OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

136 Stale Capitol
Denver, Colorado 80203
Phone (303) 866-2471
Fax (303) 866-2003

John W, Hickenlooper

D 2018—002 Governor

EXECUTIVE ORDER

Declaring a Disaster Emergency in La Plata and San Juan Counties Due to the 416
Fire, Authorizing Deployment of the Colorado National Guard, and Waiving Certain
Emergency Medical Technician Certification Requirements

Pursuant to the authority vested in the Governor of the State of Colorado and, in
particular, pursuant to Article IV, Scction 2 of the Colorado Constitution and the rclevant
portions of the Colorado Disaster Emergency Act, C.R.S § 24-33.5-701, et seq., I, John W.
Hickenlooper, Governor of the State of Colorado, hereby issue this Executive Order declaring a
statc of disaster emergency in La Plata and San Juan Countics duc to the 416 Firc in La Plata
County (“416 Firc”), cnabling statc agencics to coordinate responsc and recovery cfforts, and
making resources available for responsc and cxpenscs to statc agencics for recovery activitics.

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 5 of the Colorado Constitution and pursuant to C.R.S.
§ 28-3-104, I also hercby authorize deploying the Colorado National Guard for the purposc of
responding to the 416 Fire.

I. Background and Purposc

The Governor is responsible for mecting the dangers to the state and pcople presented by
disasters. The Colorado Disaster Emergency Act defines a disaster as “the occurrence or
imminent threat of widespread or severe damage, injury, or loss of life or property resulting from
any natural causc or cause of human origin, including but not limited to fire.” C.R.S § 24-33.5-
703(3).

On June 1, 2018, under red flag conditions for firc danger, a firc of unknown causc
startcd in La Plata County along U.S. Route 550 between Durango and Silverton. The fire
originated on United States Forest Scrvice property, and the United States Forest Service
assumed responsibility for costs. La Plata County dcclared a local disaster emergency at
approximately 6:00 PM, on June 1, 2018.

At approximately 8:15 AM on June 3, 2018, I verbally declared a disaster emergency for
wildland fire in La Plata County and activated the Statc of Colorado Hazard and Incident
Response and Recovery Plan, also known as the State Emergency Operations Plan. 1 further
verbally authorized deployment and usc of the Colorado National Guard for wildland fire
support in La Plata County.
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By June 4, the fire consumed approximately 3,000 acres in rugged terrain and forced the
cvacuation of over 800 homces, with hundreds morc on pre-cvacuation status. At least 124
businesses arc in the cvacuation and pre-cvacuation arcas, enhancing cconomic hardship in La
Plata and San Juan countics. San Juan County declared a local disaster ecmergency on June 7,
2018.

Fircfighters required significant air scarch and rescuce support because of the wide range
of the firc and the naturc of the terrain where it was burning. After the only available private
scctor helicopter was removed from service duc to mechanical failure, the United States Forest
Service Incident Management Team requested assistance by the Colorado National Guard to
provide air scarch and rescuc capabilitics.

If the fire spreads to non-federal lands, the State shall assume responsibility for a portion
of the fire, and the firc shall be managed in accordance with statc statute and this Executive
Order.

I1. Declarations and Dircctives

A. The 416 Firc and associated impacts constitutc a disaster emergency under C.R.S
§ 24-33.5-701, er seq. My verbal order of Junc 3, 2018, dcclaring a disaster
emergency is hereby memorialized by this Exccutive Order and shall have the full
force and effect of law as if it were contained within this Executive Order.

B. The Statc of Colorado Ilazard and Incident Responsc and Recovery Plan, also
known as thc Stalc Emergency Operations Plan, is hercby activated. All State
departments and agencics shall take whatever actions may be required and requested
by the Dircctor or Acting Director of the Office of Emergency Management pursuant
to the Colorado Hazard and Incident Response and Recovery Plan, including
provision of appropriatc staff and cquipment as necessary.

C. Pursuant to C.R.S. § 24-33.5-706(4)(a), | order two million dollars ($2,000,000) in
the Disaster Emergency Fund be cncumbered to pay for response and recovery
cfforts rclated to the 416 Firc and associated impacts since Junc 1, 2018.

D. Further, pursuant to C.R.S. § 24-33.5-705.4(5), the Dircctor of the Office of
Emergency Management is hereby authorized and directed to allocate the funding to
the appropriatc government agencics and non-profit organizations and cxecutc
awards, purchasc ordcers, or other mechanisms 1o cffect the allocation of the funds.
These funds shall remain available for this purpose until sixty (60) months from the
datc of this Exccutive Order, and any unexpended funds shall be reimbursed to
accounts from which they were originally transferred.

E.  The Division of Homeland Sccurity and Emergency Management is authorized and
dirccted to coordinatc application, via fire billing practices within the Division of
Fire Prevention and Control, to the federal government for funds available for
reimbursement and to coordinate application for any other funds available related to
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this disaster emergency. Specifically, the Division of Firc Prevention and Control 18
directed to scck reimbursement from the United States Forest Service for all eligible
costs associated with asscts and resources it has requested from the State, including,
but not limited to, Colorado National Guard assets and personncl.

F. Under the provisions of C.R.S. § 24-33.5-704(7)(a), (c), and (g), and in the interest
of public safety, I hereby authorize the Colorado Department of Public Health and
Environment to suspend regulations and licensing requirements for Paramedics and
Emergency Medical Technicians from outside of Colorado formally ordered by on-
scene incident management organizations to respond to the 416 Fire for the duration
of this Executive Order.

G. My verbal orders of Junc 3, 2018, activating the Colorado National Guard and
authorizing the usc of Colorado National Guard asscts for wildland firc missions arc
hereby memorialized by this Exceutive Order and shall have the full force and effect
of law as if they were contained within this Exceutive Order.

Ili.  Duration

This Exccutive Order shall cxpire thirty (30) days from Junc 3, 2018, unless extended
further by Exccutive Order, cxcept that the funds described in paragraph 1I{C) abovec shall
remain available for the described purposes for sixty (60) months from the datc of this Executive
Order.

GIVEN under my hand and the
Exccutive Scal of the State of
Colorado, this fificcnth day of

June, 20] 8.

ohn W. Hickenlooper
Governor




