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VISION

�Working with Colorado Communities to Achieve Justice.”

MISSION
The mission of the Division of Youth Corrections is to
protect, restore, and improve public safety through a
continuum of services and programs that:

• Effectively supervise juvenile offenders;
• Promote offender accountability to victims and

communities, and;
• Build skills and competencies of youth to become

responsible citizens.
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Glossary of Terms Used

Disclaimer: These definitions are provided for quick reference purposes only.
Please refer to the Colorado Revised Statutes for more complete definitions of
legal categories and conditions.

Adjudication � The result of an adjudicatory hearing in which the court determines that it
has been proven beyond a reasonable doubt that a juvenile has committed a delinquent
act or that a juvenile has pled guilty to committing a delinquent act.

Aggravated Offender (Sentence Type) � see Sentencing Special Offenders.

Assessment - There are five regional assessment locations where youth committed
to DYC are assessed to determine youth's classification level and needs for
appropriate placement and program referral.

Assessment LOS (Length of Stay) - The average amount of time spent in assessment for
youth discharged from DYC during the reporting period. Statutorily, the assessment period
must be completed within 30 days of a youth�s commitment.

Average Daily Caseload (ADC) - The average number of youth active on parole
during the time period. Youth on parole who were on escape status during the
time period are not included.

Average Daily Population (ADP) - The average number of youth present in a
facility or program during the reporting period.

Boot Camp Sentence - A court imposed sentence to the Regimented Juvenile Training
Program (RJTP) as a condition of probation. The sentence includes a 60-day military style
residential program followed by an aftercare program on supervised probation. The RJTP
ended (due to a sunset provision in the statute) as of June, 2001. It will be replaced by the
Community Accountability Program in fiscal year 2001-02.

Community Accountability Program � Youth can be sentenced to the Community
Accountability Program (CAP) as a condition of probation, replacing the previous Boot
Camp Sentence. The sentence includes a 60-day residential program focusing on
restorative justice and youth skill development. The residential phase will be followed by
an intensive aftercare program for 120 days or until the period of probation expires. The
aftercare phase, also based on a restorative justice model, will focus on continued service
delivery to youth and families as well as reintegration into the community.

Clients Served: Commitment - The total number of youth served in a particular
program during the reporting period. Total clients served in a given category
(e.g. secure, staff secure, or community) represents unduplicated
counts of clients served in those categories. Since youth can be served in more
than one type of program in the course of a year, the total clients served in a
particular category will not equal the sum of the clients served in each
program.
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Clients Served: Detention - The total number of youth served in a particular
program during the reporting period. Total clients served in a facility or
program (e.g. Adams YSC, Boot Camp, or staff secure detention) represents
unduplicated counts of clients served in those facilities. Since the same youth
can have multiple admissions to detention and be served in more than one
particular facility in the course of a year, the total clients served in all
facilities will not equal the sum of the clients served in each facility.

Commitment - Commitments are dispositions of juvenile cases resulting in the
transfer of legal custody to the Department of Human Services by the court as a
result of an adjudicatory hearing on charges of delinquent acts committed by the
youth.

Commitment Classification - An objective commitment classification instrument is
administered during assessment to guide the placement decisions concerning the
type of commitment program most suitable for individual youth given the severity
of their commitment offense coupled with the risk of reoffending.

Commitment LOS � see Total Commitment LOS

Commitment Programs - Youth can participate in any or all of
six components of the DYC Commitment Program: Assessment, Orientation, Secure
Programs, Staff Secure Programs, Community Programs, and Parole.

Commitment Sentences - Juveniles who have been adjudicated delinquent and
committed to the Division of Youth Corrections can be given either nonmandatory
or mandatory sentences. Mandatory sentences require that a youth spend a specified
minimum amount of time in out-of-home placement and can include repeat and violent
offenders. Juveniles can also be sentenced as aggravated offenders (see C.R.S. 19-2-
601).

Community LOS - The average amount of time spent in community programs for youth
discharged from DYC during the reporting period.

Community Residential - DYC contracts with a number of private vendors to provide
community-based programs to youth presenting the lowest risk of reoffending and
youth transitioning from more secure programs. These programs include both group
residential care and foster care programs.

Concurrent Sentence - A recommitment sentence which runs simultaneous to the
original commitment sentence.

Consecutive Sentence - A recommitment sentence which runs consecutive to the
original sentence.
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Contempt Sentence - A detention sentence can be applied for failure to obey a
court's lawful orders. Sentences are applied to youth who have disobeyed a court
order, or acted disruptively or inappropriately in court.

Court Order Detention Hold - Detention holds resulting from a court order
pending adjudication, disposition, evaluation or other action. Decision to hold
generally reflects reasonable evidence to believe that juvenile may be in danger
to him/herself, or to the community.

Courtesy Detention Hold - Temporary detention holds for other agencies such as
immigration or pending transfer to other agencies.

Delinquent Sentence � (see also 703H Sentence) Court imposed sentence to detention
for delinquent act, when youth is not under probation supervision.

Detention - The custodial status of youth who are being confined after arrest or
while awaiting the completion of judicial proceedings. Detention facilities hold
youth who are awaiting trial, serving detention sentences or awaiting commitment
placement (either institutional or community based).

Detention Admission - Each admission to detention for temporary custody of youth
is tracked under the admission category. In contrast to unduplicated counts of
clients served in detention, one youth can have multiple admissions for a single
incident. For example, if a youth is admitted to detention on a pretrial basis
(preadjudicated) and released, a later sentencing to detention on the original
charge would count as a separate admission even though it is the same youth and
the same incident. Likewise, if the youth serves the sentence on weekends,
each weekend admission counts as a separate admission.

Detention Intake � A youth who is temporarily in the physical custody of a detention
facility either pending release or transport but who is not admitted and placed in contact
with the general detention population is considered an �intake� but not an admission.

Detention Sentence - The court imposed sanction of confinement to a detention
facility or boot camp as a result of an adjudicatory hearing which determined
that a delinquent act had been committed. Major sentence types include probation
sentences, traffic sentences, handgun sentences, municipal sentences, game and fish
sentences, contempt sentences, and 703H sentences (non-probation sentences for a
delinquent act; see Delinquent Sentence).

Game-Fish Sentence - Court imposed detention sentence for violation of game and
fish ordinances.

Handgun Sentence - Court imposed detention sentence for the crime of juvenile
possession of a handgun.
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Interrupted Detention Hold - Detention hold in partial fulfillment of a court
imposed detention sentence. The most common instance is a sentence served over
two or more weekends.

Interstate Compact on Juveniles (ICJ) - An agreement between eligible
jurisdictions in the United States and its territories  which provides the means
for these jurisdictions to function cooperatively in the return of escapees and
absconders. ICJ includes the cooperative supervision of parolees between states.

Length of Stay (LOS): Commitment   - There are several variations of the length
of stay measure. All commitment LOS figures are measured in months and are
calculated for those youth who spent time in the program for which LOS is reported (e.g.,
secure) prior to discharge from DYC custody (including either residential or nonresidential
parole supervision).

Length of Stay (LOS): Detention  - The amount of time spent in a detention
facility or program during the time period. All detention LOS figures are
measured in days.

Mandatory Sentence Offender- see Sentencing Special Offenders.

Municipal Sentence - Court imposed detention sentence for violation of municipal
ordinances.

New Commitment - Commitment of youth who were not previously committed, or who
were previously committed but had been discharged from DYC rolls.

Nonmandatory Sentences - These sanctions involve no minimum out-of-home sentence
length, and the maximum sentence length cannot exceed 24 months.

Orientation Program - The goal of this 45-75 day privately- operated program
housed at the Lookout Mountain Youth Services Center is to prepare committed
youth for their next commitment placement. The program focuses on improving
youths� attitudes in working with peers and adults and fostering a willingness
to change. This component of the DYC Commitment Program opened on July 1, 1996.
Beginning in FY 2001-02, this program will change, to a 26-bed orientation program for
youth being committed to Lookout Mountain Youth Services Center, and a 26-bed short-
term program.

Parole - The status of an offender conditionally released from a residential
setting by discretion of the juvenile parole board prior to expiration of
Commitment or upon expiration of commitment. While on parole a youth is placed under
the supervision of a parole officer and required to observe conditions of release set by
parole officer and the Juvenile Parole Board.

Parole LOS -The average amount of time spent on parole for youth discharged from
DYC during the reporting period.
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Parole Revocation - The administrative action of the juvenile parole board
which removes a youth from parole status in response to a violation of lawfully
required conditions of parole, including the prohibition against commission of a
new offense. Further parole hearings are scheduled at the discretion of the
youth's client manager.

Parole Suspension - The administrative action of the juvenile parole board
which removes a youth from parole status in response to a violation of lawfully
required conditions of parole, including the prohibition against commission of a
new offense. Reconsideration of parole must occur within 90 days on a date
determined by the parole board.

Parole Violation � Actions by a parolee that do not conform to the conditions of parole.

Preadjudicated - The legal status of youth pending delinquency adjudication
decisions. Often these youth are referred to as pre-trial youth since they are
generally admitted pending some court action. This category also includes youth who are
serving a sentence, such as probation, on a prior delinquency adjudication and who are in
detention pending a new court action.

Privately Operated Programs - Detention or commitment programs which are
administered by a private entity through a contract with the state. Privately operated
programs can be administered in privately owned or state owned facilities.

Prior Adjudications - Adjudications which occurred prior to the current
detention or commitment event.

Prior Out-of-home Placements - Placements in a Social Services residential
program or other treatment program for an extended period prior to commitment.

Probation Sentence - A court imposed detention sentence as a condition of
probation or as a violation of the terms and conditions of probation.

Recommitment - An additional commitment imposed by the court on a youth who has
not yet been discharged from DYC rolls.

Repeat Offender  - see Sentencing Special Offenders

Regional Management Structure - Decentralized DYC management structure comprised
of five geographic regions in the state.

Residential Programs - Programs that provide 24-hour care.

Residential LOS - is the average amount of time spent in all residential
programs (assessment, orientation, secure, staff secure, and community
programs) for youth discharged from DYC during the reporting period.
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Return Commitment � Used to describe detention stays of youth who were previously
committed to the Department of Human Services and who have not yet been discharged.
The reasons for admission into a detention center vary for these youth. The most common
reasons include awaiting court action on new offenses, awaiting placement into a
commitment program following a court or community review board decision, or awaiting a
parole board action on a suspension or revocation hearing.
Runaway Detention Hold - Detention holds due to runaway from home or placement,
or out-of-state runaways.

703H Sentence � (see also Delinquent Sentence) Court imposed sentence to detention
for delinquent act, when youth is not under probation supervision.

Sentencing Special Offenders (see Section 19-2-908, C.R.S.)
a. Mandatory Sentence Offender � These sanctions specify a minimum time

period of up to 24 months or less during which a youth must be in an out-of-
home placement.

b. Repeat Offender (Sentence Type) - A 'repeat' sentence type can be imposed
on a juvenile who has been previously adjudicated a juvenile delinquent and is
adjudicated a juvenile delinquent for a delinquent act that constitutes a felony or
if his or her probation is revoked for a delinquent act that constitutes a felony.
The court may or may not designate a minimum sentence length.

c. Violent Offender (Sentence Type) - A juvenile may be sentenced as a violent
offender if he or she is adjudicated a juvenile delinquent for a delinquent act that
constitutes a crime of violence as defined in section 16-11-309(2), Colorado
Revised Statutes.

d. Aggravated Offender (Sentence Type) � These sanctions specify a time
period of three to seven years during which time a youth must remain in the
custody of the Department of Human Services. Contingent upon court approval,
youth may be eligible for non-secure placement, parole, or transfer to the
Department of Corrections (adult corrections).

Situational Detention Hold - Temporary detention hold pending transportation or
release to a parent or guardian.

Social Service Detention Hold - Temporary detention hold for youth under Social
Services supervision pending evaluation, placement or other court decision.

Staff Secure Programs � Privately-operated staff secure programs provide 24-hour
line-of-sight supervision of youth.

State Operated Programs - Detention or commitment programs which are
administered by DYC employees in DYC owned facilities.

Total Commitment LOS - The average amount of time in DYC custody (sentence start
date to discharge date including parole) for all youth discharged from DYC during the
reporting period.
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Traffic Sentence - Court imposed detention sentence due to violation of traffic
ordinances.

Violent Offender (Sentence Type) � see Sentencing Special Offenders
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Management Reference Manual is designed to provide statistical information on youth
served by the Division of Youth Corrections (DYC) during FY2000-01 and other trend data.
Section I contains statewide population statistics while Sections II and III provide detailed
population statistics describing the commitment and detention program services, respectively.
Section IV contains population statistics for each of the Division�s management regions.
Trends in population data and client demographic characteristics are included in each section.
Unless otherwise noted, all data for this report are extracted from the DYC Client Data
System. A summary of key statistics provided in the report is discussed below.

I.  STATE TOTALS

A. Juvenile Justice Filtering Process to Commitment
• There were 58,560 juvenile arrests during 2000, representing 11.7% of the 10-17

year old population in Colorado.
• There were 16,986 juvenile filings during FY2000-01 representing 3.4% of the 10-17

year old population in Colorado.
• There were 7,164 probation intakes during FY2000-01 representing 1.4% of the 10-

17 year old population in Colorado.
• The proportion of the juvenile population committed to detention or committed has

remained relatively stable since FY1994-95. However, the proportion of juveniles in
commitment is slightly lower than in previous years and is at its lowest point since
FY1994-95. The proportion of youth in detention is also slightly lower than previous
years, and is currently at its lowest point in 10 years.

B. Clients Served1

• There were 10,339 unduplicated youth served in DYC programs during fiscal year
2000-01; 8,899 youth in detention programs and 2,263 youth served in commitment
programs. (Clients served in detention and commitment programs cannot be
summed as per footnote below).

• There were 1,505 youth served on parole during the fiscal year.

C. DYC Population Summary
• There was an average daily population (ADP) of 2,556 youth in all DYC programs

including detention (583), commitment residential (1,252), and parole (721) during
FY2000-01.

• There were 14,921 detention admissions and 766 new commitments in FY2000-01.

                                                          
1 Clients served represents the total number of youth served in a particular program during the reporting period.
Total clients served in a given category (e.g. detention or commitment programs) represents unduplicated counts
of clients served in those categories. Since youth can be served in more than one type of program in the course of
a year, the total clients served in a particular category will not necessarily equal the sum of the clients served in
each program.
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II.  COMMITMENT POPULATION TRENDS AND CHARACTERISTICS
A. Population Trends

• More youth were in commitment programs this fiscal year, compared to FY1999-00.
This is likely due to an increase in the average length of stay. In FY1999-00, youth
spent an average of 15.5 months in residential placement and 11 months on parole.
This year, youth spent nearly one month more time (16.3 months) in residential
placement and nearly one month more (11.8 months) on parole.

•  While the number of new commitments increased every year between FY1992-93
and FY 1998-99, the number decreased for the first time last fiscal year. This
decreasing trend in new commitments has continued at an even more dramatic rate.
In FY2000-01, new commitments decreased by 10 percent.

• There was an ADP of 1,973 youth in commitment programs in FY2000-01; 1,252 in
residential programs and 721 on parole.

• Thirty-five percent of the commitment residential ADP was served in state-operated
commitment programs and 65 percent was served in contracted programs.

• The residential ADP has increased by 131 percent during the past ten years,
outpacing the rate of increase in the number of new commitments. The number of
new commitments has grown by 41 percent since FY1990-91. In addition, new
commitments decreased for the second year in a row in FY2000-01.

• Parole ADP continues to experience large increases, due to mandatory parole
legislation. Since FY1998-99, parole ADP has increased 97 percent to 720.7 ADP in
FY2000-01. Length of stay on parole has increased from an average of 8.2 months
in FY1998-99 to 11.8 months in FY2000-01.

B.  Population Characteristics
1.  Gender

• Eighty-eight percent of new commitments in FY2000-01 were male. New
commitments have decreased for both males (12%) and for females (18%)
since FY1998-99.

• In FY2000-01 the ADP of females decreased slightly, while the ADP of males
increased somewhat. The average daily population of females has grown by
9 percent since FY1998-99. The male average daily population has grown by
approximately 13 percent during the same time period. This represents a
change from previous years, where proportional increases in female ADP
have been much greater than those for males.

• Residential length of stay has been increasing for both males and females.
However, the length of stay for females has increased at a greater rate (13%)
than for males (3%). This has led to a decrease in differences in LOS by
gender. Males discharged from custody during FY1998-99 had spent an
average of 3.3 months longer in residential programs compared to females.
In FY2000-01 males spent an average of 2.2 months longer in residential
placement.
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 2.  Ethnicity
• Anglo-American youth (51%) have consistently represented the largest single

ethnic group in residential programs followed by Hispanic/Latino youth (35%)
and African American youth (11%).

 3.  Age2

• The average age of youth at commitment in FY2000-01 was 16.4 years. This
figure has remained stable for the past three years in the DYC population.
Average age for males (16.5 years) and for females (16.2) has also remained
relatively unchanged over time.

• As has been the case in previous years, Seventeen-year-olds were the
largest single age group entering DYC commitment programs in FY2000-01.

4.  Other Characteristics
• The proportion of new commitments sentenced as mandatory offenders in

FY2000-01 (26%) was the same as last fiscal year (26%). These proportions,
however, are lower than previous years. Fifty percent of new commitments
were sentenced as mandatory offenders in FY 1998-99.

• The average age at first adjudication among new commitments was 14.1
years. Similar to age at commitment, this has been stable over the past three
years.

• Fifty nine percent of new commitments had been placed out-of-home at least
twice prior to commitment. (Eighty one percent had one or more out-of-home
placements).

• Similar to previous years, prior out-of-home placements have varied
significantly by gender. In FY2000-01 a higher proportion of females (79%)
had two or more prior out-of home placements than males (57%).

• Sixty one percent of new commitments had a history of running away during
the 12 months prior to being committed. This also varied dramatically by
gender, with 82 percent of newly committed females having a history of
running away prior to commitment, compared to 58 percent of males.

• Just over half (51%) of new commitments were identified during assessment
as in need of substance abuse treatment services.

• Seventy-seven percent of new commitments had at least one previous
adjudication prior to their current commitment.

• Forty-five percent of newly committed youth were committed for property
offenses and 38 percent for person offenses. The remaining newly committed
youth were committed for drug offenses (5%), weapons offenses (3%), and
other offenses (9%).

• Sixty-four percent of newly committed youth were sentenced for felony level
offenses.

• Approximately 66 percent of youth discharged from parole during FY 2000-01
were working or in school.

                                                          
2 Average age at commitment has been recalculated for the past three years and is slightly higher than figures
reported in previous manuals. In prior years these calculations were based on discrete (e.g., 16 years) values for
age and are now based on continuous (e.g., 16.487) values.
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III.  DETENTION POPULATION TRENDS AND CHARACTERISTICS
A.  Population Trends

• Trends in DYC detention populations have been similar to those of committed youth.
The average number of youth in DYC detention facilities on any given day has
increased by 56 percent over the past 10 years. The detention ADP, however, has
decreased slightly for the past two years.

• The ADP in state-operated detention programs represented 80 percent of the total
detention ADP; state-operated detention programs maintained an ADP of 464.6
youth in FY2000-01.

• The average length of stay (LOS) in detention facilities has been increasing steadily
since FY1990-01; from 10.8 days to 14.5 days.

• The detention ADP has increased by 56 percent during the past ten years,
outpacing the rate of increase in the number of detention admissions. This is most
likely due to increases in length of stay.

B.  Population Characteristics
1.  Gender

• Males made up 82 percent of new admissions and 83 percent of the ADP in
detention facilities in FY2000-01

• While length of stay in detention has decreased slightly in the past three
years for males, LOS for females has increased. In FY2000-01 males spent
an average of 15.3 days in detention, compared to 11.7 days for females.

2.  Ethnicity
• Anglo-American youth (44%) have consistently represented the largest single

ethnic group in DYC detention facilities, followed by Hispanic/Latino youth
(38%), and African-American youth (15%).

3.  Age3

• The average age at detention admission has remained stable at 16.0 years
for the past three years.

• Twenty-nine percent of youth admitted to detention were 17 years old and 25
percent were 16 years old.

4.  Reasons Held/Legal Status
• Eighty percent of the detention ADP during FY1998-99 was admitted due to

court (48%) or police (32%) action.
• Seventy percent of the detention ADP was preadjudicated, followed by

sentenced (20%) and committed (11%).

                                                          
3 Average age at detention admission has been recalculated for the past three years and is slightly higher than
figures reported in previous manuals. In prior years these calculations were based on discrete (e.g., 16 years)
values for age and are now based on continuous (e.g., 16.487) values.
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COMMITMENT POPULATION
TRENDS AND CHARACTERISTICS
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