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INTRODBOCTIQN

This report on dropouts provides information on the number of students who have
dropped out of Colorado’s public schools during the 1988-89 school year. Schools
with grades 7-12 are required to complete an end of year report which provides counts
of students entering and withdrawing during the 12 month period July 1 through June
£ 47

The dropout rate is an annual rate, reflecting the percentage of all students enrolled
in grades 7-12 who leave school during the reporting period and are not known to
transfer to other public or private schools or a General Education Development (GED)
program.

Colorado’s dropout rate for the 1988-89 school year was 4.2 percent. Of the total
275,588 membership base in grades 7-12, 11,473 students dropped out resulting in
a rate of 4.2 percent.

During the 1987-88 school year, 11,456 students dropped out resulting in a rate of 4.1
percent. Of the 11,456 reported as dropouts during the previous year, 3,145 were
reported as retrievals during the 1988-89 school year. This represents one-fourth (27
percent) of the 1987-88 dropouts returning to school the following year.

Overall there has been no significant change in the total number of students dropping
out of grades 7-12 or the number of retrievals during the 1988-89 and 1987-88 school
years. However, the number of dropouts and retrievals will vary from district to district.
It should also be noted that in districts with a small membership base, one dropout
can produce a high dropout rate.

Districts enrolling students who have dropped out of other school districts have
expressed concern because some of these students attend for a short time and then
drop out again. These students not only contribute to their dropout rate but also
their graduation rate. The Department of Education will conduct a survey at the end
of the 1989-90 school year to determine how many students dropped out of school
after maintaining only 1-15 days of membership.







Table 1:
Comparison of Dropout Rates
: By Grade
1987-88 And 1988-89

¢

School Year 1987-88 School Year 1988-89

Number Number
Pupil of Dropout Pupil of Dropout
Count Dropouts _Rate Count Dropouts Rate

44,888 94 4 44,587 98 02
44,587 175 Q. 45,279
47,865 1,783 . 47,229
47,852 27696 - 44,959
i1 45,930 2,599 : 43,513
12 42,638 1,963 " 41,699
Ungraded 2,359 311 : 675 28
Alternative 5,776 1,835 . 7,647 2,411
Total 281,395 11,456 . 275,588 11,473

Grade 11, which historically has had the highest dropout rate, has the
highest percent increase in the number of pupils dropping out.

The "Ungraded” category shows a decrease in the number of pupils
reported in the membership base because districts were encouraged to
report pupils within a grade level whenever possible.

Figure 1

DROPOUT RATES BY GRADE
1987-88 AND 1988-89

PERCENT
Y 4

0
GRADE 7 GRADE 8 GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11 GRADE 12

B 1087-88 X 1988-89
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Table 3:
Dropout Rates by Grade and Sex

1987-88 1988-89
Number Number Rate

Grade : Male 47 . 48
Female 4.7 . 50

Grade . Male 89 . 90
Female 86 % 86

Grade 2 Male 990 3 912
Female 793 - 734

Grade : Male 1,436 . 15346
Female 1, 260 3 1,083

Grade 11: Male jhaaalie) s 1,564
Female 1, 184 i g 4195

Grade 12: Male 1,087 . 1..4139
Female 876 : 817

Ungraded: Male 248 > 18
Female 63 < 10

Alternative: Male 949
Female 886

Total: Male 6,261
Female 5,195

The total dropout rate for female students remained at 3.8
percent, while the male dropout rate increased from 4.3 percent
in 1987-88 to 4.5 percent in 1988-89.

The highest dropout rate for both male and female students
continued to be from grade 11.




Table 4:
Dropout Rates by Ethnic/Racial Group
for Grades 10-12

1987-88 1988-89

Pupil Pupil
Ethnic/Racial Group Count Dropouts Count Dropouts

American Indian 1,100 133 3 1,149 141

Asian 3,274 166 : 3,320 173

Black 7,428 688 7,276 784

Hispanic 19,929 2,311 & 20,105 2,397 11.9

White 111,652 5,849 . 105,597 5,784 5.5

Total 143,383 9,207 6.9 137,447 9,279 6.8

Note: The 1988-89 dropout rate reported on this table for grades 10-12 includes
the data from the alternative schools. Therefore, the rate is different
from the state total rate for grades 10-12 reported on page 13, Table

5 which excludes the alternative schools.

Figure 3

DROPOUT RATES BY ETHNIC/RACIAL GROUP
FOR GRADES 10-12

PERCENT

m

.

AMERICAN INDIAN ASIAN BLACK HISPANIC WHITE TOTAL

Bl 1087-88 1988-89
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT COLORADO DROPOUT RATES

Who Is Considered a Colorado Dropout?

By Colorado law, a dropout is a "person who leaves school for any reason, except
death, before completion of a high school diploma or its equivalent and who does
not transfer to another public or private school or enroll in an approved home study
program.” A student is not a dropout if he/she transfers to an educational program
recognized by the district, completes a G.E.D. or registers in a program leading to a
G.E.D., is committed to an institution that maintains educational programs, or is so ill
that he/she is unable to participate in a homebound or special therapy program.

Who Is a Transfer?

A student is considered a transfer to another district or educational program if the
receiving school or program sends for the student’s records, or if the sending district
can document that the parent or legal guardian has provided information regarding the
school or education program into which the student is transferring. This definition of
a transfer is in accordance with the Public School Finance Act of 1988, 22-53-207(3).
What If a Student Just Disappears?

A student who disappears from school is considered a dropout unless the student
transferred to another educational program.

What Is the Dropout Rate?

The Colorado dropout rate is an annual rate, reflecting the percentage of all students
enrolled in grades 7-12 who leave school during a single school year. It is calculated
by dividing the number of dropouts by a membership base which includes all students
who were in membership any time during the year.

Can the Dropout Rate Be Multiplied by Four to Find Out How Many Students Drop
Out Over the Four Years of High School?

No. The dropout rate is an annual rate only. It is not statistically valid to simply
multiply the annual rate by four to find out how many students dropped out during
high school. The graduation rate, however, provides a measure of how many students
completed graduation requirements.




Can a Student Drop Out More Than Once? How Does That Affect the Annual Dropout
Rate?

Some students have a pattern of dropping out and returning to school several times
before they either graduate or drop out and do not return. In the state reporting
system, a student is counted as a dropout only once within a given reporting period
(i.e., from July 1 through June 30). However, if a student drops out during one school
year, then returns to school the following year and drops out again, he/she will be
counted in the dropout rate two years in a row.

How Valid Are Colorado’s Dropout Rates?

The Colorado Department of Education provides definitions, guidelines, and training
regarding the proper procedures for identifying and reporting dropout statistics. The
data are edited and screened upon receipt and a turnaround document with the
calculated rates is returned to the district for verification. In submitting the data to the
state, each superintendent signs an assurance that the district has followed the
required procedures. Dropout statistics are not currently audited by the Department.

How Are Dropout Data Reported?

Dropout data are reported annually to the Department by Colorado school districts.
Dropout data are collected for grades 7-12, by school building and by district. Data
are reported separately by sex, race/ethnicity, and grade level of students.

How Does Colorado’s Dropout Rate Compare to the National Average?

Currently, there is no national dropout data collection. The National Center for
Education Statistics is in the process of developing and pilot testing a proposed
national system expected to be implemented in the 1991-92 school year.




SOURCE OF INFORMATION

Data published in this report were obtained from all Colorado public schools having
any grades 7-12. A sample of CDE Form 2, the collection instrument utilized to collect
the data from each grade level, is on page 17. Data collected on these forms were
then summarized for reporting in the various formats.

Data for alternative schools in some tables are reported separately. This provides
additional information for those districts’ schools that are established to give students
who are dropouts or potential dropouts an alternative to the regular program. The
alternative schools data also includes those Second Chance Programs operated by
districts and Boards of Cooperative Services. However, it does not include any
educational programs for dropouts that are incorporated as part of the regular high
school program.

Beginning with the class of 1990 the Colorado Department of Education will report
graduation and completion rates as part of this dropout report. Rates for each class
will be calculated based on information reported on the CDE-2 End-of-Year Pupil
Membership Form.




SAMPLE OF DATA COLLECTION INSTRUMENT

(alorado Department of Education PART I1 - SCHOOL REPORT DUE DATE: End of schoo! year
V:ann‘ng and Evaluation Unit DROPOUTS or no later than
AN, - B END OF YEAR PUPIL MEMBERSHIP b g

July 1, 1988 - June 30, 1989
Telephone: B66-6837

COUNTY NAME: DISTRICT NAME: SCHOOL NAME:

1989
W1 THORAWAL DATA END OF YEAR
July 1, 1988 - June 30, 1989 July 1, 1988 - June 30, 1989 ?QUN
A separate form is to be June 1988 Retrievals ota
completed for each grade End of Year (Dropouts Outgoing Outgoing Deceased Total Enroliment
7 - 12. Labeled forms Membership Incoming from Transfers Transfers or Withdrawals (Col.142+3)
for each applicable For CR 10 Transfers Previous WITHIN OUTSIDE of Seriously Dropouts (Add Minus
grade in this school Beginning School District District m Columns Total Withdrewals
are provided. For CR 11 Year 1987-88) (44546+7) (Column 8)
8 9

1 3 [} 5
Grade 11
American Indian - Male

Female

Male

Female o

Male PRI
Female R = B oy
Hispanic Male e e,
Female & A A

Male REA LS

Female RN

TOTAL GCRADE 11
(Class of 1990)

*IMPORTANT - The 1989 End of Year Count reported in COLUMN 9 for GRADE 11 will be the BEGINNING COUNT for GRADE 12
in accounting for next year's 1989-90 student membership and dropouts. Please double check the figures
entered on this form by verifying the addition/subtraction of all columns down and accross.

Instructions/definitions on reverse side

Signature of School Principal

Name of Person Preparing Report

(oo -vanu rgﬂ cLearance e~ MANDATORY 5
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n

forag, o H_E‘. ing and-&i!gaﬂb Telephone Numbe
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