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Month T Rank      
(of 125 years)

Above, 
below, or 
near avg?

Oct 4th much below

Nov 90th above

Dec 101st above

Jan 101st above

Water year through January: depending on the dataset, a little below to a little above average
Ranked 74th out of 125 October-January periods
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Month P Rank 
(of 125 years)

Above, below, 
or near avg?

Oct 42nd below

Nov 68th near

Dec 83rd near

Jan 36th below

Water year through January: 0.51” below the 20th century average
Ranked 37th out of 125 October-January periods 
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Daily records

(Water year thus far: 
Oct 1 – Feb 15)

Weather Record Broken Record broken for 
a day

Record broken 
for a month

Highest max temperature 297 17
Highest min temperature 331 10
Lowest max temperature 593 107
Lowest min temperature 743 121

Precipitation 391 15
Snowfall 220 10

Source: https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/cdo-web/datatools/records

Daily cold records outpacing warm records by about 2 to 1 so far this 
water year (around 10 to 1 for monthly records!), almost completely 
from the cold October



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Globally, warmest 
January on record; 
4th warmest month 
on record with 
respect to average
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Station Updates

COLORADO
CLIMATE
CENTER



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Grand Lake
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Grand Junction
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Montrose
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Mesa Verde NP



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Mesa Verde NP
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Alamosa
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Pueblo
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Walsh
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Burlington
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Akron



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Boulder

Already a top-10 
February

November was 
6th wettest
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Drought Conditions
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Outlook

Next 7 days

8-14 day Outlook

CPC Outlooks

Precipitation Projections

What is happening with El Niño?
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Latest WPC 7-day QPF

NOAA 7-day precip forecast
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Keep an eye on this potential storm 
early next week
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8-14 day outlook
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A look back at CPC outlooks...
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A look back at CPC outlooks...

Higher 
score is 
better

1-month temperature outlooks 
over Colorado 
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A look back at CPC outlooks...

Higher 
score is 
better

1-month precipitation outlooks 
over Colorado 



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

A look back at CPC outlooks...



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

A look back at CPC outlooks...



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

A look back at CPC outlooks...
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A look back at CPC outlooks...

Higher 
score is 
better

3-month temperature outlooks 
over Colorado 
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A look back at CPC outlooks...

Higher 
score is 
better

3-month precipitation outlooks 
over Colorado 
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What’s the El Niño forecast?

We’ve been on the borderline of El Niño the last few months, but models 
suggest conditions will revert back toward neutral



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Feb-March-April Outlook *these are a bit outdated now; 
new outlooks will be released on Thursday
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Summary points
• Water year started with a very cold October (which followed an extremely hot and dry late 

summer)

• December and January were warm; February has been cold over most of the state

• Snowpack in great shape in northern mountains; hanging on near average in southern 
mountains

• Some areas of concern in the Four Corners and eastern Plains that have been warm and dry 
since late summer

• Pattern looks to stay active at least through end of the month, colder-than-average 
conditions will persist; looks snowier north than south

• ENSO conditions will remain neutral; no strong signals for the outlook into spring



Thank you!

russ.schumacher@colostate.edu

To view this and other presentations:
http://climate.colostate.edu/ccc_archive.html
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