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keret ith i5 presented my nnual Feport on Irrigation Division No 1

for the year 19 8

The season of I91 8 was of rs tY er uriusual charaeter in that there was

au abundance of precipitation durir the winter nd spririg months and com

par tigely none after June 20th ihe early art of the growin se son was

rax zer than usuEl giv9ng crops an excellent st t aa th the result that a good

yield of sma 1 gr ins w s hsrve ted early in the se on and other crops were

well aZor beior the dry weather set in Preci aitatitin was 2 9 inches be

lc w normal far the year o Novemb r 1 19 8

There was a e vy carr r over oi reservoir watex from the fall of

1R47 45 OOfl acre eet as oi October 1 1q47 which is ebout 5 of resent

reservoir ee pacity The r sxim un amaunt in storage for this year was ettained

abaut Jv1y lst there havi g been 8L 1 275 acre feet in storage as of that date

AI1 reservoirs diverting direetly fro n the South Pla tte river filled to ca acity

while there were a few along the tributarp streams which did not entirely fi1l

T i large aanount of s tor ge rate was a saving f etor dtaxing the late season

dusin which time a cor siderabZe ortion of v z lable stored water was used

there having b een only 3I7 743 ere feet in stora e s of Oetvber 1 I9 of
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whieh amotmt 187 361 acre feet belang to the City of 1 enver

Tarry il l Reser oir as s emptied this y ar for the first time sit ce its

construction in 1q3Q

t the gresent ti e aI1 stre s are lcr an storage is progressing

sl Zg I ue to dry we tl er direct irrig tian evntinued much longer than

staal

here ra s no eerious tro ble rith the re ereoir dam s 3si the di i i n

rith oae exeeption that bein I rshall Lake dam xhich again de elo ed rotible

and to Khieh repair is almast complete at this time l inor repa irs have been

made to several dsms ib the axe and strengthening of F npire aud Rive side

da as is i pres ress

er eontro er i es o conseqt ence relative to administration arose dur

ing he 3 ear Interpre tation of the decree awarded to the North Sterlin Re

serv4ir is n the hands of the Caurt at t is time

Crops were geaerallp good in the di rision although serious loss s

svifered by hail n som sec 3 ons the mvst damaging bsir in the area arotuid

Steriir g Cc lQrado where losses in man croses were nearly I00 The sugar be t

acresg is bon 25 iess than norma2 this shortage in erop acreage having been

repiaced by smali g rains and beans

raus na t a in diversion to the Division ama ted to 18 1 I7 acre feet

aast of whi eh was diverted during the l tter parr of he season i is ex

peeted hat ri th the comp stio a of reservoirs no r contemplated or under eon

struction traus ouAtain i port tion of ter rill be increased several fold

Construetican of the Co orado Big Thcjmpson projeet is progressing

favoratil hawe ve it ri 11 no doubt be a l as two pears bef re this praject



cen t operated in the ma ner hat it is desigaed o ul timatsl r f unetio k

more detai3ed report on his project is expected from l essra Sch urr a ad

Ct rens Special Depzrties o t empl4ged b the Sta te Engineer

Administration di tl e Laraini e F i er district as gain carried on iti

the same manner as far the pa st several eexs the water usera in this dis

trict havi g eleeted to eont i nue the system of s iloca ion of c esignated maunts

to each user he I est deeree of the district court is not entirelp com

patible tiriih ccmditions ist the Laria ez River District hcs tever the method of

a dn inistration a s noFr ia praetice appears to be the be t under pre er t cir

ct stsnees

t bul tion of the ditehes with amounts div rted by each fram the

L smi river cc upanies and f4xms a part af this report

A s ma ry of he i ater Co nissioners srmual reports also forms a part

o this repc rt

tTery respectf il ly auba itted

T i ation I3ivision Engineer
Di ision Ao 1
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c M C Hinderlider State Fngineer

Sut aai tted by A Ra1ph flwens Special Deputy S ate Eiigineer

Date I ovember 24 194g

The asQnts e ivities have been varied the months oF P4ay November and

the latter partion of October were spent in the Der ver offiee ccuep3ling ann asi

stream ilow ree4rds the bal uc oi the seasvn ra s spent in administrati e work

larg ly in the field Eiowever some stream gagin s were m de trhat were nat

strictl a requirement of administrative duties Li ke ise gs ing station

xas installed on he i illia s ork below the i 1iaffis k Ftes rveir in Water

Distriet o 51

Hea y deliverie of Colt rado Ri er taater thres agh the Alva B Ada s Twi

nel to t i e east rn sZope are antieipated during the season of 1950

W ter I istriet No 3

Investigations were almos e elusieely for the purposes of detex 3 ning

the adequacy oi easuring devices and headgates in the varioua ditches and

ms ing recommandaticjns for replaee aents and impro ea er ts In order to faci

aifat the eorreet et 3n of ttew Parshal3 mea vrin flumes eurrent meter

g ings were aci can each diteh in some instances t aa d e ea three such

measurements were made

Pupsuant to recommendations made the Str te Engineer ha s written etters

to he serer 7 owne s in this water distriet and severaZ flumes are now being

constructed P ss for ath rs are in the makir and it is contempl ted that
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most wil 7 be installed before he irrigation season o 1949

N special prvbl m in setti g P rshall flumes Wi11 be eneountered as the

ditehes e eral lg ha e gaod gradients Ho ree r ix several insteness dif

ficultg may b eraeoun tered in detsrffiiuin the proper throai ridth This is due

to the necsa ity of easuring not on p qui e sma 11 lrut also relatively large

heads b the s sme Psr hali flu e

C smplete ratings were sd o txo ditches one being req ested by dater

Co ssioner Mc nelly the other by a ditch compang

Wa er Diatrict Pdo

he in e tig tion in th3 s area s ea rried on in the s e manner as

in Di triet No 3 It r as faund th t ditches on the Big Thompsoa Fiiver re

we31 quipped with Parshall m asurin flu aes hcywever a lor the Little Thompson

this is not he ca e and recc r mendations regardfs g meas ring flumes and head

a tes w re made ar d Iet era ha e been sent t o fhe several owners requesting

impr4e e sents

Wa ter Distri et No L 8

Several trip were made to the Lar mie River Th purpose of th se visits

ras to aa ist Water Com iasioaer Iosier compute diteh and t ransmountain di ersions

to the e d that the tatal diversion fro he Larami e River by Cvlorado users

should not exceed Colora c s annuel allot ent under the ti S S preme Co rt de

cisic n

Water District to 51

For seesral years there uas nfl i ater Co i ssioner i n this District but

crith the anr u l dicersion af same lAf0 0 acre feet to the City of Den er and an

i perridit annua2 d veraion ofappxoximately 3pfl 0 Q ac e feet by th Big Thompson

Projec it ssemed expedient tQ appoix t new Water Commissianer Accordingly
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I r D Bloge was appoi nted

This past season h s been in the nature of a periad to ge acqu inted ith

the prflblems and water users of Middle Park Numerous ranch rs in different parts

af the area were aontacted nd their speeia proble s discussed

5ee ix gly the only list of priorities is on h ld by an abstractor in Hot

Sulphur Springe Pir Bloye hae been usin this list although it is reported o

bs not entire2y co uplet ncsr aecurate Dur3 n the season a new list ha s been

prepared frc records in the State ngixteer s office his tabai ati4n probably

ia nat compl et s a d wi li be correeted to coniorm rith decrees on file in the

affies o thc District Court s t Iio Sulphrar Sprin s

There are io a ailable maps showing the location of the variou ditches

othsr than tiiose sho m bg the II S Bureau of Reelamation whieh are ncat eomplete

It se am ed that sueh a map ar maps woul d have eansiderable val ze to the T ater Com

missioner pecial Deputy nd State Engineer therefore on each trip a feu

ditches erc mapped

51
A n ber of ditehes i r this and Water Distriet No 36 hane not been deereed

prvbably due to carelessne s on the par of o ners It w s learned that the Dis

trict Court planx3ed a general ad udic8tion during the su mer but this important

m tter eantin ed to the IBoeember erm of ourt

Som progress hes beea made by the U Bizres0 of Recla ation in irrigatirig

the Krammling Meadaws This is a strip of bottvm land on eaeh side of the CoZorado

Rive r i a th nieini y of Kremmling that to the px esent ime has been irrig ted

r atur lly by overflox fram the river during the spring rtm off but ai th the im

pendi g heav diversic n to the eastern slope c f the State it is anticipated

t t there wi ll be no overflow Several plans haae besn investigated the one
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selee Gec being to pu p directly from the river The instal3ations thus far sre

turbirie type pu ps in wells hic are corneeted ta the river by pipe In gen

e 8 1 pu ps havi ng a c pacity of 8 cubic feet per second fset have been in

I Isd it beir conte plated that this flo r will serve 16 acres The land

to be irrigated is di id d irato sffia1 1 t racts by earth dykes or checks and as

scx n as c na stach basin is o ered with aater the flow is t ed to anoiher

Seeera af these installati4ns were operated this se son but not for suf

ficient tims to de onstrate the ad quacp af the pl n

U 3 Bur au of Racl nation Fcagine r ighxy reported in September that in

a11 probability the constrr ction of Granby Reservoir Dam wo al d be sufficiently

ad anced a th t filling of the reservoir e n be commeneed in Jul 1q49

T rb ctisptztes ever he diversion oi water came to the attention oi the Speeial

Deputy Or e involving the division of ti3e ater in Lost and M le Creeks Trib

ut ries o William Fork was qui ckl settled it being Iargeiy a misunderstand

ing between two rar chers Ths other disput aa s carried to the Co axts snd

District Jttdge Gaodi requested a represegta iwe of the St te Engineer s office

tQ m ke an investigativn of eonditions on StraWberry Cree C tributary of the

Fraser River fhis ix speciion s m d with i aier Gomtnissioner Blo e July 29

and 30th and result reported to the Stete E gineerfs office and Mr Hezmalhalch

reported to the udge ince hat tiuie it h s been le ed that the hree di

e r tors are complyirig wi th the reesuests of this office

Plans for the Com Season
Water

District No 1

Prir r to the 191 9 irrig tion season the list ofgriorities prepared during

the ast year shc vld b carrected to co for to the actual decrees on file w ith
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the Glsrk oi the Distriet Court This tabulatian for conveuient field use

ril be by stream nd w ll list water rights in the order of their priority

It i plaianed t4 coatinue and complete the mapping of ditches in thi

ater di trict This aork aiZ1 be c rried on in conjunetio with other

duties tl us practically eliminating additional automobile exp nse

St aas le ned ciuring the past seaaon that there is coasiderabI e distrust

of diver ors who are taking ra ter out o the Color do Ri er basin for use on

otYier xater sheds It is pl un d to keep the records of such d versions worked

u to d ate as elosely as is prae ic ble tlae thought beibg that if MiddZe

P rk a ter a3sers knQx the ae ual a otmts diro erted daily from the Colorado
i vcfl siof7s

River and its tributaries nd real3ze haw small theae daiiy actually

sre heir distrust will be large3y all ayed

Respea fully s zl itted

Specia3 Bep ty Sts te ngineer


