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Only Three Out of Five
American Communities
Have Public Library Outlets
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F13%% governments with with
(including public public library
P Nation/ townships in library outlets to
‘ﬁmﬂr!* B Region/ selected states) outlets municipal
_ Sub-Region 1992 1993 governments
R United States 21,642 13,002 60%
One Of the qu| nte%ntl al Northeast 4,471 2,938 66%0
. . New England 1,580 1,276 81%
landmarks In the Norman Rockwell Image g atiantic 2891 1662 5706
of the American town isthe public library  “Migwest 8484 4454 5206
building. But, thistraditional conception East North Central 3,907 2,478 63%
has little to do with contemporary reality. ‘S’VGSt‘hNO”h Central g'ig ;gzg gg{‘;/"
. T . ou ) ) °
In metropolitan aress, the pul_)llc library is ——4 sincera 1511 5 T
usually represented not by asingle South Atlantic 2387 1532 64%
building, but by alarge central library and _West South Central 2,550 1,164 46%
numerous neighborhood branches. Many ‘l\’/l\’gz:]tam iigi Zégiz 5;32//0
. . , 0
New England towns have multiple public pyific 2239 2,002 93%
libraries. In outlylng rural aress, pubIIC |

libraries are occasionally found where there is not even a“wide spot in the road.” Generdly,
however, most people assume that every place big enough to have alocal government has a
public library, whether it is a creature of the city or town in which it islocated or part of a county-
wide system or library district.
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Every five years (most recently in 1992) the Census Bureau conducts a Census of
Governments that determines the number of municipal governments. That year, there were
21,642 municipal governmentsin the U.S., including cities and towns and, in the New England
states and New York State, townships. (Note: The District of Columbiais excluded from this
analysis.) 1n 1993, 13,002 places reported having public library outlets, including main or central
libraries and library branches. These figures indicate that only three out of five U.S. communities
have public library outlets.

Colorado Postscript
Colorado is dightly below the 74 percent norm for the Mountain West states: its 68

percent ratio (based on 266 municipal governments and 180 places with public library outlets)
indicates that there may be a public library in two out of three communities in the state.
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B Statistical Abstract of the United States: 1996 (Bureau of the Census, 1996).
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