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C% Colorado Department of Education

State Office Building
201 E. Colfax Avenue
Denver, CO 80203

Ray E. Kiimer

January 14, 1988 Acting Commissioner
of Education

The Honorable Roy Romer

Governor, State of Colorado

Members of the Colorado General Assembly
. State Capitol

Denver, Colorado 80203

Dear Governor Romer and Legislators:
This document is bresented in compliance with Colorado Revised Statutes
22-2-114.1(2) mandating the collection of the number of dropouts from Colorado's

public schools in grades seven through twelve.

The data presented in this report provide annual dropout rates for each school
district and state dropout rates by ethnic/racial groups and by sex.

The annual dropout rate for the state based on data gathered from grades seven
through twelve for the 1986-87 reporting period is 4.4%. The dropout rate for
grades ten through twelve for the same reporting period is 5.6%.

In addition to collecting dropout data from grades seven through twelve, the
Department of Education, with the assistance of an advisory committee, is
developing a student accounting manual and recommendations for the data
collection process.

The State Board of Education and the Department of Education welcome your
comments and suggestions on any additional information you may require regarding
the number of dropouts from Colorado's public schools.

Sincerely,

Thomas M. Howerton
Chairman
Colorado State Board of Education
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SENATE BILL NO. 141.

BY SENATORS Gallagher, Mendez, Peterson, Martinez, Lee, Baca,

Beno, and Fenlon;
also REPRESENTATIVES Herzog, P. Hernandez, M.L. Bird, Bond,
gpowen, Dambman;'T.wHernandei;~~Knoxf~~Markerx,. Tenfilg, "80d 06 onit

Webb.

CONCERNING THE COLLECTION OF DROPOUT DATA AND STATE BOARD OF
EDUCATION OVERSIGHT OF PROGRAMS.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1. Part 1 of article 2 of title 22, Colorado
Revised Statutes, as amended, is amended BY THE ADDITION OF A
NEW SECTION to read: ‘ o

22-2-114.1. Dropout rates - collection of data on grades
seven throuah twelve and development of plans. GL): - Ghe
general  assembly hereby declares that the dropout rate
indicates a waste of economic and human potential.  Therefore
a correct assessment of numbers lost to the education system
is necessary in order to fully recognize and correct the
problem. T -

(2) The state board of"’ education . shall develop and

imnlement ia.cooperation wirh’ Jocal ‘boards'-of --education a

. model. student accounting method and data collection system on

dropouts in grades~seven through twelve, with results- to be
reported to the general assembly by January 1, 1888.

oo (3) (2) For the purposes of this section, a2 “dropout”

'~. means a person who leaves school for any reason, except death,
before completion of a high_school diploma or its equivalent
3nd . who does not transfer to another public or private school
or enrol]l in an approved home; study. program.

Capital Tetters ‘indicate new ~material added to existing statutes;
dashes through words indicate deletions from existing statutes and
such material not part of act. : -




) The state board shall also collect data on the
students who have dropped out of a regular course of study but
who are enrolled and pursuing an alternative program of study.

SECTION 2. Safety clause. The general assembly -hereby
finds, determines, and declares that this act is necessary for
the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, and

safety.

/7 T o

\Ted L. Strickland Car]l B. Bleasoe
PRESIDENT OF SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE

THE SENATE OF REPRESENTATIVES

f;/d%w

iarjorie L. Nié]goﬁ Lee C. Bdnhrych
SECRETARY OF _ CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE
THE SENATE 9 OF REPRESENTATIVES

APPROVED - /';&-»S))u\? 2)1 HQ@ é..zz T’“

S

Richerd D. Lamm
GOVERQzR OF THE STATE OF COLORADO -

PAGE 2-SENATE BILL NO. 141
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This document was prepared in compliance with Colorado Revised Statutes
22-2-114.1(2) mandating the collection of the number of dropouts in grades seven
through twelve with results to be reported to the General Assembly.

This report represents the first time dropout data has been collected and
reported for grades 7, 8 and 9. Dropout data for prior years was collected from
only grades 10, 11 and 12.

The dropout rates were calculated based on the total membership count and
total number of dropouts from grades seven through twelve during two reporting
periods: October 1986 through June 1987 and July 1987 through the October 1987
one-day count. The data from the two reports were combined to derive an annual
dropout rate.

The use of two reporting periods to develop an annual dropout rate resulted
in some students being counted as dropouts who would not have been counted as
dropouts in previous years when reporting was done on an annual basis. In the
previous (October to October) reporting period, a student was not counted as a
dropout if he/she dropped in the spring but was back in school the following
fall before the end of the reporting period. Under the current system of
reporting twice a year, such students have been counted as a dropout in the June
report and will be included in the annual dropout count. As a result, the
1986-87 dropout counts are somewhat higher than those reported earlier, and the
dropout rates are not exactly comparable to those previously reported.*

For additional information contact JoAnn Keith in the Planning and
Evaluaton Unit.

* Some school districts may be able to adjust their dropout counts to exclude
those students who dropped in the spring but returned the following fall
and publish a corrected dropout rate that is exactly comparable to those
reported earlier. However, it is not possible to make these corrections
statewide.
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Dropout Rates by Grade, 1986-87

Number
of Dropout

Dropouts Rate
295 e

898 1.8

25322 4.5

33174 6.2

11 3,197 6.7
12 1,318 3.5
Ungraded 97 37
Alternative/Second Chance 1 475 30.0

Total 12,776 b4ob

Grades 7-9 3,015 2.4
Grades 10-12 747180 546
Grades 7-12 12,776 4.4
A total of 12,776 Colorado public school students in Grades
7-12 dropped out of school between October 1, 1986 and

September 30, 1987. These dropouts represent 4.4 percent of
the student membership during this time period.

The largest number of dropouts continue to occur in Grade
11, which had a dropout rate of 6.7. A totalaf 3,197
students in Grade 11 dropped out in 1986-87.

Of the 12,776 students who dropped out, 3;515 or. 8lightly
more than one-fourth, were from Grades 7-9; 2,322 were from
Grade 9.

Alternative schools and Second Chance Programs reported
higher dropout rates, a total dropout rate of 30.0. The
higher rates in these schools and programs are not
surprising since their entire membership consists of
high-risk students.
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Definitions

Dropout:

A "dropout" means a person who leaves school for any reason,
except death, before completion of a high school diploma or its
equivalent and who does not transfer to another public or private
school or enroll in an approved home study program.

Annual Dropout Rate:

This is the percentage of the student body which dropped during
‘the two reporting periods of October 1986 through June 1987 and
July 1987 to the October 1987 one-day membership count.

Alternative Schools:

Some districts have established alternative educational programs
for dropouts and potential dropouts. Because of the educational
characteristics of their student bodies the alternative schools
have very high dropout rates.

Pupil Count:
This count reflects the total number of students reported as being
in membership at any time during the reporting period. It is used
as the base for calculating the dropout rate.

Retrievals:

Students who have re—entered school after dropping out during the
prior reporting period.







