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INTRODUCTION 

Dropouts are students who leave school and terminate their 

education prior to graduation. Students who are known to transfer 

to another public or private school are not dropouts. The dropout 

rate is an annual rate, reflecting the percentage of all students 

enrolled in grades seven through twelve who leave school during the 

reporting period. 

Overall the 1987-88 dropout rate for grades seven through twelve 

is 4.1 percent. This is a decline from the 4.4 percent reported 

Tori LOSGre7 s 

The dropout rate for grades ten through twelve for the same 

reporting period is 5.5 percent. 

Of the total seven through twelve enrollment count, 3570 students 

or 1.3 percent were retrievals. These are students who had dropped 

out the previous school year but were back in the public schools 

for the 1987-88 school year. 

This is the second report providing information on the number of 

students who drop out from Colorado’s public schools in grades 

seven through twelve. The data is for school year 1987-88 and was 

collected for the reporting period of July 1987 through June 1988. 

The first report for school year 1986-87 was collected during two 

reporting periods; October 1986 through June 1987 and July 1987 

through September 1987. 

  

Although this report presents some tables with dropout data for 

both years, it does not offer a true comparison because the months 

of July, August and September are included in both reporting years. 

The Colorado Department of Education plans to continue collecting 

dropout data from grades seven through twelve on a July through 

June reporting cycle. Future data collection will enable us to 

look at trends with 1987-88 serving as a base year.  
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