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Indicators show steady increases in methamphetamine use in Denver from 1991 to 
1997. Furthermore, among new methamphetamine user entering treatment during 
this period, smoking the drug has become increasingly popular. Ethnographic 
research confirms the Increased availability and popularity of the drug. Prices have 
remained stable. The use of crack remains a serious problem in Denver. Injecting 
cocaine has become less popular in recent In 1996, cocaine-including 
crack-accounted for the largest number of drug-related deaths in Colorado and for 
the second largest nunlber of treatment admissions. Field reports indicate that 
individuals are using both crack and methamphetamine, often concurrently or 
sequentially. The number of new heroin users who entered treatment increased 
during 1994-97, while the average age of heroin users entering treatment did not 
decrease during this time period. Since 1992, the number of heroin users smoking 
the drug has increased. Field reports indicate that heroin price and purity levels 
have remained stable during this period. proportion of new marijuana users 

treatment has remained stable 1994. However, 1991 users 
old or make up a proportion of these new users 

entrants. 

INTRODUCTION 

L Description 



metropolitan area accounts for a large 
percentage of Colorado's total population. 

In conjunction with population growth, the 
Denver metropolitan area is prospering 

Denver's unemployment rate 
for February 1997 was only 3.1 percent, and 
there has been a considerable 
increase in both new home building and 
commercial real estate development 

Poverty levels are low for the area. While 
Denver's poverty rate is 17.7 percent, the 
surrounding suburban counties have 
considerably lower rates: Arapahoe County, 
6.6 percent; Adams County, 13.2 percent; 
Jefferson County, 6.5 percent: and Douglas 
County, 3.0 percent. 

In addition to population growth, low 
poverty rates, and a strong economy, other 
considerations may influence drug use in 
Denver and Colorado: 

A recent influx of new residents from 
California 

tourism industry, which draws 
llHiVilJ of to State each 

major universities small 

2. Data Sources and Time Periods 

Data presented in this report were collected 
and analyzed November 1997. Although 
these indicators reflect trends throughout 
Colorado, they are dominated by the Denver 
metropolitan area. 

Qualitative and ethnographic data are 
available from active drug users not 
currently in treatment who were 
interviewed for this report. Local 
researchers and street outreach workers 
provided additional information. 

Drug-related arrest statistics are 
available from the Denver Police 
Department, for 1994 through August 
1997. Some of the arrest provided 

type and 

Drug-related emergency department 
(ED) mentions 



Availability, price, and distribution 
data are available from local 

January through 
and ethnographically from active 

drug users. 

1. Cocaine and Crack 

~V'~UU''- use continues to present a major 
concern throughout and Colorado. 
In 1 

• 

Acquired immunodeficiency 
syndrome (AIDS) data are available 
through 30, 1 from 
Sexually Transmitted Control 

,-"'«.VB, Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment. 

admissions. In 1996, this percent was 
(exhibits 1). Early indications from 1997 
data support this trend. However, . 

vHla""'~J of cocaine (likely to be 
and of 



cocaine admissions (44.5 
percent), but were 
disproportionately (35.9 

data from 1997 do not 
will be changes in 

indicators with Whites accounting for 
percent admissions and 

percent. 
have not changed 

and 

ounce. 
1 price data 
DEA. The DEA estimates for 
are $800-1,400 per ounce and $80-100 per 

Cocaine related arrest data, supplied by the 
Denver Police Department, are not 
distinguished from Opium related arrests. 
Despite this problem however, the numbers 
of arrests made for "Opium/Cocaine" sales 
have continuously increased since 1994. In 
1994 there were 180 arrests for 
"Opium/Cocaine" sales. This figure 
increased to 313 in 1 and 1 



Denver and Boulder. Hospital data show 
mentions from 1 
of 1. In 

"recreational use" increased. In 1995, 19 
percent of mentions were from 
"recreational use." In 1996, these mentions 
rose to account for 29 percent of heroin 
mentions. 

proportion and number of new heroin 
users entering treatment has increased in the 

few years, from 8.9 percent in 1994 to 
13.3 percent in 1995 and 1 percent in 
1996. Data from 1997 report 14 percent of 
heroin admissions are new users. (exhibit 2) 
Heroin smoking is also becoming more 
common. In 1992, only 0.4 percent of 
treatment admissions reportedly smoked 
heroin, compared with 3.1 percent in 1996 
and 3.5 percent so far in 1997. Both trends 
will need to be closely monitored. 

cross-sectional analysis of 
treatment admissions during 1 

1997 did not reveal 
trends in population. 

sold on the streets. 
of 

users on street 
of the heroin comes from Mexico. 
generally cut (mixed with other 
many times before it is sold on the street. 
Users report that most street heroin is 
generally similar in quality regardless of 
who they buy it 

In the last three years heroin prices have 
remained stable. The smallest unit of street 
heroin is a pill that sells $15-$20. A 
gram of black tar heroin will typically break 
into 12-14 pills. Prices are $30-$35 per 114 
gram, $60-$75 per 112 gram, and $1 
$140 per gram. Street dealers can usually 
buy a gram of heroin from their connection 
for $60-$70. Data from local DEA reports 
confirm these prices with a gram of heroin 
selling for $60-1 and an ounce for $1,500-

Outside Denver prices heroin 
DEA report that a gram 



quarter (April through June) of 1997 
purity from 65 percent to 17 

percent. 

Drug-related arrest data for the sale and use 
heroin been reported elsewhere in 

These data possibly indicate 
use. However, arrests for the 

possession of an "injection device," which 
are more likely to be an indication of heroin 
use, do not follow this trend. In 1994 there 
were 213 arrests made for injection devices. 
In 1995, arrests were made and in 1996, 
210 arrests were reported. 

3.. IVlarijuana 

Marijuana remains endemic in all areas of 
the State. It is grown locally and is also 
imported from other States and Mexico. 
\Vhile there are seasonal fluctuations in the 
quality of marijuana produced by local 
cultivators, users rarely report availability to 
be a problem. 

to 1994, the number of 
mentions doubled from to 

been steadily increasing: from 29.8 percent 
of total treatment admissions 1992, to 

1993, .9 percent in 1994, and 
percent in 1995. So far, in 1997 

marijuana admissions account for 37.4 
percent of all admissions to treatment. These 
increases may be partly related to users 
accounts of increased drug potency. 

From 1992 to 1994 the proportion of new 
users entering treatment for marijuana use 
increased substantially. (exhibit 2) In 1 
new users accounted for 17.8 percent of all 
marijuana users entering treatment. In 1993 
this trend continued with 23.7 percent new 
users. Finally, in 1994 new user admissions 
accounted for 32 percent of clients. Since 
1994, new users account for 30 percent of all 
marijuana users entering treatment. 

A cross-sectional analysis of "new" 
marijuana treatment admissions during 
1991, 1994, and 1997 indicate that the 
proportion of users 18 years old or younger 
entering treatment is increasing. In 1994, 
this population accounted for 78.5 percent of 
admissions, yet in 1994 it accounted 90.2 
percent of "new" admissions. In 1 
percent of new admissions are users 18 

old or 



reported. 

marIJuana. Very short 
also have been 

arrests made for marijuana use 
substantially. In 1994, 1 

arrests were made 

marIjuana 
arrests were 
arrests were 

4. Stimulants 

to 

treatment 
were new users (exhibit 2). By 1995, new 
users accounted for .8 percent of primary 

treatment admissions. 
proportion of new users remained high 

1.3 percent) in 1996. While data are 
limited for 1997, 18.5 percent of 
methamphetamine treatment admissions are 
new users. 

While has remained the most 
common route of methamphetamine 
administration in 1997 (36.8 percent of 

treatment admissions 
in the 



in 1 early 1 indicate that 
methamphetamine users treatment 
are predominately white (89.1 percent), 
and nearly 31 percent are or younger. 
A of young 

methamphetamine injectors sell 
methamphetamine or marijuana. 

Due to recent chemical regulation 
the 

arrest was 
increased to lOin 1 

use 

methamphetamine use have remained stable 
for the last two In 1995, 124 arrests 
were made and in 1996, 121 arrests were 
made. 



ACQUIRED IMMUNODEFICIENCY SYNDROME (AIDS) 
AMONG INJECTING DRUG USERS (IDUs) 
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EXHIBIT 1 

DENVER 
PERCENTAGE OF DRUG TREATMENT ADMISSIONS 

BY PRlMARY DRUG OF ABUSE 
1991-97 1 

i~··-~~~t ~. .T. '#'~ .. ~. 

~x 6l. 

--~.'-Jo:" -
• 

"",,~. . .., . ..,. : : 

I,e; 
991 ~~96 -" "'." 

19~r.2 1993 
~ ~ 

1-994 i{~ 1995 

13.9 11.8 10.3 I 11.5 10.8 10.4 

3.2 2.7 2.6 2.4 2.0 2.0 
I 

.2 .21 .2 .2 .2 .2 

4.3 4.7 8.0 I 11.7 9.4 13.1 

42. 1 42.6 1 40.5 32.5 32.2 32.4 

29.8 32.0 33.9 36.8 41.0 37.4 

.1 .2 .2 .1 .1 .2 

.1 .1 .1 .2 .1 .0 

.8 1.0 .7 .7 .8 .9 

1.4 1.0 .7 .7 .8 .4 

2.1 2.2 1.3 1.4 1.0 1.5 

0.0 .1 .1 .1 0.0 0.0 

.3 .1 .2 .1 .1 .4 

SOURCE Colorado Drug/Alcohol Coordinated Data System 

I 1997 data presented only includes January through April 1997 . 
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Exibit 1A 
of allliual primairy heroin, methamphetamine, 

marijuana and cocaine treatment admissions 
1991-1997* 

1997 only includes data froIn January through April) 
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Exibit 2 
of al1l1ual11eroin, methamphetamine, marijllana, 
cocai11e treatlnent admissions entering treatment 

withi11 3 years of initial use 
1991-1997* 

(* 1997 only includes data from January through Apri 
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Exibit 3 
Annual ED mentions for cocaine 

1989-1996 
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Exibit 4 
Almual ED me11tions 

for heroin, methamp11etan1ine, a11d marijuana, 
1989-1996 
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Exibit 5 
Proportions of methamphetamine treatment admissions 

entering treatment wit11in 3 years of initial use 
by route of administration 

1991,1994 and1997* 
(* 1997 only includes data from January through April) 
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Female 

Race/ethnicity 
\\'hite 
African-American 
Hispanic 
Asian 
Native American 

(years) 

5,638 
381 

4,553 
597 
810 

37 

27 

1,408 
519 

6 

(13.4) 
(.4) 
(.6) 

(.4) 


