
SEPTEMBER2006DROUGHTUPDATEWaterAvailabilityTaskForceCoChairsVevaMcCaigCWCB3038663339JackByersDWR3038663581cousEmailgenovevamccaig@stateEmailjackbyers@statecousExecutiveSummaryAnElNiñoeventhasdevelopedandislikelytocontinueintoearly2007IftheElNiñoeventstrengthensfurtherthatwouldfavorawetfallfromnortheasternColoradointosoutheasternWyomingApersistentElNiñoshouldalsobenefitwatersuppliesinthesouthwestpartofColoradoanareanegativelyimpactedbythisyearslowsnowpackandprecipitationvaluesStatewidethe2006wateryearOctSeptprecipitationendedonanaveragenotewithaslightdropfrom2005Annualprecipitationlevelsareat96ofaveragewithnotablerecoveryinthesoutherntosouthwestportionoftheStateduetobeneficialsummermoistureThesoutheastpartoftheStatecontinuestobesignificantlybelowaverageforannualprecipitationdespitesummerrainsTheSurfaceWaterSupplyIndexSWSIvaluesforAugust2006haveincreasedinfourofthesevenbasinscomparedtoJuly2006withmarkedimprovementintheRioGrandeandSanJuanDoloresBasinsStreamflowsthroughouttheStatewereaboutaveragewiththeexceptionoftheSouthPlatteBasinwhereflowsweresignificantlybelowaverageandweretrackingthedriestyearof1964ReservoirstoragethroughouttheStateisnearaverageforthistimeofyearwithsomekeyexceptionsIrrigationreservoirsintheSouthPlatteBasinareextremelylowlevelsandnearemptyinsomecaseswhilemunicipalreservoirsareinexcellentshapeJohnMartinReservoirintheArkansasBasinmayhavereacheditslowestlevelcausingconcernfortheremainingfisheriespoolReservoircarryoverstorageintheGunnisonBasinwillbegreaterthanusualgoingintothewinterseasonTheagriculturesectorinColoradocontinuestoexperienceimpactsfrompersistentdroughtconditionsoverseveralyearsHarvestedcornacreageinStateisdownby110000acresfromlastyearinspiteofthefactthatnd2006isexpectedtobethe2largestcorncroponrecordnationallyThiswillnegativelyaffectcornpricesforColoradofarmersRangeandnonirrigatedpastureconditionsarestillroughinplacesCurrently36ofacreageisratedpoortoverypoor42isfairand20isgoodonastatewidebasisWhilelateseasonprecipitationhasbeenwelcomeitpromotesexcessiveweedgrowthhamperinggrassrecoveryandforcinglivestockproducerstoprovidesupplementalfeedingdrivingcostsupAccordingtotheUSDroughtMonitor91906droughtintensitystatushasdecreasedformuchofColoradowiththedroughtcategoryforthenortheastsectionbeingloweredfromseveretomoderatedroughtThecategoryforthenorthwestsoutheastandcentralColoradowasalsoloweredfrommoderatetoabnormallydryAccordingtotheNationalInteragencyFireCentertheSeasonalWildlandFirePotentialOutlookforColoradoSeptNov2006isnormalresultingfrombeneficialmonsoonalweatherpatternsinlatesummerPredictionsfromtheNOAACIRESClimateDiagnosticsCenterarethatColoradowillexperiencehigherthanaveragetemperaturesthroughJanuary2007andthatColoradohasanequalchanceofaboveorbelownormalprecipitationduringthatsametimeperiod


