion Fie said the ef ect oF the

ecis son tikely w u d be to make alt

reserroir on Iheir side of the moun
tains

Said Phipps They calt it com
pensatocy pa y for Windy Gap I3 ri 1 call
it an extra burden for Eastcrn Slope

waler users not required by state Iaw
And 1 think we can prove that n dislricl
tivater couct

Backed through the subdistrict ap
paralus by Greeley Loveland

ongmont Esles Nark Boulder and
the art ColIins based Platte Kiver

Power Authority Windy Gap calis for a
coiter dam on the Colorado River near

Granby with watcr diverted through a
pumping systcm to Granby Reservoir
and then lhrough the Adams tunnei o

R CWCD s Colorado Big Thompsun
Proje t to the Front Range

Phipps said the dry year versi s wet
year range of water diversion co ld be

from abaut 26 000 aere fe k to abaut

iuture attempts to c btain condicional
water decrees tac more di ficult

Farr said the Supreme Court which

received the case lasl k ebruary was
acting on an appeal from the Glenwood

Sprin s court filed by the Colorado
Rivcr Watcr Conservalion Dislrict
also based in Clcnwcx d Springs

Nowcvcr dded F arr Windy C ap
still may mect plans for a slart to
conslruclion in 19a0 witl complction in

981

Md h1orrell a tcr confcrring witL
Yhipps on lhe ruling said NCWCU
attorneys are sludying lhc rulir g and
its new demands o work oward ob

taining a condit onal decree

But it certainly doesn t ki11 Windy
Gap added htorrell and it may not
even slow it down

The three spokesmen peir te i cut he

80 l0 acre cet wilh the a cragc
diverted somc 54 U00 acre tect xnd the
average detivered lo the cilics and
authocity about 48 600 acrc feci
anually

An acrc lool is a mcasurc c f watcr
volume one acrc in st rface size and one

foot dcep Koughiy the water demands
o a tamily of four reyuire onc acre fuot
annually

Thus far Phipps said Greeley and
the othcr five units backin Windy Gap
have funded its early work since 1970
at a total of 53 0 million Thc cost thus

far lo the city o Grceley has bren
slightly more lhan 5500 000

Nhipps earlier speculated lhat given
lhe current polilical mood on such

projects Windy Gap may well be the
last major diversion af W lern Slope
water
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I NVER Greeiey nalive
J 11 illiam hicDonald a 3s

year o d lawyer Wednesday
was named executive director

o the Colorado 4 ater Con

servation Board the state s

top water policy maki ig
agency

1cDonald formeriy an
altorney in the Department of
Natriral Resources st cceeds

Fefix 5parks who retired

atter holding thc post morc
than 21 years

kie is a l9G4 graduate of

Grecley Iligh School now

Greeley CenlraU and the son
ot D1r and Mrs Glenn

McDonald r Greeley
The announcement oF the

selection came trom Harris

Sherman executivc direclor

o the Department of Natural

Resources and Ben

Stapleton chairman o the

Waler Coasen a l r Board

Slierman said McDonaid

was chosen trom among 14
persons nine of them from

Caloraci ho had expresscd

interest in the job Sa ary or
lhe post vil be bcl cen

2 000 and S 1 X b annually
Sherman said

At a neu s cun crei3ce
McDonald said the major

issues wilh vhich hc musl

d al arc com ictitig dema d
for a finite supply ot water
the need to strike a balance

between those demands

x ithout unrc7sonably ip
lertec ing with the excrcise of
vested water righte the need

to examine the opporlunities

and rnscs o increasin cur

waler supplies and im

pruving the efficiency wikli

hieh w c ulilize uar exisling
resources

Ne added I have no

misconceptions about Ihe

wide ange ot interest and

clivergenl views which we

Coloradans have about our

water resourccs rcmain

convinccd ionclhcless lh l

we can fi Sd a bafance of

ISSUQS

McDonald slressed loo

prolection of Colorado s

interests in its compact
entiUed walers is an im

portant issue

He said he I opcd to usc the

nexl few wceks to mect with

legisiators congressional

leaders and other o ficials to

discuss state water policies

McDonald holds an un

dcrgraduate degree in

chcmistry from Colorad
College a law degree rom the

University ot C7iicago and a
master s degree in natural

resource managcment frnm

lhe Univcrsily of htichigan
tie was admitted to thc

Colurado bar in 1971 and has

workcd in Shcrman s o fice

since mid 1J76 in 1971 3 he

was a pc licy analyst in the
civil works directorate in the

Otfice of the Chief o

Engineers U S Army Corps
of Engineers

Fle then joined the sta f of

lhe Great Lakes Basin

nminission where he was

sludy mana er for the firsl
yh ise of a water licy for the
titichigan eparin3ent of

NaEural tesources

Sherman said McDonald

was appointed to he position
txcause of his experience with

waler proble ns and said

b7cDonald s work has in

cluded the most com

prehensive study of water

resources ever made in

Colorado

McUonald in turn praised

Sparks for his 2l ycar scrvice

Fclix has charted an ex

cellent course or the state

he said He s a uniyue

personality who has done
onders for the state of

Colorado

ivlcDonald said he hopes to

encourage the stale o con

tinuc wilh a newly cieveloQed

licy of taking a larger rolc
in watcr projecls wilh less
dcpendence upon federal

dollars
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E3y BII L JACKSOlv
C aY Tribune Staff Yritcr

DE tVER 4 e will pour cao con

crete teday but we will move to
establish a found tion for the pouring
d that concrete

tiYith tP 1l initia statement by former
Gov John Vanderhoo the 1979

Colorado Waler Convention the first

o its kind in the state convened

Saturday at the Denver Nilton And
wl ile some cracks developed in Ehat

taui datian throu hout ihe day long
session some 7W individuals

represenling 5 delegatioas h mmered
out nine resolutioas aimed at p oviding
a tool of unified water policy in the
state for its electezf st te and tederai

otficials

The convention was organized by
Club 20 a Wcstern Slope pro notional

organizatiart Vanderhoof is president

of Club 20 and was etected as chairman

ecoe omic growth and ihat he two

ruust be in harmony
Ti7at did not satisfy Cooper who said

she lelt it was shocking that lhere was
no participation by the Colorado Upen
Spaca Council or lhe I eague ol Women

Voters and that she was protesting the
back stapping that was going on

among the delegalions

Vandertwof resQonded by saying that
the convention was the largest meeljng
ever in Colorado at which water was

thesole lopiC and noted lhal lhere were

many diverse interesls represenled
TE ere are peoplewho are not here

Vanderhoot said in opening remarks
The people who are here are movers

groducers that provide you a place to
Eive I wish the others would join the 4Q
plus other associations who are here

The keynote speech of the canvention
was delivered by Felix Sparks Iormcr
director of the Coforacio Water Can

o tt e convcntion as it opened Saturday
morning

The eracks of Vanderhoofs foun

datian began betore Ehe convention

cc nvened when several groups com

plained thal the cDnvention leaned

toward big business and was a pork
barrel pow waw for developers and

indszstry
IIut during lhe morning s ssion

formec U S Rep Wayne Aspinall in an
attempt al pacifying environmental
reprrsentalives su estec two persons

be added as a separate at large

delegalion to cepresenl such groups
with a ull complement u 15 vofes

They were Dr Beatrice Willard ot
the Colorado School of Mines and

Sandy Coober of Boulder a land use
expert who is a part time member o

lhe faculty at the Golden school
As it turned out their representation

was only token

servaiion Board Sparks emphasized
three points to conserve water

resources to rnake the same amount of

water now available lo fil the needs of a
doubled population in the next few
years to put soene common sense in

federal water laws which point oul the
economiql teasibility ot such laws
and that the state is capable of laking
care of its own water rogram

It s up to business and induslry lo
let the people know that federal luws
are respoasible for atleast 30 percent
o the rising cosls of goods Sparks
said

Aspinall sald that he had waited

lhis day for a long time the demise of
lhe snail darter combined with

something being done about Colorado
water

The Cery ormer U S Representative
slipped in the corriment about the snait
darter in reference to a recent decision

Willard altempted lo amend the first

r sol 3tion brought be ore the con

vct tion and Cooper tried the same ith

the second both amendments placing
environmcntal wording in the

Tesolulions

oth were de eated as Vanderhoaf

Aspinall and others pointed oul that

fedcral environmenlal laws alrcady
covered the lopics

During a lunch break however lhe

rESOlution commitlee headed by Dave
Hami1 of Sterling former

Administrator uf the Rural Elec

tritication Administration in

W shington D C and formcr Spcaker

ot lhe Colorado House of Represen

lalives dtatled a preamble to lhe

resolutions which passed by a
unanimous vote

That preamble said a sound concept

tor water resources development must
recognize environmenlal concerns and

to allow a dam to I c built in Tennc see

despite the fact it may dcstruy the
habilal oi lhc small fish

Each of the resolutions was in
traiuceci by various experLs from
around lhc slate including W D Bill

Farr of Grecley who inlroduced the
resolution cunccrning agricultural
waler

1 think agriculture made out pretty
good k lton Miller of Forl Luplun
said Art Andersen Jr of Au t ez

xessed the same eelings as did other

delegaleS from Weld

The one amendment which came
under the most scrunity was onc which
would have abolished thc Colorado

Waler Quality Conlro Commission

Bul 6ehind the urging of Rep R alt
Younglund H New ftaymer thal

resolulion was amended to put strong
wntrols on the commission

nro j r f
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FORT hial RN CQL TI dES FRIDAY NOUE P E ER 3 1979

r ht a r tl v
A la ti sti l as filt i 2 llistrict Cot rl

on be3 stf of the Fort itlorgan R scrvoir
and fr ig tioi C seeking to cnjuin the
Grcat 1 4 stcrn Su dr Co Iri mi diver
tin tcr from its s slem for use l

ariy plant othcr than trrc al t eslcrn s
1 orl Alor an r ac tury

1 hc luwsuit also sks it1 x 0 in

cotz ctisaLury c lmagc i d isks for a

reCiminary injunctsan o cnjuin Grcat
Vcstern rom iwir g tl c 3 shares o

c p ttal sl ck it owt s i Fort 111or ai
lZcscrvoir as a me ans ur Ic

n nc tivcring to lrai eC u aler tu olher
Czrttit 1Vcstcru pl anLy

1 R c suil rtsks thal whcn final

j id ment is i eacl ed in lhe casc lJa

cuurt orcicr a sitnilar permanenl in
juncLion againsLGreattiVcstern

7 hc s ut statcs that l ccause uf
vatious lc al ac tions hy Grcat Wcstern
i ikis soubht and in sumc cascs has
oblainal a cluimed righl ln divcrt watcr
or waLcr ri hls to bc usc l in ulhcr
facl trics or iucalili oLhi r Lhan lhe

h orL M r6an faclory
ln askin for ll c permancnL fn

juncliur lhc suit also asks lh it lhc
cow L declarc f rccloscd and t ull and
void U e f shares of capiLal strxk

GreaL 1 tcrn ow 5 in 1 rL Mor iri

R SCrvoir and Irrigaliun Cn
Tlic st il I as l ccr issi ncd lu 1 i lricl

Judgc Francis Shallcnbcrger

i

DearEditar k go on unchecked under our con
1 he 12iverside lrrigatian aiid Lancl stituliona form of g vernment This

Cocnpany has no tille lo our tand has no has heen costly Co u and continues to be
water storage rights over or under o ir castly mone4 rily and anguish
land It has io well driiling rights on oui We have hired engineers to prove that
lands thcrc is ampfe tivaler

We ssess our land legaiiy we pay I I e courl s id there was watee tha
taxcs and water c i servalion taxes was unadjudicaled Wc have proved

There is no Lamont Ranch water lhat wc would injure lhe rights of no
rights or sale in Colo also no well ne
rights forsale in Colotado j We are entiticd and e dowed wilh the

These irrigationists o the Rivcrside right ta use our land for lhc pw se il
Irri ation district have oppressed ana was meant to bc uscd
persecuted t s long enough We ltaver We riced no paper righls rorri

bceu very atient with Riverside and Riverside or the water commissioner to
the slnte o Co o and lhey have had use waler No put lic scrvant should be
very ample time to take cac e aF lhi 1 il owecl to pul a curse n an innocent
mattcr This oppression un i p r person and his la id
secution f innocent people just can io 7 he sLa e issues Riverside permi s lo

di wells and scll walcr and dcnics us
ne perrnit an our land

k itiverside rrigalion and L And Co a
c uasi tax free corporalion has

111ousands of acres o land in lhe
dist ict il scils walcr ri hts and well
rights il gets 1Qw inlcresi and grai t
rnoney trom lhe govcrnmenl It pays no
taxcs

7 tiose that purchase Riverside righls
a and we11 rights should gel their water

rights nd wep permils on ftiyerside
land lrom the Riverside Irr gation and
I and Company

1 he state has no right fo issue well
permits on our lat d for Riverside and
deny us anc permif

Wh ihcdr crimination
A ries J amonl

Ord ard Colo L Ofi4J

Our land is in Weld Counl y Riverside
Lands are in Morgan Counly
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SE AiE BILL
McCorm ck
Win ler

J O 70 BY S NAT0 2S Rnderson Natci er 1 Iham and
also REPR SE TATIVES Hinman Shoemaker 7neos ancf

CO CERhING CRI7ERIA USED I PREPARTNG WATER RIGH7 l BULAtIOi S
ACCORDING TO SENIORITY

Re it enacted the General Assemblyo uf the State of Colorada

SEC7ION 1 37 92 40I 1 b VI Colorado Revised
Statutes 1973 is amended to read

37 92 401 Lists of p riorities 1 b VI If TN T1 IC
PREPARATION OF 7HC 7A l ULA7TbNS PI20V1DLD FOR I THIS SEC7I0 t 7FiE
APPLICA7ION OF the prece ing principles would cause in any
particular case a substantial chan e in the prioriLy of a

particular water right to the extent tl eretoi are lawfully enjoyed
for a peri od of no t 1 ess i han ei hLecn years tt en the di v i s i on
engineer shall designate tl e r ority for that water right in
accordance with historic practice IN NO EVEN1 SI AL T iE
PROVISIOi1 S OF THIS SUBPARAGnAPH VI CN1 TTL A IdATER RIGli7 TO 1

PRTORITY SENIOR 70 ITS ACTUAL DA7C OF INTTTAL APPftO RTA7TO ti 0 7U
FREEDOM FROM REGULATION A1VD AD INISTRATION IN 7KE PRIORITY
SYS7ch1

SECTION 2 Safety clause 7he general assen bly herel y

Capital letters indicate new rrai erial add d t o existin st i ut c
ciashes through words indical e c letions i rom existing scdcuCes
such naterial not part o act
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fiinds d cerminas an declares

Lhe immediate preservation of

safety

tha i i i s act
the public

N z r ul
fr u t An rson
PR SIDrNT OF

THE SE1 RiE

7 s necessa ry fo r
peace hea th and

loLer c F uurror u
S EAKER OF iHE Fi0U5

OF REPRCSEy7ATIV S

c

1
c i

i r
n J I i r

7 S
n I

a r a r 0 i t c il zl j Yrie L Rutenbe k orr ne t Lor c

S Ci tSF1RY OF CNIEF CLERK OF f iC OUSC
7H SE fAYE OF REP 4CSEN7P 7TVL5

APPROV D t 7

r1Gt l n f l tt l Lt HU U

10

f
Tic nd J l ar r
GOVER u OF 7NC STA7E OF COLO RDO
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SENATE BILL N0 112 BY SENATO Barnhill Groff D Sandoval
and Soash also REPRESENTATIVES Johnson Kirscht and Lucero

CONCERNING TNE CELEBRATION OF LEGAL FIOLIDAYS BY EMPLOYEES IN 7HE
STATE PERSONNEL SYS7Ehi

Be it enacted the General Assembly of the State of Colorado

SECTION 1 24 11 1Q1 Colorado Revised Statutes 1973 as

amended is amended BY 7HE AOOITION QF A NE d SUBSECTION to read

24 11 101 Legal holidays effect 3 The provisions of
this section sha 1 not operate to prohibit agencies in the
executive branch of state government from doing busi ess on any
of the legal holidays named in this article Employees under the
jurisdiction of the staLe personnel system who are required to

work on any of the iegal hoiidays named in this article shall be
granted an alternate day off in the same fiscal year or be paid
in accordance with the state persannel system or state fiscal
rules in effect on Apri1 30 1979

SECTION 2 Safety clause The general assembly hereby

Captta letters indicate new material added to existing statutes
dashes through words indicate deletions from existing statutes and
such material not part o act
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finds determines and declar s that this act is necessary for
the iaunediate preservation of the public peace health and

safety

red Anders Robert F B rford
PRESIDENT OF SPEAKER OF THE NOUSE
TNE SENATE OF ftEPRESE tTATIVES

Marjo e L Rutenbec Lorra n f om ardl
SECR ARY dF CHIEF CLCRK OF THE NOUSE
THE SENATE OF RFPRESENTATIVES

APPROVED

PAGE 2 SENATE BILL N0 112

rt7 char U lamm

GOVERt R OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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SENA7E BILI N0 115 BY SENA70RS Hatcher nderson Soash and

Zakhem also REPRESEN7A7IVES Lillpop and Theos

CONCERNING EX7ENSIdN OF PERMITS 70 CONSTRUCT WEILS OUTSIDE
DESIGNATED AREAS

Be it enacted the General Assembly of the State of Colorado

SEC7ION 1 37 90 137 3j a Colorado Revised Statutes
1973 is amended to read

37 90 137 Permits to construct wells outside desiqnated
areas fees ermit no round water ri ht evidence t me
limitat on 3 a Any perm7t to construct a well ssued on

or after April 21 1967 shall expire one year after the issuance
thereof unless the appiicant to whom such permit was issued
shall furnish to the state engineer prior to sucti expiration

evidence that the water from such weli has been put to beneficial
use or unless prior to such expiration the state engineer upon

APPLICATIQN WITH good cause shown AS 70 WHY THE WELI HAS NOT
BEEN COMPLETED AND AN ESTIMATE OF THE TIME NECESSARY 70 COMPLETE
THE WELL extends such permit for an ONLY ONE additional period

certain not to exceed one year BUT THE LIMI7ATION ON THE
EXTENSION OF WELL PERMITS PROVIDED FOR IN THIS PARAGRAPH a

SHALL NOT APPLY TO WELL PERMII S FOR FEDERALLY AUTHORIZED WATER
PROJECTS CONTAINED TN PARAGRAPN d OF THIS SUQSECTION 3 TFIE
STATE ENGINEER SHALL CHARGE A REASONABLE FEE FOR SUCH EXTENSION

SECTION 2 Safet clause The c eneral assembly hereby

Cap ta letters indicate new material added to existing statutes
dashes through words indicate d letions from existing statutes and
such material not part of act
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finds determi es and declares that

the immediate preservation of the

safety

Fred Anderson

PRESIDEN7 OF

THE SENATE

Mar brie L Ruten eck

SEC ETARY OF

THE SENATE

this act is necessary for
public peace health and

Robert F urford

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESEN7A7IVE5

Lorrair Lombard

CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES

t

APPROVED

PAGE 2 SENATE BILL N0 115

Nich rd D L nm

G iVE NOR OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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SENATE BILI N0 116 QY SENATORS Wham Elatcher and McCormick
also REPRESENTAT IVES Lillpop Johnson 7heos and Winkler

RELATING 70 1 HE EVIDENTIARY VALUE OF TABULATIUNS OF WATER RIGHTS
Be it enacted the General Assemblyo uf the State of Colorado

SECTION 1 37 92 402 i b Colorado Revised StatuLes
1973 as amended is arnended to read

37 92 402 Tabulations abandonment 1 b The
tabulation provided for n th s sect on when concluded byjudgment and decree shall be conc as ve as to PRIMA FACIE
EVIDENCE OF th date of adjudication the date of appropriation
and the volume or amount of the water rights listed and

CONCLUSIVE as to water rights determined to have been abandoned
7he listing of the water rights in the tabulation shall not
create any presumption against abandonment and the relative
listing of water rights in the tabulation shall not create any
presumption of seniority The tabulation shali not be construed
to modify special provisions of court decrees adjudicating
changing or otherwise affecting such water rights or to modify
contractual arrangements governing the interrelationship of such
water rights Far the purpose of identification and description
only the tabulation may include addition i information regardingthe Water rights listed but this shall not be conclusiv even

though incorporated in the judgrnent and decree

SECTION 2 Safety clause 7he general assembly hereby

Cap tal etters indicate new material added to existing statutes
dashes through words indicate deletions from existing statutes and
such material not part of act
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finds determines and deelares tl at this act is necessary for
the immediate preservation of the public peace health and

safety

i

Fred E Anders

PRESIDEN7 OF
THE SENATE

Robert F B ford

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES

t

w
1ar ri e L Ruten eck Lorra ne Lombard

SECR 7RRY OF C IEF CLERK 0 THE NOUSE
7HE SENATE OF REPRESENTATTVES

1 r
APPROVED

1

1

PAGE 2 SENATE B III N0 116

Kich rd U Lamm

GOV RNOR OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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SENATE BILL N0 342 BY SENA70R5 Noble Anderson Bishop
McCormick Phelps Soash Strickland Yost and Zakhem also

REPRESENTATIVES Hamlin DeNier and Hastings

CONCERNING RESERVOIRS SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE STATE ENGINEER

6e it enacted the General Assembly of the State of Colorado

SECTION 1 37 87 105 Colorado Revised Statutes 1973 as

amended is amended to read

37 87 105 A rova of lans for reservoir No r servoir

of a capacity of more t an one t ousand acre eet or having a

dam or embankment in excess of ten feet in vertical height FROM

7HE BOTTOM Of THE CHAtJNEL 70 TNE B0770M OF THE SPILLWAY or

having a surface area at high waterline in excess of twenty acres
shall be constructed in this state unless the plans and

specifications for the same have first been approved by the state
engineer and filed in his office In making his determination

the state engineer shall be guided by criteria related to the
probability that precipitation will be exceeded once in five

hundred years The state engineer shall act as consulting

engineer during the construction thereof and shall have authority
to require the material used and the work of construction to be

done to his satisfaction No work shail be deemed complete until

the state engineer furnishes to the owners of such structures a

written statement of the work of construction and the fuil

completion thereof together with his acceptance of the same

which statement shall specify the dimensions of such dam and

apacity of such reservoir

SECTION 2 Safety elause 7he general assembly hereby

Cap etters indicate new materiai added to existing statutes
dashes through words indicate deletions from existing statutes and
such material not part of act
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finds determines and declares thaL this act is necessary for
the immediate preservation of the pubiic peace health and

safety

2

red nderson Robert F ur ord
PRESIDENT OF SPEAKER OF TIiE HOUSE
7HE SENATE C REPRESENTATIVES

ar o e L Rutenbeck Lorratne ombard
SECRE ARY OF CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE
THE SENATE OF REPRESENTATIVES

r S

APPROVED I

K7char U Lamm

GOVER R OF 7HE S7ATE OF COLORADO

PAGE 2 SENATE BILL N0 342
lso
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SENA E BILL N0 481 SY SENATORS Anderson Allshouse Clark H
Fowler Hatcher McCormick Phelps Powers Soash Strickland
Wham Yost and Zakhem also REPRESENTATIVES Burford Davoren
Hamlin Lillpop Reeves Shoemak r Showal er and Theos

CONCERNING WATER SUBJECT TO APPROPRIATION

Be it enacted the Generai Assembly of the State of Colorado

SECTIQN 1 37 82 101 Co orado Revised Statutes 1973 is
REPEALED AND REENACTEO WITH AMENDh1ENTS to read

37 82 101 Waters of natural surface streams sub ect to

appropriaCion 1 he water of every natural stream as
referred to in sections 5 and 6 of article XVI of the state
constitutior includes all the water occurring within the state

of Coloracio which is in or tributary to a natural surface stream
The waters of natural streams of Colorado do not include
underground waters not in or tributary to natural surface streams
nor underground waters which when withdrawn do not impair the
flow of natural surface streams All waters not in or tributary
to a natural stream as described in this subseciion 1 shall

be subject to such administration a d use as the general assembly
may provide by law Such nontributary waters when released from
the dominion of the user beco i e a part of Lhe natural surface

stream where released subject to water rights on such stream in
the order of their priority

2 A stream system which arises as a natural surface

stream and as a natural or man induced phenomenon terminates
within the state of Colorado through naturally occurring
evaporation and transpiration of its waters together with its
underflow and tributary waters is a natural surface stream

Capital letters indicate new material added to existing statutes
dashes through words indicate deletions from existing statutes and
such material not part of act
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subject to appropriation as provided in subsection of this
section

SEC7ION 2 37 2 106 Colorado Revised Statutes 973 is
amended to read

3 82 106 Right to reuse of imported water Whenever
an appropriator has lawfully introduced foreign water into a
stream system from an uncannected stream system such

apprapriator may make a succession of uses of such water by
exchange or otherwise to the extent that its volume can be
distinguished from the voic me of the streams into r hich it is
introduced Nothing in this section shall be construed to impair
or diminish any water right which has become vested

2 TO 7NE EXTENT TNA7 THERE EXISTS A RIGH7 TO MFlKE A
SUCCESSION OF USES OF FOREIGN NQNTRIBUTFlRY OR 07 FiER DEVELOPED
WATER SUCH RIGN7 IS PERSONAL TO THE DEVELOPER OR NIS SUCCESSORS
LESSEFS CONTRAC7E S OR SSIGNS SUCH W 7ER WHEN RELEASED FROM
7HE DOMINION OF 7HE USER BECOMES A P RT 0 7HE NATURAL SURFACE
STREf1M WHERE REL ASED SUBJECT TO WA7ER RTGHTS ON SUCH STREAM IN
THE ORDER OF TNEIR PRIORITY BU7 NO7NING IN 7 IS SUBSECTION 2
SNALL AF ECT THE RIGH7S OF THE DEVEIOPER OR HIS SUCCESSORS OR
ASSIGNS WI7N RESPECT 70 SUCH FOREIGN NONTP IBUT RY OR DEVE OPED
WATER NOR SNALL DOMINION OVER SUCH W TER SE LOST 70 THE OWNER OR
USER 7HEREOF QY REASON OF USE OF A NRTURA WATER COURSE IN TNE
PROCESS OF C RRYING SUCN WA7ER 70 TNE PLACE OF I7S USE OR
SUCCESSIVE USF

SEC7ION 3 37 87 101 Colorado Revised Statutes 1973 is
amended to read

31 87 101 Ri ht to store waters 1 Persons desTroas
QESIRING to construct and maintain reservoirs for the purpose of

storing water have the right to store therein any of the
unappropriated waters of the state not thereafter needed for
immediate use for domestic or irrigating purposes and to

construct and maintain ditches for carrying such water to and
from such reservoirs and to condemn lands required for th
construction and maintenance of s ch reservoirs and ditches in
the same manner as now provided by law except that after April

8 1935 the appropriation of water for any reservoirs hereafter
constructed when decreed shall be superior t an appropriation
of water for direct application claiming a date of prioriLy
subsequent in time to that of such reservoirs

2 UNDERGROUND AQUIFERS ARE NOT RESERVOIRS WITHIN THE
MEANING OF TNIS SECTION EXCEPT 70 THE EXTEN7 SUCH AQUTFERS ARE
FILLED BY 0 HER THAH NATURAL EANS WITH WATER TO WNICH THE PERSO
FILLING SUCN AQUIFER HAS A CONDITIONAL OR DECREEO RIGHT

SECTION 4 37 92 102 1 Colorado Revised tatutes 1973
is amended to read

PAGE 2 SENATE SILL N0 481
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37 92 102 Legislative declaration 1 a It is herebydeclared to be the policy of the state of Colorado that all
waters wATER IN OR TRIBUTARY 0 NATURAL SURFACE STREAMS
originating in or flowing into this state hether fo nd on th
sdrfnce or and rgrodnd have always been and are hereby declaredto be the property of the public dedicated to the use of thepeople of the state subject to appropriation and use in
accordanee with a SECTIONS 5 AND 6 OF ARTICLE XVI OF THE STATECONSTITUTION AND 7HI5 ARTICLE As incident thereto it is the
policy of this state to integrate the appropriation use and

administration of underground waLer tributary to a stream vriththe use of surface water in such a way as to maximize the
beneficial use of all of the waters of this state

r

L

C

b A STREAM SYSTEM WHICH ARISES AS A NA7URAL SURFACESTREAM AND AS A NATURAL OR MP INDUCED PHENOMENON 7ERMINA7ESWITNIN THE STATE OF COLORA O THROUGH NA7URALLY OCCURRINGEVAPORATION AND TRANSPIRA7ION OF I75 WATERS TOGETHER WITH ITSUNDERFLOW ANO TRIBUTARY WA7ERS IS A NATURAL SURFACE S7REAMSU6JEC7 TO APPROPRIA7ION AS PROWIQED IN PARAGRAPH a OF TNISSUBSECTI N 1

SECTION 5
is amended

amended BY THE

37 92 103 3 Colorado Revised Statutes 973
and the said 37 92 103 as amended is further

AODITION OF A NEW SUBSECTION to read

37 92 103 Definitions 3 a Appropriation means the
application of a certa n PECIFIED portion of the waters of the
state to a beneficial use PURSUAN7 70 THE PROCEDURES PRESCRIBEDBY LAW QUT NO APPROPRIATION OF WATER EITHER ABSOLUTE ORCONDI7IONAL SHALL BE HELD TO OCC R WNEN 7HE PROPOSED
APPROPRIATION IS BASED UPON THE SPECULATIVE SA E OR TRANSFER OFTNE APPROPRIATTVE RIGN7S TO PERSONS N07 PARTIES TO THE PROPOSEDAPPROPRIATION AS EVIDENCED BY EITHER OF TNE FOLLOWING

I 7HE PURPORTED APPROPRIATOR OF RECORD DOES NO7 HAVEEITHER A LEGALLY VESTED INYEREST OR A REASONABLE EXPECTATION OF
PROCURING SUCN INTEREST IN THE LANDS OR FACILITIES 70 BE SERVED
BY SUCH APPROPRIATION UNLESS SUCN APPROPRIA70R IS A GOVERNMENTALAGENCY OR AN AGENT IN FAC7 FOR THE PERSONS PROPOSED 70 BE
BENEFITED BY SUCH APPROPRIATION

II THE PURPORTED APPROPRIATOR OF RECORD DOES NOT HAVE ASPECI IC PLAN AND INYENT TO OIV RT STORE OR OTHERWISE CAP7UREPOSSESS AND CONTROL A S ECIFIC QUANTITY OF WA7ER FOft SPECIFICBENEFICTAL USES

b NOTHING IN THIS SUBSECTION 3 SHALL AFFEC7
APPROPRIATIONS BY TNE STAiE Of COLORADO FOR MINIMUM STREAM FLOWS
AS DESCRIBED FN SUBSECTIDN 4 OF THIS SECTIQN

10 5 Storage or store means the impoundrnent
possession and control of water by means of a dam Waters in
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underground aquifers are not in storage or stored except to the
extent waters in such aqu fers are placed there by other than
naturai means with water to which the person placing such water
in the underground aQuifer has a conditional or decreed right

SECTION 6 37 92 305 Colorado Revised Statutes 1973 as

amended is ame d d BY THE ADDITION OF A idEW SUBSECTION to read

37 92 305 Standards with res ect to rulin s of the referee
and decisions of the water 2udqe 9 a No cla m or a water

right may be recognized or a decree therefor granted except Lo
the extent that the waters have been diverted stored or

otherwise captured possessed and controlled and have been
applied to a beneficial use but nothing in this section shall

affect appropriations by the state of Colorado for minimum stream
flows as described in section 37 9 103 4

b No claim for a conditional water right may be

recognized or a decree therefor granted except to the extent that
it is established that the waters can be and will be diverted
stored or otherwise captur ed possessed and controlled and will
be beneficially used and that the project can and will be

completed with diligence and within a re sonable time

c No water right or condit ional water right for the
storage of water in underground aquifers shall be recognized or
decreed except to the extent water in such an aquifer has been
pla ed there by ather than natural means by a person having a
conditional ar decreed right to s ct water

SECTION 7 Safety clause The general assembly hereby
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finds determines and declares that this act is necessary for

the i ediate preservation of the public peace health and

safety

re nderson

PRESIDENT OF

TNE SENATE

obert urf

SPEIIKER OF THE NOUSE
OF REPRESEN7ATIV S

Mar or e L uten e Lorr ine Lombardi

SECRE ARY OF CHIEF CLERK OF THE fiOUSE
THE SENATE OF REPRESEN7ATIVES

t 1 3 l

APPROVED 1 U 1sC
r
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HOUSE BILL N0 1409 BY REPRESENTATIVCS Younglund Hinn an

Lillpop Theos Witherspoon Burns DeNier Nudson Jones and

Winkler also SENATORS Woodard McCormick Schaefer Soash Yost

and Zakhem

CONCERNING THE AUTHORTTY OF TNE GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO DIVER7 THE
WATERS QF TNE STA7E FC R USE IN ADJOINING STA7ES

Be it enacted the General Assembly of the State of Colorado

SECTION l 37 81 10 Colorado Revised Statutes 1973 is

amended to read

37 81 101 Unlawful to divert water for a lication ouLside
of state l TH GENE Al A EMB Y HERE Y FINDS AIvD DECL IRES

HA NE LOCATION AND AVAILABILITY OF WATER IN THIS STATE VARIES

GREATLY FROM P ACC TO PLACE AND THAT SUCH VARIA7ION PRECLUDES fHE
REASONABLE APPIICATION OF GENERAL LAW TQ SITUATIONS AND REGIONS
OF SUCN DIYERSI7Y ACCORDINGLY THE GENERAL ASSEA16LY HEREBY

DETERMINES 7HAT for the purpose of aiding and preserving unto
the state of Colorado and all it citizens the use of all the

waters of the springs lakes ponds creek rivers streams and

watercourses of this state wr ch waters do not increase with the

growth of population and ti ich are necessary fior the health and
prosperity of all tlie citizens of the state of Colorado and for

the growth maintenance and general welfare of tP e state t i

uniawful for any person corporation or association to divert

carry or transport by ditches canals pipes conduits naturai

streams or watercourses the waters of any spr ing reservoir

lake pond creelc river stream or watercourse of this state

into any otl er state for use therein 4lHERE TI IE SAME OWNER OF

AGRICULTURAL LANO IN COLORADO OWNS AGRICUL7URAl LAND IN 7HF

ADJACENT STATE 7HAT IS CONTIGUOUS WITH THE AGRICUL7UR 1t LAND IN

COLORADO SPECIFIC AUTHORIZA7ION OF TFfE GENER 1L ASSEMBLY ON THE

ADVICE OF TNC STATE ENGIMCER IS REQUIRED TO ENABLE 7HE WATER i0

BE USEO IN THE ADJACENT STATE FOR AGRICULTURAL PURPOSES ONLY IN

DCCIDING WHETHER OR NOT TO AU7HORIZE THE DIVERSION OF WATER FROM

Capital letters indicate new material added to existing statutes
dashes through words indicate deletions from existing statutes and
such materiai not part of act
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COLORADO IN 0 ANOTHER STATE THE GENERAL ASSEM6LY SNAL COP SIDER
THE WILLINGNESS OF S ID STATE TO ALLOW DIVERSIONS OF ITS WATER
FQR USE IN COLORADO

2 TNIS SECTION SHALL NOT APP Y TO SECTION 37 81 103

SECTION 2 37 81 02 Colorado Revised Statutes 1973 is

am nded to read

37 81 102 Officials charged with enforcement It is the

duty of the state engineer the div s on egineers and the water

commissioners of this state to see that tf e waters of the state

are preserved for the use and benefit of the citizens and

inhabitants of the state for its growth prosperity and general

welfare and I7 IS THE FURTHER DUTY OF SAIU OFFICIALS to prevent

the waters thereof from being diverted carried conveyed or

transported by ditches canals pipes conduits natural streams

or watercourses into other states for use therein UN ESS THERE IS
SPECIFIC AUTHORIZATION OF THE GENERAL ASSEM LY AS PROVIDED IN
SECTION 37 B1 10I Upon its being brought to the knowledge of

the state engineer of Colorado that any person corporation or

association is carrying or transporting any of such waters into

any otf er state for use therein or is intendiny so to do it is

his duty to immediately call the matter to the attention of the

attorney general in behalf of and in th name of the state who

shall apply to any district court or to the supreme court of the

state of Colorado for such restraining orders or injunctions
both preliminary and final as may be necessary to enforce the

provisions of this section and section 37 81 101 and

jurisdiction is conferred upon said courts for such purposes

SECTION 3 Safety clause
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incis cf Lr rmines inrl d clares LhaL l l i ct i5 necess ry for
lli inun ili l r ri rv t i ri o t he uf l ic p i i hecilt h incl

il rl y

Robert F Burford Fred An erson
SPERKER OF THE HOUSE PRESIDENT OF
OF REPRESENTATIVES THC SENATC

rraine F om ar i Marjorie L Rutenbeck
CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE SECRET 1RY OF
OF REPRESENTATIVES THE SENATC

C

3

APPROVED I

f
Richar D Lam

GOVER OR OF TNE STATE OF COLORAQO
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HOUSE 6ILL N0 1506 8Y REPRESENTATIVES Boley Burns DeNierHastings Johnson Shoemaker Showalter Theos and Winkler alsoSENATORS Anderson McCormick Soash Strickland Wham and2akhem

CONCERNING APPLICATIONS RELATING TO wATER RIGHT DETERMINATIONS BYAMENDING 37 92 302 1 b COIORADO REVISEO STA7UTES 1973

Be it enacted the General Assembly of the State of Colorado
SECTION 1 31 92 302 1 b Colorado Revised Statutes1973 is amended to read

37 92 302 A lications for water ri hts or chan es of suchri hts lans for auqmentation 1 b Any person who w shesto oppose the application may file with the water clerk inquadruplicate a verified
statement of opposition setting forthfacts as to why the application should not be granted or why itshould be granted only in part or on certain conditions SUCHSTATEMENT OF OPPOSITION MAY BE FILED ON BEHALF OF AI L OWNERS OFWATER RIGHTS WHO BY AFFIXING 7HEIR SIGNATURES 70 SUCH STATEMENTOF OPPOSITION IN PERSON OR BY ATTaRNEY CONSENT TO BEINGIrrCLUDED IN StJCH STATEMENT ANO WHO MAY 8E DETRIMENTALLY AFFECTEDBY GRANTING OF THE APP ICATION The water clerk shall mail a copyof such statement of opposition to the state engineer and thedivision engineer

SECTION 2 Safety clause 7he general assembly herehy

Cap tal letters indicate new
material added to existing statutes

dashes through words indicate deletions from existing statutes and
such material not part of act
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finds determines and declares that this act is necessary forthe immediate preservation of the public peace health andsafety

Robert F urford

SPEAKER OF TNE NOUSE
0 REPRESENTATIVES

Lorraine F Lombar

CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES

fr Anderson
PRESIDENT OF

THE SENATE

i r i rn r C

Mar or e L Rutent eck
SECRETARY OF

THE SENATE

z G
1

APPROVED 3 t 7
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r

R chard Lamm
GOVERNO OF TNE STA7E OF COLORADO
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