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RESEARCH SERVICE

RECENT STATISTICS FROM THE LIBRARY

CHALLENGED MATERIALS IN
COLORADO PuBLIC LIBRARIES, 2003

The American Library Association defines a
challenge as: “an attempt to remove or restrict
materials, based upon the objections of a
person or group...Challenges do not simply
involve a person expressing a point of view,
rather they are an attempt to remove material
from the curriculum or library, thereby
restricting the access of others.”

Each year, the Library Research Service
collects data on formally challenged materials
as a part of the Colorado Public Library
Annual Survey. In 2003, 20 Colorado
libraries reported 63 challenges to books,
materials, events, and exhibits. The number
of challenges represents a reduction from the
70 reported in 2002, although the number of
libraries reporting these challenges increased

Highlights

Arming America: The Origins of a National
Gun Culture by Michael A. Bellesiles was
the most challenged title in Colorado’s
public libraries during 2003.

Three reasons for challenges accounted for
nearly half (45%) of reported objections:
offensive language, unsuited to age group,
and sexually explicit.

Young adult materials represented a larger
proportion of challenges in 2003 than in
previous years.

from 16 to 20. The number of materials, events, and exhibits challenges reported in
2003 was slightly below the average of 65 occurrences for the preceding five-year period

(see Chart 1).

Chart 1: Number of Challenges Reported by Colorado Public Libraries
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Challenges to Internet content or access policies were also noted as a part of the 2003
survey. Six Colorado public libraries reported a total of 12 challenges to these services,
a reduction of 59% from the 2002 total of 29 Internet-related challenges.

Colorado State Library  Colorado Department of Education

.] Library & Information Science Program ¢ College of Education * University of Denver
© 2005 « Permission granted to reproduce for nonprofit purposes




A follow-up survey was distributed to libraries that had reported challenges. The survey
requested more detailed information about the nature of each challenge, including format, title,
author, date of publication/incidence, and reasons reported for each challenge, as well as any
actions that may have been taken by the library in response. Of the 21 libraries that had
reported challenges of any kind, 15 responded to the follow-up survey, providing detailed
information on 53 of the 75 total challenges related to materials, events, exhibits, and Internet
access.

Actions

Actions taken by Colorado public libraries in response to formal challenges are summarized in
Chart 2. Of the 48 non-Internet challenges reported in the follow-up survey, 31 (65%) resulted
in no change being made by staff regarding the location, availability, description, or
classification of an item. In seven cases (14% of the total), the action was dropped by the
individual who filed the challenge before the library took official action on the matter in question.
Four challenges (8% of the total) resulted in an item being moved to an alternate location in the
library. One challenge resulted in the re-classification of an item, while one other challenge
prompted a change in the description of the item in the library’s online catalog. In an additional
challenge case, a title was added to a library’s collection in order to provide an opposing
viewpoint. There were two reported incidents (4%) in which library staff members resolved
challenge situations by explaining institutional policies to patrons.

Chart 2: Actions Taken by Colorado Public Libraries
in Response to Formal Challenges
2003

No Change
in Book Placement
65%

Action Dropped
by Patron
Moved Book 15%

8%

Other Explained Policy
8% 4%

Of the five Internet related challenges listed in the follow-up survey, three resulted in filtering
software being installed on at least one library computer.
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Overall, formal challenges prompted changes to availability, location, classification, description,
or access policy in 9 of the 53 cases (17%) detailed in the follow-up survey, while 44 of 53
challenges (83%) resulted in no action taken by library staff that specifically impacted the item
or service in question.

Formats

Books continued to

be the most Chart 3: Format of Non-Internet Materials Challenges
challenged format in in Colorado Public Libraries
2003
Colorado public
libraries in 2003. Book

63%

Nearly two-thirds
(63%) of formal non-
Internet related
challenges were
directed at books,
while a quarter of
challenges (25%)
concerned video
titles. Challenges

. . . . Oth - . 25%
involving periodicals, 4. Periodical Audio

L 4% 4%
audio titles, and

other/miscellaneous

(e.g. unspecified)

formats accounted for

the remaining eighth

(12.5%) of occurrences (see Chart 3).

The percentages of formal challenges by format for 2003 did not reflect radical changes in the
historical distribution of challenge episodes over the preceding five years. There were,
however, some

Chart 4: Format of Non-Internet Materials Challenged interesting statistical
in Colorado Public Libraries i i
1968.2002 shifts. While books

continued to be the
ook most frequently
68% challenged format,
the percentage of
challenges directed at
books in 2003 (63%)
was lower than the
preceding five-year
average of 68
percent. The majority
of this 5 percent
decrease from the

22% . .
5% 2% 3% historical average can

be attributed to an

Other  periodical Audio

increase in the
proportion of
challenges that were
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related to video titles, which jumped from an historical average of 22 percent (1998-2002) to 25
percent in 2003. Slight increases in percentages of challenges concerning audio and magazine
titles account for the rest of the difference (see Chart 4).

Audience/Age Group

Forty-nine percent of challenges in Colorado public libraries concerned adult or general
audience materials. Children’s materials accounted the next highest proportion at 34 percent,
while young adult titles made up 13 percent of the total (see Chart 5). These proportions are
comparable with figures from the preceding five-year period, although young adult titles
contributed a larger share of reported challenges in 2003 (13%) than during the previous five

years (an average of 6%) (see Chart 6).

Chart 5: Challenges to Materials in
Colorado Public Libraries by Audience/Age Group
2003
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Chart 6: Challenges to Materials in
Colorado Public Libraries by Audience/Age Group
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When reporting details related to challenges in 2003, libraries often cited multiple reasons for a
single challenge. Three reasons for challenges accounted for nearly half (45%) of the reported
objections: offensive language, unsuited to age group, and sexually explicit. Reported
frequencies of reasons for challenges are listed in Table 1.

It should be noted that the “other” category included all responses that were not listed on the
follow-up survey, including issues relating to writing quality and accuracy of materials. The
category also includes instances in which no specific reason was given for a challenge.
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Challenged Titles
Table 1:
Frequencies of Reasons for The most challenged title of the year was Arming
Challenges Reported by Colorado | America: The Origins of a National Gun Culture by
Public Libraries, 2003 Michael A. Bellesiles, which was formally challenged
five times during 2003. Bellesiles’ book, first published
Reason Frequency in 2000, was also challenged once during 2002, making
Offensive 13 it the most challenged book in Colorado public libraries
Language during the last five years (1999 through 2003) with six
Unsuited to Age 12 total challenges. The most frequently cited reason for
Group challenges to this title was “political viewpoint” (three
Sexually Explicit 11 occurrences).
Other 9
Nudity 8 Over the past five years, only two other titles have been
Violence 8 challenged more than three times in Colorado public
Homosexuality 5 libraries. Richard Cohen’s book Alfie’s Home has been
Insensitivity 3 challenged four times, with the most common complaint
Occult/Satanism 2 being “unsuitable to age group” (three occurrences). It’s
" : : Perfectly Normal: A Book About Changing Bodies,
zg:ltléghl/:iiv(\)/gomt g Growing Up, Sex, and Sexual Health by Robie H. Harris
Anti-Family 1 was also challgnged four times (ldu.ring f[his t!me span,
Drugs 1 with the objection “sexually explicit” being cited in each
. formal challenge.

Racism 1
Rellglous Viewpoint 1 Only one additional title was challenged on multiple
Sexism 1 occasions during 2003. The video for James Foley’s

1992 film version of Glengarry Glen Ross (based on the play by David Mamet) was challenged

twice. On each occasion, “offensive language” was cited as the reason for the challenge.

Other Intellectual Challenge Resources

For more information on challenge policies and challenged titles, see the following resources:

Colorado Association of Libraries: Intellectual Freedom Handbook
http://www.cal-webs.org/ifhandbook.html

American Library Association: Intellectual Freedom/Censorship
http://www.ala.org/Template.cfm?Section=if

The 100 Most Frequently Challenged Books of 1990-200 (ALA):
http://www.ala.org/ala/oif/bannedbooksweek/bbwlinks/100mostfrequently.htm

Support for Dealing with or Reporting Challenges to Library Materials (ALA):
http://www.ala.org/ala/oif/challengesupport/challengesupport.htm

CONTACT ABOUT THIS ISSUE
Don Dickenson « Research Analyst
Library Research Service * 201 East Colfax Avenue, Suite 309 * Denver, Colorado 80203-1799
Phone 303.866.6992 « E-mail: Dickenson_D@cde.state.co.us « Web site: www.LRS.org
Layout, and production by Fabian R. Maes * Phone: 303.866.6906  E-mail: Maes_F@cde.state.co.us

Colorado State Library  Colorado Department of Education
.] Library & Information Science Program ¢ College of Education * University of Denver
© 2005 « Permission granted to reproduce for nonprofit purposes

cde




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


