
ROU H DR F

AhiNUAL REPORT
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M W l attern Dieisf o Engineer

Mr J E Whitten

St te Engineez

232 State Services Building
Denver Colorado

Dear Nir Whitten

I hereby sub nit the Annual Report of the Office of Division Engfneez

Irrigation Division No 1 for the year ending October 31 1964

51 0 T PACK

The snow reports of May 1 1964 were so rtewhat misleading for they

indieated moisture contents ranging from 9 to 112 of normal but these per

centages were the res zlts of very late snows which w re absorbed by very dry

gronnd conditions thereby resulting in much lower run off than one might expect

RESERVOIR STORAGE

The year was entered with reservoirs very lcrwr Several reservoirs

below Denver did manage to fill before the irrigation season started H wever the

Upper South Platte Basin was very short and did not imprDVe as was witnessed at

Che sman Reservoir which fa iled to fill the first decree for 30 700 aere feet

Water Taas transferred from 11 Mile Reservoir to Cheesman and also to Denver s

intake red xcing storage at I1 Mile Reservoir to 50 00 aere feet Antero Reservoir

sti11 remains dry after being drained in 1963

PRECI PI TA I N

Precipitation in the South Pla tte River Basin was extremely low Dur

ing May and Jur e thexe occurred several storms which produced moFnentary peaks but
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A 11sIUAL REP RT Continued

M W Mattern

PRECIPITATIQN Ca n inu d

ras largelp absorbed by dz r soil eonditions as was indicated by reports of 7 92 inches

of rain on May 31 at Franktown Colorado on the Cher y Cree drainage t ruri off

from this storm failed to rea h Cherry Creek Reservoiz Crops were hailed out in

several areas or the Lc wez South Platte River The Upper South Platte River and

South Par in particular failed to receiv lit lej if anq precipitation

WA R SiTPPLY

The water supply for the South Platte River Basin below the St Vrain

ras to some e tent much better than the Upper South Platte bnt fer shoxt of a

noamal amount The South Park area was e tre nely dry and caused no end o con

troversy among the ranchers The water demands or calls rere changed a total

of foriy nine 49 times during the year

CR PS

Crops as a whole v ere below average Sugar beets b ing one of the

better crops also had proble ns as it was necessary to irrigate them in order that

they could be dug This brongh about the coaperatie n of several ditch co panies

in some areas and wa accomplished without difficulty Meadow hay and dry land crops

r ere far below noa ttal

TRAI S IQUI AIN DIVERSIO TS

Most tran mouatain diversions were op rated without difficulty but some

on s much smaller quantity than has been available in past years A nerrr trans

mountain div rsion wa commeneed officialZy a of Ju1y 27 1964 wh n water was
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TRANS 1 JN AIN DTVERSIONS Continued

diverted from Di11on Reservoir through the Harold D Roberts Tunnel by the Denver

at r Board This divexsion proved to be a definite asset to Denver as storage

reservoirs were being dra down at a rather rapid rate Nlany days exeeeded the

thousand acre oot mark by users of the Denver 6 a er Board

COMPACTS AND U S SIIPREME URT RULIt S

In ccjmpliance t ith the Laramie River a d and Creek greements the

adminis ration of these i iqreements was ace l shed without serious difficulty

TC CK TATER DAMS

Stock ter dams are still being built at an average rate While these

prove o b b nefici l to some they ur do tedly cause problems by char gfnq the

regiment of the stresm A definite revision of the Lives ock fater Tank Aet and

also an understandi q regarding water r tention da us as cc nstructed by the U S Soil

Conservation S rvice and should be mad so as to be in compliance with otY r statufiory

reqnir ents whereby uffieient and justifiaL le fee for pzoeessing could be collected

1so definite regulations and controls could be administered by the t8te Engineer

PUMPI IG F RON 11JNDERGAOIIN STJPPLIES

Develop nent of su1S urface ter for qarious p arposes still progre ses t

a fair rate A need i or lc gs or records of the time and rate of fIc w of putnping

facilities beccsmes more evident as time progre ses Use of s surfaee water has

reached a pe in sc iT ees definite statutor laws

regula i g and gov rning the se of this resource
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PUMPING FR I tTNDERGR t ND UPPl IES Cor tinued

t C
z

e the la as governing the doctrine of appropriation and use of surface

water

i TABAN DEV OPI IENT

Urban Develop uent still eontinues at a good ra e Some areas face the

prabl of adeq ate storag Iz sonte areas the quality of the water creates problems

while in hers it i the available quantity he ne d or the definite req ire

ment for the change c f character of use when acquired by municipalitiss and urban

areas would in the opinio of this writer alleviate some of the pxoblems Sahich arise

MEASiTRING DEVZC S

he policy establis ed b r the State Engineer to improve facilities for

neasuring wa ter fro the streams has contin ed Colo ado Springs complied vrith re

quests by this office nd installed a new flume and recorder above Montgomery Reservoir

Several ditch owners have instal ed or i apraved tY eir respective m asuri q devices

and headgates On eccasion failure to comply with this policy has brought about the

need to invoke the s tatutes a d deny the use of th water from the streaat s

RRY CREEK RE ERVOIR

The ooperation of the Gorp of Army Enqineers with thi office has been

wery good Only one release waa ade fro n the herry Creek Res rvoir d this was at

such a t Ene as ta b o more benef3t to the water user The reZeased amount was

1 2 0 acr fee

SiJA IP RY

As pertains to Irrigation Divisio io 1 this has been a year to re

m mber tahat with a shortage of now last winter and very little precipitation making
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SUA IARY Continued

for difficul tie n zua c e r On April 23 our verg good friend

and bc ss J Eugene Whitten a e out secs nd best in his emcot r ter with a traetor

Probably not too many know just how close we came to lo ing him far his injurie were

very extensive We ean be thar kful that h is still with us and ha made a re

markable recovery During the time he was recuperating I sho ld like to point out

that A Ral ph Uwens Deputy State Enginees pic ed np the rein and did a most ad

mirable job of keeping the ofiice on an even keel

nother blow was deait by the sudden death of C 4xel Garl on Water Coaauis ioner of

Sonth Park who as killed in a needle s head o collision August i8 1964 Finding a

replacem nt for him has b oome a job in it elf These misfoxtunes which I have cited

together with other ineidents which have taken place involving disgrtintled water users

is th reason to say this has be@n a year to remember I wish to an all who have

helped and assisted me in the administration of Irrigation Divi ion l o 1 and to

borrow a phrase of Ra1ph Owens next year thi tgs wi11 be diff re t

The ae ninistration of the Colorado B3g Thc mpson Pro ect waters the

quantities of tt aater delivered to the several system and the problems enco r tered

are contained in the report of Special Deputq State Engine r Clark E chnurr

Resp ctf ally submitted

BiI1 Do you want yo r name typed in M W Ma tern Irrigation Division Engin er
Irrigation Division No 1
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