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CARL BLAUROCK, DENVER

KODACHROME By

R
N MID-WINTE
p PASS AND THE HIGH ROCKIES 1

LOVELAN

OLORADO’S HIGHEST ROADS literally take the motorist to the top of the world.

By One scenic highway leads to the summit of Mount Evans, 14,260

feet above sea level, another climbs majestic Pikes Peak, elevation

14,110 feet, while a third, Trail Ridge Road through Rocky Moun-

tain National Park, is the highest continuous highway in America.

A A \\...‘W For 15 miles this oiled highway winds across the crest of the

=l s& /% Rockies, from 11,000 to 12,183 feet above sea level ... Mount

=~ W8 5, Evans, 62 highway miles from Denver, is reached via U. S. 40 to

Idaho Springs, then Highway 103 to the summit. All but five miles of the highway

(near the summit) is oil surfaced . .. Pikes Peak is reached via U. S. 24 to Cascade,

west of Colorado Springs, then Highway 250 (gravel-surfaced) to the summit . . . These
scenic highways are open to travel from about June 5 to October.

TIMBERLINE IN THE ROCKIES is the highest point at which the hardiest trees are
able to survive the winter winds and storms. Timberline elevations vary, but average
about 11,500 feet above sea level. Trees found at timberline are bent and twisted

into grotesque shapes from their battles with the elements.

WINTER SPORTS are becoming increasingly popula¢ in Colorado. Modern high-
ways, which add tremendously to the pleasure of motoring in Colorful Colorado in
spring, summer and fall months, have opened up new opportunities for winter sports
enthusiasts. Excellent areas for skiing, tobogganing and skating are now easily acces-
sible by motorcar over winter-maintained highways. Lodges, ski tows and other facilities
have been built at a number of these sports centers and add to the popularity of the
winter activities . . . Winter visitors to Colorado can enjoy mild temperatures and
sunshiny days in the lower altitudes; an hour's drive and they are in a new world of
great white mountains, seemingly limitless in extent and of imposing beauty in their
mantle of snow, fringed with the evergreen spruce and pine trees.

HIGH TEMPERATURES are not oppressive in Colorado as are similar temperatures in
areas of heavy humidity. Colorado’s climate is dry, exhilarating and healthful as men
of World War |l who trained in the State will testify. Summer nights are cool, refresh-
ing, and sleep-inducing. Winters are unbelievably mild, particularly in the cities and
areas lying just east of and protected by Colorado’s front range of mountains. The
sun shines in Colerado more than 300 days each year. Annual precipitation varies
from 7 to 26 inches in different sections of the state, with the average 16.62 inches.
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COLORADO 1S PARTICULARLY C

COLORADO'S MAIN EAST-WEST HIGHWAYS cross from one to three mountain
ranges. These main routes, through high-walled canyons, across expansive valley
areas and over rugged mountain ranges, are kept open to travel throughout the
winter months by the State Highway Maintenance Department. These routes include
17 mountain passes (low crossings of mountain ranges), varying from 9,000 to
12,000 feet above sea level. The main routes, rebuilt, modernized and oiled during
the years before World War |l, have become very popular with motorists because of
the great variety of scenery offered on any route selected ... The main highways
that cross the State are U.S. Routes 6, 40, 24, and 50. Other routes that serve
particular sections of the State are U.S. 34, 36, and 160. U.S. 85-87 is the main
north-south route which parallels the front range of mountains and serves all of

the larger cities that lie just to the east of Colorado’s “'foothills™.

COLORADO’S HIGH-ALTITUDE celery, head-lettuce, cantaloupes, peaches, cherries
and other fruits and vegetables are widely known for their fine quality and excellent
flavor, Colorado leads all states in the production of sugar beets and beet sugar.
Other important crops are potatoes, corn, wheat, beans, barley, hay and alfalfa. The
grazing of cattle and sheep is a large industry as is also the fattening of livestock
for market. Dairying and hog and poultry raising operations are extensive. Over
2,000,000 acres of rich farm land are irrigated by the waters from the Rockies.
Great reclamation projects are being developed by the Federal Government to utilize
more and more of the waters of the Rockies for the benefit of the people.

COLORADO’S UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES attract students from nations through-
out the warld. High educational standards are combined with an unsurpassed setting
for, health and recreation and the great outdoors provides a natural laboratory for
many sciences. The summer sessions of these institutions are attended by thousands
of graduate and undergraduate students who combine instructive endeavors with
delightful vacations.

GOOD ACCOMMODATIONS hotels, auto courts, restaurants and other facilities—
at reasonable prices, are available in all Colorado cities. In the mountain resort areas,
near spruce-bordered lakes and streams, are lodges, cabin cottages and dude ranches,
modernly equipped. You can dress as you choose and live as you choose in Colo-
rado’s great vacation area ... Colorado will be crowded in July and August—why
not vacation here in June or September?
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R
ON AND THE COLORADO RIVE

b
COLORFUL GLENWOOD CAN

PEOPLE OF AMERICA...

Just a friendly little message from a state that's bard to beat,

Where the sunbeams kiss the snow-caps on each and every peak,
Where the rivers flow like magic and the water is crystal clear,

If you like pure air and sunshine, then — for “goodness sake” come bere!

CONTRIBUTED BY S. R. OBENLAND, DENVER
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Issued 1946 by the
COLORADO STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
DENVER, COLORADO
JOHN C. VIVIAN, Governor, Chief Executive
MARK U. WATROUS, State Highway Engineer

Members of Advisory Board « Cady L. Daniels, Chairman, Colorado Springs
Wilbur Denious, Denver « Edwin M. Oliver, Paonia « C. L. Ullstrom, Alamosa
Ira K. Young, Pueblo + Walter B. Cooper, Fort Collins = Johin A. Fries, Brush




