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 don’t miss inside: 
» scaup limits increase. 
The season is longer, the  
bag limits are bigger.

» reservation changes. 
Grand Valley lands have a 
new reservation number.

See page 1 for details
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About the cover:  Richard Clifton continues his 
winning streak in the 2012 Colorado Waterfowl Stamp 
Art contest. His painting of Ross’ geese, “Misty After-
noon” was chosen as this year’s winning design for the 
annual stamp. Clifton has won the contest in 2010, 
2011 and 2012. He is a hunter and self-taught artist.  
     The Colorado Wildlife Heritage Foundation sells 
prints and stamps of the 2012 stamp.  If interested 
please contact the foundation at (303) 291-7212 or 
www.cwhf.us.  Proceeds from the sale of waterfowl 
stamps and prints support wetlands that benefit 
Colorado’s waterfowl species.
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1

» scAup limits removed.  Th e U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service recently passed a regulation that 
will increase opportunity for scaup statewide. Th e new 
regulation lengthens the scaup season in the Pacifi c Fly-
way and allows for a full bag limit in both fl yways. Th e 
new season length and bag limit for scaup is the same as 
the basic season and limits for duck seasons.  See page 8.

» duck seAson split chAnged.  Th e 
season split for duck and coot hunting has been changed 
this year in the Northeast Zone. It now aligns with the 
late plains rifl e season for deer, so hunters can use the 
break during the waterfowl split to hunt deer with the 
proper big-game license. See page 8 for details.

» new reservAtion phone number. 
To improve customer service and reduce hold time on 
the phone, those hunting the Grand Valley area in the 
Pacifi c Flyway now have a local phone number to call to 
reserve a waterfowl blind. Check before you call to ensure 
you have the right reservation phone number and will 
be able to reserve your favorite hunting spot quickly and 
effi  ciently.
     Lands using the new phone number include: Colo-
rado River Island SWA, Franklin Island SWA, Highline 
Lake State Park, Horsethief Canyon SWA, James M. 
Robb Colorado River State Park, Orchard Mesa SWA 
and Tilman Bishop SWA.  See page 12 for details.

2012
WHAT’S NEW

 
    

                                  resident         nonresident
» Habitat Stamp (required) .............................$10 ......................... $10
» Small Game ......................................................$21 ......................... $56
» Small Game (one-day) ..................................$11 ......................... $11
» Small Game (additional day) .......................$5 ............................... $5
» Youth Small Game (Under 18)  ...................$1.75 ................. $1.75
» Small Game & Fishing Combo...................$41 ...........................n/a
» Colorado Waterfowl Stamp ........................$5 ............................... $5
» Federal Migratory Bird
   Hunting Stamp (Duck Stamp) ....................$15 ......................... $15

» Military (60 percent or more 
    disability, see details below) .........................free ...........................n/a
Prices include 25-cent search-and-rescue fee and 75-cent surcharge for 
the Wildlife Management Public Education Fund. 

whAt You need to buY A license
1.  Current and valid photo ID and proof of residency (See page 2)
2.  Proof of hunter education (see requirements below)
3.  Habitat Stamp (See page 2)
4.  To hunt waterfowl, all hunters must purchase a small-game 
      license. Hunters age 16 and older also must have a Colorado 
      Waterfowl Stamp and federal migratory bird stamp prior to hunting.

 hunter educAtion (sAfetY) requirements 
Hunters born on or aft er Jan. 1, 1949, must have completed an approved 
hunter education course sanctioned by a state or province before purchas-
ing a license. Colorado honors hunter education courses from other states 
and provinces. You must present an original hunter safety card when buy-
ing a license (unless previously verifi ed) or enter the required information 
when applying by mail or online. You must carry your hunter education 
card while hunting unless a “V” is printed on the license, which indicates 
hunter education has been verifi ed at a Wildlife Area Offi  ce.   
     Hunter education courses can be found at www.wildlife.state.co.us/
Hunting/HunterEducation/CourseCalendar/Pages/HECalendar.aspx. 

Youth licenses And mentor hunting
People under age 18 must have a license to hunt waterfowl. A youth small-
game license is $1, plus surcharge. All youths must meet hunter education 
requirements. Th ose under 16 must be accompanied by a mentor while 
hunting. A mentor must be 18 or older and must meet hunter education 
requirements. Mentors aren’t required to hunt. While hunting, youths and 
mentors must be able to see and hear each other without binoculars, radios 
or other aids. Youths can buy an adult license as long as they meet hunter 
education requirements. At age 18, hunters must buy an adult license.

disAbled veterAns
Colorado residents who are disabled veterans or Purple Heart recipi-
ents can get free lifetime combination small-game hunting and fi shing 
licenses. You must have served on active duty and have been honorably 
discharged. Proof is required of a service-related disability rated by the 
Veterans Administration of at least 60 percent through disability retire-
ment benefi ts or a pension administered by the Department of Veteran 
Aff airs or respective service department.

 sAve time:  buY online or bY phone
Go to www.wildlife.state.co.us/ShopDoW/AppsAnd
Licenses/Pages/totallicensing.aspx or call 1-800-244-
5613. CPW offi  ces and license agents also sell licenses.

license fees

license informAtion

REPORT POACHERS

operAtion gAme thief: 1-877-265-6648  
emAil: gAme.thief@stAte.co.us 

Earn a reward payment for reporting 
wildlife violations by calling opera-
tion Game Thief, a wildlife crimestop-
pers organization. A reward is paid, if 
requested by the caller, upon a citation 
issued or arrest made. Callers can remain anonymous. 
(This number is not for information requests or emergencies.)

http://wildlife.state.co.us/ShopDOW/AppsAndLicenses/Pages/totallicensing.aspx
http://wildlife.state.co.us/Hunting/HunterEducation/CourseCalendar/Pages/HECalendar.aspx
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purchAsing A license
 license requirements
1. Hunters must have a small-game license, youth small-game or combina-

tion fi shing/small-game license to hunt waterfowl. Hunters must carry 
their license when hunting and show it when requested by law enforce-
ment offi  cers.

2. Hunters age 16 or older must have a $15 Federal Migratory Bird Hunting 
and Conservation Stamp (Duck Stamp) and a $5 Colorado State Water-
fowl Stamp to hunt waterfowl. 
colorAdo wAterfowl stAmp: Th e state stamp is printed on your 
hunting license and validated by signing your name in ink across the 
imprint. Th e gum-backed state stamp is available for an extra $2.50, if 
desired, and is mailed aft er July 1. 
federAl duck stAmp: Th e federal stamp is available aft er July 1 online, 
by phone and at select post offi  ces (www.fws.gov/duckstamps/stamps.htm). 
It is valid when you sign your name in ink across the face of the stamp. It is 
also available at Wildlife Area Offi  ces and license agents. When purchased 
at state outlets, an electronic stamp is issued. Th is instantly gives you a 
unique code that is valid for 45 days from the date of issue, suffi  cient time 
for the gum-backed stamp to arrive in the mail. A federal stamp is not 
required to take light geese during the conservation order season.  

3. Annual fi shing, small-game and furbearer licenses, as well as Colorado 
waterfowl stamps and Habitat Stamps are valid April 1 through March 
31 of the following year. Lifetime small-game and fi shing combination 
licenses are valid as long as you are a Colorado resident.

4. If a license is restricted to a specifi c area, you can hunt only that area.
5. Licenses and stamps are not transferable.
6. False statements made in buying a license and altering a license are illegal 

and void the license.
7. Lost or destroyed licenses can be replaced by buying a new one or sign-

ing an affi  davit and paying a fee. Forms are available at Wildlife Area 
Offi  ces and license agents. 

hAbitAt stAmps Are required for hunters
Habitat Stamps are $10 and only one is required per person per year for 
anyone ages 18-64. Stamps are valid April 1-March 31. 

» You must purchase a stamp before buying or applying for a preference 
point or a hunting or fi shing license. 

» A lifetime stamp is $300.25.
» Anyone buying a one-day or additional-day license for fi shing and/or 

small game is exempt from purchasing the Habitat Stamp with the fi rst 
two of these licenses. Th e habitat fee will be assessed when a third one-
day or additional-day license is purchased for fi shing or small game.

» Anyone who holds a free Lifetime Fishing License, a Veteran’s Lifetime 
Combination Small-Game Hunting/Fishing License, or are approved 
for the Big Game Mobility Impaired Hunting Program is exempt from 
the Habitat Stamp requirement. See www.wildlife.state.co.us/
Hunting/DisabledAccessibility/Pages/DisabilityInformation.aspx.

residencY requirements
Th e requirements to qualify as a Colorado resident to buy a hunting license:

1. You must live in Colorado at least 6 consecutive months immediately before 
applying for or buying a license, and must intend to make Colorado home 
(except No. 3 and No. 4 below.) Th e residence address you give to buy or 
apply for a license must be the same as on your Colorado income tax return.

2. A valid Colorado driver’s license or Colorado ID is proof of residency if 
issued as least 6 months prior to buying or applying for a license. If your 
ID or driver’s license was issued or renewed less than 6 months prior, you 
must provide documentation that proves you have been a resident for the 
required 6-month period.

3. U.S. military personnel and military personnel of U.S. allies on active duty 
in Colorado under permanent orders and their dependents. Th is includes 
people who were Colorado residents when they entered the military and 
maintain Colorado as their home of record, and their dependents (who 
keep Colorado as their home of record.) Also included are personnel of the 
U.S. Diplomatic Service or diplomatic services of nations recognized by 
the U.S. assigned to duty here on permanent active duty orders and their 
dependents. Active duty does not include reserve status or National Guard.

4. Full-time students enrolled and attending an accredited Colorado college, 
university or trade school at least 6 months immediately before apply-
ing for or buying a license. Th is includes students who are temporarily 
absent from Colorado but still enrolled. Colorado residents who attend 
school full-time out of state and pay nonresident tuition still qualify for a 
resident license.

5. Children under 18 have the same residency status as their parent, legal guard-
ian or person with whom they live the majority of the time per court order.

6. If you have a home in Colorado and another state, call (303) 297-1192 
to make sure you comply with Colorado residency requirements before 
obtaining a hunting or fi shing license. 

7. Except as in No. 3 and No. 4 above, you lose your Colorado residency 
if you apply for, buy or accept a hunting, fi shing or trapping license as a 
resident of another state or country; register to vote outside Colorado or 
get a driver’s license with an address in another state.

child-support delinquencY
State law requires a Social Security number to buy a license. It is not displayed 
on the license but is provided, if requested, to Child Support Enforcement au-
thorities. Hunting and fi shing licenses are not issued to people suspended for 
noncompliance with child support. In addition, any current licenses become 
invalid if held by someone noncompliant with child support.

weApons restrictions
Colorado and federal laws prohibit people convicted of certain crimes, such 
as domestic violence, from possessing weapons even for hunting. If you’ve 
been convicted of a crime, check with the appropriate law enforcement 
authority to fi nd out how these laws apply to you.

PuRCHASE STAMPS
& PRINTS oNLINE
www.cwhf.us 
oR CALL To oRDER
303.291.7212

Colorado Waterfowl Stamp
2012

“Misty Afternoon” 
by Richard Clifton

http://wildlife.state.co.us/Hunting/DisabledAccessibility/Pages/DisabilityInformation.aspx
http://hugahunter.com/
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Laws and legal hunting methods explained on page 11
know before You go

wAlk-in Access progrAm 

Th e Walk-In Access (WIA) program 
provides opportunities to hunt small 
game, migratory game birds and fur-
bearers on enrolled properties. 
    WIA properties allow hunting small 
game, furbearers, migratory game 
birds and Eurasian collared-doves but 
only during established season dates. 
Properties are closed to hunting Gam-
bel’s quail, Gunnison’s sage-grouse and 
greater sage-grouse. 
     Th e brochure includes tips on how 
to have successful dove, pheasant and 
quail hunts in Colorado.
     Th e regular season walk-in proper-
ties are open Sept. 1 through the end 
of February. 
     Th e late cropland season properties 
are open from opening day of pheasant 
season through the end of February. 
     Extended walk-in properties are 
open from the start of pheasant season 
through the end of March. 
     Properties are open to foot access 
only, from one hour before sunrise 
until one hour aft er sunset. Th ey are 
open two hours before sunrise until 
two hours aft er sunset for waterfowl 
hunting. 
     A WIA permit is no longer required 
to hunt WIA lands, but hunters must 
have a small-game license. Proper-
ties enrolled are posted with Walk-In 
Access signs and published in the WIA 
atlas. Access is prohibited as posted 
when the landowner is actively harvest-
ing crops. 
     Two atlases for 2012-13 will be 
published. Th e early version, the 2012 
Small Game Walk-In Atlas is available 
in mid-August and includes properties 
open Sept. 1. Th e 2012 Late Cropland 
Atlas will be available in late October 
and includes an updated property list. 

C O L O R A D O  P A R K S  &  W I L D L I F E2012 Small GameWalk-In Atlas

COLORADO PARKS AND WILDLIFE  •  6060 Broadway, Denver, CO 80216

(303) 297-1192  •  www.wildlife.state.co.us  •  www.parks.state.co.us

DON’T MISS INSIDE: • Watch for grazing.......pg. 1• Find lands easier with  
  online maps....pg. 1

online brochure

ACCESS TO PROPERTIES INSIDE BEGINS SEPT. 1, 2012
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» SHRUBLAND HABITAT, including sandsage 

rangeland,  drainages lined with skunkbush su-

mac, native plums or chokecherries, willow and 

snowberry riparian zones and warm season 

grass CRP fields that have a good shrub compo-

nent intermixed with the grasses or developed 

as a shrub thicket.  

     In fields, bobwhites are normally found near 

a significant shrub development.

» CRP GRASS FIELDS that provide tall overhead 

cover with a fairly high percentage of bare 

ground. Easy movement and forb production 

are favored by bobwhites.  

     In  most cases this means grass fields com-

posed of little
  bluestem, big bluestem and sand 

bluestem, switchgrass, yellow indiangrass, with 

a good amount of annual forbs. 

     Sunflowers, western and giant ragweed and 

kochia plants should catch your attention.  

     In extreme southeast Colorado, it is not 

unusual to find bobwhites around large CRP 

fields that are adjacent to other habitats like 

sandsage. 

     In the northeast, because quail habitat is 

much more restricted, bobwhites are rarely 

found in large CRP fields.  Instead, look for 

them in CRP sprinkler corners adjacent to 

irrigated corn fields, in CRP plantings along 

creekbottoms or field edges and grass fields 

along the sandsage-cropland transition zone.

» WEEDY FENCEROWS, ABANDONED FARM-

STEADS, OLD LIVESTOCK CORRALS and other 

areas that provide standing weed cover adja-

cent to occupied habitat are often heavily used 

by bobwhites.  

     They use standing weeds 

throughout the day, 

for foraging, loaf-

BOBWHITE QUAIL

Bobwhite quail often use an intermediate habitat between pheasant habitat and scaled quail habi-

tat.  In may situations, bobwhites can be found in the same field as pheasants and scaled quail.  

      Bobwhite quail range in Colorado is also significantly smaller than either pheasants or scaled 

quail, and is primarily limited to riparian areas in northeastern and east-central Colorado, while in 

southeast Colorado riparian areas, sandsage rangeland, and occasionally CRP lands, support bob-

white populations.  

     Isolated populations of bobwhites do occur in sandsage communities in the northeast counties 

of Phillips and Yuma, although their numbers are highly variable from year to year.  

FOCUS ON

In Colorado, habitats to focus on for finding bobwhite quail include:

SCALED QUAIL

Scaled quail depend on natural habitats significantly more than pheasants.  

     In Colorado, three types of habitat provide significant habitat for scaled quail, includ-

ing sandsage rangeland, cholla grasslands, and greasewood or yucca grasslands.  

     Colorado’s most productive scaled quail habitat is sandsage rangeland, followed by 

cholla cactus grasslands, and finally greasewood and yucca pastures.  On occasion, scaled 

quail also are found in cropland and CRP.  

FOCUS ON

When hunting scaled quail, some things to pay attention to are:

» LOOK FOR BARE LAND. Regardless of 

habitat, a good percentage of bare ground 

is integral to high densities of scaled quail.  

Whereas pheasants thrive in dense cover, 

scaled quail are most numerous in areas 

that are relatively open at ground level.

» LOOK FOR AREAS THAT HAVE A GOOD 

FORB COMPONENT.  Being rangeland asso-

ciated birds, scaled quail depend on winter 

food sources such as sunflowers, western 

ragweed and buffalo bur.  Crop fields like 

milo, lying adjacent to quail habitat, are 

a magnet to quail and may concentrate 

several coveys into a small area.

» STEER CLEAR OF HEAVY GRASS COVER.  

While a strong broadleaf forb component 

is beneficial to scaled 

quail, a heavy grass 

component is generally not good for quail.  

     Frequently, grasses choke out forb spe-

cies that quail depend on for food, and 

grasses tend to be too thick at ground level.  

     In most cases, CRP is too dense for 

scaled quail, although they may use 

disturbed, weedy areas or thin stands of 

bunchgrass CRP.  

» FIND STRUCTURE. In any scaled quail 

area, hunters must recognize that scaled 

quail are frequently linked to some struc-

tural component.  Examples include thick 

stands of cholla cactus, weedy or brushy 

ravines, shrub thickets, post and junk piles, 

abandoned farm machinery, wildlife water 

guzzlers and old farmsteads.  

      In scaled quail range, any natural or 

artificial structural component deserves an 

exploratory hunt.  

©  Lisa Densmore

©  DonaldMJones.com

10

 2012 Colorado Walk-In Atlas  

» CRP FIELDS are the most pre-

dictable habitat, as they provide 

areas for nesting, brooding and 

wintering pheasants.  

     Cover quality in CRP fields can 

be extremely variable, depending 

on the age of the field, the grass 

mix planted and impacts of recent 

droughts and/or management 

prescriptions.  
      THERE ARE 5 KEYS TO PHEAS-

ANT ABUNDANCE IN CRP:

1. New CRP fields that are planted 

to a sorghum cover crop, or 

young stands of CRP still  

dominated by annual weeds, 

are normally the most produc-

tive fields for hunting pheas-

ants.  They concentrate in these 

fields because of the abun-

dance of winter cover.

2. As grass begins to take over 

a field, pheasant abundance 

generally declines, but can be 

very good if weeds and alfalfa 

are present in the field.  Expect 

pheasants to leave these fields 

to feed in adjacent fields, but to 

return at night to roost and to 

loaf during the day.

3. Mature grass stands can be 

great for pheasants, but birds 

usually rely on adjacent lands 

to provide brood habitat and 

food sources.  The key is to find 

mature fields with switchgrass 

and yellow indian grass (look 

for orange and red colored 

grasses), next to crop stubble, 

which provides a good food 

source to compliment the 

excellent cover in the grass.

4. Poor quality CRP, either due to 

short grasses or cool season 

grasses, can be productive for 

hunting, as some pheasants 

prefer to night-roost in thin cov-

er.  If the only CRP in the area 

happens to be of low quality 

cover, it might be worth a hunt, 

especially early in the morning 

or late in the day.

5. The habitat surrounding CRP 

fields can dictate pheasant  

abundance, because pheas-

ants rely on a variety of habitat 

types to meet their daily 

requirements.  Pay attention 

to adjacent crop field for food 

sources and alternative roost-

ing cover, in addition to woody 

cover, weedy areas and spring 

nesting cover.  If the surround-

ing habitats are incapable of 

supporting pheasants, even 

the best tall grass CRP will 

not support great numbers of 

pheasants.

» NON-IRRIGATED  

CROPLAND is often the wild 

card in Colorado pheasant hunt-

ing.  When conditions are right, 

dryland crop fields can support 

excellent numbers of pheasants. 

When conditions are poor, popu-

lations quickly decline.  

     For fall pheasant concentra-

tions, wheat stubble and milo 

stubble (in southeast Colorado) 

are most important.  Some things 

to look for include:   

1. Stubble height is a good indica-

tor of pheasant abundance.  

Fifteen to 30-inch stubble is 

optimal for pheasants and 

hunting.2. Weed growth in the stubble is 

equally important to stubble 

height.  Look for fields that of-

fer sunflowers or kochia.

3. The height and density of cover 

in the field.  Generally, the more 

cover, the better pheasant 

potential for the field. Rarely 

will a field be too tall or dense 

for pheasants in Colorado.

» IRRIGATED AREAS can 

be either good or bad. When 

considering the impacts of the 

recent drought on pheasant 

populations, one would think 

intensively irrigated areas would 

be the mainstays of pheasant 

populations in Colorado.  

     This is often true with sprinkler 

irrigation. However, the reverse is 

true in intensively irrigated areas 

along the Front Range or in river 

valleys like the South Platte or 

Arkansas.       Some ideas for finding pheas-

ants in irrigated agriculture lands 

include:

1. Don’t expect many pheasants 

where irrigated alfalfa domi-

nates the landscape.  Irrigated 

alfalfa is a death trap for nesting 

hens because it greens up early, 

inducing nesting, and is often 

cut prior to hatching, resulting 

in low nest success and high 

mortality.
2. Transition areas where center-

pivot corn irrigation mixes with 

dryland wheat production often 

produce our highest pheasant 

populations.  Pheasants nest 

in the wheat fields, raise chicks 

in standing corn and, once the 

corn is harvested, the birds go 

back into nearby wheat stubble 

or CRP to roost, returning daily 

to forage in corn fields.  If pivot 

corners are enhanced with tall 

CRP grass or food plots, pheas-

ant densities can be amazing.     

are normally the most produc-

tive fields for hunting pheas-

ants.  They concentrate in these 

fields because of the abun-

dance of winter cover.

2. As grass begins to take over 

a field, pheasant abundance 

generally declines, but can be 

very good if weeds and alfalfa 

are present in the field.  Expect 

pheasants to leave these fields 

to feed in adjacent fields, but to 

return at night to roost and to 

loaf during the day.

3. Mature grass stands can be 

great for pheasants, but birds 

usually rely on adjacent lands 

to provide brood habitat and 

food sources.  The key is to find 

mature fields with switchgrass 

and yellow indian grass (look 

for orange and red colored 

grasses), next to crop stubble, 

which provides a good food 

source to compliment the 

excellent cover in the grass.

4. Poor quality CRP, either due to 

ing cover, in addition to woody 

cover, weedy areas and spring 

nesting cover.  If the surround-

ing habitats are incapable of 

supporting pheasants, even 

the best tall grass CRP will 

not support great numbers of 

pheasants.

» NON-IRRIGATED 

CROPLAND is often the wild 

card in Colorado pheasant hunt-

ing.  When conditions are right, 

dryland crop fields can support 

excellent numbers of pheasants. 

When conditions are poor, popu-

lations quickly decline.  

     For fall pheasant concentra-

tions, wheat stubble and milo 

stubble (in southeast Colorado) 

are most important.  Some things 

to look for include:   

1. Stubble height is a good indica-

be either good or bad. When 

considering the impacts of the 

recent drought on pheasant 

populations, one would think 

intensively irrigated areas would 

be the mainstays of pheasant 

populations in Colorado.  

     This is often true with sprinkler 

irrigation. However, the reverse is 

true in intensively irrigated areas 

along the Front Range or in river 

valleys like the South Platte or 

Arkansas.       Some ideas for finding pheas-

ants in irrigated agriculture lands 

include:

back into nearby wheat stubble 

or CRP to roost, returning daily 

to forage in corn fields.  If pivot 

corners are enhanced with tall 

CRP grass or food plots, pheas-

ant densities can be amazing.     

PHEASANTSThroughout their range, pheasants are associated with cropland habitats.  

     Three types of cropland are very important to pheasants: CRP, non-irrigated cropland and irrigated cropland

FOCUS ON    While pheasants are common in all three types of the following croplands, each has unique characteristics to look for:

Ring-necked pheasant ©   

DonaldMJones.com

If you hunt small game, furbearers, or migratory 
birds in Colorado, including by falconry, you must 
sign up with HIP before your license is valid.  
     Hunters must write their HIP number in the 
space provided on the license.  Hunters will be 
asked basic questions about their hunting, includ-
ing how many birds they harvested the previous 

season and what species they plan to hunt this year.  
A season means Sept. 1-March 15 of the next year.
     Both the phone line and website run 24 hours 
a day, every day, and the process takes about 5 
minutes.  To sign up for HIP, hunters need to call 
1-866-265-6447 (1-866-COLOHIP) or go online 
to www.colohip.com.  

hArvest informAtion progrAm (hip)  1-866-265-6447 (1-866-CoLoHIP)

Legal times to hunt waterfowl are one-half hour 
before sunrise to sunset. 
     In light goose conservation season, hunting is 
allowed one-half hour before sunrise to one-half 
hour aft er sunset.  
     Th e sunrise/sunset chart below lists time in 
Denver. Subtract 1 minute from opening and 

closing time for each 12 1/2 miles east of Denver. 
Add 1 minute to opening and closing time for 
each 12 1/2 miles west of Denver. 
     (Th ese changes assume that each degree of lon-
gitude equals 50 miles and a change of 1 degree of 
longitude equals a 4-minute change in sunrise and 
sunset times.) 

 legAl hunting hours

2012-2013 sunrise/sunset tAble (denver)

        sept.       oct.        nov.        dec.   jAn. 2013 feb. 2013 mArch 2013 
 rise   set   rise  set   rise  set   rise   set rise   set   rise   set  rise   set 
 A.m.   p.m. A.m.  p.m. A.m.  p.m. A.m.   p.m. A.m.   p.m. A.m.   p.m. A.m.   p.m.
dAY (dst)  (dst)  (Daylight saving time)       (dst)
1  6:29  7:30 6:57 6:41 7:29 5:57 7:02  4:36 7:21 4:47 7:07 5:20 6:33 5:52 
2   6:29  7:29  6:58  6:40 7:30  5:56 7:03  4:36 7:21  4:47 7:07 5:21 6:31 5:53
3   6:30  7:27   6:59  6:38 7:31  5:55 7:04  4:36 7:21  4:48 7:06 5:22 6:30 5:55
4   6:31  7:25 7:00  6:37 6:33  4:54 7:05  4:35 7:21  4:49 7:05 5:24 6:28 5:56
5   6:32  7:24 7:01  6:35 6:34  4:53 7:06  4:35 7:21  4:50 7:04 5:25 6:27 5:57
6   6:33  7:22 7:02  6:33 6:35  4:52 7:07  4:35 7:21  4:51 7:02 5:26 6:25 5:58
7   6:34  7:21 7:03  6:32 6:36  4:51 7:08  4:35 7:21  4:52 7:01 5:27 6:23 5:59
8   6:35  7:19 7:04  6:30 6:37  4:50 7:09  4:35 7:21  4:53 7:00 5:28 6:22 6:00
9  6:36  7:17 7:05  6:29 6:38  4:49 7:10  4:35 7:21  4:54 6:59 5:30 6:20 6:01
10  6:37  7:16 7:06  6:27 6:39  4:48 7:10  4:36 7:21  4:55 6:58 5:31 6:19 6:02
11  6:38  7:14 7:07  6:26 6:41  4:47 7:11  4:36 7:20  4:56 6:57 5:32 7:17 7:03
12  6:39  7:12 7:08  6:24 6:42  4:46 7:12  4:36 7:20  4:57 6:56 5:33 7:16 7:04
13  6:40  7:11 7:09 6:23 6:43  4:45 7:13  4:36 7:20  4:58 6:54 5:34 7:14 7:05
14  6:41  7:09 7:10  6:21 6:44  4:45 7:13  4:36 7:19  4:59 6:53 5:35 7:12 7:06
15 6:42  7:08 7:11  6:20 6:45  4:44 7:14  4:37 7:19  5:00 6:52 5:37 7:11 7:07
16  6:42  7:06 7:12  6:18 6:46  4:43 7:15  4:37 7:19  5:01 6:51 5:38 7:09 7:08
17  6:43  7:04 7:13  6:17 6:47  4:42 7:15  4:37 7:18  5:03 6:49 5:39 7:08 7:09
18   6:44  7:03 7:14  6:15 6:48  4:42 7:16  4:38 7:18  5:04 6:48 5:40 7:06 7:10
19   6:45  7:01 7:15  6:14 6:50  4:41 7:17  4:38 7:17  5:05 6:47 5:41 7:04 7:11
20   6:46  6:59 7:16  6:13 6:51  4:40 7:17  4:39 7:17  5:06 6:45 5:42 7:03 7:12
21  6:47  6:58 7:17  6:11 6:52  4:40 7:18  4:39 7:16  5:07 6:44 5:44 7:01 7:13
22   6:48  6:56 7:18  6:10 6:53  4:39 7:18  4:40 7:15  5:08 6:43 5:45 7:00 7:14
23  6:49  6:54 7:19  6:09 6:54  4:39 7:19  4:40 7:15  5:09 6:41 5:46 6:58 7:15
24   6:50  6:53 7:20  6:07 6:55  4:38 7:19  4:41 7:14  5:11 6:40 5:47 6:56 7:16
25   6:51  6:51 7:21  6:06 6:56  4:38 7:19  4:41 7:13  5:12 6:38 5:48 6:55 7:17
26   6:52  6:50 7:22  6:05 6:57  4:37 7:20  4:42 7:13  5:13 6:37 5:49 6:53 7:18
27   6:53  6:48 7:24  6:03 6:58  4:37 7:20  4:43 7:12  5:14 6:36 5:50 6:52 7:19
28   6:54  6:46 7:25  6:02 6:59  4:37 7:20  4:43 7:11  5:15 6:34 5:51 6:50 7:20
29   6:55  6:45 7:26  6:01 7:00  4:36 7:21  4:44 7:10  5:16     6:48 7:21
30   6:56  6:43 7:27  6:00 7:01  4:36 7:21  4:45 7:09  5:18   6:47 7:22
31     7:28  5:59         7:21  4:46 7:08  5:19   6:45 7:23
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time Adjustment 
for other colorAdo cities

This table refl ects the minutes to add/subtract to the 
chart above for select towns. These are approximate, use 
only as a reference. Consult a state map for more details.

Alamosa +3
buena vista +5
burlington -10
craig +9
durango +11
fort morgan -4

gr. junction +13
gunnison +7
la junta -6
lamar -9
sterling -6
walden +5

DST 
start
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Subscribe to Colorado Outdoors 
Did you know Colorado has the largest elk herd in the world? Did 

you know Colorado is the only state where you can buy an over-the-
counter bull elk license? Colorado Outdoors magazine will keep you 
up-to-date on all the opportunities available to you and your hunting 
buddies. Don’t flounder around looking for the best spots to fish. 
Colorado Outdoors is a must-read if you’re seeking a high-country 
angling experience or fishing the state’s plains reservoirs. 

For over 70 years, Colorado Outdoors has been the official publica-
tion of Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) and the only magazine 
dedicated to Colorado’s wildlife. And now when you subscribe, you 
get your choice of either a free hunting guide or fishing guide. These 
special annual editions are packed with a wealth of information you 
need to know to be a more successful hunter or angler.

We offer insight into our wildlife resources as well as providing 
up-to-date coverage of hunting, fishing and wildlife management. 
You get valuable advice from CPW experts, information that you 
can’t get anywhere else. You’ll read about recovery efforts of some 
of our endangered species. Plus you’ll learn about environmental 
news, watchable wildlife events, volunteer opportunities, state fishing 
records and much more.

10 Reasons to subscribe to 
Colorado Outdoors 
• Each one-year subscription entitles you to six issues.
• Subscribers get their choice of either the Fishing Guide or the Hunt-
ing Guide. These 40-page special editions sell for $5 on the newsstand 
and you get your choice of one absolutely free.
• Learn high-performance hunting tips for a more successful hunt. 
• Annual Preference Point issue is a must-have tool in planning your 
big game hunt.
• Expert advice on cold- and warm-water fishing.
• Award-winning wildlife photography, including annual photogra-
phy issue.
• A great way to introduce your children to wildlife and the outdoors.
• A valuable reference guide for classrooms and libraries.
• Makes a great gift
• Never any advertising

To order your subscription online visit the Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife website at http://wildlifestore.state.co.us and click on 
the link to Colorado Outdoors magazine

Get Outdoors
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If you removed the plug from your shotgun during the 2012 Light Goose  
Conservation order season, remember to replace the plug in your gun before 

hunting in the fall small-game and waterfowl seasons.

 Attention: snow goose hunters

 tAgging, shipping, importing
1. A carcass tag must be attached to wildlife 
requiring one.
2. Licensees must accompany wildlife not 
requiring a carcass tag (except as in No. 4).
3. One fully feathered wing or head must be 
attached to birds in transit until they arrive 
at hunter’s home or commercial processing 
facility.
4. To ship migratory birds, packages must 
be marked outside with name and address 
of sender, name and address of receiver and 
number of birds, by species. Licenses, a pho-
tocopy of the license or carcass tag must ac-
company wildlife shipped by common carrier.
5. It is illegal to leave migratory birds 
anywhere other than at your home or with 
someone else for picking, cleaning, process-
ing, permanent or temporary storage or 
taxidermy unless the birds or package of birds 
have a tag attached. You must sign tags, in-
clude your address, total number and species 
of birds, date of kill and your hunting license 
number.
6. Migratory bird preservation facilities:

a. If you have someone else’s migra-
tory birds for picking, cleaning, freezing, 
processing, storing or shipping, you must 
have records showing the number of each 
species, date you received them, date birds 
were disposed of, and name and address of 
who received the birds.
b. You must keep records 1 year aft er the 
last entry.
c. You must allow people authorized to 
enforce this regulation to enter the facilities 
at reasonable hours to inspect records and 
premises.

7. Per week, beginning on Sunday, it is illegal 
to import more than 25 doves and 10 pigeons 
from a foreign country; or more than 10 

ducks and 5 geese from a foreign country, 
except Canada and Mexico. Doves and wa-
terfowl imported from Canada and Mexico 
cannot exceed Canadian and Mexican export 
limits. One fully feathered wing must stay 
attached to birds transported and shipped be-
tween ports of entry and someone’s home or 
a migratory bird facility. It is illegal to import 
someone else’s birds.
8. It is illegal to take, have, transport, import 
or export migratory birds, their parts, nests 
or eggs that were taken, bought, sold, trans-
ported, possessed or exported illegally. 
9. It is illegal to have or transport live migra-
tory birds, including wounded birds. You 
must kill migratory game birds immediately 
aft er recovering them. 
10. No permit is required to have or transport 
plumage and skins of legally taken migratory 
birds for your own use.
11. No permit required to have, dispose of 
and transport feathers of wild ducks and wild 
geese legally killed, or of birds seized by wild-
life authorities. It is legal to use feathers to 
make fi shing fl ies, bed pillows, mattresses and 
similar commercial items, except millinery or 
ornamental use. 
12. It is illegal to buy, sell, barter, or off er to 
buy or sell feathers or mounted specimens of 
migratory game birds.

 cAll before digging
1-800-922-1987
Colorado law requires waterfowl hunters to 
call the Utility Notifi cation Center of Colo-
rado before digging hunting pits.  By doing 
so, hunters can avoid accidentally hitting 
electric, gas, water and other utility lines.

donAting wildlife
You can donate edible parts of wildlife to a 
like-license holder anywhere or to anyone at 

the recipient’s home. A like-license is for the 
same species, sex, dates and manner of take 
as the donor’s license. Bag and possession 
limits apply to donors and recipients and 
birds must be properly tagged. See “Tagging, 
Shipping, Importing,” above. 

wildlife cAusing dAmAge
Colorado law allows landowners to protect 
private property from most wildlife dam-
age. For information, call the CPW at (303) 
297-1192. 

Wildlife managers need help gathering 
information about the migratory bird 
populations. If you kill a banded bird, 
please report it to the uSGS Bird Band-
ing Lab, www.reportband.gov or call 
1-800-327-BAND.

wAtch for bAnded birds

AggregAte: Total number of animals allowed 
to be taken in one day, by one person. Th is is 
equal to the largest daily bag limit. 

dAilY bAg limit: Maximum number of birds 
you can kill daily, including birds eaten or do-
nated the day you killed them.

centrAl flYwAY: East of the Continental 
Divide.

geese: All species of geese and brant. Light 
geese means lesser snow geese (including blue), 
greater snow geese and Ross’ geese. Dark geese 
means Canada geese, white-fronted geese, brant 
and all other species of geese except light geese. 

mAnipulAtion: Alteration of natural vegeta-
tion or agricultural crops by activities that in-
clude, but are not limited to, mowing, shredding, 
discing, rolling, chopping, trampling, fl attening, 
burning or herbicide treatments. Manipulation 
does not include distributing or scattering grain, 
seed or other feed aft er removal from or storage 
on the fi eld where grown.

migrAtorY gAme birds: Migratory birds in-
cluded in conventions between U.S. and foreign 
countries to protect birds for which seasons are 
established. Th ey are: waterfowl (ducks, includ-
ing mergansers; and geese, including brant), 
mourning and white-winged doves, sandhill 
cranes, American coots, sora, Virginia rail, Wil-
son’s snipe, band-tailed pigeons, crows.

nAturAl vegetAtion: Non-agricultural, 
native or natural plants growing from planting, 
or existing seeds and other propagules. Th is 
does not include planted millet. However, millet 
growing on its own aft er planting year is consid-
ered natural vegetation.

non-toxic shot: Any shot type approved to 
take migratory game birds according to 50 CFR 
20.21 (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service). See page 10 
for table and details.

normAl AgriculturAl operAtion: Plant-
ing, harvesting, post-harvest manipulation or 
agricultural practice conducted according to 50 
CFR 20.11 (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service).

normAl AgriculturAl plAnting, hAr-
vesting or post-hArvest mAnipulAtion: 
planting or harvesting to produce and gather 
crops or manipulation aft er harvest and removal 
of grain, conducted according to 50 CFR 20.11 
(U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service).

normAl soil stAbilizAtion prActice: 
Planting for agricultural soil erosion control or 
post-mining reclamation conducted according to 
50 CFR 20.11 (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service).

pAcific flYwAY: West of the Continental 
Divide. 

possession limit: Maximum number of birds 
allowed at any time.

sinkbox: Raft  or low-fl oating device with a de-
pression concealing a person below the surface 
of the water.

hunting definitions
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CENTRAL FLYWAY
REGULAR SEASON

Areas: East of Continental Divide, except 
areas with the following seasons: Northern 
Front Range, North Park and South Park/San 
Luis Valley

Dark Geese —
Dates: Nov. 17-Feb. 10, 2013
Daily bag limit: 4 
Possession limit: 8 

Light Geese —
Dates: Oct. 27-Feb. 10, 2013
Daily bag limit: 20 
Possession limit: Unlimited

NORTHERN FRONT RANGE SEASON
Areas: Boulder, Larimer and Weld counties 
from the Continental Divide east along the 
Wyoming border to Hwy. 85, south on Hwy. 85 
to Adams Co. line, and all of Adams, Arapahoe, 
Broomfield, Clear Creek, Denver, Douglas, 
Gilpin and Jefferson counties. 

Dark Geese —
Dates: Sept. 29-Oct. 14; Nov. 17-Feb. 10, 2013
Daily bag limit: 4 
Possession limit: 8 

Light Geese —
Dates: Oct. 27-Feb. 10, 2013
Daily bag limit: 20
Possession limit: Unlimited

SOUTH PARK/SAN LUIS VALLEY 
SEASON

AREAS: Alamosa, Chaffee, Conejos, Costilla, 
Custer, Fremont, Lake, Park, Rio Grande and 
Teller counties. And the parts of Hinsdale, 
Mineral and Saguache counties east of the 
Continental Divide. 

Dark Geese —
DATES: Sept. 29-Oct. 14; Nov. 17-Feb. 10, 2013
Daily bag limit: 4 
Possession limit: 8 

Light Geese —
Dates: Oct. 27-Feb. 10, 2013
Daily bag limit: 20
Possession limit: Unlimited

NORTH PARK SEASON
Areas: Jackson County 

Dark Geese —
Dates: Sept. 29-Oct. 14; Nov. 17-Feb. 10, 2013
Daily bag limit: 4 
Possession limit: 8 

Light Geese —
Dates: Oct. 27-Feb. 10, 2013
Daily bag limit: 20
Possession limit: Unlimited

LIGHT GOOSE CONSERVATION  
ORDER SEASON

Areas: East of I-25
Dates: Feb. 11-April 30, 2013

Daily bag limit: Unlimited
Possession limit: Unlimited
Note: See page 11, No. 7 of “Legal Hunting 
Methods” section for special conditions.

pacific FLYWAY
EARLY CANADA GOOSE  SEASON

Areas: West of Continental Divide
Dates: Sept. 1-9
Daily bag limit: 4 Canada geese
Possession limit: 8 Canada geese

REGULAR SEASON
Areas: West of Continental Divide
Dates: Sept. 22-Oct. 1; Nov. 3-Jan. 27, 2013

Daily bag limit: 4 dark geese; 10 light geese
Possession limit: 8 dark geese; 20 light geese

goose season regulations, bag limits

Hunters learn how to set goose decoys and hunt 
from pit blinds as part of the CPW Hunter Outreach  
program. Photo by © CPW.
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goose seasons in colorado
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 centrAl flYwAY
northeAst zone

AreA: East of I-25 and north of I-70
dAtes: Oct. 6-Nov. 26; Dec. 15-Jan. 27, 2013
dAilY bAg limit —
ducks: 6, excluding mergansers. Of these, up 
to 5 can be mallards, but no more than 2 can be 
female mallards. Included in the daily bag limit 
of 6, you can have no more than 2 pintails, 1 
canvasback, 2 redheads and 3 wood ducks. 
coots: 15 
mergAnsers: 5; only 2 can be hooded 
mergansers
possession limit: 2 daily bag limits 

southeAst zone
AreA: East of I-25 and south of I-70, and all 
of El Paso, Pueblo, Huerfano and Las Animas 
counties
dAtes: Oct. 24-Jan. 27, 2013

dAilY bAg limit —
ducks: 6, excluding mergansers. Up to 
5 can be mallards, no more than 2 can be 
female mallards. Included in the daily bag 
limit of 6, you can have no more than 2 pintails, 
1 canvasback, 2 redheads and 3 wood ducks. 
coots: 15 
mergAnsers: 5; only 2 can be hooded 
mergansers
possession limit: 2 daily bag limits

mountAin/foothills zone
AreA: West of I-25 and east of Continental 
Divide, except El Paso, Pueblo, Huerfano and 
Las Animas counties
dAtes: Sept. 29-Nov. 25; Dec. 21-Jan. 27, 2013
dAilY bAg limit —
ducks: 6, excluding mergansers. Of these, up 
to 5 can be mallards, but no more than 2 can be 
female mallards. Included in the daily bag limit 
of 6, you can have no more than 2 pintails, 1 
canvasback, 2 redheads and 3 wood ducks.

coots: 15 
mergAnsers: 5; only 2 can be hooded 
mergansers. 
possession limit: 2 daily bag limits 

pAcific flYwAY
AreA: West of Continental Divide
dAtes: Sept. 22-Oct. 10; Nov. 3-Jan. 27, 2013

dAilY bAg limit —
ducks & mergAnsers: 7 in aggregate. Of 
these, no more than 2 can be female mallards, 2 
pintails, 1 canvasback and 2 redheads. 
possession limit: 2 daily bag limits
coots: Daily bag and possession limit is 25

AreAs: Lake and Chaff ee counties and all 
areas east of I-25.

dAtes: Sept. 8-16
dAilY bAg limit: 4
possession limit: 8

september teAl seAson

ducks of colorAdo
 The winter male plumage of 
some commonly encountered 
ducks are depicted here.   

For more on identifying 
waterfowl, go to www.npwrc.
usgs.gov/resource/birds/
waterfwl/index.htm. 

mallard redhead American wigeon

wood duck hooded merganser green-winged teal

pintail lesser scaup blue-winged teal

gadwall

canvasback

duck & coot seAson 
regulAtions, bAg limits

http://www.npwrc.usgs.gov/resource/birds/waterfwl/index.htm
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duck season flyways and zones
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Nontoxic shot 
regulations
1. It is illegal to use or have 

toxic (lead) shot, either 
in shotshells or as loose 
shot for muzzleloading, 
while taking or attempt-
ing to take ducks, geese 
or coots in Colorado. This 
includes national wildlife 
refuges open to hunt-
ing. Toxic shot, either in 
shotshells or as loose shot 
for muzzleloading, cannot 
be in a hunter’s gun, on 
his/her person or near a 
hunter taking or attempt-
ing to take waterfowl. 
Store lead shot in your 
vehicle. You can store lead 
shot elsewhere if it’s not 
readily accessible while 
hunting waterfowl. 

2. Nontoxic shot is required 
in commercial wildlife 
parks, field trials and dog-
training while hunting 
captive-reared mallards.

3. Nontoxic shot is any type 
approved by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. Go 
to: www.fws.gov/
migratorybirds/Current 
BirdIssues/nontoxic.htm.

4. It is illegal to have or use 
nontoxic shot larger than 
size T to hunt ducks, 
geese or coots.

CENTRAL FLYWAY
northeast zone

Area: East of I-25 and north of I-70
Dates: Sept. 22-23

southeast zone
Area: East of I-25 and south of I-70, and 
all of El Paso, Pueblo, Huerfano and Las 
Animas counties
Dates: Oct. 20-21

mountain/foothills zone
Area: West of I-25 and east of the Con-
tinental Divide, except El Paso, Pueblo, 

Huerfano and Las Animas counties
Dates: Sept. 22-23
 
Bag and possession limits for all 
zones in central flyway — 

Ducks, coot, mergansers:  Daily bag 
and possession limits are the same as regular 
Central Flyway regulations, see page 8. 
Geese — Daily bag limit:  4 dark geese 
possession limit: 2 daily bag limits

Pacific FLYWAY
Area: West of Continental Divide
Dates: Oct. 13-14
Bag and possession limits — 
Ducks, coots, mergansers:
Daily bag and possession limit is same as 
regular Pacific Flyway regulations, see page 8.
Geese — Daily bag limit:  4 dark geese, 
10 light geese 
Possession limit: 2 daily bag limits 

Note: Hunting in youth seasons is restricted 
to youths under age 18 with a mentor. Mentors 
cannot hunt during youth seasons. Other rules 
apply. See “Youth Licenses,” page 1.

CENTRAL and 
Pacific FLYWAYs

Dates:  Coincide with regular seasons in this 
brochure 
Daily bag limit: 3 singly or in aggregate
Possession limit: 6 singly or in aggregate

Note: The falconry bag and possession limit is 
not in addition to the gun bag and possession 
limit.

hawking & 
falconry 
regulations:

youth  hunt  
regulations

http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/nontoxic.htm
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hunting laws & legal methods of take
Safe handling  
of game meat
Concern has grown about 
diseases affecting wild 
animals that could poten-
tially make humans sick. 
Most of the time, properly 
handled and prepared 
game meat poses no 
greater risk than domestic 
meat of causing disease 
in humans. Hunters are 
encouraged to contact 
their local public health 
department or CPW office 
for information on wildlife 
diseases that may be 
present where they plan 
to hunt.  Public health of-
ficials recommend the fol-
lowing precautions when 
handling and preparing 
game meat: 

1. Do not handle animals 
that are obviously sick 
or found dead.  Report 
sick or dead animals 
you find to a Wildlife 
Area Office near you.

2. Keep game cool, clean 
and dry.

3. Do not eat, drink or 
smoke while dressing 
game. 

4. Use disposable gloves 
when cleaning game.

5. Wash your hands with 
soap and water or use 
alcohol wipes after  
dressing game.

6. Clean all tools and sur-
faces immediately af-
terward. Use hot soapy 
water, then disinfect 
with a 10 percent chlo-
rine bleach solution. 

7. Cook game meat to an 
internal temperature 
of at least 165° F to kill 
disease organisms and 
parasites.  Juices from 
adequately cooked 
game meat should be 
clear. 

8. Do not eat any raw por-
tions of wild game.

9. Do not feed raw wild 
game to domestic pets.

Legal hunting methods
1. Shotguns cannot be larger than 10 gauge. They cannot 

hold more than 3 shells in magazine and chamber com-
bined (except during Light Goose Conservation Order 
Season, see No. 7 below). Shotguns must be fired from 
the shoulder. To reduce capacity of shotguns that hold 
more than 3 shells in the chamber and magazine com-
bined, the magazine must be cut off, altered or plugged 
with a 1-piece filler that cannot be removed unless the 
gun is disassembled. Slugs are illegal to hunt waterfowl. 

2. Hand-held bows allowed only if the arrow or bow-
string is not held or drawn mechanically. It is illegal to 
use bows on firing lines designated by the Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife Commission.

3. It is legal to hunt waterfowl in the open, from a blind 
or other concealed place except a sinkbox. When 
camouflaged with vegetation from agricultural crops, 
camouflaging cannot result in exposing, depositing, 
distributing or scattering grain or other feed.

4. Hunting allowed from vessels (except sinkboxes) with 
motors or sails if the motor is off, and/or sails are 
furled and forward movement has stopped. Hunting 
is allowed from drifting vessels and those propelled by 
hand. Use of motorized vessels only allowed to pick up 
dead or injured birds.

5. Hawking or falconry is permitted.
6. Dogs, artificial decoys, duck calls or goose calls are 

legal, except recorded or electronically amplified calls 
or sounds. Recorded or electronically amplified calls 
are legal to hunt common crows.

7. In Light Goose Conservation Order Season: 
Recorded or electronically amplified calls are allowed. 
Shotguns that hold more than 3 rounds in the chamber 
may be used during this season only.  Hunting is allowed 
one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after 
sunset. A federal migratory bird and state conservation 
stamp are not required. (See page 6 for season dates.)

8. The most restrictive state or federal laws apply. See 
www.wildlife.state.co.us/Hunting/Waterfowl/Pages/ 
WaterfowlHome.aspx  or  www.fws.gov/hunting/whatres.
html for a detailed summary of federal regulations on 
migratory bird hunting. More regulations also may 
apply to National Wildlife Refuges opened to hunting, 
go to www.fws. gov/refuges for details.  

ilLegal hunting methods
1. Baiting. For information on federal baiting laws, go to 

www.fws.gov/le/HuntFish/waterfowl_baiting.htm.
	 a. It is illegal to take migratory game birds and wa-

terfowl by the aid of baiting, or on or over any baited 
area, if you know or reasonably should know the area 
is baited. It is illegal to place or direct placement of bait 
on or next to an area to cause, induce or allow anyone 
to take or attempt to take migratory birds with the help 
of bait or over a baited area.

	 b. Baiting means directly or indirectly placing, expos-
ing, distributing or scattering salt, grain or other feed 
as an attraction for migratory game birds to, on or over 
where hunters are trying to hunt. An area is considered 
baited for 10 days after complete removal of baiting 
material.

	 c. It is legal to take migratory game birds, including 
waterfowl, coots and cranes, on or over the following 
lands not otherwise baited: standing or flooded stand-
ing crops; standing flooded or manipulated natural 

vegetation; flooded harvested crop lands; where seeds 
or grains were scattered solely from normal agricul-
tural planting, harvesting, post-harvest manipulation 
or normal soil stabilization practice; flooded, stand-
ing agricultural crops where grain is inadvertently 
scattered solely by a hunter entering or exiting an area, 
placing decoys or retrieving downed birds.

	 d. It is legal to take migratory game birds, except 
waterfowl, coots and cranes, on or over the following 
lands not otherwise baited: where grain or other feed 
is distributed or scattered solely from manipulation of 
agricultural crops or other feed, or solely from normal 
agricultural operations.

2. It is illegal to use any artificial light as an aid in hunting 
or taking wildlife.

3. Traps, snares, nets, rifles, pistols, swivel guns, punt guns, 
battery guns, machine guns and fish hooks, poisons, 
toxicants, explosives or stupefying substances are illegal.

4. It is illegal to use live, tame or captive ducks and geese 
as decoys. All tame, captive ducks and geese must be 
removed 10 days before hunting. They must be in an 
enclosure that substantially reduces the sound of their 
calls and conceals them from the sight of waterfowl.

5. It is illegal to discharge a firearm or release an arrow 
from, on or across a public road. Hunting with rifles, 
handguns, shotguns firing a single slug and archery 
equipment prohibited within 50 feet on each side of 
the center line of any public road. On a divided road, 
the prohibition includes the median, and the 50-foot 
requirement is measured from the center line of both 
roads. Waterfowl cannot be hunted from, on or across 
a highway, road, designated trail or other right-of-way 
(public or private) in national wildlife refuges.

6. It is illegal to carry or have a firearm (except a pistol or 
revolver) in or on a motor vehicle unless chamber is 
unloaded.

7. Possession of wildlife is evidence you hunted.
8. It is illegal to kill, capture, wound or harass wildlife 

from an aircraft or motor vehicle. It is also illegal to 
operate aircraft, discharge firearms or release arrows 
from aircraft or motor vehicles with the same intent.

9. It is illegal to waste or abandon edible portions of 
wildlife, or to leave wounded wildlife without trying to 
track and kill it.

10. It is illegal to leave decoys or things used as decoys in 
the field or on water overnight on state wildlife areas.

Hawking and falconry
1. Apprentices may hunt with only one raptor at a time.
2. A resident falconry license required.
3. Nonresident falconers must buy a nonresident falconry 

license from the CPW’s special licensing section, a one-
day small-game hunting license or a nonresident small-
game hunting license. Hunter education laws apply.

4. Falconers must comply with HIP. 
5. Firearms prohibited while hawking.
6. Hawking prohibited from a public road.
7. Hawking on private property is illegal without permis-

sion from owner or person in charge.
8. Nonresidents also must obtain an import permit at least 

30 days in advance from special licensing. It is free, but 
a current health certificate issued within 30 days of the 
proposed entry from state of origin required. Import 
permit applications and import permits are available on 
the CPW website at www.wildlife.state.co.us.

http://www.fws.gov/hunting/whatres.html
http://wildlife.state.co.us/HUNTING/WATERFOWL/Pages/WaterfowlHome.aspx
http://wildlife.state.co.us/HUNTING/WATERFOWL/Pages/WaterfowlHome.aspx
http://www.fws.gov/refuges
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 lAnd restrictions 
And use rules

note: Additional restrictions may 
apply on some properties. Consult the 
CPW’s State Wildlife Area brochure 
for details. 

1. It is illegal to hunt on private land 
without permission from landowner 
or person in charge. It is illegal to 
post or indicate that public lands are 
private. It is illegal to hunt on State 
Trust Lands without permission 
of lessee, except on lands open for 
wildlife recreation. 

2. It is illegal to hunt waterfowl in fed-
eral reservations; areas the U.S. gov-
ernment sets aside as bird, game or 
other wildlife reservations, breeding 
grounds or refuges; or areas closed by 
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, except 
as permitted. More regulations may 
apply on national wildlife refuges. 
Contact: Alamosa and Monte Vista, 
(719) 589-4021; Browns Park, (970) 
365-3613; Arapaho, (970) 723-8202.

3. in the AreAs bounded on N by 
Wyoming; E and S by I-76, Hwy. 
71, U.S. 36 and I-70; and W by the 
Continental Divide and Larimer- 
Jackson county line; and in Bent, 
Crowley, Kiowa, Mesa, Otero and 
Prowers counties:
a. It is illegal to hunt waterfowl 

within 50 yards on either side of 
center line of a public road.

b. It is illegal to hunt waterfowl 
within 150 yards of a dwelling, in-
cluding directly above it, without 
fi rst obtaining permission from 
owner, occupant or person in 
charge of the dwelling. 

4. pueblo countY: It is illegal to 
hunt waterfowl within 150 yards of a 
dwelling, including directly above it, 
without fi rst obtaining permission 
from owner, occupant or person in 
charge of dwelling. 

5. Along the colorAdo river: 
a. in grAnd countY: Closed to 

waterfowl hunting from Shadow 
Mountain dam to Twin Creek 
aft er Nov. 13.

b. in mesA countY: Closed to wa-
terfowl hunting on Colorado River 
and 200 yards on either side of 
river from Grand Avenue  bridge 
in Grand Junction to west end of 
Horsethief Canyon SWA from 
Wed.-Fri., except Th anksgiving, 
Christmas and New Year’s Day. 

      Also, the river and 200 yards 
on either side of it are closed to 
waterfowl hunting from Appleton 
Drain to Hunter Wash (at the west 
end of Walker SWA).

lAnds with speciAl wAterfowl regulAtions
 note: Th is list includes some regulations for waterfowl hunters. It is not a complete list of regulations for 
these properties. See the State Wildlife Areas and State Trust Lands brochures for complete regulations.
Drought conditions exist throughout portions of the state. Please check water levels at eastern plains reser-
voirs before your hunting trip, as some are currently dry or at extremely low levels. 

» reservAtions not Accepted more 
thAn 14 dAYs in AdvAnce of hunt date 
nor after noon the day before the hunt date 
or noon Friday for hunts on Sunday and 
holidays falling on Monday.

» to cAncel, hunters must do so by noon the 
day before the hunt date. Failing to cancel 
reservations or follow check-station proce-
dures may result in losing future reservation 
rights for the rest of the hunting season.

» mAximum 1 reservAtion per hunt dAte 
and 1 reservation per phone call. Reserva-
tions are not transferable. To make the res-
ervation, a person must have a valid license 
for the species to be hunted and must be at 
the property the day of the hunt.

» hunters mAY onlY hunt the area 
specifi ed on the reservation, unless stated 
otherwise in the following listings.

reservAtion procedures
For properties that specify reservations are available or required, 

call 1-800-846-9453 (1-800-UGo-WILD)

         reservations must be made  
         on these grand  valley 
         properties below by calling 
         (970) 255-6161.  All other 
         reservation rules apply.

» colorado river island swA
» franklin island swA
» highline lake state park
» horsethief canyon swA
» james m. robb 
   colorado river state park
» orchard mesa swA
» tilman bishop swA

         reservations must be made  
         on these grand  valley 
         properties below by calling 
         (970) 255-6161.  All other 
         reservation rules apply.!new: 

Andrick ponds swA, 
MoRGAN Co.

1. Public access is limited to 3 a.m.-9 
p.m. Sat., Sun., Wed. and legal holi-
days only. Access is by foot only, 
through designated parking areas. 
Night hunting is prohibited.

2. Hunting by reservation only. See 
“Reservation Procedures” (above) 
for details. Maximum 4 hunters 
allowed in each area at one time. 
From Sept. 1 through end of regu-
lar goose season, only 3 reserva-
tions allowed per hunter annually. 
No hunting on Clark Lake.

3. Mandatory check in and check out 
as posted.

4. From Sept. 1-Nov. 30, only open 
for migratory bird hunting within 
designated hunting areas.

5. From Dec. 1 through end of regular 
goose season, hunting is permit-
ted for migratory birds and small 
game. Hunt days will be estab-
lished as small-game hunting or 
migratory-bird hunting only to 
minimize confl icts. 
a.  smAll gAme — Small-game 

hunting allowed only on Sun. 
and only in December and 
January. Dec. 23 and Jan. 20 

are youth/mentor small-game 
hunting only. On these dates, at 
least one member of the hunting 
party must be a youth under 18 
years old, and hunters age 15 
younger must be accompanied 
by a mentor. 

    Th ree hunting areas are desig-
nated: northwest area, southwest 
area and east area. 

          Reservations available, fol-
low “Reservation Procedures” 
(above).  

 b. migrAtorY bird — Mi-
gratory bird hunting only on Sat., 
Wed. and legal holidays from 
Dec. 1 through end of dark goose 
season. Hunting areas same as 
from Sept. 1-Nov. 30. 

         Reservations available, fol-
low “Reservation Procedures” 
(above).  

6. From the Th urs. before Sept. 1 
through the end of dark goose 
season, scouting permitted from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. on Th urs. that are 
not open to hunting in and prior 
to waterfowl seasons. Must have 
reservation or letter from CPW. All 
people must check in and out at 
check station. Firearms, dogs not 

allowed during scouting.
7. Hunting prohibited with centerfi re 

rifl es.  

ArApAho nAtionAl wild-
life refuge, JACkSoN Co.

1. Units A and D closed to all hunt-
ing. Unit B open to migratory bird, 
small-game hunting through Dec. 
31. Unit C closed to migratory 
bird hunting. For information, call 
(970) 723-8202.

Atwood stl, LoGAN Co.
1. Hunting only on Sat., Sun., Wed., 

Labor Day, Columbus Day (ob-
served), Veterans Day, Th anksgiv-
ing Day, Christmas Day, New Year’s 
Day, Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
and Presidents Day. 

2. Reservations are required for small-
game and waterfowl hunting. See 
“Reservation Procedures” (above) 
for details. Mandatory check in and 
check out as posted.

3. Two reservations are for the general 
public, 1 for hunters with mobility 
impairments and 1 for youth/men-
tor. General public and mobility-
impaired must hunt the up-river 
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© Ed Gorman, CPW
A mallard extends the landing gear on a weed-filled pond near Sedgwick. 

side of Hwy. 63. Youths and mentors 
must hunt down-river side of the 
highway.

4. Launching or take out of vessels pro-
hibited from first day of teal season 
through dark goose season.

 5. Hunting prohibited with centerfire 
rifles.  

Atwood SWA, logan co.
1. Public access by foot, through des-

ignated parking areas. Maximum 4 
groups or vehicles with maximum 4 
people per group.

2. During regular duck season, hunting 
is by reservation only.  See “Reser-
vation Procedures” (page 12)  for 
details.  Maximum 4 per reservation. 
Hunters must check out at manda-
tory station by 2 p.m. No reservation 
is required for live trapping.

3. Waterfowl and small-game hunting 
permitted only on Sat., Sun., Wed., 
Columbus Day (observed), Veterans 
Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas 
Day, New Year’s Day, Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day.

4. Launching or take out of vessels pro-
hibited from first day of teal season 
through dark goose season. 

Banner Lakes SWA, Weld co.
1. Access by foot only, through desig-

nated parking areas.
2. Open for waterfowl hunting 

only from the first day of regular 
waterfowl season to the day before 
opening of pheasant season. Hunting 
only on Sat., Sun., Mon. and legal 
holidays. 

3. Reservations available for waterfowl, 
not required. See “Reservation 
Procedures” (page 12) for details. 
Maximum 4 hunters per reservation.

4. Reservations valid during reserved 
day until hunter with reservation 
checks out. Hunters may check in 
on first-come, first-served basis after 
a hunter with a reservation checks 
out. If a reserved area is not claimed 
by legal sunrise, or if no reservation 
exists for a hunt area, hunters may 
check in after midnight the morning 
before the hunt. 

5. Waterfowl hunters must follow 
check-in and check-out procedures 
as posted.

6. From the Thurs. before Sept. 1 
through the end of dark goose 
season, scouting permitted from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. on Thurs. that are 
not open to hunting in and prior 

to waterfowl seasons. Must have 
reservation or letter from CPW. All 
people must check in and out at 
check station. Firearms, dogs not 
allowed during scouting.

BARR LAKE STATE PARK, 
Adams Co.

1. Waterfowl hunting only, and only on 
Sat. and Wed.

3. Hunting by reservation only. See 
“Reservation Procedures” (page 12)  
for details. Mandatory check in and 
check out as posted. 

2. Hunting is from designated blinds 
only. Maximum 3 hunters per blind. 
Unreserved blinds will be available 
on first-come, first-served basis after 
5 a.m. each day. Reserved blinds 
unoccupied by 7 a.m. are first come, 
first served.

Bravo STL, Logan CO. 
1. Access from designated parking only.
2. Launching or take out of vessels pro-

hibited from first day of teal season 
through dark goose season. 

3. Waterfowl and small-game hunters 
must check out at check station 
before leaving property. 

Bravo SWA, logan co.
1. Access from designated parking only.
2. Launching or take out of vessels pro-

hibited from first day of teal season 
through dark goose season. 

3. During regular duck season, water-
fowl and small-game hunters must 
check out at mandatory check station.

ON SCALVA PARCEL:  All public 
access requires a reservation. See 
“Reservation Procedures” (page 12) 
for details.  From June through Au-
gust, reservations available by calling 
(970) 842-6300. Limited to 3 groups 
of 4 hunters each per day.
a.  Access by foot only 4 a.m.-9 p.m. 

through designated parking and 
mandatory check station.

b.  From Sept. 1-May 31, only hunting 
is allowed and is limited to archery, 
muzzleloading and shotgun during 
established seasons. Hunting is 
only on Sat., Sun., Wed., Labor 
Day, Columbus Day (observed), 
Veterans Day, Thanksgiving Day, 
Christmas Day, New Year’s Day, 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day and 
Presidents Day.
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All recreational activities except deer 
hunting prohibited on the following 
lands during opening weekend of 
regular plains rifl e deer season and on 
opening day and fi rst weekend of late 
plains rifl e deer season: 

» stAte wildlife AreAs: 
Atwood, Bravo (and Scalva 
parcel), Brush,  Centennial Val-
ley, Cottonwood, Dune Ridge, 
Elliott, Jean k. Tool, Julesburg, 
knudson, Messex,  overland  
Trail, Pony Express, Sedgwick 
Bar and Tamarack Ranch

» stAte trust lAnds: Atwood, 
Ford Bridge and Red Lion Ranch

lAnd closures 
during deer seAson  
(OPENING WEEKENDS)

launching or taking out vessels 
from the water is prohibited from 
the fi rst day of Sept. teal season 
until the last day of dark goose 
season on these properties: 

» stAte wildlife AreAs: 
Atwood, Boyd Ponds, Bravo, 
Brower, Brush, Centennial 
Valley,  Cottonwood, Dune 
Ridge, Elliott, Jean k. Tool, 
Julesburg, knudson, Messex, 
Mitani-Tokuyasu, overland 
Trail, Pony Express, Sedgwick 
Bar and Tamarack Ranch 

» stAte trust lAnds: 
Atwood, Bravo, Ford Bridge 
and Red Lion Ranch 

lAunching vessels

browns pArk nAtionAl 
wildlife refuge, 
MoFFAT Co.

1.  Butch Cassidy Lake, Hog Lake and 
the river corridor are open to wa-
terfowl hunting. All other units are 
closed. For information, call (970) 
365-3613.

brush swA, MoRGAN Co.
1.  Public access only from 3 a.m.-9 

p.m., except with night-hunting 
permit. Access from designated 
parking only.

2. During regular duck season, water-
fowl and small-game hunting is by 
reservation only. See “Reservation 
Procedures” (page 12) for details. 
Two waterfowl and two small-game 
reservations are available in des-
ignated areas. Maximum 4 people 
per reservation. Th ere is one youth/
mentor area available. No more than 
two mentors and at least one youth 
per youth/mentor reservation. Men-
tors must be 18 and have hunter 
education certifi cate. No reservation 
is required for live trapping or fi sh-
ing at Chartier Pond.  

           Hunters must check out at desig-
nated check station by 2 p.m. Hunt-
ing permitted only on Sat., Sun., 
Wed., Columbus Day (observed), 
Veterans Day, and Th anksgiving 
Day, Christmas Day, New Year’s Day 
and Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

3. Launching or take out of vessels pro-
hibited from fi rst day of teal season 
through dark goose season. 

brush prAirie ponds 
swA, MoRGAN Co.

1.  Public access only from 3 a.m.-9 
p.m., except with night-hunting 
permit.

2.  All land users must check in and 
check out at the designated check 
station at Brush Memorial Park. 
Maximum 4 hunters allowed in 
each area.

3. new: Two hunting areas are 
reserved for residents of the city of 
Brush and are awarded through lot-
tery system. Applications to enter 
lottery available at the CPW Brush 
Service Center aft er the August 
Commission meeting. Hunters 
must have valid license for species 
to be hunted to enter the drawing. 
For complete application and hunt 
reservation details, call the Brush 
Service Center, (970) 842-6300. 

4. From opening of teal season through 
Nov. 30, only migratory-bird hunt-
ing allowed and only on Sat., Sun., 
Wed., Columbus Day (observed), 
Veterans Day, and Th anksgiving 

Day during established waterfowl 
seasons.

5.  From the September teal season 
through Dec. 1, reservations 
available, but not required. See 
“Reservation Procedures” (page 12) 
for details. Maximum 3 reservations 
per hunter annually. Reservations 
valid until 9 a.m. Hunters may check 
in on fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis 
aft er a hunter with a reservation 
checks out. If no reservation exists 
for a hunt area, hunters may check in 
aft er midnight the morning before 
the hunt.  

6.  From Dec. 1 through the last day of 
regular goose season, only hunting 
is allowed. Reservations available 
to hunt on Dec. 1 (fi rst day for 
small-game and big-game hunting). 
Reservations not available from 
Dec. 2-end of regular goose season. 
Hunters may check in at one of 
fi ve hunting areas on a fi rst-come, 
fi rst-served basis, aft er midnight the 
morning before the hunt. Hunters 
properly checked in to any of these 
areas may hunt anywhere on the 
property. 

7. From the Th urs. before opening of 
teal season until Nov. 30, scouting 
permitted from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. on 
Th urs. that are not open to hunting 
in and prior to waterfowl seasons. 
Must have reservation or letter from 
CPW. All people must check in and 
out at check station. Firearms, dogs 
not allowed during scouting.

centenniAl vAlleY swA, 
WELD Co.

1. Park only in designated parking 
areas. 

2. During waterfowl season, small-
game and waterfowl hunting is only 
in designated zones. 

3. During regular duck seasons, open 
only Sat., Sun., Mon. and legal 
holidays. 

4. During regular duck seasons, res-
ervations are required for water-
fowl and small-game hunting. See 
“Reservation Procedures” (page 12) 
for details. Maximum 4 hunters per 
reservation. Mandatory check in 
and check out as posted.

5. Launching or take out of vessels pro-
hibited from fi rst day of teal season 
through dark goose season. 

6. Dogs allowed only as aid to hunting.

chuck lewis swA, 
RouTT Co.

1. Open 4 a.m.-10 p.m. only, no over-
night parking.

2. Waterfowl hunting permitted, 
except within 50 yards of CR 14F 
bridge.

3. Dogs allowed only as aid to water-
fowl hunting or aid to a person with 
disabilities.

4. Launching or take out of vessels 
prohibited except when used for 
fi shing.

colorAdo river islAnd 
swA, MESA Co. 

1. Only waterfowl hunting, and only 
from designated blinds.

2. Hunting by reservation only. See 
“Reservation Procedures” (page 12) 
for details. Mandatory check-in and 
check-out procedures as posted. 

3. If no reservation exists for a hunt 
area, hunters may check in on a 
fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis aft er 5 
a.m. the day of the hunt. Reserved 
areas not claimed by 7 a.m. will be 
available on a fi rst-come, fi rst-
served basis. But, any area must be 
yielded upon request of the hunter 
holding a valid and active reserva-
tion for that area. 

4. Dogs allowed only as aid to hunting.

crAwford stAte recre-
Ation AreA, DELTA Co.

1. Hunting prohibited as posted.

dillon reservoir, 
SuMMIT Co.

1. Waterfowl hunting prohibited on 
Labor Day and the Sat. and Sun. 
before Labor Day.

2. Denver Water restricts hunting to 
designated areas only. For details, go 
to www.co.summit.co.us/openspace/
drrec.html.

dome lAkes swA, 
SAGuACHE Co.

1. Access by foot or horseback only 
from designated parking. Parking 
allowed only in parking areas.

2. Camping allowed during waterfowl 
seasons only in designated areas.

3. Dogs allowed only as aid to hunting.

elliott swA, MoRGAN Co.
1. Open to public 3 a.m.-9 p.m. daily, 

except with night-hunting permit.
2. Scouting permitted from the Th urs. 

before opening of teal season 
through Nov. 30 on N and S Hamlin 
Tracts, and from the Th urs. before 
opening of teal season through the 
fi rst segment of the regular duck 
season on Union Tract. Scouting 
permitted from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. on 
Th urs. that are not open to hunting 
in and prior to waterfowl seasons. 
Must have reservation or letter from 
CPW. All people must check in and 
out at check station. Firearms and 
dogs not allowed during scouting.

http://www.co.summit.co.us/openspace/drrec.html
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3. Launching or take out of vessels pro-
hibited from first day of teal season 
through dark goose season. 

ON Union Tract:  Open only for 
waterfowl hunting from designated 
blinds or as posted. Access from 
designated parking areas only. 

          Reservations available but not re-
quired, see “Reservation Procedures” 
(page 12) for details. Mandatory 
check station. Maximum 4 hunters 
per area.

	 a.  From Sept. teal season through 
the first segment of regular wa-
terfowl season, waterfowl hunting 
allowed only Sat., Sun., Wed. and 
Columbus Day (observed). 

          Max. 2 reservations annually 
per hunter. Reservations valid until 
9 a.m. Hunters may check in on 
first-come, first-served basis after a 
hunter with a reservation checks out 
or if no reservation exists for a hunt 
area after 3 a.m. immediately before 
the hunt. 

	 b. During subsequent segments of 
regular waterfowl season, CPW may 
establish maximum of 15 days of 
waterfowl hunting to be consistent 
with management objectives or 
restrictions, including weather, water 
levels, need for waterfowl resting 
areas, and to maximize public hunt-
ing and youth hunting opportunities. 
To enter a drawing to reserve an 
area, send a postcard with name, ad-
dress, phone number, desired dates 
and hunting area (Area 1 or Area 
2) to CPW, Union Tract Drawing, 
122 E. Edison St., Brush, CO 80723. 
Cards must be postmarked by Sept. 
30. Successful applicants notified 
by Oct. 21. Hunters can apply for 
1 area daily, but can list multiple 
requests on 1 postcard. Reservations 
limited to 1 drawing per hunter 
annually. Reservations valid until 9 
a.m. Hunters check in on first-come, 
first-served basis after a hunter with 
a lottery reservation checks out, or if 
no reservation exists for an area after 
3 a.m. the day of the hunt. Dates 
available for reservations are Dec. 15, 
16, 22, 23, 25 and Jan. 1, 5, 6, 12, 13, 
19, 20, 26, 27.

 
ON Hamlin Tracts (N and S):  	

All users must use mandatory check 
station. Maximum 4 hunters per area. 

	 a. From Sept. 1-Nov. 30, waterfowl 
and migratory bird hunting only and 
only on Sat., Sun., Weds., Labor Day, 
Columbus Day (observed), Veterans 
Day (observed) and Thanksgiving 
Day. 

	      Reservations available but not re-
quired, see “Reservation Procedures” 
(page 12) for details. Maximum 
3 reservations per hunter annu-

ally. Reservations valid until 9 a.m. 
Hunters may check in on first-come, 
first-served basis after a hunter with 
a reservation checks out or if no res-
ervation exists for a hunt area after 3 
a.m. immediately before the hunt. 

	 b. Hunters must comply with youth/
mentor restrictions as posted on 
South Hamlin Tract.

	 c. From Dec. 1 through March 31, 
reservations not available. Hunt-
ers may check in on first-come, 
first-served basis but not until 3 a.m. 
immediately before hunt. Two areas 
available on both north and south 
tracts. Hunters properly checked 
in for one of these areas may hunt 
anywhere within that area. 

EMPIRE REServoir, 
Weld & Morgan COs.

1. Goose hunting prohibited below 
historical and recorded high-water 
line. Hunting also prohibited north 
of reservoir 20 yards above high- 
water line from the inlet structure, 
north and east to easternmost end 
of dike.

FLAGLER REServoir SWA, 
Kit Carson Co.

1. Boating prohibited during waterfowl 
season, except crafts propelled by 
hand, wind or electric motor. 

2. Youth mentor hunting only. Only 
one mentor per youth may hunt. 

Fossil Creek Reservoir, 
Larimer Co.

1. Closed to goose hunting as posted.

Frank SWA, weld 
& larimer cos.

1. During regular duck season, wa-
terfowl and small-game hunting is 
only on Sat., Sun., Mon. and legal 
holidays. 

2. Reservations are required. See 
“Reservation Procedures” (page 12) 
for details. Maximum 4 hunters per 
reservation. Mandatory check out as 
posted at check station.  

3. Hunting prohibited west of Weld CR 
13 and in the posted safety zone in 
the northeast corner of the property.

Franklin island swa, 
mesa Co.

1. Only waterfowl hunting, and only 
from designated blinds.

2. Hunting by reservation only. See 
“Reservation Procedures” (page 12) 
for details. Mandatory check-in and 
check-out procedures as posted. 

3. If no reservation exists for a hunt 
area, hunters may check in on a 
first-come, first-served basis after 5 

a.m. the day of the hunt. Reserved 
areas not claimed by 7 a.m. will be 
available on a first-come, first-served 
basis. But, any area must be yielded 
upon request of the hunter holding 
a valid and active reservation for 
that area. 

4. Dogs allowed only as aid to hunting.

GRAND LAKE, WINDY GAP 
REServoir, Grand Co.

1. Closed to goose hunting on lakes and 
within 100 yards of high-water lines.

Gunnison River SWA, 
gunnison CO.

1. Access is by foot only.
2. Only waterfowl hunting with shot-

guns allowed.

Gypsum ponds swa, 
Eagle Co.

1. Dogs are prohibited on the eastern 
ponds, except when used for water-
fowl hunting. 

2. Launching or take out of vessels 
prohibited. 

HIGEL SWA, Alamosa Co.
1. Open only Sat., Sun., Weds. and legal 

holidays from Sept. 1-Feb. 14, and 
only with permit.  

2. Maximum 25 permits issued free 
daily on first come, first served basis. 
From Sept. 1-30 and Nov. 11-Feb. 14, 
get free permits at the Wildlife Area 
Office in Monte Vista, or through 
reservation system by calling (719) 
587-6923. From Oct. 1-Nov. 10, 
permits available by phone reserva-
tions only. Contact the Monte Vista 
service center for details.

  
highline lake state rec-

reation area, mesa co. 
1. Waterfowl hunting only Mon.-Fri. 

and only in designated blinds. Maxi-
mum 4 hunters per blind.

2. Hunting by reservation only. See 
“Reservation Procedures” (page 12) 
for details. Mandatory check-in and 
check-out procedures as posted. 

3. If no reservation exists for a hunt 
area, hunters may check in on a 
first-come, first-served basis after 5 
a.m. the day of the hunt. Reserved 
areas not claimed by 7 a.m. will be 
available on a first-come, first-served 
basis. But, any area must be yielded 
upon request of the hunter holding 
a valid and active reservation for 
that area. 

Horsethief canyon swa, 
mesa co. 

1. Open to public 5 a.m.-9 p.m. Open 

24 hours for fishing only.
2. Waterfowl hunting is prohibited 

Weds.-Fri., except on Thanksgiving 
Day, Christmas Day and New Year’s 
Day.

3. Hunting with shotguns, hand-held 
bows and muzzleloaders only.

4. Quail hunting is prohibited.
5. Reservations not required for water-

fowl hunting 100 yards east of Blind 
No. 1 to the eastern property bound-
ary, including Skipper’s Island.

6. From 100 yards east of Blind No. 1 
to western boundary of the property, 
waterfowl hunting on Sat. restricted 
to youth/mentor hunting only.

7. Waterfowl hunters on west end 
of property must reserve a blind 
and must hunt from or within 100 
yards of that blind. Maximum 4 
hunters per blind. See “Reservation 
Procedures” (page 12) for details. 
Mandatory check-in and check-out 
procedures as posted. 

8. If no reservation exists for a hunt 
area, hunters may check in on a 
first-come, first-served basis after 5 
a.m. the day of the hunt. Reserved 
areas not claimed by 7 a.m. will be 
available on a first-come, first-served 
basis. But any area must be yielded 
upon request of the hunter holding a 
valid, active reservation for that area. 

Jackson Lake SWA, 
morgan co.

1. Access only from designated parking 
areas. 

2. During regular duck season, all wa-
terfowl and small-game hunters must 
check out at mandatory check station. 

3. Boat hunting prohibited begin-
ning Nov. 1 except for hunters with 
boat reservation. See “Reservation 
Procedures” (page 12) for details. 
Maximum 4 people per reservation. 
Hunters with boat reservations must 
call reservation line 2 days before 
hunt to confirm ice conditions. Only 
boat hunters with reservations are ex-
empt from Nov. 1 boat closure. Boats 
prohibited on frozen surface of lake. 

4. Hunters and vessels must stay in 
designated hunt zone. Hunting pro-
hibited within 150 yards of shore or 
other vessels. Vessels launched from 
Jackson Lake State Park must have 
state parks pass. 

5. Waterfowl hunting from vessels 
permitted only Sat., Sun., Wed., 
Columbus Day (observed), Veterans 
Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas 
Day, New Year’s Day and Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day. 

6. Vessels need to be pre-inspected and 
sealed with an inspection receipt 
in accordance with state boating 
regulations. 
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james m. robb colorado 
river state park, 
mesa co.  

1. Park in designated parking areas 
only.

2. Waterfowl hunting only, and only 
from  designated blinds, maximum 
4 hunters per blind. 

3. Hunting by reservation only. See 
“Reservation Procedures” (page 12) 
for details. Mandatory check-in and 
check-out procedures as posted. 

4. If no reservation exists for a hunt 
area, hunters may check in on a 
first-come, first-served basis after 5 
a.m. the day of the hunt. Reserved 
areas not claimed by 7 a.m. will be 
available on a first-come, first-
served basis. But, any area must be 
yielded upon request of the hunter 
holding a valid and active reserva-
tion for that area. 

Jean K. Tool SWA, 
morgan co.

1. Access through designated parking 
areas only, from 3 a.m.-9 p.m. Ex-
cept with night-hunting permit. 

2. During regular duck season, water-
fowl and small-game hunters must 
check out at designated station by 
2 p.m. 

3. Hunting is by reservation only. See 
“Reservation Procedures” (page 12) 
for details. Three waterfowl and 
three small-game reservations per 
day, maximum 4 people per reser-
vation. No reservation is required 
for live trapping.

4. Hunting allowed only on Sat., Sun., 
Wed., Columbus Day (observed), 
Veterans Day, Thanksgiving Day, 
Christmas Day, New Year’s Day, 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day.  

5. Launching or take out of vessels 
prohibited from first day of teal 
season through dark goose season. 

JOHN MARTIN REservoir 
SWA, Bent CO. 

1. Open only to retrieve downed 
waterfowl from Nov. 1 through last 
day of waterfowl season as posted 
on U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
property leased by CPW to provide 
for resting waterfowl, depending on 
water levels, weather and presence 
of birds.

Johnson pond, 
sedgwick co. 

1. Goose hunting prohibited in area of 
Sedgwick Co. including: Hwy. 138 
on N, Hwy. 385 on E, I-76 on S and 
CR 29 on W.

2. Light goose hunting is allowed 

within the Johnson Pond Special 
Goose Closure only during special 
late light goose season and Light 
Goose Conservation Order.

JUMBO Reservoir SWA, 
Logan & sedgwick Cos. 

1. Closed to goose hunting in parts 
of Logan and Sedgwick counties 
bounded on N by Logan CR 70 and 
Sedgwick CR 3; on E by Sedgwick 
CR 3; on S by Logan CR 970 and 
Sedgwick CR 24.8, and on W by 
Logan CR 95, except for Red Lion 
SWA as posted.

2. Except as allowed below, boating 
prohibited Oct. 1 through last day 
of regular goose season. Hand-
propelled craft may be used to set 
and pick up decoys and to retrieve 
downed waterfowl. Boats prohibited 
within 50 feet of outlet structure.

3. No hunting on frozen surface of lake. 
4. Hunting from floating devices al-

lowed from opening day of regular 
Eastern Plains duck season until 
opening day of dark goose season. 
Reservations required. See “Res-
ervation Procedures”(page 12)  for 
details. Three reservations available 
for waterfowl hunting from vessels 
on res. Boat hunting reservations 
will be cancelled if ice is unsafe. 
Hunters with boat reservations 
must call reservation line 2 days 
before scheduled hunt to confirm 
ice conditions. Only boat hunters 
with reservations are exempt from 
boat closure.

5. Hunting from floating devices 
permitted only Sat., Sun., Wed., 
Columbus Day (observed) and 
Veterans Day. Hunters must leave 
reservoir by 2 p.m. Hunting prohib-
ited within 150 yards of shore and 
other vessels. 

6. Vessels (other than those launched 
by hand) must undergo required 
inspection for invasive species.  

LOWER LATHAM REServoir, 
Weld Co. 

1. Hunting prohibited as posted.

MACK MESA STATE recre-
ation AREA, Mesa Co.  

1. Hunting, trapping prohibited.

MACfarlane Reservoir 
stl, Jackson CO.

1. Open Aug. 15-end of Feb.
2. Motorized travel to the reservoir to 

access waterfowl hunting allowed at 
all times on designated routes only.

MEREDITH REServoir, 
Crowley CO.

1. Hunting prohibited as posted.

mitani-Tokuyasu swa, 
Weld CO.

1. During waterfowl season, parking 
area open only 4 a.m. until one hour 
after sunset. Parking in designated 
spaces in parking areas only.

2. Waterfowl hunting access limited to 
occupants of vehicles legally parked 
in designated parking area.

3. Launching or take out of vessels 
prohibited from first day of teal 
season through dark goose season. 

mogensen ponds swa, 
Mesa Co.

1. Waterfowl hunting only and only 
from designated blinds.

MONTE VISTA & ALAMOSA 
NATionaL WILDLIFE  
REFuges,  Alamosa & 
Rio Grande COs.

1. Hunting in designated areas only, 
access through posted parking areas 
only.

2. Two blinds available on first come, 
first served basis.

3. Nontoxic shot required for shotgun 
hunting. For information, call (719) 
589-4021.

4. Decoys cannot be left unattended 
and blinds must be removed daily.

5. Dogs allowed as an aid to hunting.

NEW WINDSOR REServoir, 
Weld Co.

1. Hunting prohibited as posted.
2. Closed to waterfowl hunting within 

400 yards of occupied dwelling, 
without first obtaining permission 
from owner or person in charge, or 
within 0.25 of a mile from center 
line of these roads: from CR 74 and 
Colo. 257, north to CR 78; east to 
CR 21; south to CR 74; then west to 
Colo. 257, including the area within 
shape formed by these roads.

3. Closed to waterfowl hunting within 
150 yards of center line of Colo. 
257 between CRs 78 and 74; CR 74 
between Colo. 257 and CR 21.

orchard mesa swa, 
mesa co. 

1. Open for public access July 
15-March 14.

2. Only access from parking area on 
“C” Rd., between roads 30 and 31. 
Vehicles prohibited beyond parking 
area.

3. Waterfowl hunters must hunt from 
designated blinds or in the zone 
identified for each blind. Maximum 
4 hunters per blind.

4. Waterfowl hunting by reservation 

only. See “Reservation Procedures”  
(page 12) for details. Mandatory 
check-in and check-out procedures 
as posted. 

5. If no reservation exists for a hunt 
area, hunters may check in on a 
first-come, first-served basis after 5 
a.m. the day of the hunt. Reserved 
areas not claimed by 7 a.m. will be 
available on a first-come, first-
served basis. But, any area must be 
yielded upon request of the hunter 
holding a valid and active reserva-
tion for that area.

6. Must hunt with bows and/or shot-
guns with shotshells only.

7. Dogs allowed only as an aid to 
hunting.

Overland Trail SWA, 
logan co. 

1. Foot access only, from designated 
parking area. 

2. During regular duck season, water-
fowl and small-game hunters must 
check out at designated check station. 

3. Launching or take out of vessels 
prohibited from first day of teal 
season through dark goose season. 

PONY EXPRESS SWA, 
Sedgwick CO. 

1. Closed to goose hunting in part of 
Sedgwick County south of Hwy. 
138, west of Hwy. 385, north of I-76 
and east of CR 29.

2. Light goose hunting allowed during 
special control season and any con-
servation order for light geese.

3. Launching or take out of vessels 
prohibited from first day of teal 
season through dark goose season. 

PREWITT REServoir SWA, 
Logan & Washington Cos.

1. Waterfowl hunting prohibited as 
posted to provide for waterfowl 
resting depending on water levels, 
weather and presence of birds.

2. Boating prohibited, except hand-
propelled crafts used in waterfowl 
hunting (putting out, picking up de-
coys, retrieving downed waterfowl), 
from Oct. 1 through last day of regu-
lar goose season. Boating prohibited 
if it creates whitewater wake.

3. Hunting prohibited from floating 
device.

QUEENS SWA, Kiowa Co. 
1. Boating prohibited if it creates 

a whitewater wake in channel 
between Lower and Upper Queens 
reservoirs.  

on Upper Queens (includ-
ing channel), Nee Noshe, Nee 
Gronda:
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© Ed Gorman, CPW
Mark Herwig, of Pheasants Forever, on a duck hunt near the town of Crook.

	 a. Mandatory check in and check 
    out when check station is open.

	 b. Open only to retrieve downed 	
     waterfowl from Nov. 1 through    
      last day of waterfowl season as  
      posted.

on Lower Queens:
	 a. Boating prohibited if it creates 

    whitewater wake from  
    opening day of waterfowl season  
    until Dec. 1. 

	 b. Mandatory check in and check 
    out when check station is open.

	 c. Open only to retrieve downed 
     waterfowl from Dec. 1 through  
     last day of waterfowl season as  
     posted.

on Nee So Pah:  
	 a. Open only to retrieve downed 

     waterfowl from Nov. 1 through  
     last day of waterfowl season.

RAMAH SWA, El paso co.
1. Only float tubes or crafts propelled 

by hand, wind or electric motor are 
allowed from Nov. 1 through the 
last day of waterfowl season.

2. Shotguns or bows allowed for 
hunting. 

Red Lion SWA, logan co.
1. Access from parking areas only. 
2. Hunting from frozen surface of the 

lake is prohibited.
3. Only float-tubes or carry-on crafts 

propelled by hand for hunting or 
fishing purposes are allowed, such 
as for placing or retrieving decoys 
or downed waterfowl. Hunting 
from any vessel or floating device is 
prohibited.

4. Light goose hunting allowed, during 
special late light goose season and 
any conservation order for light 
geese, in area bounded on north by 
Logan CR 970; on east  by Sedgwick 
CR 1 (Logan CR 97); on south by 
Hwy. 138; and on west by Logan 
CR 95.

5. During regular duck season:
	 a. Waterfowl and small-game 

hunting is by reservation only. See 
“Reservation Procedures” (page 12) 
for details. Maximum 4 people per 
reservation. Hunters must follow 
check-in and check-out procedures. 
Must check out by 2 p.m. No reser-
vation is required for live trapping.

           Nine waterfowl and three small-
game reservations are available 
in designated areas. There is one 
youth/mentor area available. No 
more than 2 mentors and at least 1 
youth per youth/mentor reserva-
tion. Mentors aren’t required to 
hunt, but must be 18 and have valid 
hunter education certificate.

	 b. Waterfowl and small-game hunt-
ing only allowed on Sat., Sun., Wed., 

Columbus Day (observed), Veterans 
Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas 
Day, New Year’s Day and Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day. 

RIVERSIDE REServoir, 
Weld Co.

1. Goose hunting prohibited as posted.

RUSSELL LAKES SWA, 
Saguache Co.

1. Parking only in established areas.
2. Closes at 1 p.m. during first split 

waterfowl season.
3. Closed as posted to protect wintering 

and nesting waterfowl and to protect 
administrative areas. Sect. 29 closed 
during waterfowl seasons.

SOUTH REPUBLICAN SWA, 
Yuma CO. 

1. Parking only in designated areas. 
Waterfowl hunting access prohibited 
on downstream face of dam.

2. Waterfowl hunting prohibited as 
posted to provide resting areas.

SWEITZER LAKE, Delta Co. 
1. Hunting waterfowl allowed on open-

ing day and thereafter on Sat., Sun., 
Wed. and legal holidays.

Tamarack Ranch SWA, 
logan co.

1. Reservations are available but not re-
quired. See “Reservation Procedures” 
(page 12) for details.  Reservations 
available for weekends and Colum-
bus Day (observed), Veterans Day, 
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, 
New Year’s Day, Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day and Presidents Day.  

2. Mandatory check in and check out as 
posted at designated station.

3. The first hunt date available for res-
ervations is the Sat. after Oct. 24 and 
the last date available is the last Sun. 
of regular duck season. Weekdays, 
weekends and holidays outside the 
reservation period and any unre-
served or open units are available for 
hunting without reservations and are 
regulated through check station. 

4. Hunters must park vehicles at parking 
area they are checked into and are 
restricted to that area until 9 a.m., at 
which time they may walk into and 
hunt adjacent areas. 

5. Launching or take out of vessels pro-
hibited from first day of teal season 
through dark goose season. 

Tilman Bishop swa, 
mesa co.

1. Open for public access July 
15-March 14.

2. Mandatory check-in and check-out 
procedures for hunters at entrance 
station. 

3. Hunting with bows and/or shotguns 
with shotshells only.

4. Dogs allowed only as aid to hunting.
5. Waterfowl hunters must hunt from 

designated blinds or in the zone 
identified for each blind. Maximum 
4 hunters per blind.

6. Waterfowl hunting by reservation 
only. See “Reservation Procedures” 
(page 12) for details. 

7. If no reservation exists for a hunt 
area, hunters may check in on a 
first-come, first-served basis after 5 
a.m. the day of the hunt. Reserved 
areas not claimed by 7 a.m. will be 
available on a first-come, first-

served basis. But, any area must be 
yielded upon request of the hunter 
holding a valid and active reserva-
tion for that area. 

TRINIDAD STATE park, 
Las Animas Co. 

1. Waterfowl hunting prohibited as 
posted.

TURK’S POND SWA, Baca Co. 
1. From the first split of waterfowl sea-

sons through last day of waterfowl 
seasons, the following regulations 
are in effect in sections 20, 21, 28, 
29, 32 & 33 in Township 29 South, 
Range 44 West, 6th P.M.:

	 a. On SWA land within 0.25 of a 
mile of ordinary high-water line, 
hunting prohibited as posted.

	 b. It is illegal to discharge firearms 
or arrows from, on or across 50 
yards on each side of center line of 
public roads. 

2. Boating prohibited except float tubes 
or crafts propelled by hand, wind or 
electric motor.

3. Open near pond and administrative 
building only to retrieve downed 
waterfowl from opening day of water-
fowl season through end of February.

VANCIL REservoir, 
Morgan CO.

1. Waterfowl hunting prohibited as 
posted to provide for waterfowl rest-
ing as necessary depending on water 
levels, weather and presence of birds.

Wellington SWA, 
larimer & weld cos.

1. From first day of regular waterfowl 
season to first day of pheasant season 
Wellington Unit open only on Sat., 
Sun., Mon. and Columbus Day (ob-
served), Veterans Day, Thanksgiving 
Day, Christmas Day, New Year’s Day 
and Martin Luther King Jr. Day.  

2. Only hand-propelled vessels may 
be used, and only when hunting 
waterfowl.

Whitehorse SWA, adams co.
1. Closed except for youth/mentor wa-

terfowl hunting when authorized by 
area wildlife manager as participants 
in CPW youth hunter program.

2. Reservations required. See “Res-
ervation Procedures” (page 12) for 
details. Hunters with reservations 
can only hunt area specified on 
reservation, except in areas where 
reservations are not required or are 
unreserved and unoccupied. 

3. Mandatory check in and check out 
as posted at check station. 
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