
Colorado Climate Center –
WATF Climate Update
Becky Bolinger,  Assistant State Climatologist
Water Availability Task Force
September 22, 2020



COLORADO 
CLIMATE
CENTER

2020 Water Year To Date

Extreme August

Extreme September
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Month T Rank      
(of 126 years)

Above, 
below, or 
near avg?

Oct 3rd coolest much below
Nov 39th warmest above
Dec 25th warmest  above
Jan 25th warmest above
Feb 51st coolest near avg
Mar 14th warmest above
Apr 58th warmest near avg
May 4th warmest much above
June 15th warmest above
July 20th warmest above

August 1st warmest recordAlso: 3rd warmest summer on record
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Month P Rank 
(of 126 years)

Above, below, 
or near avg?

Oct 40th driest below

Nov 52nd wettest near avg

Dec 41st wettest above

Jan 34th driest below

Feb 58th wettest near avg

Mar 55th driest near avg

Apr 7th driest much below

May 18th driest below

June 43rd driest near avg

July 41st driest below

August 5th driest much below

Also: 7th driest summer on record
2nd driest 12-month Sep-Aug on record



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

September Average

https://climate.colostate.edu/normals/p_sep_norm.html



Let’s say we follow the 
hottest August on 
record with a record 
early September snow!

giphy.com
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https://www.weather.gov/bou/Sept2020EarlySnow
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https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/interactive/html/map.html
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maps.cocorahs.org
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September’s Memorable Extremes

• La Junta Municipal AP recorded the hottest September temperature for the state with 108° on 
September 6.

• Earliest snow on record for Fort Collins with 2.3” on September 8. Previous earliest snow was 
September 12.

• Denver, Colorado Springs, and Pueblo have all had the most 90° days recorded in 2020.

• Monte Vista reported 14 inches of snow in 2 days, toppling all September records and even counting 
as one of the top ranked snowiest events in all months.

• Two stations tied national record for shortest period between 100° and snowfall
– La Junta: 101° September 7, 3.4” September 9

– Ordway 1 ENE: 104° September 7, 3.9” September 9

• According to NOAA NCEI records, 28 stations have set records for highest September temperature.
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Drought Conditions
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http://climate.colostate.edu/drought/spi.html
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http://climate.colostate.edu/drought/spi.html



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

http://climate.colostate.edu/drought/spi.html
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http://climate.colostate.edu/drought/spi.html
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https://psl.noaa.gov/eddi/
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Outlook

Next 7 days

CPC Outlooks

What is happening with El Niño?

Precipitation Projections

Any word on the monsoon?
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NOAA 7-day precip forecast
http://schumacher.atmos.colostate.edu/weather/real_time/hpc_qpf_168h_fnl/hpc_qpf_168h_fnl.gif
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8-14 day outlook
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Seasonal outlook
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What’s the El Niño forecast?

We’re in a La Niña advisory. Both sea surface temperatures and atmospheric 
variables are consistent with La Niña conditions. There is a 75% chance that La 
Niña conditions will continue through the fall and winter.
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What’s La Niña mean for fall/winter?
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What’s La Niña mean for snow?

https://www.climate.gov/news-features/blogs/enso/what-about-snow-during-la-niña-winters
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Summary points
• Very hot and dry August

• Momentary relief from an early September snow

• Quick return to warm and dry

• Warmer and drier than average conditions are more likely for the rest of fall

• We’re in a La Niña, which is expected to continue through winter

• We’re at an increased risk for warm extremes in a La Niña

• General pattern of wetter to the north and drier to the south sets up

• In a weak La Niña, the northern mountains are favored for more snow, while 
the plains and southern mountains are likely to have less than average



Thank you!

To view this and other presentations:
https://climate.colostate.edu/ccc_archive.html

Check out our new Monthly Climate Summaries:
https://climate.colostate.edu/monthly_summary.html

Becky.Bolinger@colostate.edu


