
:,, / :2 '2, \ / IC19Ct, / fLy 

C·1 
S~TI~'~tl ~?I' I~;rIP~I~1 i11~,BI PIIICI IAI~ : IIINIISI I I ~II ~RI' f, ~I Y 
IIIIIII!I !III III 111111 III 11111,111.1 1II IIillii 
3 1799 00113 2265 

DRUG USE TRENDS IN DENVER 

AND COLORADO 

Colorado Alcohol & 
Drug Abuse Division 

Robert Aukerman 
Director I Alcohol and Drug Abuse Division 

Harold Meadows 
Associate Director 

Bruce Mendelson 
. Director of Data Analysis and Evaluation 

Unda Harrison 
Researcher 

Randall Deyle 
Researcher 

Denise Stubert 
Administrative Program Specialist 

OFFICE OF DATA ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION 



1. Area at 

II 



Time 

III 

III 

III 

III 



1, 

report 

a2f:nClles in the 
state. 

Colorado 

con
In 

percent of cocaine admis
sions reported being new users-down 
slightly from observed in 
1994 and substantially down from the 1988 
peak of percent. 

dernOi!~raD,hic data and 
drug for 

A 
t'ifV"O'"'''''' ",."l1U . .,.:>UJU is a male 

(59.2 percent), typically aged 26-34 
(average and began using cocaine at 
an average of years. Alcohol is 
the common secondary drug 
reported. 





declined from a high 
1988 to 6.8 nen::ent 

1'\£, ... "", .. ,.>.-1 to 
New users of opiates 

as a proportion of total opiate 
admissions dropped from a high 

to percent in 
1993, to 8 percent in 1994, 
but declined to only 16A percent in 1995 
(exhibit 

The two private methadone clinics in 
both located Denver, began 

reporting on the DACODS in January 
1989. The data from these clinics are 
excluded from the information presented in 
exhibits 1, and 6 so as not to interfere 
with the trends presented; however, they 
are included in the analysis of the demo
graphics and use patterns of heroin 
admissions to provide a more accurate 
picture of heroin users in Colorado 
(exhibit 3). A heroin admis-
sion is male, white, and over 35 years old. 
The average heroin admission began using 
at an age 21 and just 
over secondary cocaine 
use. 

Denver, Colorado 

lOA per 1 million in both 1988 and 1989 
to 7.9 in 1990, rebounding sharply to 13.2 
in 1991 and steadily increasing to 26.3 per 
1 million in 1995, highest rate reported 
to date. 

Heroin ER mentions per 100,000 
popUlation decreased from 13.1 in 1989 to 
7A in 1991, increased to 8.3 in 1992, and 
then jumped dramatically to 18A in 1993, 
and to 33.7 in 1994, the highest rate of 
mentions observed to date. Similarly, 
narcotic-related hospital inpatient episodes 
declined from 17. 1 per 100,000 population 
in 1989 to 16 in 1991, then increased to 
18 in 1992, to 19.5 in 1993, and steeply 
increased to 28.8 in 1994. As in the case 
of cocaine, this increase may be partly due 
to hospital reporting procedure changes 
(exhibit 7). 

The rate of acute hepatitis-B cases dropped 
from 6.1 per 100,000 population in 1988 
to only 2A in (exhibit 7); however, 
increases were observed in both 1994 and 
1995 at 2.8 and 4 per 100,000, 
respectively. 

3. Marijuana 





been The DEA also reported a 
by urban professionals 

'",n"", .. metro area. 

amlPh,etamllle treatment 
.... " .. ",,,,,,,,,<'1 to 9 percent in 1994 

after fluctu-
ating 5,6 and percent for the 
prior 6 years (exhibits 1 and 10). New 
amphetamine users in treatment have also 
increased steadily from a low of 10.1 
percent in 1 to more 25 percent in 
1995 (exhibits 2 and 10). 

Amphetamine admissions are usually male, 
though a large proportion (44.5 percent) 
are female (exhibit 3). The vast majority 
of amphetamine admissions are white 
(87.2 percent), the largest proportion 
(38.4 percent) are aged While 
injection is the most commonly reported 
route administration, the proportion of 
clients reporting use smoking has in
creased to 16 percent. Marijuana is the 
most commonly reported secondary drug. 

DUF hfiIU'''''' indicate that the proportion of 
for amphetamine 

during In 

Denver, Colorado 

highest rate observed in the most recent 
seven year time period. Overall amphet
amine mentions followed the same pattern, 
falling from 1989 to 4.9 by 1992, 
but to 
1994. Similarly, amphetamine-related hos
pital inpatient episodes had declined from 
5.9 per 100,000 population in 1989 to only 
2.6 in 1991. However, such episodes bad 
also increased nearly five-fold to 12 per 
100,000 by 1994 (exhibit II). 

5. Hallucinogens 

The Denver Police Department reports an 
influx of lysergic acid diethylamide (LSD), 
psilocybin mushrooms and methoxy
methylene dioxyamphetamine (XTC). 
Users are often 'grungers' and are using 
for nostalgic reasons. On the other hand, 
while psilocybin mushrooms are more 
common in Boulder, less LSD has been 
reported in that area. In the Vail area, 
XTC is quite common among the 18-25 
age group and LSD from Chicago is 
available in both the blotter and liquid 
form in that area. Psilocybin mushrooms 
are very popular at this time of year, and 
are often used with the 
parties the ski 
season. 





Denver, Colorado 

ACQUIRED IMMUNODEFICIENCY SYNDROME (AIDS) AMONG 
INJECTING DRUG USERS (lDUs) 

Of the 5,368 AIDS cases reported in 
Colorado through March 31, 1996, 7.8 
percent were classified as IDUs, and 
another 10.6 percent were homosexual or 
bisexual males as well as IDUs (exhibit 
12). 





Yaer 

N 

1988 36 

1989 39 

1990 87 

1991 74 

1992 75 

1993 100 

1994 103 

1995 178 

EXHIBIT 2 

DENVER 
NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF DRUG USERS ENTERING TREATMENT 

WITHIN FIRST 3 YEARS OF USE OF SUBSTANCE INDICATED 
1988-95 

New Us .. Entering Tt.eWentWitl1ln·Fitst3:Y-'of Use ()fSUbstence IndicMed 

Heroin Other OpIate. Cocaine • MliltljUene • AmPhetamine 

% N 
.... 

% 
. 

N .% N % N % 

9.5 27 22.1 401 26.3 247 19.5 " " 
8.6 26 23.0 403 26.2 409 22.1 " * 

7.8 39 22.4 415 23.1 394 17.8 * " 

7.7 43 20.3 431 18.5 305 14.7 23" 10.1 

6.8 42 15.9 501 14.8 421 17.8 49 11.0 

8.6 35 12.2 639 15.2 751 23.9 86 14.9 

8.9 71 22.8 609 13.5 1211 32.0 227 22.8 

13.3 53 16.4 513 13.4 1333 30.9 381 25.2 

• Amphetamine data not available until 7/91-'91 figures based on 6 months. 
SOURCE: Colorado Drug/Alcohol Coordinated Data System 
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C LORADO COCAINE TRENDS 
TREATMENT ADMISSIONS: 1988·1995 

1988 1990 1992 1994 
1989 1991 1993 1995 

YEAR 

COLORADO COCAINE TRENDS 
SELECTED INDICATORS: 1988-1995 

EXHIBIT 4 

EXHIBIT 5 

100-'--~====================~--' 
...................... 1111.3 ...................................... .. 

;;,. 
90 ................................................................... ........................................................................ ... . 
80 .... ..................................................................................... _.............................................. . ........................................ / ................................ _--._ ... .. 

70 
................................................................................................ ··· ...... ··· .. · ...... · .... ·· .. ·· .. ··64·:jy····· .. ·· .................................. - .. - ... ~-

... 

1988 
1989 1091 1993 1lX15 

YEAR 

II'.> ER MENTIONSI100K --+--- DISCH/lOOK ,"*", OOF % POSfTn/E VA -8' OEATHS/1 MIlLION II 
13 





fJ) 
w 
G 
~ z 
w 
o 
cr: 
W 
0.. 



EXHIBIT 10 

COLORADO AMPHETAMINE TRENDS 
TREATMENT ADMISSIONS: 1988-1995 
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EXHIBIT 11 

COLORADO AMPHE'rAMINE TRENDS 
SELECTED INDICATOR DATA: 1988-1995 

1988 1990 1992 1994 
1989 1991 1993 1995 

YEAR 
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DENVER 
COLORADO CUMULATIVE AIDS CASES BY 

DEMOGRAPHICS, MORTALITY STATUS, AND EXPOSURE CATEGORY 
THROUGH MARCH 31, 1 

Demographic Ch;aractttri~i;ic 

Number of confirmed cases 

Male 
Female 

Cumulative mortality 
Alive 
Deceased 

White 
Black 
Hispanic 
Asian 
Native American 

Age at diagnosis 
<13 
13~19 

20~29 

Exposure category 
Men/sex/men 

user 
IOU and men/sex/men 
Transfusion rt:>(",n""'n~ 

321 

4,126 
501 
694 

18 
29 

24 
970 

417 
567 

(100.0) 

(94.0) 
(6.01 

(39.6) 

(18.1) 

1.6) 


