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SUBJECT: Abandoned Infant Report pursuant to 19-3-304.5 (6)

Pursuant to Senate Bill 00-171 (10-3-304,5 (6)) Concerning Certain Abandoned Children, the State 
Department of Human Services is required to submit an annual report to the General Assembly 
compiling monthly reports by counties of the number of children abandoned under this statute.

There have been five cases of abandoned children where the statute might have had some application.

Counties report that during 2002 two mothers left the hospital after their infants were bom and they did 
not return for them. Another infant was taken to a fire station. That infant was subsequently reunited 
with the mother. In another situation a mother took her infant to the hospital and said she wanted to 
relinquish but did not want social services to be involved. She identified herself. Hospital staff 
provided her with referral information and called the county department after two days when mother had 
not returned. The county department found her and proceeded with the necessary court action. One 
other mother took her infant to a hospital and did not return.

These situations occurred in Arapahoe, Denver, Weld and El Paso Counties one in January 2002, one in 
February, one in March 2002, one in November 2002 and one in December 2002.
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The Honorable Alice J. Nichol 
State Senator 
136 State Capitol 
Denver CO 80203

Dear Senator Nichol:

Pursuant to Senate Bill 00-171 (10-3-304.5 (6)) Concerning Certain Abandoned Children, the State 
Department of Human Services is required to submit an annual report to the General Assembly 
compiling monthly reports by counties of the number of children abandoned under this statute.

There have been five cases of abandoned children where the statute might have had some application.

Counties report that during 2002 two mothers left the hospital after their infants were bom and they did 
not return for them. Another infant was taken to a fire station. That infant was subsequently reunited 
with the mother. In another situation a mother took her infant to the hospital and said she wanted to 
relinquish but did not want social services to be involved. She identified herself. Hospital staff 
provided her with referral information and called the county department after two days when mother had 
not returned. The county department found her and proceeded with the necessary court action. One 
other mother took her infant to a hospital and did not return.

These situations occurred in Arapahoe, Denver, Weld and El Paso Counties one in January 2002, one in 
February, one in March 2002, one in November 2002 and one in December 2002.

cc: Carol Taylor, Legislative Liaison

Our Mission is to Design and Deliver Quality H uman Services that Improve the Safety and Independence of the People of Colorado

Sincerely,

Marva Livingston Hammons 
Executive Director
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Dear Senator Reeves:

Pursuant to Senate Bill 00-171 (10-3-304.5 (6)) Concerning Certain Abandoned Children, the State 
Department of Human Services is required to submit an annual report to the General Assembly 
compiling monthly reports by counties of the number of children abandoned under this statute.

There have been five cases of abandoned children where the statute might have had some application.

Counties report that during 2002 two mothers left the hospital after their infants were bom and they did 
not return for them. Another infant was taken to a fire station. That infant was subsequently reunited 
with the mother. In another situation a mother took her infant to the hospital and said she wanted to 
relinquish but did not want social services to be involved. She identified herself. Hospital staff 
provided her with referral information and called the county department after two days when mother had 
not returned. The county department found her and proceeded with the necessary court action. One 
other mother took her infant to a hospital and did not return.

These situations occurred in Arapahoe, Denver, Weld and El Paso Counties one in January 2002, one in 
February, one in March 2002, one in November 2002 and one in December 2002.

Sincerely,

cc: Carol Taylor, Legislative Liaison

Our Mission is to Design and Deliver Quality Human Services that Improve the Safety and Independence of the People of Colorado

Executive Director

http://www.cdhs.stale.eo.us
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December 31, 2002

The Honorable Gayle Berry 
State Representative 
136 State Capitol 
Denver CO 80203

Dear Representaive Berry:

Pursuant to Senate Bill 00-171 (10-3-304,5 (6)) Concerning Certain Abandoned Children, the State 
Department of Human Services is required to submit an annual report to the General Assembly 
compiling monthly reports by counties of the number of children abandoned under this statute.

There have been five cases of abandoned children where the statute might have had some application.

Counties report that during 2002 two mothers left the hospital after their infants were bom and they did 
not return for them. Another infant was taken to a fire station. That infant was subsequently reunited 
with the mother. In another situation a mother took her infant to the hospital and said she wanted to 
relinquish but did not want social services to be involved. She identified herself. Hospital staff 
provided her with referral information and called the county department after two days when mother had 
not returned. The county department found her and proceeded with the necessary court action. One 
other mother took her infant to a hospital and did not return.

These situations occurred in Arapahoe, Denver, Weld and El Paso Counties one in January 2002, one in 
February, one in March 2002, one in November 2002 and one in December 2002.

Sincerely,

cc: Carol Taylor, Legislative Liaison

Our Mission is to Design and Deliver Quality Human Services that Improve the Safety and Independence of the People of Colorado

Marva Livingston Hammons 
Executive Director 

http://www.cdhs.state.cous
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December 31, 2002

The Honorable Fran Coleman 
State Representative 
136 State Capitol 
Denver CO 80203

Dear Representative Coleman:

Pursuant to Senate Bill 00-171 (10-3-304.5 (6)) Concerning Certain Abandoned Children, the State 
Department of Human Services is required to submit an annual report to the General Assembly 
compiling monthly reports by counties of the number of children abandoned under this statute.

There have been five cases of abandoned children where the statute might have had some application.

Counties report that during 2002 two mothers left the hospital after their infants were bom and they did 
not return for them. Another infant was taken to a fire station. That infant was subsequently reunited 
with the mother. In another situation a mother took her infant to the hospital and said she wanted to 
relinquish but did not want social services to be involved. She identified herself. Hospital staff 
provided her with referral information and called the county department after two days when mother had 
not returned. The county department found her and proceeded with the necessary court action. One 
other mother took her infant to a hospital and did not return.

These situations occurred in Arapahoe, Denver, Weld and El Paso Counties one in January 2002, one in 
February, one in March 2002, one in November 2002 and one in December 2002.

Sincerely,

cc: Carol Taylor, Legislative Liaison

Our Mission is  to Design and Deliver Quality Human Services that Improve the Safety and Independence of the People of Colorado

Executive Director
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December 31, 2002

The Honorable Tom Plant 
State Representative 
136 State Capitol 
Denver CO 80203

Dear Representative Plant:

Pursuant to Senate Bill 00-171 (10-3-304.5 (6)) Concerning Certain Abandoned Children, the State 
Department of Human Services is required to submit an annual report to the General Assembly 
compiling monthly reports by counties of the number of children abandoned under this statute.

There have been five cases of abandoned children where the statute might have had some application.

Counties report that during 2002 two mothers left the hospital after their infants were bom and they did 
not return for them. Another infant was taken to a fire station. That infant was subsequently reunited 
with the mother. In another situation a mother took her infant to the hospital and said she wanted to 
relinquish but did not want social services to be involved. She identified herself. Hospital staff 
provided her with referral information and called the county department after two days when mother had 
not returned. The county department found her and proceeded with the necessary court action. One 
other mother took her infant to a hospital and did not return.

These situations occurred in Arapahoe, Denver, Weld and El Paso Counties one in January 2002, one in 
February, one in March 2002, one in November 2002 and one in December 2002.

Sincerely,

cc: Carol Taylor, Legislative Liaison

Our Mission is to Design and Deliver Quality Human Services that Improve the Safety and Independence of the People of Colorado

Marva Livingston HammonsExecutive Director

http://www.cdhs.stataco.ua
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December 3 1, 2002

The Honorable Matt Smith 
State Representative 
136 State Capitol 
Denver CO 80203

Dear Representative Smith:

Pursuant to Senate Bill 00-171 (10-3-304.5 (6)) Concerning Certain Abandoned Children, the State 
Department of Human Services is required to submit an annual report to the General Assembly 
compiling monthly reports by counties of the number of children abandoned under this statute.

There have been five cases of abandoned children where the statute might have had some application.

Counties report that during 2002 two mothers left the hospital after their infants were bom and they did 
not return for them. Another infant was taken to a fire station. That infant was subsequently reunited 
with the mother. In another situation a mother took her infant to the hospital and said she wanted to 
relinquish but did not want social services to be involved. She identified herself. Hospital staff 
provided her with referral information and called the county department after two days when mother had 
not returned. The county department found her and proceeded with the necessary court action. One 
other mother took her infant to a hospital and did not return.

These situations occurred in Arapahoe, Denver, Weld and El Paso Counties one in January 2002, one in 
February, one in March 2002, one in November 2002 and one in December 2002.

Our Mission Is to Design and Deliver Q ua lity  Human Services that Improve the Safety and Independence of the People of Co lorado

Sincerely,

Executive Director

cc: Carol Taylor, Legislative Liaison
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The Honorable Lois Tochtrop 
State Representative 
136 State Capitol 
Denver CO 80203

Dear Representative Tochtrop:

Pursuant to Senate Bill 00-171 (10-3-304.5 (6)) Concerning Certain Abandoned Children, the State 
Department of Human Services is required to submit an annual report to the General Assembly 
compiling monthly reports by counties of the number of children abandoned under this statute.

There have been five cases of abandoned children where the statute might have had some application.

Counties report that during 2002 two mothers left the hospital after their infants were bom and they did 
not return for them. Another infant was taken to a fire station. That infant was subsequently reunited 
with the mother. In another situation a mother took her infant to the hospital and said she wanted to 
relinquish but did not want social services to be involved. She identified herself. Hospital staff 
provided her with referral information and called the county department after two days when mother had 
not returned. The county department found her and proceeded with the necessary court action. One 
other mother took her infant to a hospital and did not return.

These situations occurred in Arapahoe, Denver, Weld and El Paso Counties one in January 2002, one in 
February, one in March 2002, one in November 2002 and one in December 2002.

Sincerely,

cc: Carol Taylor, Legislative Liaison

Our Mission is to Design and Deliver Quality Human Services that Improve the Safety and Independence of the People of Colorado

Marva Livingston HammonsExecutive Director


