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From 1994 to 2003, Colorado’s average annual employment grew by 21.8%,
yet the number of lost-time claims filed has dropped by 21.2%.




INTRODUCTION

The Division of Workers' Compensation prepared this report to provide information on work-related injuries, occupa-
tional illnesses, and fatalities that occurred in Colorado during calendar year 2003.1 It will help to answer some of the
most frequently asked questions about work-related injuries.

Lost-time claims?, claims with a permanent disability rating and denied claims are included.3 A lost-time claim is one
in which the worker misses more than three days or three shifts of work because of the work-related injury or illness.
The Division generally tracks only claims involving lost-time.

The information in this report is derived from documents filed by the employer, worker, or the dependents of a
deceased worker for an injury, illness, or fatality that occurred during calendar year 2003. This does not mean that the
claim was filed in 2003. There is a lag in the reporting of some claims. Generally, about 80% of claims are filed in the
year in which the injury, illness, or fatality occurs. The remaining 20% of the claims are filed over the next several
years. Most of these are filed in the year immediately following the year of injury. Of the 28,752 lost-time claims
included in this report, approximately 82% were filed in 2003. The remaining 18% were filed through December 28,
2004, the closing date of the database for this report.

The characteristics of the injury or illness are derived from the first report of injury filed by the employer or worker,
and in most cases is not based on a medical diagnosis.

The filing of a claim is the first step in a process that generally results in an admission or denial by the insurance carrier
or self-insured employer that the worker's injury, illness or fatality is work-related.#-> If the claim is admitted, medical
care is paid by the carrier or the self-insured employer. The worker also receives compensation benefits to partially
replace the wages that would have otherwise been lost because of the disabling injury or illness. In other cases, the
claim may be denied by the insurer or self-insured employer on the grounds that the injury, illness, or fatality is not
work-related. Claims involving a dispute over whether or not the injury, illness or fatality is work related may end up
in a hearing.

This year's report includes new tables with longitudinal data. Trends in the number of claims received and lost-time
claims filed for injuries and fatalities, the number and rate of injuries by part of body, nature of injury, and cause of
injury, and settlements, are available for 1994-2003. Additionally, this year's report incorporates new methods of analy-
sis to allow a more meaningful interpretation of gender data. In Section VI, rates of injuries (by gender) compared to
employment (by gender) have been calculated.

Information about the development and use of the North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) can be
found at website of the U.S. Census Bureau, http://www.census.gov/epcd/www/naics.html.

1 The only exception to this statement is the information on hearings reported in Tables 29 and 30 and the information on settlements reported in Tables 31 and 32.
The hearing data are based on applications received, hearings held, or orders issued in 2003, regardless of the date of injury. Settlement information is based on
claims that were settled during calendar year 2003. However, the claim itself may have initially been filed in 2003 or a prior year.

2 The Division receives some reports on claims that involve only medical benefits. In such claims, the worker receives medical care but does not lose more than
three days or three shifts of work. Because the "med-only" claims that are filed with the Division are neither representative nor a complete count of all claims of this

type, information on indisputably "med-only" claims is, as it has been in previous years, excluded from this report.

3 Information on the reason for a denial is no longer collected with implementation of Electronic Data Interchange (EDI). Therefore, some tables from prior years
with denial data do not appear in this report.

4 The statistics reported in sections I through VII, Tables 21-26 and Table 28 refer to claims filed, without regard to whether the claims were admitted or denied.

5 The source of the codes for part of body, nature of injury, and cause of injury, in Tables 3-8, 11, 12, 21 and 22, is the National Council on Compensation
Insurance, Inc., 901 Peninsula Corporate Circle, Boca Raton, FL 33487.




Section I Overview

Table 1

Lost-Time and Fatal Claims Compared to Employment, by County

Date of Injury-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

Percent of

Average Lost-Time Employment Number

Annual Percent of Claims Filing Lost- of Fatal
County Employment!-2 Employment Count3 Percent Time Claims Claims
Adams 139,987 .6 1,920 6.7 1.4 7
Alamosa 7683 0.4 136 0.4 ] 1
Arapahoe 270,461 12.8 2,380 83 ng 5
Archuleta 3193 0.2 al 0.z 19 0
Baca 1,233 0.1 16 0.1 13 0
Bent 1,312 0.1 24 0.1 1.2 0
Boulder 150,580 7.1 1,456 51 1.0 3
Broomfield 25,852 12 123 0.4 0.5 0
Chaffes f,328 0.3 82 0.3 13 2
Cheyetite 754 * Q * 1.2 0
Cleat Creek 3068 0.1 34 0.1 1.1 1
Conejos 1,453 0.1 33 0.1 23 2
Costilla 213 * 17 0.1 2.1 0
Crowley 1,033 * 10 * 1.0 0
Custer 954 * 18 0.1 19 0
Dielta 7698 0.4 145 0.5 19 2
Dlerrver 415,692 201 5,556 19.3 13 14
Diolotes 447 * 7 * 1.6 0
Diouglas 5,000 31 f7o 24 1.0 1
Eagle 26,842 13 4al 16 1.7 2
Elbert 3,506 0.2 42 0.1 12 0
ElFaso 233,505 11.0 2,977 10.4 1.3 10
Fremont 12,995 0.6 270 ng 2.1 0
Farfield 20,055 0g 364 13 1.8 3
Cilpin 5,314 0.3 125 04 14 0
Cratud f,264 0.3 131 0.5 1.9 2
Cutinizon 7,266 0.3 139 0.5 19 0
Hingdale 287 * 5 * 1.7 0
Huetfano 2,007 0.1 20 0.1 1.4 0
Jackson 579 * 14 * 24 0
Jefferson 203,155 ] 2,158 75 1.1 8
Kiowa 402 * 13 * 32 0
Kit Carson 2,850 0.1 49 0.2 1.7 1
Lake 1,923 0.1 32 0.1 1.7 0
LaPlata 21,904 10 350 12 ] 0
Latitner 120,046 57 1,447 50 12 2
Las Anitnas 5,355 0.3 124 04 23 1
Lincoltn 2,144 0.1 22 0.1 1.0 0
Logan 8,424 0.4 123 0.4 1.5 1




Table 1 (Continued)

Lost-Time and Fatal Claims Compared to Employment, by County

Date of Injury-Calendar Year 2003

State of Colorado

Percent of

Section I Overview

Average Lost-Time Employment Number

Annual Percent of Claims Filing Lost-  of Fatal
County Employment!2 Employment Count? Percent Time Claims Claims
Iesa 54,287 2.5 1,049 38 20 2
Iiteral 472 * 14 * 30 0
I offat 4 689 0.z 85 0.3 13 1
I ontemama 2,210 0.4 122 0.4 14 1]
Iontrose 13,425 0.4 411 0.7 16 1
Iorgan 11,369 0.5 249 ng 232 3
Diero f,932 0.3 54 03 14 o
Charay 1,393 0.1 20 0.1 14 0
Patk 1,990 0.1 40 0.1 20 0
Plullipns 1,625 0.1 38 0.1 23 0
Pitkin 15,506 0.7 236 0.3 1.5 1
Prowers 5,500 n3 114 04 20 1
Pueblo 33,534 2.5 831 3.0 16 &
Fio Blanco 2,690 0.1 41 0.1 1.5 o
Rio Grande 4,459 0.2 101 0.4 23 1
Routt 13,339 0.4 199 0.7 1.5 0
Saguache 1,630 0.1 13 * 0g 0
San Juan 315 * 7 * 22 0
San Miguel 4533 0.z 8 0.3 19 0
Aedgwrick 832 * 12 * 14 1]
Sammit 17,703 0.E 21 ng 1.5 3
Teller 6,275 0.3 a4 03 13 o
Washington 1,140 0.1 28 0.1 2.5 1
Weld 74,650 34 1,164 4.0 16 2
Funa 3,650 0.2 83 0.3 23 0
Other’ 12,862 06 1,929 6.9 155 3
Totals 2,117,775 100949 28,752 10004 ** n'a 03
Percent Overall 1.4%p
MNotes:

* Vahie 15 less than 05%.

4+ Cohiun does not sam to 10049 dus to rounding.

1 Scurvce: Colorado Department of Labor and Employment, Labor Market Information, QCEW (ES-202), Colorade Emplayment
and Wages: Average Annual Fmployment 2003 An employed person is 18 wears and over mn the civilian nomnstitutional popualation

who, during the reference week, [a) did any wozk at all, and, (b] who were not working bat were temmporarly absent.

2 Statewnde total on QCEW (ES-202) differs due to rounding,
3 Fatal claims are inchided in the count of lost-time claims.
4 "Orther" mehdes place unknowm, overseas, out of state and missing data.



Section I Overview

Table 2

Claims Received and Lost-Time Claims Filed: 1984-2003

State of Colorado

Number of Number of Lost-Time
Calendar Year Claims Received! Claims Filed??3
1984 44 479 46,018
1985 46,248 46,702
1586 44033 44 B35
1987 44,150 44 362
1588 43,602 43344
15809 45,403 44 AF7F
1550 42 448 43304
1591 43,026 38427
1552 43 258 35,588
1993 43018 34,6035
1954 44 257 36,487
19935 43 242 34581
1996 41 767 34724
1597 37.470 34,063
159 39944 3344
1554 39,970 32,706
2000 40,319 33,520
2001 39,900 31,204
2002 38,353 30,607
2003 35,739 28752

Notes:

1 " Claims received" refers to claims that were filed wath the Division of Workers® Compensation during a given calendar year, without
regard to the date of the injury of the clam. Estimates for 1924-1990 are derived from the count of clam mumbers assigned in Denwver
and Grand fanction. For 1991-2003, the counts are derived from a computer report, Feport 874, New Claims Fecerved.

2 The counts in thus cobuun arve based on claine with a date of injury in the respective calendar year, and are derived from the
arrmal doamload of DOWE data, In Colorado, the lawr requives that any clam mwolving lost-time wmst be filed with the Division of Workers'
Compensation. & lost-time claim is one m which the worker misses more than three shifts or three days of work becanse of awork-related
mmry or illness. On the other hand, a very inuted set of "medical-only” claims, such as those involving permanency, nmst be filed with
the Division. For a varety of reasons carrers and self-insared employers file abroader range of medical-only claims.

3 The apparent decrease in the mumber of lost-time claims filed betaeen 19234 and 2003 15 due, at least in part, to changes in the struchare of
the datahase. Before 1991, it 15 not possible to distinguish betaeen "lost-time" and "medical-only" clams. Therefore, the totals of lost-tume
claims showm for 1984 through 1990 undeubtedly contain some medical-only clams. Heearewer, there is no way of estimating the mowber.
Starting m 1991, changes in the database make it possible to distinguish betareen "lost-time" and "medical-only” clams. Therefore, the total
claims reported m this cohinn for the years 1921 through 2003 are "lost-time" claims only.
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Section Il Part of Body

Table 3

Rank-Order Distribution of Lost-Time Claims by Part of Body

Date of Injury-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

Part of Body Count Percent
Upper Bxtremdties 9,095 316
Trunk 909 24.0
Lowret Extremities 5,200 205
Ilultiple Body Parts 2,655 o3
Head 1,469 51
Neck 583 20
Hon-Classifiable’ 2142 7.4
Totals 28,752 100%%*
MNotes:

* Column does not sum to 100% due to rounding.
1 This category mehades the 93 fatal cases, nussing and no physical mpry case.



Section II Part of Body

Figure 4

Percent Distribution of Lost-Time Claims By Part of Body

Head
5.1%
™
& Neck
= 2.0%
Upper Extremities
—
31.6%
A Trunk
24.0%
Lower Extremities
20.5%
Multiple Body Parts Nonclassifiable

9.2% 7.4%
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Section Il Part of Body

Table 4

Distribution of Lost-Time Claims by Part of Body (Detail)

Date of Injury-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

Part of Body Count Percent
HEAD
Multiple Head Iﬂjm}rl 282 10
Slaall 275 10
Brain a3 0.3
Eatl's) (Includes Hearing) 165 0.6
Exe(s) 262 ne
Hose T 03
Teeth 33 0.1
M outh 39 0.1
Soft Tissue 205 0.7
Farial Bones (Includes Jaw) i 02
Aeebfotal I 469 20
NECK
Maltiple Heck Injurg.r2 124 0.5
Heck Vertebrae a0 03
Heck Dise 39 0.1
(Meck) Spital Cord 11 *
Lt 5] *
Heck Boft Tissue (Other than Laryree or Trachea) 310 1.1
Trachea 4 *
Subfotal 583 2.0
UPPER EXTREMITIES
Multiple Upper Extremities” 224 3l
Upper Arms) (Excludes Clavicle & Scapula) 311 R
Elbow 535 19
Lower &rm S0 20
Wirist (Carpals & Corresponding Muscles) 1,342 4.6
Hand (Excludes Wiist & Fingers) 1,140 4.0
Finget(s) (Other than Thumb) 1,374 4.8
Thumb 478 17
cShoulders) (Includes Clavicle & Scapula) 2,060 72
Wrist(s) & Hand(s) 209 0.7
Aubfotal 2,095 ila
TRINK
ultiple Trunk® 429 1.5
Upper Back Area(Thoraric) 268 ne
Lower Back Area (Lumbar & Lumbo-Jacral) 4282 149
Dizc 25 0.3
Chest (Tncludes Ribs, Sternum & Joft Tizzue) 393 14
Sacram & Coceyx 54 02

Pelwis 57 02

11



Table 4 (Continued)

Section Il Part of Body

Distribution of Lost-Time Claims by Part Of Body (Detail)

Date of Injury-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

Part of Body Count Percent
TRUNE ( Continued)
Spinal Cord 3 *
Internal Organs (Other than Heart & Lungs) 150 0.5
Heatt A9 0.2
Lungs 162 0.6
Abdomen (Tneludes Groim) 278 31
Buttocks ( Soft Tissue) 48 0z
Lumbar and/or Sacral Vertebrae 18 0.1
Subfotal 5,209 24.10
LOWER EXTREMITIES
LIultiple Lower Extremitie g 278 10
Hip 266 09
UpperLeg 162 0.6
Knee 2,776 o7
LowetLeg 460 16
Ankle 1,068 3.7
Foot/Feet (Excludes Anlde or Toes) T 27
Toe(s) 20 0z
Great Toe 45 0z
Subfotal 5899 205
MULTIPLE BODY PARTS
Artificial Appliance (Braces, Etc)) 2 *
Lultiple Body Parts 2,360 8.2
Body Systems & Multiple Body Systems 203 10
Subfotal 2,655 2.2
NONCLASSIFIABLE
Tnelassified - Insufficient Information 1,718 &0
No Physical Injury (MWental Disorder) 33 12
Dieath 93 0.3
Suwbfotal 2,142 7
TOTALS 28,752 1009¢**
MNotes:

*  Walue 15 less than 05%.
*#+ Cobonn does not aum to 100%: due to rounding.

1 Any combination of brain, scalp, skall, wathiouat ears, eves, nose, mouth, teeth, face, or neck. Also, Head-Hot Otheradse Classified.
2 Any combination of vertebrae, disc, spinal cord, or soft tissue m neck. Ao, Heck-Hot Cthersnse Classified.

3 Any combmation of arm, elbow, or fingers. Also, Arm-Hot Otherense Classified.

4 Any combination of lup, sbdomen, chest, back, and shoulder, Alsa, Trandk-Not Otheraise Classified.
5 Any combination of leg, lup, thigh, knee, ankle, foot and toe. Alsa, Leg-Not Otheranse Classified.

12



Section II Part of Body
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Section I1I Nature of Injury

Table 5

Rank-Order Distribution of Lost-Time Claims by Nature of Injury

Date of Injury-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

Nature of Injury Count Percent
Strain, Sprain 10,210 3T H
Coftusion, Crashing 2946 12
Laceration, Punicture 1,731 a0
Fracture 1,673 5B
Multiple Physical Injuries Only T 7
Inflatrunation 694 2.4
Cumlative Injury, NOC! 460 16
Hernia 321 13

Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 302 1.1

Idental StressDdental Disorder 241 02

Other* 2,338 90

&1 Other 3pecific Injuries, Hoc! 5,897 205

Totals 28,752 100%p*

MNotes:

* Cobuan does not som to 100%: due to rounding.

1 Mot Otheraise Classified.

2 "Other" inchides those categories i Table &, with counts less than 1% of total, not already counted in other
categories here, Even though "Mental Stress/Mlental Disorder” 15 less than 1% of the total, it 15 reported
separately becanse of the Legislature's past interest in these inparies.

Strains and sprains are almost 38% of lost-time claims filed.
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Section 111 Nature of Injury

Ainfuj jo ainyeN

G 9|qe] :924n0g

Q
O o
/W,O p .//,VQ O/JVA/@
i &/ O%\O $)] Q
o & N & o° o ¢
oo%VG ék/@ & %@/O @o@ @«@0 &?0
S & & N S D &S
@/M O/ /vf@ A// /vv@ /%/' > &
%o o & R SN %ﬁ ~ Om@ o@,,v S & &
¥ N X s >
° & & & & S N W > > ® N
_— | | | i
80 1L el ol . .
&4 x4 |
8'G 09
66 zZolL
g'0¢
9.8 |

Ainluj jJo ainjeN Aq swie|) awi]-}s07 Jo uonnquysiq Juadiad "/ ainbi4

01

Sl

0T

94

0¢

SE

oy

juadiad

16



Section I1I Nature of Injury

Table 6

Distribution of Lost-Time Claims by Nature of Injury (Detail)

Date of Injury-Calendar Year 2003

State of Colorado

Nature of Injury Count Percent

SPECIFIC INJURY
Mo Physical Injury 176 0.6
Amputation 110 04
Angina Pectoris 17 0.1
& sphrmriation 10 *
Burn 245 ng
Concussion 93 03
Contusion 2768 94
Crushing 178 0.6
Diglocation 267 0o
Electric Zhock 21 0.1
Ermacleation 3 *
Foreign Body 121 04
Fracture 1,673 5B
Freezing 23 0.1
Hearing Loss or Impairment (Traumatic Ondy) 55 0z
Heat Prostration 15 0.1
Hernia 381 13
Infection 7 03
Inflatnnation a4 24
Laceration 1,300 45
Mryocardial Infarction (Heatt Attack) 56 0.2
Poisoning-General 21 0.1
Puncture 431 1.5
Fupture 43 0.1
Severatice 41 0.1
Sprain 1,410 49
Strain 9,400 327
Syncope (Bwooning, Fainting 142 0.3
Wagcular 11 *
WVision Loss 3 *
A1 Other Specific Injuries, HoC! 5,207 0.5
Subfotal 25,6582 9.3
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Table 6 (Continued)

Section I1I Nature of Injury

Distribution of Lost-Time Claims by Nature of Injury (Detail)

Date of Injury-Calendar Year 2003

State of Colorado

Nature of Injury Count Percent
OCCTUPATIONAL DISEASE OR CUMULATIVE INJURY
Dust Disease, NOC! 7 *
& ghestosis 7 *
Black Lung 2 *
Ailicosis 1 *
Respiratory (Fumes) 114 0.4
Poizoning (Chemical) 12 *
Dermatitis ] 0.3
Mental Disorder 10 *
Radiation 2 *
&1 Other Oecupational Disease Injury, Noc! 131 0.5
Loss of Heating (Cunndlative Circumstatices) a3 0.z
Contagious Disease 117 0.4
Caticer 2 *
Wideo Display Terminal (VDT)-Related Disease 1 *
Mental Stress 231 0.2
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 302 1.1
A1 Other Camulative Injuties, noc! a0 1é
Subfotal 1,557 5.4
MULTIPLE INJURIES
Multiple Plysical Injuries Only 7T 27
Multiple Physical and Peychological Injuties lé 0.1
All Other Injuries, NOC! 3 *
Aubfotal 795 2.8
MISSING
Misging 715 2.5
Subfotal J15 2.5
TOTALS 28,752 10094 **
Motes:

* Wahie 15 less than 05%.
## Cohimn does not som to 100%5 dae to vounding.
1 Mot Otherase Classified.
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Section III Nature of Injury
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Section IV Cause of Injury

Table 7

Rank-Order Distribution of Lost-Time Claims by Cause of Injury

Date of Injury-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

Cause of Injury Count Percent
Strained or Injured By 10,280 358
Fell or Blipped 5,320 18.5
atrack ot Injured By 2,178 T4
Cut, Punctured, or Scraped By 1,181 41
Motor Wehicle 975 34
atrack & gainst or Stepped On 64 7
Caught It or Between 703 2.5
Burned or Scalded-Heat or Cold Exposure 313 1.1
Rubbed or Abraded By 23 0.3
Lliscellane ous, HOCT 6,051 242
Totals 28,752 100%% *
Notes:

* Cohunn does not sum to 100% due to rounding.
1 Mot otheranse classified; See Table B for detals.

Motor vehicle accidents are the cause of injury in 3.4% of claims.
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Section IV Cause of Injury

Ainfuj jo asne)

/ 8|qe] :891nog

IV
& 0 <)
o & $° < $© <2 ® &
//@ © 0@ A :%uﬁ/ > oY > 0@
o Q o S A N S © @ S
e o % $ & $ S > © >
N & { & o & o ¢ S &
%) O
OO G - O@@ ~¥ @ﬁu/ : P G2 P x/&o
[ | 0
€0 .
L7l
G'¢c 12
7€
7 g
9/
ol
Gl
g8l 0z
Ve 14
(0]
G¢
8'6¢
- 0V

Ainluj Jo asneq Aq swie|9 awi]-}SOT 4O uonNquysiqg Juaaiad "0} ainbi4

Juadiad

22



Section 1V Cause of Injury

Table 8
Distribution of Lost-Time Claims by Cause of Injury (Detail)

Date of Injury-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

Cause of Injury Count Percent
STRAINED ox INJURED BY
Continual Moise 46 0z
Twisting 207 22
Jumping 06 0z
Holding or Catrying 437 1.5
Lifting 3121 0.3
Pushing or Pulling 206 3l
Feraching 260 ne
Using Tool or Machine 2592 1.0
Strain of Injury by, Noc! 3081 10.7
Wielding or Throwing 22 0.1
Repetitive Motion-Carpal Tunnel Syndrome 1,232 43
Aubfotal 10280 358
FELL or SLIPPED
From a Different Level (Elevatiom)-Off Wall, Catwalk, Bridge 631 22
From aLadder or Scaffolding 407 17
From Liguid or Greaze Spills 436 17
Into Openings-Shafts, Excavations, Floor Openings, Ete. 115 0.4
Ondame Level S05 3l
Slipped, Did Mot Fall 278 10
Fall, 3lip, Trip, Noc! 1,177 4.1
Onlee or Snow 835 29
O Stairs 396 14
Subfotal 5320 185
STRUCK or INJURED BY
Fellow VW orker, Patient 200 11
Fallitnz or Flying Ohject 643 22
Hand Tool or Machine in Tse g8 03
Mlotor Vehicle 145 0.5
Mowing Parts of Machine 73 03
Ohiject Being Lifted ot Handled 220 1.0
Ohject Handled by Others 106 04
atnack or Injured, HOC - Includes Ficked, Stabbed, Bit, Etc. 339 12
Anitmal or Ingect 159 07
Explosion or Flare Back ] *
Subtotal 2,178 G




Section IV Cause of Injury

Table 8 (Continued)
Distribution of Lost-Time Claims by Cause of Injury (Detail)

Date of Injury-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

Cause of Injury Count Percent

CUT, PUNCTURED, or SCRAPED BY

Broken Glass 6 0z
Hand Tool or Utensil: Hot Powered 235 02
Ohject Being Lifted or Handled 206 07
FPowered Hand Tool, Appliatice 234 0.3
Cut, Puncture, Serape, Hoe! 440 1.5
Subfotal 1,181 4.1
MOTOR YEHICLE
Crash of Water Vehicle 1 *
Cragh of Rail Vehicle 2 *
Collizion or Bideswipe with Another Vehicle 361 20
Collizion with a Fived Object-Wehicle or Object 35 0.1
Crash of Airplane 7 *
Vehicle Upset-Overturned or Jacklmnife d 124 0.4
Motor Vehicle, NOC! 243 0.8
Subfotal 273 34
STRUCKE AGAINST or STEPPED ON *
MWoving Parts of Machine 23 0.1
Object Being Lifted or Handled 73 0.3
Sanding, Scoraping, Cleaning Cwerations ] *
Stationary Ohject 382 1.3
Stepping on Sharp Ohject 5] 0z
Striking A gainst or Steppitng O, Hoc! 218 0.8
ASubfotal Fod 2.7
CAUGHT IV ox BETWEEN
Machine or Machinery 187 07
Cbject Handled 193 0.7
Caught In o Between, NOC! 325 1.1
Collapzing Materials (Slides of Earth)-Ilan-made or Hatural 4 *
Subfotal J04 2.5
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Section 1V Cause of Injury

Table 8 (Continued)
Distribution of Lost-Time Claims by Cause of Injury (Detail)

Date of Injury-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

Cause of Injury Count Percent
BURNED or SCALDED-HEAT or COLD EXPOSURE
Chemicals 30 0.1
Hot Objects or Substances da 0.2
Temperature Extremes 13 *
Fire or Flame 23 Nl
Steam or Hot Fluids 71 nz
Dhast, Gases, Fumes of Vapors 12 0.1
Welding Operations o *
Radiation 10 *
Contact with, NOC! 33 0.1
Cold Objects of Substances 19 0.1
Abnormal Adr Pressure 2 *
Contact with Electric Current 28 nl
Subtotal 713 i1
RUBBED or ABRADED BY
Repetitive IMotion-Callous, Blister, Ete. 73 03
Fubbed or Abraded, Hoo! 10 *
Subfotal &3 03
MISCELLANEQUS
Absorption Ingestion, Inhalation, Hoc! a7 1.0
Foreign Matter (Body) in Eye(s) 121 0.4
Personin Act of a Crime-Robbery or Critnitial & sgault 150 0.5
Other than Phygical Canze of Injury 249 0o
Cumulative, HOC Al Other A7 24
Cther-hlizcellaneous, woct 5,473 190
Subtotal 6957 242
TOTALS 28,752 100%a **
MNotes:

* Wahie 15 less than 0529,
## Cohumn does not sum to 100% due to rounding.
1 Mot Otheranse Classified.



Section IV Cause of Injury

Lifting causes strain or injury in the greatest number of claims.

The percentage of claims for strains has remained fairly constant over the past ten years,
while the rate of claims for strains has declined.

Fiv Fiv i Y Y Y Y Y Y P
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Section IV Cause of Injury
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Section IV Cause of Injury
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Section V North American Industry
Classification System (NAICS)

Table 9

North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) Sectors
by Lost-Time and Fatal Claims Compared to Employment

Date of Injury-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

Percent
Employed in

NAICS Sectors! Employment? in Sector Count Percent  Claims
& griculture, Forestry, Fishing & Hunting 14093 07 30z 1.1 21
Miting 13,109 06 344 12 286
TTtilities 7871 0.4 162 0.6 2.1
Constraction 149 923 7.1 3191 111 2.1
Marufacturing 156,048 7.4 21509 T3 13
Wieholesale Trade 032352 4.4 1,363 47 15
Fetail Trade 230 220 113 2077 107 13
Transportation & Warehousing 0,611 29 1,987 5.9 33
Information 24 257 40 427 17 0e
Finance & Insurance 103,065 449 407 14 n4
Feal Estate, Rental & Leasing 45,202 22 ila 12 1.1
Frofessional & Technical Services 139 33A (il 230 1% 04
Management of Companies & Enterprises 20,206 1.0 22 0z 03
A dministrative & Waste Services 127 a19 .0 1,763 Al 1.4
Educational 3etvices 22452 1.1 1,290 4.5 537
Health Care & Social Assistance 188,101 09 2,424 24 13
Arts, Entertainment & Fecreation 30972 19 a6 23 17
Accommodation & Food Services 205,038 a7 1,511 33 07
Other Bervices, Except Public A dministration a5,095 3.1 al7 21 na
Public & dministration 341,050 la.1 2,813 9.1 g
Other* 150 on 3,358 117 nfa

Totals 2,117,771 10099+ 28,752 100 % na

Percent of Total Employed 1.4%0

Notes:

* Cobumn does not som to 100% due to rounding.

1 Scurce: Office of Management and Budgzet, Morth American mduspy Classificafion System, Ungted Shates, 2002,

2 Source: Coloradn Department of Labor and Employment, Labor Market Information, QCEW (ES-202), Colorads Prmplayment and Wages: Annual
Hverage 2003 . Statewdde total on QUEW (ES-202) differs due to rounding. An employed person is 18 years or over in the civilian noninstitutional
who, during the reference week, (a) d1d any work at all; and, (b) wheo were not working bat were temporanly absent.

3 Fatal claims are inchided i count of lost-time clatms.

4 "Other" mchides nonclassified establishments and invalid HATCS codes.

While 7.1% of the work force is employed in construction,

11.1% of the lost-time claims are filed by construction workers.
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Section V North American Industry

Classification System (NAICS)
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Section V North American Industry
Classification System (NAICS)

Table 10

Distribution of Lost-Time Claims by
North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) Sub-Sectors

Date of Injury-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

NAICS Sub-Sectors! Count Percent
AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY, FISHING AND HUNTING

111 ZCrop Production 103 04
114 Amitmal Production 139 0.4
115 &Agriculture & Forestry Support Activities 37 01
Subtotal @ 299 1.0
MINING

211 Oil & Gras Extraction 38 0.1
212 Mindng (except Ol & Gag) 151 0.5
213 Bupport Activities for Mining 155 0.5
Subfotal 344 1.2
UTILITIES

221 Ttilities 169 0.4
Subfotal Iad s
CONSTRUCTION

238 Construction of Buildings 4a0 17
237 Heawy & Civil Engineering Construction 454 1&
238 Bpecialty Trade Contractors 2,237 TE
Subfotal 3,191 111
MANUFACTURING

311 Food Mamufacturing 344 12
312 Bewverage & Tobacco Product Manufacturing 140 0.5
313 Textile Mills g *
314 Textile Product Mills 21 0.1
315 Apparel Manufacturing ¥ *
316 Leather & Allied Product Manufacturing 14 0.1
321 Wood Product Manufacturing oa I
322 Paper Manafacturing 37 01
323 Printing & Related Support Activities 9 nz
324 Petrolenm & Coal Products Manufacturing 1 *
335 Chemdeal Matafacturing 7 0z
326 Plastics & Fubber Products Manufacturing fif nz
327 Honmetallic Mineral Product Manufacturing 202 07
331 Primary Metal Manufacturing 39 0.1
332 Fabricated Metal Product Manufacturing 291 10
333 Machinery Manufacturing 140 0.5
334 Computer & Electronic Product Mamafacturing 205 07
335 Electrical Equipment & Appliance IManufacturing 22 01
336 Tratnspottation Equinment Manofacturing T4 0z
337 Furniture & Felated Product Manufacturing 130 0.5
339 Miscellaneous Manufacturing 105 04
Subfotal 2,088 7.3




Section V North American Industry
Classification System (NAICS)
Table 10 (Continued)

Distribution of Lost-Time Claims by
North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) Sub-Sectors

Date of Injury-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

NAICS Sub-Sectors! Count Percent
WHOLESALE TRADE

425 Merchant Wholesalers, Durable Goods a30 2.2
424 MWerchant Wholezalers, Mondurable Gooda (e 23
425 Wholesale Electronic Matkets & Agents & Brokers 94 03
Subfotal 1,763 4.7
RETAIL TRADE

441 Motor Vehicle & Parts Dealers 360 13
442 Furniture & Home Fumnishings Stores 120 05
443 Electromdcs & Appliance Stotes b 02
444 Building Material & Garden Supply Stores 355 12
445 Food & Beverage Stores 7T 7
446 Health & Personal Care Stores ol 02
447 Grasoline Stations 223 0%
442 Clothing & Clothing A ccessories Stores [ 02
451 Bporting Goods, Hobby, Book & Music Stores o3 03
452 Greneral Merchandize Stores 719 2.5
453 Miscellaneous Store Retailers 170 0.4
454 Wonstore Retailers 54 02
Subfotal 3,077 a7
TRANSPORTATION AND LODGING

481 Agr Transportation 434 1.5
484 Track Transportation o 20
455 Transit & Ground Passenger Transportation 351 12
456 Pipeline Transportation 10 *
487 Scerde & Jightsesing Transportation 4 *
a8 Bupport Activities for Transportation 147 0.5
491 Postal Service 1 *
492 Couriers & Messengers 442 1.5
495 Warehousing & Storage 20 0.1
aubtotal 1,287 a2
INFORBMATION

511 Publishing Industries (except Internet) 179 0.6
512 Motion Picture & 3ound Recording Industries 19 0.1
515 Broadeasting (except Internet) 14 *
517 Telecommunications 220 02
518 I8Ps, Web Bearch Portals & Data Processing 32 0.1
319 Other Information Services 14 *
Subfotal 37 1.7




Section V North American Industry
Classification System (NAICS)

Table 10 (Continued)

Distribution of Lost-Time Claims by
North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) Sub-Sectors

Date of Injury-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

NAICS Sub-Sectors! Count Percent
FINANCE AND INSURANCE

532 Credit Intermediation & Related Activities 135 07
523 Financial Investment & Related & ctivities 15 0.1
534 Insurance Catriers & Eelated A ctivities 177 0.4
Subtotal @ 290 14
REAL ESTATE AND RENTAL AND LEASING

531 Real Estate 309 1.1
532 Rental & Leasing Setvices 175 0.6
533 Lessors of Honfinancial Intangible Assets 32 01
Subfotal 516 15
PROFESSIONAL AND TECHNICAL SERVICES

541 Professional & Technical Services 530 18
Suwbfotal 530 1.5
MANAGEMENT OF COMPANIES AND ENTERPRISES

551 Management of Compandes & Enterprises 22 0z
Subfotal 52 02
ADMINISTRATIVE AND WASTE SERVICES

361 Administrative & Support Services 1,556 24
562 Waste Management & Femediation Services 206 07
Subfotal 1,762 5.1
EDUCATIONAL SERVICES

611 Educational Services 1,290 45
Suwbfotal 1,290 4.5
HEALTH CARE AND SOCIAL ASSISTANCE

621 Asmbalatory Health Care Services 615 21
622 Hozpitals 917 32
623 Hursing & Fesidential Care Facilities 553 19
624 Social Assistance 330 12
Suwbfotal 2424 8.4
ARTS, ENTERTAINMENT AND RECREATION

711 Petforming Arts & Spectator Spotts 4 0z
712 Nluszeums, Parks & Historical Sites 1A n1
713 Gambling, Recreation & Amusement Industries 582 20
Subfotal G2 2.3

w
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Section V North American Industry
Classification System (NAICS)

Table 10 (Continued)

Distribution of Lost-Time Claims by
North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) Sub-Sectors

Date of Injury-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

NAICS Sub-Sectors! Count Percent
ACCOMMODATION AND FOOD SERVICES

721 Accommodation 4356 1.7
722 Food Services & Drinking Places 1,025 36
Subfotal 1,511 5.3
OTHER SERVICES EXCEPT PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

211 Repair & Maintenance 285 1.0
212 Personal & Laundey Services 153 0.5
213 Membership Associations & Organizations 175 0.6
214 Private Households 4 *
Subfotal G517 2.1
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

921 Executive, Legislative & General Govertument 1.614 i
922 Iustice, Public Order & Safety & ctivities 761 26
923 Admdnistration of Human Resource Programs 215 0.7
024 A dmdnistration of Envrironmental Programs 11 *
025 Community & Housing Program A divdndstration 7 *
026 Administration of Economic Programs 5 *
Subfotal 2,613 2.1
OTHER

Digclosure Suppression 21 0.1
Invalid HAICE Codes 56 0.z
Monclagzifiable Establishiments 3,302 115
Subfotal 3,378 1.8
TOTALS 28,752 100%0**
Motes:

* Vahie is less than 05%.

## Cohummn does not som to 100%: due to rounding.

1 Scaarce: Office of Management and Budgzet, Moxth Anerican Indushy Classificaton System, Ungted States, 2002

2 The sbtotal for this MAICE catezory is less than the count of lost-timme clams for the same category in Table B becaise
of the need for disclonwe sippression at this data lewel.

The NAICS sub-sector with the highest percentage of lost-time claims is Specialty Trade Contractors (7.8%).




Section VI Gender

Figure 14. Percent Distribution of Employed, Lost-Time Claims, and Fatal Claims, by Gender

Percent of Employed1

45.29 O Females
o W Males
Percent of Lost-Time Claims?
37.2%
O Females
W Males
Percent of Fatal Claims®
1.7%
O Females
88.3% W Males

Notes:

1 Source: U.S. Dept. of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Geographic Profile of Employment and Unemployment, 2003: Table 14, Employment by Status of the Civilian
Noninstitutional Population by Sex, Race, Hispanic or Latino Ethnicity, Marital Status, and Detailed Age, 2003 Annual Averages-Colorado.

2 Total number of lost-time claims is 28,752; ten claims were missing data for gender.

3 Total number of fatal claims is 93.
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Section VI Gender

Both males and females injure their back more than any other body part.

Strains and sprains far outnumber other injuries for both males and females.
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Section VI Gender

Table 13

Distribution of Lost-Time Claims by Gender and
North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) Sectors!

Date of Injury-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

Gender
Female Male Totals
NAICS Sectors? Count Percent Count Percent Count Percent
& griculture, Forestry, Fishing & Hunting 53 02 249 ne 302 1.1
Miting 16 01 S48 1.1 344 12
Utilitie s 19 01 150 03 169 0
Constraction 137 04 3,033 104 3,180 111
M atwfacturing 562 20 1,547 53 2,089 73
Wholezale Trade 287 10 1,076 37 1,363 47
Fetail Trade 1,407 49 1,665 58 3,076 10.7
Transportation & Warehousing 310 18 1,477 5l 1,987 6.9
Information 252 n9 234 0& ikl 17
Finatice & Insurance 323 1.1 B4 n3 407 14
Feal Estate, Rental & Leasing 163 0.6 353 12 516 J
Professional & Techrical Services 252 ng 278 ] 530 12
Management of Companies & Enterprises 25 0.1 27 0.1 54 02
A dmdndstrative & Waste Services a0 19 1,201 4.2 1,761 a.l
Educational Jervices B0S 28 85 1.7 1,290 4.5
Health Care & Social Assistance 1.2A4 A5 Sl 19 2424 24
Arts, Entertainment & Fecreation 246 09 415 1.4 afl 23
Accommtnodation & Food Services 70 27 740 2h 1.510 33
Other Services, Except Public A dmindstration 203 07 414 1.4 617 21
Public & dmindstration 934 32 1,678 58 2612 9.1
Other’ 1,299 45 2,037 T2 3,356 11.7
Totals 10,687 372% 18,055 62 8% 28,742 100%a

Motes:

1 The findings reported in this table wmst be interpreted in bight of the sender distrbution of the work foree, thouzh an analysis to
clarfy thos relationship is beyond the scope of this report.

2 Soarce: Office of Management and Budget, Morth American Industy Classification System, United States, 2002,

3 "Other" mehdes nonclassified establishments and invalid HATICS codes.

4 Total movbker of lost-time clanms for 20035 15 28,752, ten claims were nussing data for gender.

Males file more lost-time claims than females, except in the Information, Finance and
Insurance, Educational Services, Health Care and Social Assistance, and Accommodation

and Food Services sectors. These differences may merely reflect the gender distribution of
the workforce.
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Section VII Age

Table 16
Distribution of Lost-Time Claims by Age and Gender!

Date of Injury-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

Gender
Female Male Totals
Age Group? Count Percent Count Percent Count Percent
Under 1% yra. 103 0.4 10% 0.4 211 n7r
18- 20 wra. 2,138 74 4314 150 fa,452 224
30 - 39 yrs. 2441 2.5 4637 16.1 7078 244
40 - 49 s, 3,142 110 4835 168 7O73 77
50 - 39 yrs. 2,193 Th 3.111 108 5.304 185
Al - 63 yrs. 456 1.7 Td 28 1,228 43
Crrer 63 yis. 153 0.5 28T 1.0 440 1.5
& ze Missing 25 0.1 31 01 36 nz
Totals’ 10,687 372% 18,055 62.8% 28,742 100% *

Motes:

* Cobuvn does not sam to 100%: due to rounding.

1 The findings reported in this table noast be interpreted in light of the aze and gender distribution of the work force, though an
analysis to clanfy this relationship is bevond the scope of this report.

2 Whdths of age group categories vary from those in Table 15, These groupings reflect those used by DIDAIC.

3 Total ramber of lost-time clams 15 28,752 ten clams were nussing data for gender.
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Section VII Age

Males file the greatest percentage of lost-time claims in every age group over 18 years.

HOHHEEOHE

For both males and females, the greatest percentage of lost-time claims are filed in the 40-49 year group.
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Section VIII Admissions and Denials

Table 17
Distribution of Lost-Time Claims by Claim Status

Date of Injury-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

Claim Status! Count Percent
& dmitted

Mewer Deried 19,235 a6 9

Initially Dended 1,967 6.8
Dended (Mever Admitted) 6,944 242
Indeterminate? 606 21
Totals 28,752 10099
Motes:

1 The status of the claim is based onwhich domiments have been filed with the Division of Workers'
Compensation, as of Decermber 28, 2004, An "Admitted" claim 15 one forwhich an adnission dooament,
mehiding a Fatal Adwission or Final Pay Hotice, has bean filed. & "Demed" clam 15 one forwhich
a "Notice of Contest™ has been filed, bt no adnussion domament has been filed.

2 An "Indeterminate” claim 15 one forwhich neither an admission nor a denial has been filed Of the
"Indeterzunate” clams, 48, or 7.9%, have been resolved with a settlement, and an additional 34, ar &.1%,
had a hearing.

Nearly one-quarter (24.2%) of lost-time claims are denied and never admitted.
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Section VIII Admissions and Denials

Figure 18. Percent Distribution of Lost-Time Claims by Claim Status

B Admitted, Never Denied

O Admitted, Initially Denied
B Denied (Never Admitted)
O Indeterminate

2.1%

24.2%

6.8%

66.9%

Source: Table 17
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Section VIII Admissions and Denials

Table 18
Distribution of Lost-Time Claims by Claim Status (Detail) and Admission Type

Date of Injury-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

Totals
Claim Status!:2 Count Percent Count Percent
ADMITTED, NEYVER DENIED
Admission Type:

Cretieral 2,343 121

Final 14,836 771

Fatal 19 01

Final Pay Hotice 2,057 107

Subrofal I8 235 Io0%

19,235 66,9 %

ADRITTED, INITTALL Y DENIED

Admission Type:
Ceneral 34 173
Final T1E 365
Fatal 17 n9
Final Pay Hotice &91 453
Shubfatal 1,967 I100%
1967 6.8%
DENIED, NEVER ADMITTED 6,944 24204
INDETERMINATE® 606 2.1%
TOTALS 28,752 100%%
Motes:

1 The statas of the clam 1s based on which domuments have been filed wath the Division of Workers' Compensation, as of
December 22, 2004, An "Adnutted" clanm 15 one forwhich an admission domument, mmchiding a Fatal Adwussion or Final Pay Hotice,
has been filed. & "Derded” clamm is one forwhich a "Notice of Contest” has been filed, bt no adnussion domument has been filed.

2 Some of the cases have had a change of claim statas doing the course of the clam. Most were consistently one status.

3 An "Indeterrminate” claim is one for which neither an admission nor a demial has been filed. Of the "Indeterrminate” clams, 48,
or 7.9%, have been resolved with a settlement, and an additional 34,01 6.1%, had a hearing.
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Section VIII Admissions and Denials

Figure 19. Percent Distribution of Lost-Time Claims Filed, by Insured Status

Non-Insured Employer
0.5%

Self-insured Employer
22.2%

Commercial Carrier
77.3%

Notes:
1. Based on claims involving a single, or no carrier.
2. The total number of lost-time claims is 28,752.
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Section VIII Admissions and Denials

Table 19
Distribution of Denied Claims by Insured Status
Lost-Time Claims!-2

Date of Injury-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

Claims Initially

) Claims Filed Claims Initially Denied but Later Claims Ultimately
Carrier Type Against Carrier Denied by Carrier ~ Admitted by Carrier Denied by Carrier
Conunercial Carrier 21 464 6,307 1,491 4816
Self-Insured Employer 6,167 2,105 253 1,252
Non-Insured E:rt'q:ulu:uj.i'er3 133 23 4 24
apecia Funds 1 0 0 0
TOTALS? 27,765 8,440 1,748 6,602
Motes:

1 The analysiz iz bared on claime with one carrier involved throughout the process of filing, denying, and, in srome instances,
later admitting. There are Jnndreds of conumercial carriers and self-msured employers, therefore the reslts are presented by carrier type,
rather than by specific comunercial carrer or self-insured employer.

2 4 "Denied" claim is one for which a "Hotice of Contest", but no admission domument has been filed.

3 The count and percent of claims deried by non-insared emplowers is musleading, as 94 (58%) of the 181 total clams filed against non-insured

emplowers are "No Position." That is, based on information in the Division's database as of December 28, 2004, neither an admission nor a denial

had been filed in 4 of the 161 claims filed azainst non-mnaared employers.

4 Of the total 28,752 lost-tume claims filed, 987 (3 .4%) mvolred noaltiple carriers and are exchided from this analysis.
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Section IX Fatal Claims

Table 21
Distribution of Fatal Claims by Nature of Injury (Detail)

Date of Death-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

Nature of Injury! Count Percent
SPECIFIC INJURY
Butn 1 1.1
Concussion 7 7.5
Infection 3 32
Myocardial Infarction (Heart Attack) 12 129
Losphrrdation o 7
Cunshot 4 43
aubfotal e 387
OCCTPATIONAL DISEASE ox CUMULATIVE INJURY
Poisonitg (Thetdeal) 3 32
Caticer 2 22
Subfotal 5 5.4
MULTIPLE INJURIES
LIultiple Physical Injuries 33 355
Aubfotal 33 355
ORGANIC DISEASE
Organic Heart Disease 2 2.4
Organic Lung Disease 4 43
Organic Heurological Disease 1 11
Aubfotal 13 140
MISSING
Missing® é 6.5
TOTALS 03 10094 *
Motes:

* Cobumn does not sam to 100%: due to rounding.
1 The nature of mmury was derived solely from a review of mformation on the death certificates.
2 5ix cases had no death certificate.

75% of the fatal claims involving heart attacks are denied.
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Table 22

Distribution of Fatal Claims by Cause of Injury (Detail)

Date of Death-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

Section IX Fatal Claims

Cause of Injury! Count Percent
CAUGHT IIN OR BETWEEN
Machine or Machinery 5 54
Collapsing Materials [ Slides of Earthy) 5 54
Subfotal Id 103
FELL OR SLIPPED
From a Different Level (Elevatiomn) 5 54
From a Ladder or Scaffolding 3 32
Gubtotal 5 8.6
MOTOR VEHICLE
Loss of Control-Mo Other Vehicle Invaolved (Bnow, Toe, Water, ete)) f (]
Collizion of Sideswipe with Another Vehicle 4 43
Collizion with a Fived Object-Btanding Vehicle or Stationary Object 2 22
hlotor Veldcle-Mon-Collision, Forced off Road 1 1.1
Motot Vehicls, NOC? 3 3.2
Subfotal Ia 172
STRUCK OR INJURED BY
Falling or Flying Object 3 32
Motor Wehicle i ]
Strack or Injured, WO - Ine. Eicked, 3tabhed, Bit, Etc. 1 1.1
Aonitmal o Inzect 1 1.1
Explosion or Flare Back 2 22
Subfotal 15 ig I
MISCELLANEOQUS
SelfInflicted Injury-3uicide 3 32
Personin Act of a Crime-Robbery or Critnitial & sgault 3 32
Heart Disease 19 204
Digeasze of Lung/Fespiratory System 5 54
Dizeasze of Heural Bystem 2 22
Cancer 2 2.2
Dirag Owverdose/T oxicity 2 22
Infectious Disease 2 42
Subfotal 38 40 9
MISSING
Nlissing’ é 6.5
TOTALS 03 10094 *
Notes:

* Cohirvn does not aum to 100% due to rounding.

1 The canse of mpry was derived solaly from a review of mformation on the death certificates.

2 Mot Otheranse Classified.
3 51x cases had no death certificate.



Section IX Fatal Claims

Table 23

Rank-Order Distribution, Number of Fatal Claims by
North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) Sectors,
and Rate of Fatal Claims by Employment in NAICS Sectors2

Date of Death-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

Average Fatal Rate

Fatal Claims Annual  Per 10,000
NAICS Sectors! Count Percent Employment? Employed
Construction 17 183 149 0273 113
Wholesale Trade Q a7 03352 027
A dmirnistrative & Waste Jervices 7 T7.h 127 919 055
Retad Trade f 6.5 230,820 0.25
Public & dmindistration f 6.5 341,050 018
hamafacturing ] 5.4 156,048 032
& griculture, Forestry, Fishing & Hunting 4 43 14,092 234
Educational Services 4 473 22452 178
At Entertaintment & Fecreation 4 473 30978 1.00
Iining 3 32 13,109 229
Transportation & Warehousing 3 32 60611 042
Real Estate & Rental & Leasing 2 22 45,802 0.44
Professional & Technical Jervices 2 22 139 33A 014
Other Bervices except Public A dmdrdstration 2 22 65,603 0.30
Health Care & Social Assistance I} n.na 188,101 oo
Accommodation & Food Services 1] nn 205,038 .00
Information 1] 0.0 24 257 .00
tilities 1] 0.0 7871 0.00
Finance & Insurance I} 0. 103,665 oo
Wlanagement of Compandes & Enterprises 1] 0.o 20,206 0.00
Other’ 19 20.4 150 nia
Totals 23 100%p* 2,117,771 na
Rate Overall na na na 044

Notes:

* Cobumn does not sum to 100%; due to rounding.

1 Source: Office of Management and Budgzet, Morth Anerican Indusny Cassification System, United States, 3007

2 Scurce: Colorado Department of Labor and Employment, Labor Market Infommation, QCEW (ES-202), Colorade
Bmplayment and Wages: Annual Average 2003 . Statewnde total on QCEW (ES-202) differs due to rounding.

3 "Orther" mehides nonclassified establishments and imvahd HATICS codes.
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Section IX Fatal Claims
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Section IX Fatal Claims
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Section IX Fatal Claims

Construction is the industry with the highest number of fatal claims, but Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and

Hunting is the industry with the highest rate of fatal claims.

r‘. F F e, it il il .‘.1
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Section IX Fatal Claims

Table 24
Distribution of Fatal Claims by Worker Characteristic!

Date of Death-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

Worker Characteristic Count Percent
TOTAL FATALS a3 100%5
GENDER
hilale 49 249
Female 11 112
Missing” 3 32
AGE
Under 18 Yrs. 1] nn
18-29 ¥rs. ] (]
30-39 ¥rs, 15 la.l
40-49 Frs. 24 258
A0-59 Frs. 22 237
al-a5 ¥rs. Q N
Crrer 63 Vra. 11 112
Missing” é 6.5

MARITAL STATUS

Ilatried 54 581
Divarced 1a 172
Widowed 4 43
Mewer Matried 13 140
Iissing” ; 6.5

RACE & HISPANIC- ORIGIN

White, Won-Hisparic 57 al.3
White, Hispatic 25 260

Subtofal 82 882
Black’ 2 22
American Indiant 2 22
Asian American 1 11
Missing” é 6.5

HNotes:

1 The information i this table 15 derived from death certificates, and is what was reported by a
relative, or, in their shsence, the coroner or physician who completed the death certificate.

2 Six cases had no death certificate; mn three cases, gender was taken from the case file folder.

3 There were no Hisparies i these groups.

4 Omne American-Indian was also identified 25 Hisparie.
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Section IX Fatal Claims

Table 25
Distribution of Fatal Claims by Age and Gender!

Date of Death-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

Gender
Female Male Totals3
Age Group? Count Percent Count Percent Count Percent
Under 12 ¥rs. 1] 0.0 1] 0o 0 0o
18-20 ¥ra, 1] 0.0 ] 0.7 ] 6.7
30-39 Yrs. 2 22 13 14.4 15 16.7
d0-49 Yrs. 3 33 21 233 24 267
S0-59 Yrs. ] il 17 189 22 2d.4
al-a5 Vrs. 1 1.1 ] 29 9 100
Crver 63 Vra. 1] 0.0 11 12.2 11 122
Missing® 0 0.0 3 33 3 33
Totals 11 122%p 79 87 8% ap 100%0
Notesz:

1 The nformation in this table is derived from death certificates, and is what was reported by a relative, or, mn their absence,
the coroner or physician who completed the death certificate.

2 Widths of age group categones vary.

3 Gender 15 unknowm for three cases.

4 Six cases had no death certificate. In some instances, age was computed if'hirth date and date of death were knoam.

Table 26

Distribution of Fatal Claims by Educational Level!

Date of Death-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

Education Level Count Percent
Some High Bchool orLess 14 17.2
High 3chool Graduate 36 387
some College 28 301
College Graduate 7 75
Craduate Work/Degree 0 0.0
Missing” 6 6.5

Total o3 100%%

Notes:

1 The mformation i this table 15 derived from death certificates, and is what was reported by
a relative, or in their absence, the coroner or physician.
2 5ix cases had no death certificate.
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Section IX Fatal Claims

Table 27
Distribution of Fatal Claims by Gender and Claim Status!

Date of Death-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

Claim Status

Admission Only Denial & Admission Denial Only? Indeterminate3 Totals
Gender Count Percent Count Percent Count Percent Count Percent Count Percent
Female 3 a7 2 182 4 3604 2 182 11 1000
Ihiale 17 215 29 387 a7 342 & Th 79 1000
iz si:ﬂg4 2 ] 0 n.a 1 333 0 n.a 3 1000
Totals 22 na 31 na 32 na 8 na 23 na
Percentage Chrerall 23700 33300 34.4%0 8.0%0 100%0

Notes:
1 The statas of the claim is based on which domuments have been filed with the Division of Workers' Compensation, as of December 25, 2004, An
"4 dmitted" clam 15 one for which an adnussion dooument, inchiding a Fatal Adrmission of Final Pay Hotice, has been filed. 4 "Demed" claim 15 one
for which a "Hotice of Contest" has been filed, bat no adnussion domarment has been filed. An "Indetermunate” clam 15 one for wlhich neither
am adrnission nor a demial has been filed.
2 Of the four fatal elaims involving famales, and tarenty-seven fatal clams mvolving males, that were "Demal Only", none had a settlement or hearing
3 Of'the two "Indeternunate” fatal clams mvolving a femals, none had a settlement or hearing. Of the six "Indeterrinate" fatal claims mmvolving
males, one had a settlement, and none had a hearing.
4 This miommation 15 taken from death certificates. Six cases had no death certificate; i three cases, gender was taken from the case file folder.
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Section IX Fatal Claims

Table 28

Rank-Order Distribution of Fatal Claims by Occupational Classification!

Date of Death-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

Occupational Classification23 Count Percent
Construction & Extraction 22 237
Tratsport & Material Moving 19 0.4
Service 11 118
hlatagement, Business, & Financial Operations 10 10.8
Professional & Felated Ocoupations 10 10.2
Sales & Related Oceupations 4 43
Office & & dministrative Support 4 43
Installation, Maintenance, & FHepair 3 32
Production 3 32
Farming, Fishing & Forestry 2 22
iz si.-ng4 5 54

Totals o3 100%4 *

Motes:

* Column does not sum to 100% due to rounding.

1 The mformation in this table 15 derived from death certificates, and 1s what was reported by a relative, or, in their
absence, the coroner or physician who completed the death certificate.

2 The death cartificate asks for the decedent's "wmal ccoupation”, or the "kind ofwork done duwing most of working Life "
This may not be the decedent's ccoupation at tisne of death.

3 Oecupational classifications are based on the 2002 Ocmpational Classification System developed by the 1.5, Burean
of Cennis.

4 Six cases had no death certificate; in one case, ocoupation was taken from the case file folder.

Construction and Extraction occupations have the highest number of fatalities.
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Section X Administrative Hearings

Table 29

Distribution of Applications for Hearing, and Merit Hearings Held, by Location!2

Date of Application or Hearing-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

Location Applications Received Merit Hearings Held?3
Alamosa ft fi
Boulder 164 11
Colorado 3ptings 1,959 256
Dharango J{28] ]
Detrrer 5,504 Tad
Fort Colling 328 34
Herwood Springs 279 23
Crand Junction Tid 131
Creeley 710 64
Fuehlo 1,027 1035

Totals 11,066 1445

Motas:

1 Soarce: Division of Workers' Compensation, Dooket Aafvity by Hearing Ciy (Feport #5610,
2 A ment hearing 15 a hearing where 1ssues of lawr or fact are tried, and witnesses are heard.
3 Of'the 10,104 hearings set as remalt of applications for hearing, 8,630 were ultimately cancelled.
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Section X Administrative Hearings

Table 30

Rank-Order Distribution of Issues from Orders!

Date of Order-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

Issue Count Percent
Disfigarement 697 163
Compensability 495 115
Temporary Total Digability 478 111
Iiedical Benefits 353 22
Reasonahle/Necessary 233 54
Related to Injury 184 43
Authotized Medical Benefits 178 4.2
Aoverage Weeldy Wage 169 30
Grover Ileds 142 33
Temporary Partial Disability 110 26
Penalty Vs, Employer 105 24
Feopen 105 24
Oeeupational Diseaze o1 21
Permanent Total Disability 23 19
FPermanent Impairment/WWhole Person 6 1.5
FPenalty Vs, Claitant 65 1.5
DIME Procedure 37 13
For Offset’ 50 12
Permanent Partial 49 1.1
Change of Plorsician 42 1.1
Related Condition 38 e
Independent Medical Exam 34 02
show Cause 33 0.2
Petmanent Impaitment/3che duled 23 0.7
Permanent Impairment/Bcheduled Conversion 27 0.4
Izsues on Remand 26 0.4
Death Benefit Including Dependent 25 0.4
Claith ClogureDismizsal 24 0.&
Insurer Liahility 24 0.6
Independent Contractor 21 0.5
Apportioroment 20 0.5
All Other Issues” 231 54

Totals 4,289 100%4 *
Motes:

* Cobumn does not sam to 100%: due to rounding.

1 Soarce: Division of Workers' Compensation, Ssues Decided Summary Report (80067).
2 Payable benefits are reduced due to receipt of other benefits or due to a penalty.

3 "AN Other Issues" contains those 1sme categories wath less than 5% of all 1ssues.



Section XI Miscellaneous

Table 31

Settlements, All Types by Type of Representation, Total by Month!

Date of Settlement-Calendar Year 2003
State of Colorado

Representation
Pro Se By Counsel Totals

Month Count  Amount Count Amount Count Amount

Jan oz $1,056,929 471 $13,037,1284 o $14.094113
Feh 107 $1,242,402 429 $10,942.021 336 $12,184 423
Ilar 107 $1,191,969 420 $13,497,014 537 $14.688 083
Apr 119 §1,558 918 5132 $16,003,538 A3l $17. 562,456
Ilay 127 $1,300 799 433 $12.979,420 620 $14,280,219
Jun 127 $1,332,826 382 $9,403 057 09 $10,735,883
Jul 132 $1,743.817 454 $14,590,720 ala $16,334 345
Aug 107 $1,500, 661 423 $11,121,250 530 $12,621,911
Hep 126 $1,876,227 428 $12,552,519 355 $14,425 746
Dt 132 $1,662,907 51a $13,906,421 643 $15,569 328
Movw 119 $1,439 548 419 $13.624,704 538 $15.064,252
Dec 165 $1,939,351 442 $11,756 424 a07 $13.695,655
Totals’ 1466 $17855,234 5420 $153414,281 6886 $171,269515

Motes:

1 Settlement mformation is based on claims that were settled dung calendar year 2003, The clam itself may have been
initially filed in 2005 or a prior calendar year. Source: Shpulation Asmvipy Reporr (#382).

2 Totals for settlement amounts may not equal sum of monthly settlement amounts becanse of ronnding.

On average, claimants represented by attorneys receive larger settlements. This difference is due to a

number of factors, including the fact that claimants with more serious injuries are more likely to be
represented by an attorney than claimants with less serious injuries.
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Section XI Miscellaneous

Table 32

Settlements, Full and Final, by Type of Representation, Average Number of Cases
per Month and Average Amount per Case: 1994-2003!:2

State of Colorado

Representation

Pro Se By Counsel Totals

Cases Amount Cases Amount Cases Amount
Year Per Month Per Case Per Month Per Case Per Month Per Case
19594 fid $i12,258 418 $28.257 421 $26,11
1995 &1 $11,250 4035 $30,353 4835 27277
1996 &1 $11,763 413 $31,709 424 $28 447
1997 7 $12,543 426 $32.121 503 $20.129
1998 104 516,676 dal $33,309 5ad $30,234
1995 a0 $17, 576 A4 5 $20213 564 §37 A50
2000 24 $15,031 454 $29 464 53R $27,199
2001 6 $13,354 430 $22.420 5da $25,817
2002 112 $12.012 454 $28.006 56T $24.833
2003 142 $12.180 453 $28.305 574 $24.872

Notes:

1. Based on only those fill-and-final settlerments that ocourred in the calendar yvear. The orginal filing of the claim eould have
taken place in the same year or prior years.

2. Data taken from 1994 through 2005 Stipalation Activity Eeport (#562).

There are competing views about the relationship between the unemployment rate and the rate of lost-time claims
iled. Both views assume a drop in the unemployment rate signals an expanding economy and tight labor
markets. However, one view holds that as the unemployment rate drops, the rate of claims filed will increase.
This view assumes as the economy expands, more inexperienced workers will be hired and workers, both

experienced and inexperienced, will get fatigued from working longer hours, leading to more work-related
injuries. The other view holds as the unemployment rate drops, the rate of claims filed will also drop. This view
assumes in a tight labor market employers will be more willing to accommodate injured workers and workers
can more easily find alternate employment if they do get injured.
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