TO: COGCC Commissioners http://cogcc.state.co.us/Staff Reports/2003/12-01-03.htm

MONTHLY STAFF REPORT
December 1, 2003

STATISTICS
Our monthly statistics report is attached (page 1, page 2, page 3). The approved

Applications for Permits-to-Drill (“APDs”) for calendar year 2003 are projected at an annual
total of 2200.

. NORTHWEST COLORADO

Attached are newspaper articles of local interest. ("Gas-well Drilling...", "Grass Mesa...",
"EnCana...", "Interested Parties....", "Air Study....", "Arvada pumping water....")
® Northwest Colorado Oil and Gas Forum — Important Notice of Time and Location
Change

The next meeting of the Forum, which is co-chaired by COGCC Deputy Director Brian
Macke and Garfield County Commissioner Larry McCown and consists of representatives
from federal, state and local government, the oil and gas industry and all interested
citizens, is scheduled for Monday, February 9, 2004 from 3:30 p.m. until approximately
6:00 p.m. in Rifle at the Garfield County Fairgrounds in the South Hall (which is a
change of date and location from what was discussed at the October 9 meeting). The
Garfield County Fairgrounds are on the west side of Railroad Avenue north of downtown
Rifle, and the South Hall is located underneath the grandstand area.

The time and date has been changed to coincide with a Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation
Commission field hearing scheduled for February 9 and 10, 2004 in Garfield County to
provide an opportunity for the Oil and Gas Commissioners to attend the Northwest
Colorado Oil and Gas Forum. The time period for the discussion of issues of concern to
local citizens will be scheduled for 5:00 p.m. All parties wishing to be placed on the
agenda for presentations need to contact Brian Macke at 303-894-2100 x122 or
brian.macke@state.co.us by January 23, 2003.

The meetings are generally held three times during the year, including winter and late
spring meetings during the Legislative session, and a meeting in the fall. Co-chairs Brian
Macke and Larry McCown have assured the forum participants that additional meetings
could be scheduled during the year if changing circumstances create a need to do so.

IOGCC Recognition for the 2003 IOGCC “Staffers to States” Congressional Staffers’ Oil
and Gas Tour

The Interstate Oil and Gas Compact Commission (“IOGCC”) presented awards to COGCC
Deputy Director Brian Macke and Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining Associate Director
John Baza in appreciation of their efforts in the 2003 “Staffers to States” oil and gas tour.
North Dakota Oil and Gas Division Director Lynn Helms presented the award during a
meeting of the Public Lands Committee at the IOGCC Annual Meeting in Reno, Nevada on
October 20, 2003.

The “Staffers to States” tour was developed by the Public Lands Committee of the IOGCC
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to educate congressional staffers who have limited familiarity with oil and natural gas
development, especially in the Rocky Mountain region. An oil and gas facilities tour was
conducted in the Uinta — Piceance basin areas of western Colorado and eastern Utah from
June 30, 2003 to July 3, 2003. Fourteen staffers attended the tour from a wide variety of
states including Connecticut, North Carolina, Florida, Oregon, Virginia, Pennsylvania,
Wisconsin, Tennessee, Oklahoma, Utah, Texas, and Wyoming. The tour included natural
gas facilities operated by EnCana Oil and Gas (“EnCana”) and Williams Production
Company (“Williams”) in the Mam Creek and Grand Valley Fields in Garfield County, as
well as oil and gas and coalbed methane operations in Utah. During the first day and
evening portion of the tour in Colorado the staffers were given presentations about oil and
gas operations and regulation from Brian Macke, Williams and EnCana representatives.

The congressional staffers who attended the tour provided feedback that the information
they were provided was extremely useful in understanding the true impacts of oil and gas
development and the effectiveness of state oil and gas regulation. We would like to once
again sincerely thank the oil and gas operators and trade associations who provided
generous funding and assistance for the tour.

1. SOUTHEAST COLORADO

® Raton Basin Project

Three Raton Basin reports are available on our website: the Overview of the Raton Basin
Study given at the July Commission hearing, the Coal Mine Inventory, and the Ground
Survey for Methane Seeps. The Overview is a compilation of hundreds of samples taken
over the years and analyzed by contractor Anthony Gorody.

The raw data for the project and the ESN Rocky Mountain and Seacrest Group reports of
the most recent data from gas wells and water wells is now available on the website. Staff
analysis of the Raton baseline data has been completed and a summary of staff
conclusions is included with the consultants’ reports and raw data on the website.

V. ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

® Annual Report to the WQCC/WQCD

As required by SB-181, COGCC environmental staff presented its annual report to the
Water Quality Control Commission (“WQCC”) and Water Quality Control Division (“WQCD”)
at their November 10, 2003 hearing.

WQCC'’s Robert Sakata had a number of favorable comments about the COGCC website,
including how complaints and spills/releases are tracked and how data about these types
of incidents can be easily accessed. In addition, he gave kudos to EnCana for using
multi-well pads to minimize surface disturbance on his family’s farms in Weld County.

® Rule Making Proposed to the WQCC

In an ongoing program to resolve discrepancies between the EPA requirements for UIC
programs and the WQCC standards and classification for ground water, COGCC staff
continue to work with staff from both agencies.
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A new rule has been proposed that applies to the Morrow Formation in Speaker, Bledsoe
Ranch, Mount Pearl, Sorrento, Arapahoe NW, Arapahoe, Frontera and Second Wind Fields
in Kit Carson and Cheyenne Counties (proposed WQCC Rule 52A & 52B). The prehearing
conference was held on November 17, 2003 and the hearing for the new ruling will be held
on December 8, 2003.

Another new rule has been proposed that applies to the Middle Oil Sand zone of the
Wasatch Formation at Hiawatha Field in Moffat County (proposed WQCC Rule 53). A
prehearing conference regarding this proposed rulemaking will be held on February 4, 2004
at 1:00 p.m. at the CDPHE offices in Denver. The rulemaking hearing is scheduled for
March 9, 2004.

V. ORGANIZATION

® Staff Organization

Our current organization chart is attached.

We welcome new staff member Jerry Anderson. He began work November 121" as a
Permitting Technician.

You have expressed an interest in our staffing situation in light of the historically
unprecedented level of oil and gas development activity in Colorado. Although we have had
some vacant positions in the past, we currently have all 34 FTE staff positions filled. At this
time it looks as though that status will hopefully remain the same through the current fiscal
year (6/30/04).

VI. PLANNING/ADMINISTRATION/OTHER

® Penalties Status

Attached is a revised table showing the status of penalties paid and penalties pending
collection.

® January Hearing Docket

5th 6th

A preliminary docket for the January and 6, 2004 hearing has been provided. Hearing
dockets are available on the COGCC website by clicking on “Hearings”, then “2004 Hearing
Schedules, Dockets, Agendas and Minutes”. Links to the hearing applications and notices
are available from the Docket by clicking on the Applicant and the Docket Number,
respectively.

To sign up for e-mail notification of hearing notices and applications please see the
announcement and instructions on our main web page.

® Joint COGA — CCI Gathering Line Regulation Work Group

A workgroup consisting of representatives from the Colorado Oil and Gas Association and
local governments working through Colorado Counties, Inc. has been convened to jointly
develop proposed COGCC regulations for gathering lines. The workgroup, which includes
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representatives from Garfield, Mesa, and Gunnison Counties as well as the industry
representatives, have met on October 15 and November 14 to discuss gathering line issues
and develop a rulemaking proposal to jointly bring to the COGCC. This model was used
successfully earlier this year to bring proposed rulemaking to the COGCC to address local
government involvement in COGCC processes. Brian Macke has been included in the
meetings to serve solely as a resource and to answer questions about COGCC regulation
that arise in the discussions. At this time it is expected that a proposal for gathering line
rulemaking will be completed in time for the March 2004 COGCC hearing.

® One Call / Dig Safely Website Link
A link has been added to our web site under "Contacts" to the One Call program at the Dig
Safely "Utility Notification Center of Colorado” website. This site is a resource for those
excavating near buried flowlines, gathering lines, or other pipelines to have the operators of
those lines alerted to mark the location of the lines so they can be safely avoided during
excavation.

® State-Wide Gas Production Increasing

Attached are production curves for four major gas producing counties: La Plata, Weld,
Garfield, and Las Animas. As seen from the production curves, production continues to
increase in these counties as a result of the increased drilling and recompletion activity.

® Status of DNR Core Mission Project (“CMP”) Issues Related to the COGCC

This information is being provided in response to your interest in the status of any CMP
ideas, reviews, proposals, or initiatives potentially involving the COGCC, and staff resources
spent on the CMP following your extensive discussion with DNR Assistant Director Shane
Henry at the October 27, 2003 COGCC hearing:

- Cost Savings Ideas
There are six ideas showing a total projected cost savings of $64,800 (based on a
recent review with DNR EDO). Cost savings ideas and their summary descriptions
are listed on the website. A few of these ideas have some very modest fractional FTE
savings which would likely be re-deployed within the COGCC toward meeting
demands associated with the historically unprecedented level of oil and gas
development activity in Colorado.

- Revenue Generating Ideas
None viable

- Investment Project Ideas
None viable

- Proposed Consolidation of COGCC, DMG, and CGS
No response to, or comments on, your letter to Greg Walcher of November 6, 2003
entitled “Core Mission Project — Formation of DMEG” as requested of you by DNR
Assistant Director Shane Henry at the October 27, 2003 COGCC hearing.

- Proposed IT Reorganization and Staff Reporting Changes
No response to, or comments on, my email to Greg Walcher of November 6, 2003
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entitled “Core Mission Project IT Group — DNR IT Consolidation Discussion During
Division Directors’ Meeting of October 30, 2003” (copied to you) or to your resolution
of November 18, 2003 Re: DNR EDO IT Consolidation (posted on the web site). On
November 10, 2003, Thom Kerr, Brian Macke and | met with Bob Feingold of
Feingold consulting, LLC, who was recently appointed to serve as DNR Chief
Information Officer (“CIO”). We offered to cooperate with Bob, to the extent that we
could, with his project. | reiterated that there is no legal basis for DNR EDO to
require our Division to implement the CMP IT Consolidation without explicit new
legislative authority. (Your November 18, 2003 Resolution clearly makes this point.)
We responded to a questionnaire on the resources that would be targeted by the
CMP IT Consolidation from the DNR EDO on November 18, 2003. Bob Feingold
indicated he intends to serve as DNR CIO through June 30, 2004. He also indicated
he may make a presentation to you at the December 1, 2003 hearing. Mr. Kerr has
been attending a multitude of meetings with Bob and others related to the DNR CMP
IT Consolidation.

- Review of Alternatives for DNR Accounting Organization

The current stage of this review was initiated October 30, 2003 by the DNR EDO to
get input from each Division as to how they might address accounting needs if the
currently centralized DNR Accounting functions were transferred to each of the
Divisions. We have responded to an initial questionnaire. At this time | would
characterize this CMP review as preliminary in nature. A preceding stage of the CMP
review of the DNR Accounting organization apparently did not turn up significant
savings potential.

- Staff Resources Spent on CMP (Employee Hours and $ Value)
As shown on our website, the staff resources we have spent on the CMP as of
October 31, 2003 were 1,857 hours valued at $93,346.

- Other Measures of CMP Activity
A count of e-mail messages related to the CMP by month from my MS Outlook Inbox
and Sent files are listed by month as follows:

June 8
July 120
August 103
September 97
October 113

Total (10/31) 441

Draft Budget Requests

It is essential to note that these budget requests are considered “draft” as they have not yet
been approved for submission by the DNR EDO. This information is provided in response to
the interest you have shown in our requests for approval of additional budget resources to
meet the historically unprecedented level of oil and gas development activity in Colorado
projected for 2004 and beyond. A brief summary of our draft request follows:

- Total Funds requested = $132,269 ($28,152 in a supplemental budget request for FY
2003-04 and $104,117 in a budget amendment for FY 2004-05)
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1.0 FTE is requested for a Permitting Technician
- $40,000 is requested in temporary services funding for document processing

- 1 additional leased vehicle from Fleet Management is requested to replace the vehicle that
we were recently required to give up

The funding source for these draft requests is proposed as the Operational Account of the
Severance Tax Trust Fund.

® Leased Space Status

In response to your interest in our office space status, the lease on our existing space at the
Chancery Building expires August 31, 2004. In April 2003, we requested approval of the
DNR EDO to initiate the process of renewing our lease at the Chancery or finding alternate
office space. At that time, the potential for the DNR CMP consolidation of all the Divisions
into one office space facility was cited as the reason not to proceed with securing COGCC
office space. Hopefully, since the DNR CMP office space consolidation is no longer being
pursued, our efforts to secure office space will soon be given approval by the DNR EDO to
proceed. The DNR EDO advises us that the process of obtaining approvals for leased
space is separate from the draft budget requests described above.

® Colorado Oil and Gas Information System (“COGIS")

The COGCC information system, COGIS, is made up of many different components that
are used by the Commission, staff, industry, other government agencies and many others.

Internet
The COGCC determined it was most cost effective to develop applications and
information in an Internet available format. This allows for the same tools to be
utilized in different environments, thus eliminating the re-creation of applications. The
Internet connection was moved to a new network structure which provides a much
more secure environment. The following are tabs on the Internet menu bar.

o General
= This page has links to basic information concerning the Commission, its function,
and oil and gas development in Colorado. The annual statistics and the
weekly/monthly statistics are available here.
o Contacts
8 This page has links to people and agencies that are involved with oil and gas
regulation and related issues in the state. The page also contains phone lists
and areas of responsibility for staff. A link to the Utility Notification Center of
Colorado’s Dig Safely Program has recently been added.
o Library
§ This page contains links to documents resulting from Commission studies,
activity reports, and statistical downloads.
o Hearings
8§ This page has links to the current and previous hearing schedules, which
allow for review of the dockets, agendas, applications and their outcome. It

6 of 8 12/1/2010 11:37 AM



TO: COGCC Commissioners http://cogcc.state.co.us/Staff Reports/2003/12-01-03.htm

also has information that is useful when considering an application for hearing
or finding information about Commissioners.

0 Rules
§ This page contains links to the Commission statute, Rules and Regulations,
and policies.
o Orders

§ This application provides searchable capability to the Commission’s orders.
The search by location is still under construction as we create the map layer
for all spacing orders.
o Forms
8 These are Adobe Acrobat documents that can be downloaded, completed,
printed and mailed. Some example and instruction documents are viewable.
Eventually, online forms will be available here, but the exact time frame is
unknown.
o Staff Report
8 Current and previous staff reports, with attachments, are viewable here.
o Permits
§ This application shows the last 12 months of approved permits and current
pending permits; it may be filtered by county.
o Database
§ This application enables users to query well, production and operator
information. These queried databases contain the most current set of data
and are updated throughout the day.
o Local Gov
8 This application provides database searches for local government contact
information and oil and gas activity within a selected area.
o Images
8 This application is an interface to the COGCC's historical paper files. All well
files, logs and hearing files have been scanned. This application is not user
friendly and the preferred method is to use the database queries and click on
the “docs” icon for wells and other facilities, or to use the Orders application.
o0 Maps
§ This interactive map application allows the user to zoom, pan and select
types of information to display. This application will also display the database
information for wells by selection tools or double clicking on a single item.
There are also tools to allow annotations and to save reusable map files.
8 The spacing orders are being evaluated and posted on the maps, with
approximately one third of the state having been reviewed.
0 Reports
8 This area is still in development; only a few reports are currently available.
The application does malfunction from time to time. The goal is to have
selectable data sets and statistical queries.

Local Area Network
The COGCC staff is connected to services by a Local Area Network (“LAN”)
connection which provides e-mail and data sharing capabilities. The LAN is connected to
the Centennial Building at 1313 Sherman Street by a wireless interface; this connection
provides access to the Internet and other state services. Staff utilizes the same applications
in their work as Internet users, in addition to others outlined below.

o Database
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§ The COGCC maintains a comprehensive database of regulated facilities
(wells, pits, injection sites), incidents (inspections, complaints, spills), and
affiliations (companies, contacts, staff).

§ A database cleanup project is currently underway, with almost 32,000 historic
well records updated.

o Form Processor

§ This set of applications allows users to input, route, edit, and update

regulatory reports submitted by oil and gas operators.
0 Geographic Information Systems (GIS)

§ These applications provide the COGCC capability to create custom maps,
convert survey calls to geographic coordinates, and convert and utilize
geographic positioning system (GPS) data.

§ The GIS Administrator creates daily updates for the Internet map application.

o COGIS Tools

§ This set of applications allows the staff to correct data in the database in

addition to performing specialized workflow administration.

Remote Users
This is the final component of the COGIS system. It has yet to be implemented.
This system will consist of Internet applications, form processor and other specific tools
necessary for the field personnel to automate their data collection and information
requirements running on a laptop or tablet computer. This project continues to receive high
marks in the budget process but has been delayed due to budget constraints.

Electronic Business

0 There are approximately 175 operators reporting electronically.

0 An Internet available production report application that uses an XML data
transfer mechanism is being tested by staff and is expected to soon be
available to industry. The XML file structure is the same one that is being
used by Montana, Utah, Nebraska, New York and Pennsylvania. This
application was funded by the Ground Water Protection Council using a
Department of Energy grant.

o COGCC, GWPC, BLM, MMS, API and agencies from several other states
have been working together to establish an XML file format for permitting wells
and reporting their completions. The group has completed a business case for
this project and is anticipating work to begin in January 2004.

Problems

0 The equipment used to serve document images on the Internet is antiquated
and suffers from failure or slow response from high usage. New servers have
been purchased, are currently being configured, and should be online in the
near future.

o The report server has been unavailable due to configuration issues with the
new security systems. It is planned to resolve these issues and make the
system more functional in the near future.

Vill.  VARIANCES

No variances were requested this month.
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"EnCana
may pay
for more

traffic

patrols

. BY LYNN BURTéN =
Post Indeperrdent Staff -

Residents south of Silt couid see

increased Garfield County sheriff’s

patrols before the end of the year, if a
verbal funding commitment from
EnCana Oil and Gas comes through,
“We're part of the problem,” EnCana
spokesperson Cher Long told the
Garfield County Commissioners Mon-
day, “This would certainly be a benefit
for people south of I-70, and everyone

* else.”

An increase in naturai gas exploration
and produc-
tion in west- i
ern Garfield ~ We're part of the

County has prp, . This
brought with P blem Th

it increased Would certainly be
taffic safety g benefit for

complaints people south of I-

dents. 70, and everycne
Garfieid #

County Sher- else.

iff Lou Vval- Cher Long

lario said the EnCana

areas of con- -

cern include

" Divide Creek, Dry Hollow and Mamm

Creek.
After meeting with the commission-
ers, Vallario said he could put overtime

depaties on the road south of Silt by the °

end of the year, pending a recent
$15,000 pledge from EnCana.

“We're just waiting for a letter of com-
mitment,” Vallario said.

Vallario teld the commissioners

TRAFFIC: see page 3

http://cogcc.state.co.us/Staff_Reports/2003/Dec_03/EnCana.jpg

Clenwood Springs Post Independent » 3

Sheriff won't just
target gas traffic

TRAFFIC: from page 1

- EnCana tried to address traffic safety issues south

of Silt through a private security firm, but the
program didn’'t work out, !

“They didn’t have authority to write tickets,”
Long said after the meeting. -

Vallario stressed his deputies will enforce traf-
fic laws equally, and won't just targef oil and gas
industry  companies and - employees,

“It’ll all be fair game,” Vallaric said.

Vallario alse briefed the commissioners on a

three-year, 3275 000 matching grant application
he has submitted to the Colorado Department of
Loca] Affairs to fund an extra patrol deputy posi-
tion, whose duties would inclade traffic enforce-

- rent south of Silt.

Vallario said hell know in May or June
whether he received the grant,
The county commissioners endorsed the

application, but reminded Vallario they can't

commit any matching funds Beyond 2004.

12/1/2010 2:56 PM
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Members of Western Colorado
organization,

.

arally Wednesday.

The DaitySertine)

" The Bureau of Land Manage-

ment has abandoned its role as.a

2y ERIN MIKTYRE

ronmentalists
BLM catering to oil

Envi

- lic lands and is catering to.one of  mental
world, environmentalists said at

e

BLM: Spokesmén said all stakeholders were invited

directional

and

See DEBATE, page 28 »

Organizers wrapged up the
BLM Associaté State Direc-

* seminar by handing over the

B

pants. BLM officials explained
air some of thetr frustrations
with the cil and gas industry.

‘They ehcotraged their -audi-.
share what' federal palicies

irked them.
day’'s back-and-forth dialogue

ence to return the favor and

perits

Gas

and

THLY TENTINELT UCiplfR 10 20071

oit

BLM and industry officials microphone to seminar partici-

“This is strictly education-
al," said Kathy Hall, a Westein

Slope representative for the

° Workshops addressed such. tor Doug Koza said Wednes multiuse agency overseelng pub- . Congress, a grassrools environ- -

Service lands, swface rights was part of the agency’seffort  the richest businesses in the

cleared up misunderstandings  the workshops allowed them to

behind the process of applying  drilling.
about the regulations that gov-

for -permits to drill wells in

People whose livelihoods de- Colorado. .
lssues as drilling on U.S. Forest

ern oil and gas extraction. .

Colorade

owmers turned out 1o discuss  Association.

workshops 1o explain policies

environmen-
ta] adviocates and private tand-

The Daiy Sentin

GEAND TUETIIa7

By DANEE HARRELSON

Bureau. of Land Manage- versus mineral rights,. using

ment officials used a series of. ‘the Infernet to apply for

Federal offictals, . industry.

Interested parties in oil and gas debat

extraction indushry and those hoped the' oneday seminar

who regulate their ability to

extract these rescurces’ all
of drilling for oil and gas in the

state,

ways o streamline the process

looked for ways to do their jobs

pend on Colorado’s oil and gas
better Monday

representatives,

outside a day-long workshop in-
valving the Colorade Oil and Gas
Assoclation and federal agencies
at the Adam’s Mark Hotel
The controversial workshop,
focused on streamlining the ap-
plication for permit to drill (APD}
process, gained attention when~
environmental groups learmed its
" invitation was sent out on BLM
* letterhead. The parmership be:
tween the oil and gas lobbying as-
sociation and a federal agency
bothered some constituents.
“Landcwnets did not receive
invitations,” said Peggy Utesch.
+ “Ranchers who hold grazing per-
mits for faderal lands weren’t in-
vited to ‘share their’ concerns

“The pub].lc isnot gemug equal
treatment,” Utesch sald.

BLM spokesman Steven Hail
said 3]l stakeholders were invited
10 the workshop, and said the il
‘and gas industry members hosted
the event.

He also said .concerns that
“streantlining” the application

environmental law -were un- *

‘founded.

“There is no directlon any-
where that instucts the BLM to
shorteut the environmentel pro-
cess,” Hall zaid.

- “Nobody is changing any pali-
cies,” said Kathy Hall, Colorado

-Oil and Gas Association adminis-

trator. “What I'm trying fo do is
have an industry that under-
stands the rules.”

Kathy Hall said not all interest-

“ed parties were invited to the

workshop because it didn’t apply
to those outside the oll and gas
industry and * federal leasing
agencles. .

“Tt wasn't something for the
warld," she said. “Why would you
invite stakehclders when - you
talk about APD's — do they do
permits todrill? -

‘Tt was strictly for the benefit

-of better understanding -and bet-

ter communication,” Kathy Hall
gaid.

The activists also voiced their
concern about proposed legisia-
tion in Congtess - House Resolu-

1 > Contiued from page 18 process would Jeave out essential  “Domenici-Tauzin' bill,” named

for its authors.

The 1,700-page bill includes
subsidies for the oil and gas in-
dustry, new rules on royaltles
and reimbursement for costs as-
sociated with environmental law
compliance ~ Environmentalists
alse said they were disappointed
that renewable energy’ options
were not included in the bill.

. About 40 people gathered at the
rally — some wore stickers say-

ing “Qur land, their profit.” One’

activist dressed up a8 Uncle Sam
and got in a bed symbelizing Col-

‘orado with Western - Colorade

Congress organizer Mark Scho
field, dressed up as an “cil and
gas man,”

Uncle Sam sheved dollar bills
into Schofield's overflowing suit
pocket.

“Why stimulate an already
thriving industry?” said Ed Bax-
ter, a retired -Delta banker who
consjders himeself a “green ele

. phant” becausé he's an environ-

mentally conscious Republican.

*This 15 pork disguised as a na-

tonal security issue or an energy
independence issue "

tion 8, commonly known as the

1ofl 12/1/2010 2:56 PM



Air Study.jpg (JPEG Image, 1272x1650 pixels) - Scaled (46%)

1ofl

CLENBSAY 1Px s s fa.ﬂ‘/in/ofﬁcw.am

Tuesday, Navember 18, 2003

LOCAL

Air study pens up Roan plan

BY LYNN BURTON
Post Indepenident Staff

The US. Bureau of Land Manage-
ment won't release its long-awaited
Roan Plateau draft plan until Decein-
ber at the earliest, and possibly not
until after the holidays.

“We don’t have a release date,” said
Steve Bennett, the BLM’s assistant field
manager in Glenwood Springs. “But it
definitely won’t be November.”

The BLM pushed the plan’s release
back from August to November earlier
this year. )

" Local environmentalists, who
oppose natural gas drilling on the

- 43,000-acre Roan Plateau northwest of

Rifle, ‘say they are not-antsy about
delays in the plan’s release.

“The anxiety was the BLM would
fast-track the plan and cut corners,”
said Steve Smith, a field representative
for Western Colorado Congress. “If
they want to.take more time, that’s
fine.”

Bennett said an air-quality study that
covers an area from Glenwood Springs
to Vernal, Utah, is delaying the plan.

Theé BLM is drafting its first man-
agement plan for the entire 73,000-
acre Roan Plateau area.

The 43,000-acre Roan Plateau itself
juts up 3,000 feet from the valtey floor,
and is surrounded by 30,000 acres of
BLM land included in the planning
area.

The Colorado Department of Natur-
al Resources estimates the plateau
helds 7 trillion cubic feet of natural

gas, with about 5.5 trillion being recov--

erable. The recoverable gas has a rough
potential value of $22 billion, the
agency said.

Garfield County municipalities
from Carbondale to Rifle have passed
resolutions opposing gas drilling on
the top of the Roan Plateau,

The Garfield County Commission-
ers in May said the county doesn't rec-
ognize “any compelling need” to lease
any further areas on the plateau top
for oil and gas exploration “at this
time,”

As the BLM' Roan Plateau draft
plan nears, media interest around the

‘United States and abroad has

increased.

"“It’s being watched quite closely,”
Smith said.

The Western Colorado Congress has
been meeting with area community
groups to tell its story. After a tecent
Western Colorade Congress presenta-
tion in Carbondale, several pecple
later asked the Garfield County Com-
missioners  to help protec‘t the Roan
Plateau.

“There’s going to be a land grab,
and rush for energy sources,” said Car-
bondale resident Johnny Weiss after he
talked to the county commissioners
Nov. 10. “The US. needs a balanced
approach to energy production.”

The BLM will take public comments
on the Roan Plateau plan for 90 days
after the draft plan is released.

“We need to remind people this is
the beginning of the process,” Weiss
said. “This will be a long, ongoing
process.”

Bennett said the plan wiil be avail-
able on CD, in print and probably on
-the Internet.

Contact Lyan Burten: 945-8515, ext. 534
Iburton@postindependent.com
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the mine. He says he's not convinced that it’s safe, Murray and other area residents are worried that as the mine

natural as will be caused to migrate from the mine to places such as the basements of area homes.

e

Leyden once held
natural gas supply

By Alicia Catdwell
Denver Post Staff Writer

ARVADA — The city today will
begin pumping drinking water
into an old coal mine, replacing
the natural gas that a local utility
had stored there, '

Neighbors had fought the plan
to convert the chasm into an un-
derground reservoir, saying they
feared that pockets of natural gas
would migrate to places it should
not, such as their basements.

City officials have said they are

convinced the plan is safe and
have touted the plan’s thrift and
ingenuity. Converting the old Ley-
den .mine would save millions
over building another reservoir,
they said. | - .

‘Arvada will hold a ceremony at
10 a.m. today at an injection well
site at Pioneer Sand and Gravel,
just north of West 64th Parkway,
off Colorado 93..

Arvada Mayor Kem Fellman

"said the city’s engineering staff

has studied the project and that
the appropriate state authorities
approved the change. There is lit-
tle chance'that gas would migrate
as a result of pumping, he said.
“Nothing T've seen indicates

that it's likely,” Fellman said.

Greg Murray, a neighbor and
one of the more vocal opponents,
said that while he doesn’t oppose
the plan in theory, he never has
been convinced that it is safe.

A nearby business owner suc-
cessfully sued the facility opera-
tor, then known as Public Service
Company of Colorado, for contam-
ination caused by migrating gas.
In 1998, a jury awarded a judg-
ment of more than $2 miilion in
the case.

Experts hired by the utility
have said that over the four-de-
cade life of the facility, at least 1
billion cubic feet of pressurized
gas is unaccounted for, raising

. ) ) i, T ] The Danver Post/ John Prieto
-Greg Murray, a neighbor of the Leyden mine, where natural gas once was stored, is opposed 1o Arvada’s plan 1o 'pump drinking water into
il

s with water, remaining

‘Arvada pumping water into old mine

questions about whether it moved
to uncharted parts of the ceniu-
1y-0id mine or if it harmlessly dis-
sipated.

Murray said he has spent sever-
al days with representatives from
the utility, now known as Xcel En-
ergy, and the Colorado Oil and
Gas Conservation Commission,
the governmental body that ap-
proved the closure plan.

They've been looking for sites
for soil-gag monitoring devices,
Murray said. But the 30 to 60 sites
planned cannot ensure that gas mi-
grating from the 3J-square-mile
site would be detected, he said.

“It's like a needle in the hay-

stack,” Murray said.

http://cogcc.state.co.us/Staff_Reports/2003/Dec_03/Arvada pumping wate...
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