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SUBJECT

I herewith present my annual report of activities of the office of Division
Engineer of Irrigation Division No 1 for the year 1946

The irrig tion season of 1946 r as very erratic in regard to irrigation sup
ply there being a very deeided deficiency of p eeipitation during the
e arly part of the season whieh made the use of reservoir water necessary
as early as ay during rrhich month there is usually an ample water supply
and often considerable surplus avail b3e for storage There was no cus

tomary spring runoff due to the deficient preeipitation during the winter
and spring months Following the very dry spring local rains fell during
the latter part of July and during August whieh to some extEnt relieved the
draft on res rvoir water ho rever the storms were of such character that

frequent orders to the Pater Commissioners were necessary there being 72
separate orders issued for the regulation of divers3ons from the streams

There were m ny destructive hail storms during the latter part of the season
however tost of the small grain had been haxwested before these came

Excessive precipitation during 5eptember eaused neaxly a11 direat irri
gation to be suspended during which time some water was stored in the re
servoirs Early snow storms cluring the latter part of Detober seriouslg
impeded the sugar beet harvest

811 demands for direet irrigation were released October 10 at which time

storag for the coming season began in most districts

The heaviest now in 30 years fell in the Denver axea on November 2 3 and

4 there being a fall of 27 inch s

Crops sre enerally good in the irrigated area but the dry la nd erops
were damaged by the earlp protracted dry spell The native hay yield in the
mountain area as below normal and the shortage has caused prices to rise

sharply



A tabulated tatement of the amo s of ater in storage in this Dieision

on the first of each month accomganies this report From this table the

early season draft on the reservoirs in the various Districts ay be noted
g 6 3 d 8

Transmoun ain diversion of ater to this Division emounted to E3 E acre

feety whieh helped to sav m ny crops which might otherwise have been
lost

No diversion has yet been made by the Colorado Big Thompson project how

ever the dama tnnnel is lined and prep rations ar noA being made to divert
some ater in 1947 and ior this reason it ill be necessary to have additional
competent employees in the Big Thompson district this coming season and pro
vision should be made by the next Legislature to meet this requirement

Th re ere no failures among the several dams in the Division although

so repair and mainten nee work has been dane and investigational work is

now in pro ress to correct a bad eondition at Standley Lake the dam there

ha ing elipped slowly over a period of years Several sma11 dams in the
Division were repaired or rebuili

There was little litigation between rrater users or officials in this Division

howe4er tAO suits which may have far reaching consequences are in progress
at thi time one involving the North Sterling Irrigation District vs the
Riverside Irrigation District and the other involving the Transmountain
Diversioas vs the eadowland IIsers taking vr ter from the I eramie River

tabulatioa of the 1Pater Commissioners reports for the several districts

in tbis Division acccmpanies and forms a p rt of th3s rsgort

Very respeetfully submitted

Irrigation Division Engin er

Division io 1

JEVP FF
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