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marijuana related hospital 
period. Similar to marijuana, 

most cocaine indicators were or down in the past year and a half; with deaths, 
ADAM data, and treatment admissions remaining ED mentions and new users in 
treatment declined somewhat. The proportion cocaine treatment had 

but increased slightly in the first half of 2002. Curiously, this was attributable to 
Hispanic rather than African-American clients. A nlited pattern is also the circumstance for heroin 
indicators, with hospital discharges and deaths increasing, ADAM data and ED mentions stable, 
and treatment admissions and new users in treatment down slightly. Also, heroin treatment client 
demographic proportions have changed somewhat with more white and younger users, but fewer 
Hispanics. Accompanying this has been a continuing small upward trend in the proportion of heroin 
smokers and inhalers. limited indicator data, a recent treatment data from the 2002 
Colorado Youth Survey and most anecdotal data point to an increasing club drug problem in 
Colorado, among adolescents and young adults. 

INTRODUCTION 

1. Area Description 



• 

• 

• Colorado and the Denver metropolitan 
area, though economically, 
have seen small increases in 
unemployment rates. 
unemployment rate for September 
was 5.0 percent, up from 3 111 

September 2001 . 
unadjusted unemployment rate 
September 2002 \Vas 6.1 percent, 
compared to 4.8 percent in September 
2001. 

2. Data Sources and Time 
Periods 

Qualitative and ethnographic data 

• 

Colorado 

Hospital discharge data 
1 1 are 

care hospitals and some rehabilitation 
and psychiatric hospitals. These data do 
not include care. 

Drug/Alcohol Coordinated Data 
System (DACODS) reports are 

on clients at admIssion and 
from all Colorado alcohol and 

drug treatment receiving public 
monies. Annual are for 
I through the first half of 2002. 
DACODS data are collected and 
analyzed by the Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse Division (ADAD), Colorado 
Department Human 

Availability, price, aud distribution 
data are available from local Drug 

Administration (DEA) 
m third 

Death statistics and communicable 



• Arrestee Drug Abuse Monitoring 
(ADAM) Program arrestee 

• The Colorado Youth Surver is an 
annual statewide of 61 

1 

] organized 
and 

drug use. The CYS has conducted 
in 1 2002. The 
sample included more than 26,000 

DRUG ABUSE TRENDS 
1. Cocaine and Crack 

Colorado 

the 
users, defined 

to treatment within 3 
use, had 

level from 1996 (l to 
15.7 percent in 2001, but declined to 13.8 
percent during the first half of 2002( exhibit 

Treatment admission data indicate that 
has remained relatively 

stable 11 and 13 percent from 1996 
through the first half of 2002. Smoking 

had declined steadily from 67.4 
percent in 2001, but 

1 percent in the half 
same proportion as in I 

inhalation had 
1 to .9 

declined to 21.5 percent 



m 
occurrence may relate to the 

powder 
distribution networks discussion of 
cocame below). 

In general, the race/ethnicity proportions for 
cocaine treatment admissions have been 
changing somewhat. Whites accounted for 
the largest percentage of cocaine admissions 
m the first half 2002 (41.3 percent). 
Hmvever, this is a substantial declme from 
their proportion total cocaine clients in 
2001 (47.3 percent). Hispanic cocaine 
admissions had increased dramatically from 
only 1 percent in 1996 to a high of 
percent in 2000. However, this proportion 
declined to percent in 2001 and stayed 
at that level (26.4 percent) through the first 
half of2002. Conversely, African-American 
cocaine admissions had been almost cut in 
half dropping from 36.3 percent m 1996 to 
only 1 percent 1, but this 
proportion mcreased slightly to 
in the half of 

Colorado 

million). While they declined 
per million), they 

to 1 1 per 
number of 

rip,],thc in the time period indicated. 

a 
35.4 percent 

had cocaine positive 
urine samples in CY These numbers 
were stable in CY 200t with .8 percent of 
males and 45 percent of females testing 
positive. Provisional data for the first 
quar1er of CY 2002 shows a substantial 
decline in positive cocaine urines for both 

(27.1 percent) and females (33.3). 
However, these numbers substantially 
increased during the second quarter of CY 

to . percent of males and 5] .7 
percent of females. 

The Denver Field Division of the DEA 
reports the substantial availability of cocaine 
HCL across the state in ounce, pound, and 
kIlogram quantities. Mexican poly-drug 

nrrHlrH' control the majority of 
cocaine distribution in the Denver metro 
area through Hispanic, White and African-

. distributors. For the most part, 
is brought mto Colorado in 

from the southwest border and 



who street 

per rock 

2. Heroin 

For 200 I and the half of most 
heroin indicators are mixed with some 

some stable and some 
show that the rate heroin ED 

mentions (exhibit 3) declined from 1995 (31 
1 I 1 

Colorado treatment 
1 ), 

Colorado 

also been some 
proportions of 

users 
proportion of female heroin admissions has 
remained stable from 1996 percent) 
through the first half 2002 (31.6 percent). 
HO\vever, race/ethnicity proportions have 
changed during this same time period. 
Whites increased as a of 
total from percent in 1996 to 65.5 
percent 111 the first half of 2002, while 
Hispanics decreased (29.4 percent to 
19.7 percent). Also, the and under 

has increased as a percentage 
. from only 10.9 



From 1990 through 1996 opiate 
deaths averaged 85 per 

dramatically to 1 
year from 1996 2001, an 

ll1crease 

Colorado 

ounce quantities. have 
encountered heroin wrapped in wax paper, 
further contained within foil paper and clear 
plastic wrap, and flattened out to fit in 
hidden compartments. Street level weight is 
usually sold in seIling for $100 to 

$1 with ounces for S1500 to $3000. 
DEA Domestic Monitoring Program 

(DMP) that purity of 
from 8 to 64 percent 

around 18 percent). 

In Colorado quantities of heroin are 
sellmg for $1800 to $3500 per ounce and 

to per The purity is 
around 40 percent. 

3. Marijuana 

are stable or 
first half 



proportion of new users pnlPnn 

treatment for marijuana had been 
steadily from 1996 (35.8 percent) 
1999 .4 percent). in 2000 this 
proportion climbed slightly to 29.9 

at that percent) during 
2001, but dropped to .5 percent in the first 
half of (exhibit 

period. 
group proportion, which had increased from 
I percent 111 1 to 23.8 percent in 1999 

dropped to 1 percent in 1, 
to 18 percent in the first half of 

2000 ADAM data indicated that 40.9 
nP1TPlnr of the male arrestee sample and 38.5 

the female arrestee sample had 
marijuana urine screens. These 

remained relatively stable in 
1 with 40 percent of males and 

females testing positive. 
positive test proportions remained 

constant in the and 
males (41.5 



an ounce 

ounce. 

4. Stimulants 

While methamphetamine and other 
stimulant use m Denver across Colorado 

fluctuated from 1996 through the 
of most indicators 

during the last few 

Methamphetamine ED 
100,000 in Denver from 11 in 
1995 to only 5 in 2001. Conversely, 
amphetamine ED mentions per 1 
after dropping from 18 to 7 from 1 
1998, rose to 21 in and 
that 1. 
hospital occurrences 

4) have also shown a 
from 1995 to 1. 

Colorado 

users 
new users (exhibit rose 
to 1 the 
proportion of new users has declined to only 
1 percent. 

had been the most common route 
administration methamphetamine. 

However, IDU proportion been 
from 1 (40 percent) to the first 

while smoking 
become mcreasingly common in the last 

In the first half of about 
of treatment 

compared with 



unne screens were in 
male arrestee 
female arrestee 

~li.,uac",u only in CY 
and the first quarter with 3.4 
and of males, respectively and 
4.3 and 3.7 percent of females, .. ar'~=~T"'d 

methamphetamines. 
However, m the second quarter of CY 
only 3.3 percent of males had positive 
methamphetamine urines while 8.6 
of females tested positive. 

The DEA 

Colorado 

5. Club Drugs 

treatment 
the new infonnation won't be 

until hospital 
data do not have 

routinely collected separate breakouts for 
drugs. are currently 

two sources of institutional indicator data 
include the club drugs (DAWN and the 

Rocky Mountain Poison and Drug Center 
(Rl\,1PDC). In addition, AD AD has worked 
with OMNI Research and Training, a 
Denver-based finn, to add club drug 
questions to the Colorado Youth Survey. 

Also, in the summer of2001, ADAD 
conducted a 

adults 
on club drug use among 

adolescents admitted to 
treatment programs across the 

Some results studv are 
n,'p<;:Pl1itpfj in this along with' DA WN 
RMPDC, and data. In addition, some 

mformation on club lS 

DEA. 



tpf1,YlP MDMA use was reported by .7 
percent of sixth 1.1 percent 

3.0 percent of 
ninth graders, 5.2 

1 percent 
percent of 

ADAD's treatment survey sample of 
or percent, reported lifetime use of 

ecstasy, with 4.5 percent having used IJ1 the 
past 30 days. The of the users 
was 17.3 years and the average of first 
use was 15.9 years. 

The above information stilI does not come 
close to providing a complete view of 
MDMA prevalence in Colorado. The DEA 
reports that ecstasy has emerged as a 
popular drug in the Rocky Mountain 
Region. It is readily obtainable by 
individuals at raves, nightclubs, strip clubs, 
or private parties. The traffickers are 
typically white and in their late teens or 
twenties who get their MDMA from 
Vegas, Nevada and various cities in 
Califomia and on the East Coast, with 
source connections in Europe. They place 
the one tablet or capsule price at $15 to 
with larger quantities selling for to $12 
per tablet. 

Colorado 

to the Colorado Youth Survey (Exhibit 
5), lifetime GHB use was reported by .4 

percent of 
1.2 of eighth 

1.3 percent of ninth 1.5 
tenth 1.4 percent of 

eleventh graders, and 12 

In ADAD's treatment survey sample of 
or 10 percent, reported lifetime use of 

GHB, with .5 percent having used in the past 
days. The average age of the users was 

years, and the average age of first use 
was 16.1. 

The DEA reports that GHB is increasing in 
popularity in Colorado and is readily 
available at raves, nightclubs, strip clubs, 
and private parties. The price is $5-10 per 
dosage unit (i.e., one bottle cap full). 

Rohypnol (roofies) is a benzodiazepine 
sedative (others include Valium and Xanax) 
approved as a treatment for insomnia in over 
60 countries, but not in the U.S. Rohypnol 
is odorless, dissolves easily in 
carbonated beverages, and its effects are 

by alcohol use. There does not 
appear to be widespread use of this drug 
among either the general popUlation or the 
rave scene in Colorado. number of calls 
"C>f',a"U~f1 by RMPDC about this drug jumped 

1 in 1994 and 1995 to in 1998. 
7in 



111 

use was reported .5 In ADAD's treatment 
1.0 percent of or 11 reported use 

seventh of DXM with percent having used in the 
graders, 3.0 percent of ninth days. The average users 

tenth percent of was 16 whIle the of first 
percent of twelfth 

graders. 

In ADAD's treatment sample of 
or 19 percent, reported lifetime use of 

with percent 

ACQUIRED IMMUNODEFICIENCY SYNDROME (AIDS) AMONG INJECTING DRUG 
USERS 



1996-2002* Exhibit 1: Treatment 
Admission by Drug Type 

DRUG 1996 
Heroin 1957 

15.1 
Non-Rx Methadone 38 

Other Opiates N 283 
22% 

Methamphetamine N 1162 

Other N 

Cocaine N 3978 
30.6% 

Marijuana N 5042 
38.8% 

Hallucinogen N 95 
0.8% 

PCPN 3 
0.0% 

Barbiturates N 12 
% 0.1% 
Sedatives N 15 
Ole 0.1% 
Tranquilizers N 95 
% 

Inhalants N 131 
1.0% 

Other N 90 

Soun:e If)!" E~hibit I & 2: 
'"Fil"'! hnlf of 2002 

1997 1998 
1613 1894 

13.7% 13 
16 30 

o. 
254 331 

2.2% 
1748 931 

14.9% 

100 
0.9% 
3182 3798 

27.1 26.6% 
4459 5686 

37.9% 39.8%, 
75 99 

0.7% 0.7% 

2 2 
0.0% 0.0% 

17 23 
0.1 0.2% 

24 29 
0.2% 0.2% 

88 97 
0.8% 

100 117 
0.9% 0.8% 

79 167 

1999 2000 2001 2002* 
2086 1896 1841 817 

14 
31 25 

236 

1554 1710 2058 68 

202 158 81 
1 1 1 
3432 2768 2722 1410 

21 1 21 
6339 5571 5357 2553 

42.5% 391 
108 108 97 33 

0.8% 0.7% 
8 9 6 2 

0.1 0.1% 0.1 0.0% 
21 9 9 6 

0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 
26 38 22 13 

0.3% 0.2% 0.2% 
130 79 78 27 

0.9% 0.6'% 0.6% 
71 67 72 17 

0.5% 0.6% 
160 206 235 

EXHIBIT 2: ANNUAL PERCENTAGE OF HEROIN, l"'IETHAil1PHETAJ1.llNE, 
COCAINE AND ltlARIJUANA USERS ENTERING TREATA1ENT 
WITHIN THREE YEARS OF INITIAL USE: 1996-02* 

DRUG 1996 1991 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002* 

First half of 2002 



Exhibit 3 (Source: DAWN) Emergency Department Mentions for 
Selected Drugs 

100.0 . - .. -.- - --.. ..... - .......... " .... , .. _. ,. , .. . .. .... . ...... ... - -..... - . .. - ......... -.-.............. .. .... , .. . ............. ,..., ... - .. .. 

90 .0 

80.0 

g 70.0 I 
~ g 60.0 
.... 
... 50.0 
Q) 

a.. 
Q) 40.0 -n:I 

0::: 30.0 

20.0 

10.0 *I"II::-____ ~ 
0.0 I,._ .. _~,-

1995 1996 

)( )( 

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 

Year 

""'-Cocaine ~Heroin ...... Marijuana ~ Methamphetamine 

EXHIBIT 4 (Source: CHA & CDPHE) 

HOSPITAL DISCHARGE 
MENTIONS PER 100,000 FOR 
SELECTED DRUGS: 1995-2001 

DRUG 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 
AMPHETAMINES 728 532 959 815 682 942 1161 
RATE/ lOOK 19.4 13.9 24.6 20.5 16.9 21 .8 26.3 
COCAINE 2070 2255 2245 2492 2517 2732 2787 
RATE/ lOOK 55.3 59.0 57.7 62,8 62.3 63.2 63.2 
MARDUANA 1708 1740 211 8 2227 2204 2455 2755 
RATE/ lOOK 45 .6 45.6 54.4 56.1 54.6 56,8 62.5 
NARC. ANAlGS. 1103 760 1458 1566 1639 2053 2237 
RATE/lOOK 29 .4 19.9 37.5 39.5 40.6 47.5 50.8 
POPULATION 3746585 3819789 3892996 3966198 4039402 4324920 4407305 



Exhibit 5: Club Drug Use Among 6th Through 12th Graders 
2002 Colorado Youth Survey 

Source: Omni and 
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EXHIBIT 6: COLORADO CUMULATIVE AIDS CASES 
BY DEMOGRAPHIC CATEGORY 

THROPGH September 30, 2002 

6999 

5483 
African-American 852 
Hispanic 1145 
Asian 30 
Native American 50 

843 
Heterosexual contact 436 

184 
Risk not identified 276 

92.6% 
7.4% 

72.5% 

11.30/0 

15.1% 
.4% 
.7% 

5.8010 

2.3°/0 
3.7°/0 


