
  
MONTHLY STAFF REPORT 

December 2, 2002
 
 
I.          STATISTICS
 

Our monthly statistics report is attached (page 1, page 2, page 3). Approved Applications
for Permit-to-Drill (“APDs”) through the end of November project an annual total of roughly
2100.

 
II.         NORTHWEST COLORADO
 
®         Northwest Colorado Oil and Gas Forum
 

The next  meeting  of  the Forum,  which  is  co-chaired  by COGCC Deputy Director  Brian
Macke and Garfield County Commissioner Larry McCown and consists of representatives
from  federal,  state  and  local  government,  the  oil  and  gas  industry  and  all  interested
citizens, is tentatively scheduled for Thursday, February 20, 2003 in the Rifle City Hall.  Due
to the lack of local  issues being raised by citizens at recent Forum meetings, the forum
participants  have  agreed  to  reduce  the  frequency  of  meetings  during  the  year.  The
meetings are now planned to be held in the fall  and in the spring during the Legislative
session.  Co-chairs Brian  Macke and  Larry McCown assured  the forum participants that
additional meetings could be scheduled during the year if changing circumstances create a
need  to  do  so.  Please  contact  Brian  Macke  at  303-894-2100  x122  or
brian.macke@state.co.us  to  submit  agenda  topics  for  the  next  meeting.  Attached  are
newspaper articles about topics of local concern ("Once-controversial method...", page 2,
"Garfield County hits a gusher", page 2, "District ranger tapped...", "Commissioners expend
some hot air...", "Producers put a lid...", "Parachute depends on natural-gas wells", page 2,
"Another method....", page 2).
 

®         Parachute Area Air Quality Monitoring Meeting
 

The Grand  Valley  Citizen’s  Alliance (“GVCA”)  has been  concerned  with  the practice of
flaring gas wells that are being completed in  the area and with  what is perceived to be
emissions  from producing  wells.  The  GVCA has  called  on  the  Colorado  Air  Pollution
Control  Division  (“APCD”) and  the EPA to become involved  in  the issue.  The EPA has
providing  funding  through  their  Emergency Response Program to perform a community
based short-term ambient air screening study for oil  and gas related activities in Garfield
County.
 
Twenty air sampling canisters were distributed at seven different locations as follows: 1) a
producing Williams Fork gas well that is equipped with a vapor combustion (odor reduction)
unit, 2) a producing Williams Fork gas well that is not equipped with a vapor combustion
unit, 3) a well that is undergoing completion operations and is being flared, 4) in the town of
Parachute, down-valley from several  gas wells,  5) near Parachute Creek,  up-valley from
several  gas wells,  6) in  the town of Newcastle to represent background town conditions
similar to Parachute but without the nearby gas wells, and 7) near a residence in Red Apple
subdivision in the Rulison Field.  The sampled air was analyzed for organic compounds.
 The cost of the sampling and analysis was approximately $1,500 per canister, with a total
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cost of approximately $30,000.  In addition to the canisters, continuous air monitors were
placed at the active well  flaring site to evaluate air concentrations of nitrogen oxides and
sulfur dioxide. 
 
The APCD’s final report was presented at the November 6, 2002 meeting of the GVCA in
Battlement Mesa.  Brian Macke and other COGCC staff attended, as well as representatives
of Williams Production Company.
 
The APCD concluded the following:
 
“Based  on  an  evaluation  of  the  data  collected  during  this  investigation,  none  of  the
non-carcinogenic VOCs [Volatile Organic Compounds] were detected at concentrations that
would  pose  a  significant  health  risk  to  area  residents.  The  maximum  detected
concentration  of  benzene,  a carcinogenic chemical,  was found  to be in  a range of  risk
generally considered acceptable by both EPA and the State.”   Benzene was found in small
concentrations at the 50 foot perimeter sampling chambers at the producing well that is not
equipped with a vapor combustion unit, in a small concentration at one downwind 50 foot
perimeter sampling chamber at a well that is equipped with the vapor combustion unit, and
in a small  concentration in  the town of Parachute.  In no case were any benzene levels
detected  at  sampling  chambers  located  300  feet  from  the  gas  wells.   The  maximum
benzene concentration of 6.5 micrograms/cubic meter was at one of the 50 foot perimeter
sampling chambers at the producing well that is not equipped with a vapor recovery unit,
and is well within the Risk Based Ambient Air Concentration acceptable range established
by the EPA which  has a maximum of  23.1 micrograms/cubic  meter.  As a comparison,
recently measured maximum 24 hour benzene levels in Grand Junction and Denver were
8.7 and 9.12 micrograms/cubic meter, respectively.   
 
The complete report  of  the Garfield  County Air  Screening  Study and  the presentations
given  at  the November  6 meeting  are available at  the COGCC website  by  clicking  on
Library.
  

¨                   Williams Production Company (“Williams”) Increased Well Density Application
 

Since the October 2002 hearing, the COGCC has received one APD for the 20-acre infill
area.  The APD (Exxon/Mobil PA 343-32) is for one vertical well on a new surface well site
north of the Colorado River and east of the town of Parachute.
 
COGCC staff continues to work closely with Williams permitting staff and Garfield County to
ensure that the requirements of the 20-acre density order adopted during the October 2000
hearing  are  met  in  an  efficient  manner.  To  date,  the  COGCC has  received  97 APDs
submitted by Williams for the increased well density area. 

 
¨                   Citizen’s Group Community Forum in Craig  
 

On November 16, 2002 an event titled “Our Land, Our Rights: A Community Forum on the
Future of Energy in  Northwest Colorado” was conducted in  Craig,  Colorado.  The forum
was sponsored by several groups, including the Western Colorado Congress, The Colorado
Wilderness Network, The Sierra Club, The Wilderness Society, the Colorado Environmental
Coalition, the Colorado Mountain Club, and the Oil  and Gas Accountability Project.  The
forum was attended by numerous local  citizens,  representatives of  the oil  and  gas and
mining industries, and local government officials.  Brian Macke attended on behalf of the
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COGCC and participated in the afternoon panel discussion on state and local authorities
with respect to oil  and gas development.  Other attendees at the meeting included Stan
Dempsey  with  the  Colorado  Petroleum  Association,  who  participated  on  the  panel
discussion of oil and gas impacts, Ken Wonstolen and Craig Mies with the Colorado Oil and
Gas Association, and Grant Melvin with the Independent Petroleum Association of Mountain
States.  Moffat  County  Commissioner  T.  Wright  Dickinson,  who was also on  the panel
discussion  about  state  and  local  authorities,  demonstrated  effective  and  balanced
leadership  in  ensuring  that  all  sides  of  the  issues  were  represented  at  the  meeting. 
Attached is a newspaper article about the forum.

 
III.        NORTHEAST COLORADO
 
®         Adena J Unit Update

 
On February 9, 1998, the Commission adopted Order No. 1-75, which encouraged the use
of approximately 130 idle wells in the Adena J Unit located in Morgan County for enhanced
oil recovery.  There are an estimated 60 to 90 million barrels of residual oil in place in the
unit.  A pilot  to utilize a polymer  fluid  to recover  additional  oil  was started  in  2001.  A
marginal oil response has been observed, but only about 1% of the estimated oil in place
for the pilot area has been recovered.  Staff is working with the current operator, Babcock &
Brown to ensure mechanical integrity of the idle producing wells in the unit.
 
Order No. 1-75 also encouraged the use of some idle wells outside the Adena J Unit. The
operator has decided to plug these wells; 30 will be plugged by the end of 2003.
 

®         Ground Water Issues
Since 2000, COGCC staff has received complaints from eight landowners in Weld County
alleging “gas” in their domestic water wells from oil  and gas activities.  All  of these water
wells are completed in the Laramie/Fox Hills Aquifer.

 
A total  of  fifteen Laramie/Fox Hills domestic water wells and fourteen oil/gas wells have
been sampled.  One water well was found to have no gas at all and laboratory results for
the other four water wells have not been finalized.  Tests indicated the presence of biogenic
gas in four of the water wells, and thermogenic methane in six of the water wells.  Benzene,
toluene, ethyl benzene and xylenes (BTEX) were not detected in any of the water wells.

 
Biogenic gas occurs naturally in the Laramie/Fox Hills Aquifer; it is not a result of oil and
gas activity.  Although thermogenic gas is present in six of the water wells, the overall water
quality is typical of the Laramie/Fox Hills Aquifer and does not appear to have been
impacted by oil/gas wells.  The potential sources of the thermogenic gas in four of the six
impacted water wells have been identified.  Three oil/gas wells have been repaired and
additional mitigation measures have been implemented.  The investigation to identify the
potential source of the thermogenic gas in the other two impacted water wells continues.

 
IV.       SOUTHEAST COLORADO
 
®         Raton Basin Project

Water analysis data is being compiled and sent to Tony Gorody at Universal Geoscience
Consulting, Inc.  Mr. Gorody will evaluate the data, form conclusions and identify areas that
need further study and changes in sampling protocol.
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®         Las Animas County Public Forum

 
Approximately fifty people attended a public forum held on November 20, 2002 in Trinidad
to discuss issues concerning produced water from coalbed methane (“CBM”) wells.  The
event was moderated by Shane Henry, Department of Natural Resources’ Assistant Director
for Energy,  Land and Forestry.  The following spokespersons participated:  Director Rich
Griebling and COGCC staff Dave Dillon and Loren Avis, Dick Wolf and Glenn Graham of
the  Department  of  Water  Resources/State  Engineer’s  Office,  and  Chris  Gates  of  the
Colorado Department  of  Public  Health  and  Environment.  Spokespersons  reviewed  the
following 1) the geology of the Raton Basin, 2) CBM production and COGCC regulations, 3)
types  of  groundwater  water  quality,  4)  water  rights  and  ownership  of  water  rights,  5)
allowed  use of  CBM water  and  methods  of  disposal  of  CBM water,  and  responded  to
questions from the public.

 
V.        SOUTHWEST COLORADO
 
®         Oil and Gas Basics Conference

 
On November 6, 2002, the Oil and Gas Basics Conference was held at Ft. Lewis College to
educate people interested in oil  and gas who are unfamiliar with oil  and gas operations.
Commissioner  Tom Ann  Casey presented  the geology of  the San  Juan  Basin.  Former
Commissioner Mike Matheson discussed coalbed methane water and domestic water wells. 
COGCC Operations Manager, Morris Bell  presented an overview of Colorado oil  and gas
operations and pertinent regulations.  Attached is a newspaper article of interest.

      
®         La Plata Gas and Oil Regulatory Team (“GORT”) Meeting
 

The last GORT meeting was held at the La Plata County Fairgrounds on October 18, 2002.
Only  12 people were present  and  the meeting  lasted  1-1/2 hours.  The major  topic  of
discussion was industry’s concern for a uniform fire prevention policy for next year.
 
Adam Keller recently resigned as the LGD for La Plata County.  Once the position is filled,
another GORT meeting will be scheduled.
 

®         Record of Decision for Oil and Gas Development on Southern Ute Indian Reservation
 

The  BLM’s  Colorado  State  Director  and  Southwest  Regional  Director  have  approved
Alternative 3 – Enhanced Coalbed Methane Recovery (“ECBM”) as described in the Final
Environmental  Impact  Statement,  Oil  and Gas Development  on the Southern Ute Indian
Reservation (“FEIS”).  Alternative 3 is the BLM, Bureau of Indian Affairs, and the Southern
Ute Indian Tribe’s preferred Alternative.  This decision establishes a comprehensive oil and
gas development strategy and establishes the environmental protection measures that are
required of oil and gas management on the reservation.  Alternative 3 specifically allows the
drilling or recompleting of up to 70 injector wells for ECBM recovery and 636 production
wells (269 conventional and 367 CBM) and all  required support facilities on tribal surface
and/or mineral estate including access roads, pipelines and other mineral related facilities. 
An  estimated  1,306 acres of  surface disturbance may result  from this  development.  In
addition, the FEIS Alternative 3 determined that development on adjacent non-tribal  land
could result in the drilling of another 67 injector wells and 519 CBM wells within the area
studied.  A copy of the Final FEIS is on file in the COGCC Public Room.
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VI.       ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
 
®         EPA’s Draft Coalbed Methane Fracturing Report
 

Two years  ago the EPA began  an  extensive study  to determine if  there is  a threat  to
Underground  Sources of  Drinking  Water  (“USDW”)  from hydraulic  fracturing  of  coalbed
methane wells.  Based  on  the information  collected,  the draft  report  finds that  potential
threats to USDWs posed by hydraulic fracturing  of  CBM wells are very low and do not
justify additional study.
 
This study is the most thorough effort conducted to access impacts to public health as a
result of USDW contamination from hydraulic fracturing.  The EPA investigated all the major
CBM fields in the country.  Thousands of CBM wells are fractured annually and yet the EPA
did  not  find  any evidence that  CBM hydraulic fracturing  had  contaminated any drinking
water wells.

 
The EPA also evaluated the theoretical potential for hydraulic fracturing to impact drinking
water wells.  In some cases, constituents of concern are injected into USDWs during the
course of normal fracturing operations.  However, EPA’s determination is that the threat of
contamination of drinking water supplies is low because concentrations are diminished by
the ground water production aspect of coalbed methane development.  Studies have found
no observed breach of confining layers from hydraulically created fractures, consistent with
theoretical understanding of fracturing behavior.
 
In November of 2001, Morris Bell  served on a peer review group to provide comments on
the first draft report.  The EPA report contractor evaluated comments from the peer review
group and incorporated some of the comments into the latest draft.  COGCC staff  have
reviewed  the  latest  draft  of  the  EPA study  and  supplied  additional  comments.  These
comments are attached (page 1, page 2).

 
®         Quarterly WQCC/WQCD/COGCC Meeting

 
Future meetings of the Water Quality Control Commission, Water Quality Control Division,
and COGCC will be held on a semi-annual basis.  The last joint meeting was held on March
12,  2002.   The  next  meeting  will  be  scheduled  sometime  this  fall,  after  the  WQCD
Director’s position has been filled.

 
®         GWPC Meeting on Beneficial Uses of Produced Water
 

The GWPC held a meeting on October 16 and 17, 2002 in Colorado Springs titled “Making
Water Produced During Oil and Gas Operations a Managed Resource for Beneficial Uses”. 
The meeting was attended by approximately 150 participants, including representatives of
the  oil  and  gas  industry,  state  oil  and  gas  regulatory  agencies,  the  EPA,  and  the
environmental community.  Brian Macke presented the welcome address and served on a
state regulatory panel discussion about the current practices and challenges to beneficially
use produced water.  Also participating on the panel  was Dick Wolfe from the Colorado
Division  of  Water  Resources  (“CDWR”),  who provided  valuable information  about  water
rights as applied to the beneficial use of produced water in Colorado.  This was invaluable
in  helping  the audience to understand  the complex legal  and  regulatory  framework  in
Colorado for such use.  Dick Wolfe and Glenn Graham, also with the CDWR, presented a
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paper on the same topic during a later session in the meeting. 
 
VII.      ORGANIZATION
 
®         Staff Organization
 

The application  period  for  the NE Colorado Inspector  position  closed  on  November  27,
2002.  It is anticipated that the position will be filled by the end of the year.
 
Our current organization chart is attached.

 
VIII.     PLANNING/ADMINISTRATION/OTHER
 
®         Rulemaking for the December Hearing

           
A copy of the revised 11/20/2002 draft of proposed Rules and the statement of basis and
purpose for today’s hearing has been provided to the Commissioners.  An addendum to this
revision and Statement of Basis and Purpose have also been provided.  There are several
areas of clean up and clarification in the proposal, in addition to the changes proposed at
the September hearing.

 
  ®         NGPA Well Determinations

 
Operators must submit  FERC Form 121 and the COGCC Form along with  the required
materials  to  the  COGCC  for  processing  for  well  determinations.  FERC  Form  121  is
available in hard copy at the COGCC.  The COGCC form is available on the website by
clicking  on  “General” then “Natural  Gas Category Determination”.  Additional  information
available on the website includes a list of tight formation area designations and a list of all
previously approved well determinations provided by the FERC.  To date, 588 applications
have  been  filed  and  processed,  with  511  sent  to  FERC  recommending  approval.  A
regularly updated  listing  of  all  applications received and  their  status is available on  our
website  at  http://cogcc.state.co.us/general/NGPA/ngpa_determination.htm.  For  additional
information, contact Tricia Beaver at (303) 894-2100 x115 or tricia.beaver@state.co.us.

     
®         Penalties Status
 
            Attached is a revised table showing the status of penalties paid and penalties pending

collection. 
 
®         January Hearing Docket
 

A preliminary docket for the January 6 and 7, 2003 hearing has been provided.  Hearing
dockets are updated on the COGCC website by clicking on “Hearings”, then “2003 Hearing
Schedules, Dockets, Agendas and Minutes”.  Effective for the January hearing, the notices
will  now provided through an e-mail  to the general  public.  An e-mail  will  be sent out at
least 20 days prior to the hearing date which will include a link to the hearing notices and
applications.  This service replaces the general mailing in an effort to be more efficient and
reduce cost.  Anyone wishing to sign up for the e-mail notice may contact Audra Serlet at
(303) 894-2100 extension 114 for a form.
 
Effective with the July 2002 hearing docket, hearing applications may be viewed online by
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opening  the  docket,  then  by  clicking  on  the  Docket  Number.  Once  issued,  the  final
Commission  Order  will  be available  by  clicking  on  the  Cause Number  on  the  hearing
docket.

 
®         Data Processing and  Staff  Workload
 

The volume of data entry has increased significantly over the past year.  With the current oil
and gas prices, we are seeing an increase in drilling and completion activities.  Additionally,
the 1999 production reporting requirements significantly changed the number of lines of
data submitted.  In order to facilitate faster turnaround time of approvals and earlier data
access to submitted data, all  operators are being encouraged to submit their production
and levy reports electronically.  The COGCC is exploring ways to make forms available for
submission on the Internet so that all forms can be submitted electronically.
 
Production data is complete through 2000.  The 2001 data is the highest priority for the
production/levy section with about 25% of the data remaining to be processed.  The delay
in processing was due to a vacant position and the recent hiring freeze.  The position has
been filled and the backlog of reports is rapidly being worked through. 
 
Drilling permits are the highest priority of technical staff and will continue to be processed
within  the  timeframes  set  up  in  the  COGCC  Rules  and  Regulations.  Operators  are
encouraged to submit complete applications prior to end of the 30-day surface owner notice
period to ensure that permits may be approved and available at the end of the notification
holding period.  Other forms are processed in the order in which they are received.

 
¨                   Colorado Farm Bureau Annual Policy Meeting
 

The  COGCC provided  its  exhibit  display  at  the  annual  Colorado  Farm  Bureau  Policy
Meeting that was held at the Antlers Adams Mark hotel  on November 22-24, 2002.  The
exhibit display included a large map showing where all active and plugged wells are in the
state,  statistical  information  about  oil  and  gas in  Colorado,  photographs of  oil  and  gas
operations, and information about the COGCC website.  COGCC informational brochures
were available at the display, as well as a flyer that describes the COGCC role in payment
of proceeds.  The meeting was a good opportunity to provide information and outreach to
the over 300 people in attendance.

 
®         Rocky Mountain Association of Geologists (“RMAG”) Fair

 
The  COGCC  attended  the  RMAG  2002  Prospect  Fair  and  Technofest  at  the  Denver
Convention Center on November 11, 2002.  Thom Kerr, Information Manager and Jim Milne,
GIS  Administrator  demonstrated  COGCC  Internet  information  systems  using  a  laptop
computer and projector at the COGCC booth.  The booth was well attended, and several
questions about the COGCC Information Systems were answered.

 
®         Monthly Report of Operations - Form 7
 

Since January 1999 production reporting (Monthly Report of Operations, Form 7) has been
submitted  by well  by completed  zone.  This was a change from the previous format  of
reporting by lease where multiple formations and wells were reported as a single entity. 
 
Beginning in January 2002, all production reports are to be submitted either in hardcopy on
the new Form 7 (revision 10/22/01) or electronically. The new Form 7 can be identified by
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the four black squares on the corners of the form.  The squares are reference data blocks
which are utilized by a software package to optically resize the form to allow for computer
conversion of the data; this will  eliminate manual data entry of paper forms. The COGCC
website has these forms in a PDF format for downloading and printing.  The form is letter
size (8.5" x 11") and can be completed on a computer and then printed.  Adobe Systems,
Inc. sells Acrobat Approval (http://www.adobe.com/store/products/acrapproval.html) for $39. 
This application allows the data to be saved to a computer.
 
There are currently more than 80 operators reporting electronically, accounting for 80.6% of
the production reported in October 2000.  This is an increase of twenty operators, or 7.3%
of production reports, since June 2000.  This significantly reduces the manual data entry
volume.  Thank you to all of the operators who are reporting electronically.
 
Sharon  Tansey has been  distributing  an  Excel  spreadsheet  that  lays out  the electronic
format for the production report. Electronic submission may be made by e-mail attachment
to ogcc.eforms@state.co.us, or by mailing a 3.5-inch diskette or CD.  To assist operators in
understanding the new production reporting form, the codes used on the form, and the
data format for reporting electronically, a help document is available on the COGCC web
site  at  http://www.cogcc.state.co.us/forms.html  in  the  “instructions”  column.  Questions
should be directed to Sharon Tansey at (303) 894-2100 x128.
 
A production reporting application for Internet filing of the Monthly Report of Operations is
currently being tested and should soon be available as procedures and documentation are
finalized.
 

®         Conservation Levy-Form 8
 

The current Conservation Levy rate is set at eleven-tenths mill  ($0.0011) per dollar raised
from eight-tenths mill as of July 2002.  Beginning with the third quarter of 2001, Levy is filed
on a new form and reported by operator, rather than on a lease basis.  The new form and
the  electronic  reporting  format  are  available  for  download  from  the  web  at
http://cogcc.state.co.us/forms.html.   Please contact Sharon Tansey at (303) 894-2100 x128
with questions concerning new format requirements.
 

®         Colorado Oil and Gas Information System (“COGIS”)
 

The COGCC information system, COGIS, is made up of the database management system,
the Geographic Information System (“GIS”) and the document imaging system.  All of these
systems are available on the Internet and in the public room.
 
The database application consists of a form processor that stores entered data for review by
appropriate technical staff for quality control and compliance.  Data access is provided by
an  online query to view individual  records on  the computer  screen.  Reports are being
developed to provide access to multiple record data sets.
 
The GIS is  made up  of  two parts.  The plat  mapping  tool  spots  wells,  pits,  and  other
associated facilities.  The Internet available GIS tool is the AutoDesk Mapguide application
that displays statewide data including wells, pits, land ownership, spacing, surface water,
surface  geology,  municipalities,  roads,  etc.  AutoDesk  Mapguide  allows  for  zooming,
panning, printing and redirection to the database queries.
 
The document imaging system contains digital images of all paper records of the COGCC,
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including well logs and oversize hearing exhibits. 
 
The impact  of  these new systems substantially affects the processes that  COGCC staff
uses  to  complete  its  work.  Work  continues  on  program  fixes  (bugs),  training,
documentation,  and  modifications  to  the  workflow  to  fit  the  new  methods  of  data
processing.  As  these  issues  are  worked  through,  delays  in  form  approvals  and  data
distribution  experienced by COGCC customers should  be resolved.  Data migration  and
cleanup continues and although this will  be a long-term project,  the results will  be well
worth the effort.

 
®         New GIS TOOLS
 

New tools are available that expand the functionality of the GIS for the end user.  One tool
allows users to add points, lines, polygons, symbols and text to the viewed map.  The users
can then save their work to their hard disk and re-access it  later.  The other tool  allows
users to select exactly which layers they wish to view on the selected map area.  They can
then save that  setup  on their hard  disk and call  it  up later with  the same settings.  An
example of how this could be used is to send the setup file to a partner with the selected
layers and notes.  The partner could then go to the COGCC website, use the map tools to
load the new setup file and view the other partner’s work.  These tools are new; please
report any problems to Jim Milne at james.milne@state.co.us or 303-894-2100 x117 so they
can be corrected.

 
®         Imaging
 

All  of  the COGCC paper records (wells,  pits,  hearings,  and  operators) are available for
review on the Internet.  Hearing files may be selected from the imaging page by inputting
the order number, i.e. 112-2, in the “Cause Number” field. The best way to navigate to other
records is  through  the database queries  for  wells,  pits,  and  operators;  navigate to the
facility scout card, then select the “doc” icon. 

 
The division’s open hole well  log  electronic imaging project  approved for the fiscal  year
2000/2001 budget is completed.  The goal of this project was to image all of the historically
submitted well logs.  A total of 100,707 well logs have been scanned.
 
Internet  viewing  and  printing  of  the logs follows the procedure outlined  in  the “Printing
Logs” link on the help page.  Additional information will be added to the document as we
gain experience.  Viewing the logs is very memory intensive; it is best to save the document
to your hard disk and then open it later. Even with the performance gains achieved in the
last few months, the well log files download slowly because of their large size.

 
®         COGCC on the Internet
 

The  COGCC  homepage  has  a  new  design  that  provides  improved  navigation  and
information organization.  We hope that the changes have not caused any inconvenience. 
We will  continue to make changes so that the site is more functional  and intuitive in  its
accessibility.

 
The comments we receive are encouraging and continue to deliver the message that we are
on the right track in providing our customers with the right product. 
 

®         Image Indexing and Data Cleanup
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The goal of Image Indexing is to go through all imaged documents to input the name and
receipt date for easy selection of a desired document image.  This will greatly enhance the
functionality and decrease the time needed to select any document image.  Over 63,000
well  files have been fully indexed and rescanned where necessary.  The project is being
completed; if you run into a well file that has not been indexed please let us know.
 
The goal of Data Cleanup is to review well file records to verify and update all records in the
new database supplying information that was not migrated or available in the old database
system.  The project is fully staffed with four people editing and reviewing records.  Due to
intensive  training  and  increasing  comfort  with  the  data  and  the  software  application,
productivity levels have begun to increase with over 7,500 wells reviewed and updated.

 
®         Local Government Information

 
Letters  (approximately  300)  were sent  in  August,  2001 to all  Colorado counties,  cities,
towns, municipalities and special districts advising them of the site, along with a new Local
Governmental  Designee form for those local  governments who wish to participate under
Rule 214.  To date, 118 forms (43 counties and 75 cities) have been returned with 103 (42
counties and 61 cities) wishing to participate as Local Governmental Designees.  To access
the local government information, go to the COGCC website and click on the “Local Gov”
button.  At  the Local  Government  Search  screen,  a local  government  name or  a legal
description may be entered and searched for approved permits, pending permits, operator
changes and plugged wells within that governmental area.  In addition, statewide searches
for the same information may be conducted from this screen. 

 

VIIII.    VARIANCES
 
ChevronTexaco was granted a Rule 502.b. variance for a six-month time extension to the
monitoring and reporting requirements established by Order No. 112-161 for their Wheeler
12-4U Well.  This is a Fruitland coal well  in the SE¼ NE¼ of Section 12U, Township 34
North, Range 10 West that was originally permitted by Texaco Exploration & Production. 
This variance was requested due to delays in field activities that were necessary because of
the forest  fires  and  extreme drought  conditions  that  existed  this  summer  and  fall,  and
because of administrative complications that resulted from the merger.
 

TO: COGCC Commissioners http://cogcc.state.co.us/Staff_Reports/2002/12-02-02.htm

10 of 10 12/1/2010 11:42 AM
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Docket
No.

(Notice) Cause

Applicant/Attorney
or Representative

(Application)
Date
Rec'd

Field
Formation

County Matter
Remarks

(Order)

0301-SP-01 491
Matagorda Production Co./     
Peter J. Wall 11/19/2002

Fortification Creek
Mesa Verde

Moffat

Request for an order to extend the Fortification Creek Field to
include the Additional Lands in Township 8, Range 91 West
and 92 West, 6th P.M. and to establish 320-acre drililng and
spacing units for these lands for the production of gas and
associated liquid hydrocarbons from the Mesaverde
Formation.  Order No. 491-2

0301-SP-02 517

Robert L. Bayless, Producer
LLC/                                          
William G. Odell 11/19/2002

Lorencito 
Vermejo Coal 

Las Animas

Request for an order to establish 160-acre drilling and spacing
units for the NW 1/4 of Section 7, Township 34 South, Range
65 West, 6th P.M. and the SE 1/4 of Section 1 and the NE 1/4
of Section 12, Township 34 South, Range 66 West, 6th P.M. Order No. 517-9

0212-GA-09 1

Monument Gas Marketing,
Inc./                                           
Randy Campbell 10/24/2002 Kiowa  Motion to Reconsider Order No. 1V-238. Order No. 1-100

0212-GA-10 1 Fire Truck Northwestern, Inc. 10/28/2002
Grand Valley 

Garfield

Request to bring Williams Production RMT before the
Commission to determine why payment of proceeds have not
been made on several wells in the S1/2 of Section 1 and the
N1/2 of Section 12, both of Township 7 South, Range 96
West, 6th P.M.

Withdrawn, hearing
cancelled

0210-UP-07 112
Chevron USA,  Inc/          
William Keefe 9/9/2002

Ignacio-Blanco
Fruitland Coal

La Plata 

Request for an order to pool all non-consenting owners in the
N1/2 of Section 8U and Lots 1, 2, 3, & 4 of Section 5U,
Township 34 North, Range 9 West,  N.M.P.M. for the drilling of
the Koshak BA-A well.

Withdrawn, hearing
cancelled
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