
COLORADO STATE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE

DIVISION OF TUBERCULOSIS ASSISTANCE

SUMMARY FOR 1947.

There was a small increase (2$) in the number of patients hospitalized- 
under State Tuberculosis Assistance in 1947 over the previous year. At the year- 
end there was a total of 191 cases under care, and of these, 174 were in the 
sanatoria and 17 were in the Out Patient Department recei ing pneumothorax. 63$ 
of the admissions were in the far advanced stage of the disease on entrance. 20% 
were moderately advanced and 17% were minimal cases. These figures represent a 
decline from the year before in far advanced patients (75% in 1946) and an increase 
in cases with minimal disease (5% in 1946), and is a reflection of the increased 
efficiency of the case-finding program conducted by the Colorado Health Department, 
the State Tuberculosis Association and the local tuberculosis associations. They 
also reflect probably an increased awareness of the tuberculosis problem by County 
Welfare Departments in more promptly hospitalizing cases eligible for State care. 
However, there are still far too many cases who remain at home, thus spreading 
their disease, and are finally hospitalized only a week or two before death.

152 cases were terminated during 1947. The approximate percentage distri­
bution was as follows:

Tuberculosis arrested or  quiescent ... 35%
Discharged from Out Patient Department................ ... 6.5%
Left against advice............ 17%
Non-tuberculous..... 2%
Discharged, unimproved* ... 14%
Died ......................................................................25.5%

* This group includes patients no longer in need of public assistance. 

There was a large decline in the percentage of those leaving institutions 
against advice, indicating that our patients were better satisfied with sanatorium 
treatment than heretofore. The figure of 17% is considerably below the national 
average. Also, there was a gratifying increase over 1946 in the percentage of cases 
discharged with their disease arrested and a decrease in the percentage of deaths,

51% of all cases under care at the year end have had or are undergoing 
some form of collapse therapy.

The chief improvement in the program during the year has been in the 
increased use of streptomycin. On December 31, 1947, approximately half the cases 
under care have had a course of this drug, which has already proved its value in 
certain types of the disease. In some instances, the expense of the treatment has 
been borne by friends or relatives, but in the more favorable cases, where the 
patient was unable to raise the necessary funds, the cost was met by the State and 
the counties, within the limitations of the budget.
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Summary of Tuberculosis Assistance - Con

Another important improvement has been a new rehabilitation program for 
State Aid cases, conducted and paid for by the Colorado Tuberculosis Association 
and the Colorado State Department of Rehabilitation. This is proving a valuable 
aid to patients who are unable to resume former occupations, and is a help to the 
morale of patients under-going treatment.

Also, all of our cases have had, for the first time, the benefit of con­
sultations by members of the Chest Surgical Staff of the Colorado General Hospital, 
The have assisted in the selection of cases suitable for collapse therapy.

The gross amount expended for Tuberculosis Assistance in 1947 was 
$300,659.05, from which should be deducted amounts spent for the Out Patient 
Department, transportation and burials, totalling $3,453.01, leaving a balance 
of $297,206.04 spent for hospitalization and care. This represents an increase 
of approximately $70,000 over the amount expended in 1946. This increase reflects 
the change made in the all-inclusive per diem rate from $4.00 to $6.00, which was 
passed by the Legislature and became effective in April 1947. Part payments by 
patients and relatives amounted to $8,569.07, so that the net cost for the care of 
cases of tuberculosis eligible under the State program in sanatoria has been 
$288,636.97, which cost was divided equally between the State and counties from 
which the patients originated. 

 
EDWARD N. CHAPMAN, M, D., Director 
Division of Tuberculosis Hospitalization 
Colorado State Department of Public Welfare
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SUMMARY OF TUBERCULOSIS ASSISTANCE

Year ending December 31, 1947

PART I — APPLICATION.

Pending — January 1, 1947 6
New applications - never previously hospitalized .... 4
Applications for (1) readmission to care; (2) reopening of pre­

vious approval, which had been followed by rejection of hospitali­
zation by applicants ......................... 2

Received during 1947 ................................... . . . ............................ . .  ....................   154
New applications - never previously hospitalized ..... 118 
Applications for (1) readmission to care; (2) reopening of pre­

vious approval, which had been followed by rejection of 
hospitalization by applicants 36

160

Disposed of during the year 156
New applications - never previously hospitalized 126
Applications for readmission - previously under care ... 28
Applications for reopening; previously approved but hospitaliza­

tion had not been accepted by applicants.... 2

Placed under care 139

Not placed under care 17
Applications withdrawn by County 9
Died before approval 2
I led before hospitalization 5
Disapproved 2
Refused hospitalization 1

Pending December 31, 1947 4
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PART II — cases under care.

Cases under care January 1, 1947 204
In Sanatoria..... 183
In Out Patient Department 21

Placed under care during the year 139
New cases - never before hospitalized ... 120
Readmissions - previously hospitalized ......... 19 

Total. .. 343

, Care terminated during the year .. .................
Discharged 77 152

Apparently cured .. 3
Arrested .... 4
Apparently arrested. .21
Quiescent (stationary) ....25
Active .... ..................... 20
Non-tuberculous. 3
Not in need of public assistance ...... 1

Died. ...... .  . . ............................. 39
Left against advice 26
Discharged from Out Patient Department 10

Cases under care December 31, 1947......191
In sanatoria 174
In Out Patient Department. 17

NOTE: 7 cases were transferred from Sanatoria to Out Patient Department
1 case was transferred from Out Patient to Sanatorium
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PERSONS ELACED UNDER CARE, CLASSIFIED BY Age 
AND STAGE OF DISEASE.

Year ending December 31, 1947

In addition, two applicants, one aged 59 and one aged 56, died before 
approval of application; and three applicants died after applications had been 
approved but before hospitalization, aged, respectively, 45, 48 and 50.

PERSONS RECEIVING TUBERCULOSIS ASSISTANCE
CLASSIFIED BY AGE AND SEX, FOR YEAR ENDING 

December 51, 1947
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NUMBER OF YEARS OF STATE RESIDENCE OF PERSONS 
RECEIVING TUBERCULOSIS ASSISTANCE IN SANATORIA

AND OUT PATIENT DEPARTMENT

Year ending December 31, 1947.

LOCATIONS OF HOMES OF PERSONS RECEIVING 
TUBERCULOSIS ASSISTANCE IN SANATORIA AND 

OUT PATIENT DEPARTMENT 
Year ending December 1, 1947
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SUMMARY OF OUT PATIENT DEPARTMENT

Year ending December 31, 1947

Cases in Out Patient Department January 1, 1947 • •••••••••••••••• 21
Cases transferred to Out Patient Department from sanatoria during the year. . . 7__

28

Cases in Out Patient Department terminated during the year. ....11
Discharged ..... 10
Readmitted to sanatorium ............. 1 ___

Cases in Out Patient Department December 31, 1947..............17

SURGERY IN 1947.

Following is a list of surgical procedures performed during 
the year on State Aid cases:
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PATIENTS HOSPITALIZED BY COUNTIES.

SUMMARY OF EXPENSES FOR 1947.

Gross Amount expended for Tuberculosis Assistance 300,659.05

Amount expended for Out Patient Department .......$ 2,404.92

Amount expended for transportation ..... 248.09

Amount expended for burials ............... 800.00 3,453.01

Amount expended for patients in sanatoria........ 297,206.04

Amount expended for surgery 6,672.50

Patient Days ..... .............. 61,550

Cost per person per day $ 4.828

Part payments made by patients and relatives. .............  8,569.07

Net Amount expended $ 288,636,97
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