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on o r b e f o r e J a n u a r y 1, 1958, and each J a n u a r y 1 
t h e r e a f t e r . 
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L E T T E R OF TRANSMITTAL 

To M e m b e r s of the L e g i s l a t u r e : 

The School D i s t r i c t Organ iza t ion Act of 1957, Chap te r 237, 

Sess ion Laws , 1957, i nves t s s e v e r a l dut ies within the of f ice of the 

State C o m m i s s i o n e r of Educa t ion . Among these dut ies , Sect ion 10 

(3) spec i f i ca l ly en jo ins the c o m m i s s i o n e r and h is spec i a l a s s i s t a n t 

"To publ i sh an annual r e p o r t of p r o g r e s s of o rgan iza t ion p l ans in 

the s e v e r a l count ies on or b e f o r e J a n u a r y 1, 1958, and each 

J a n u a r y 1 t h e r e a f t e r . " 

In fu l f i l lmen t of th is duty a s C o m m i s s i o n e r of Educa t ion , 

I he rewi th submi t the f i f th annual r e p o r t on p r o g r e s s in School 

D i s t r i c t Reorgan iza t ion a s of J a n u a r y 1, 1962. 

Respec t fu l ly submi t ted , 

C o m m i s s i o n e r of Educa t ion 
Byron W. H a n s f o r d 



F I F T H A N N U A L R E P O R T 

ON 

SCHOOL DISTRICT ORGANIZATION 

( Janua ry , 1962) 

The c a l e n d a r y e a r of 1961 has seen C o l o r a d o ' s school d i s t r i c t r e -
o rgan iza t ion p r o c e s s p r o c e e d a t about the s a m e r a t e a s p r e v i o u s y e a r s . 
The y e a r began with 385 school d i s t r i c t s in ex i s t ence and ended with 
316, a r educ t ion of 17.9% in the n u m b e r of d i s t r i c t s . 

S ignif icant r e o r g a n i z a t i o n s w e r e a c c o m p l i s h e d dur ing the y e a r in 
Boulder and Bent Count ies . P a r t i a l r e o r g a n i z a t i o n s o c c u r r e d in Mont-
r o s e , Cone jos , O te ro , Kiowa, and Weld Coun t i e s . 

Addi t ional ly , county school planning c o m m i t t e e s a c c o m p l i s h e d 
d i s so lu t ions and annexat ions in the fol lowing coun t ies : F r e m o n t (1), 
Arapahoe (1), O te ro (2), A d a m s (2), and Weld (2). 

E l ec t ions on school d i s t r i c t r e o r g a n i z a t i o n p lans w e r e u n s u c c e s s f u l 
in the e a s t end of Mont rose County, in the c e n t r a l po r t i on of Logan 
County, in the m a j o r po r t ion of L a s A n i m a s County, and in the n o r t h e r n 
por t ion of Weld County. 



C H R O N O L O G I C A L P R O G R E S S R E P O R T O N E L E C T I O N S , D I S S O L U T I O N S A N D A N N E X A T I O N S , 

J A N U A R Y 1, 1 9 6 1 T O D E C E M B E R 3 1 , 1 9 6 1 U N D E R P R O V I S I O N S 

O F " T H E S C H O O L D I S T R I C T O R G A N I Z A T I O N A C T O F 1 9 5 7 " 

N A M E A N D N U M B E R D A T E O F D I S S . 
O F E L E C T I O N R E O R G A N I Z A T I O N AND E L E C T I O N R E S U L T S 

C O U N T Y D I S T R I C T O R A N N E X . I Z A T I O N A N N E X . F O R A G A I N S T 

F R E M O N T W E S T F R E M O N T N O . 5 1 1 / 2 / 6 1 X 
A R A P A H O E T O L L G A T E N O . 2 5 1 / 2 / 6 1 X 

1 , 2 7 4 B O U L D E R S T . V R A I N N O . R E - 1 J 1 / 1 7 / 6 1 X 1 , 8 1 1 1 , 2 7 4 

B O U L D E R V A L L E Y N O . R E 2 1 / 1 7 / 6 1 X 3 , 5 5 9 1 , 8 4 7 

M O N T R O S E U N C O M P A H G R E N O . R E - 1 J 1 / 2 4 / 6 1 X 2 6 9 8 5 5 

W E S T E N D N O . R E - 2 1 / 2 4 / 6 1 X 2 1 3 8 3 

C O N E J O S N O R T H C O N E J O S N O . R E 1 J 2 / 3 / 6 1 X 2 0 3 8 9 

O T E R O E A S T O T E R O N O . R1 2 / 7 / 6 1 X 4 8 3 
111 

F O W L E R N O . R 4 J 2 / 7 / 6 1 X 2 3 7 2 2 

K I O W A K I O W A C O U N T Y N O . R E - 2 3 / 1 7 / 6 1 X 1 1 4 6 5 

O T E R O P A T T E R S O N V A L L E Y N O . 1 9 

S T A R V A L L E Y N O . 2 2 
4 / 2 7 / 6 1 

4 / 2 7 / 6 1 

X 

X 

L O G A N C E N T R A L N O . R E - 1 5 / 1 5 / 6 1 X 3 5 4 4 8 6 

L A S A N I M A S L A S A N I M A S N O . R E — 1 6 / 6 / 6 1 X 1 , 0 6 0 1 , 7 8 7 

B E N T • L A S A N I M A S N O . R E - 1 6 / 1 9 / 6 1 X 1 3 2 1 3 1 

M C C L A V E N O . R E - 2 6 / 1 9 / 6 1 X 6 9 3 8 

W E L D W E L D C O U N T Y N O . R E - 2 6 / 2 7 / 6 1 X 3 2 1 3 7 3 

W E L D C O U N T Y N O . R E - 5 J 6 / 2 7 / 6 1 X 2 0 6 9 9 

W E L D C O U N T Y N O . R E - 6 6 / 2 7 / 6 1 X 1 9 6 4 2 3 

W E L D C O U N T Y N O . R E - 7 6 / 2 7 / 6 1 X 3 4 8 1 6 8 

W E L D C O U N T Y N O . R E - 9 6 / 2 7 / 6 1 X 1 6 6 2 5 7 

A D A M S S A B L E N O . 2 4 7 / 1 / 6 1 X 

M O N T E Z U M A M O N T E Z U M A - C O R T E Z N O . RE1 

D O L O R E S N O . RE4 

7 / 1 7 / 6 1 * * 

7 / 1 7 / 6 1 * * 

W E L D K E R S E Y N O . 8 7 

B A R N E S V I L L E N O . 54 

9 / 1 8 / 6 1 

9 / 1 8 / 6 1 

X 

X 

A D A M S C L Y D E M I L L E R N O . 6 2 9 / 2 2 / 6 1 X 

B E N T L A S A N I M A S N O . R E - 4 9 / 2 3 / 6 1 X 2 8 2 2 1 4 

N O T E : * F I R S T E L E C T I O N O N L A S A N I M A S N O . R e — 1 S E T A S I D E B E C A U S E O F S U F F I C I E N T N U M B E R O F 

I N E L I G I B L E V O T E R S I N C L O S E E L E C T I O N T O C H A N G E R E S U L T S . S E C O N D E L E C T I O N O N 9 / 2 3 / 6 1 

C A R R I E D B Y G O O D M A J O R I T Y . 

* * M O N T E Z U M A C O U N T Y P L A N S S E T F O R E L E C T I O N B U T R E S T R A I N E D B Y D I S T R I C T C O U R T . 

T O T A L D I S S O L U T I O N S A N D A N N E X A T I O N S 8 

T O T A L R E O R G A N I Z A T I O N E L E C T I O N S 1 8 

E L E C T I O N S S U C C E S S F U L 1 2 

S U M M A R Y , M A Y 1, 1 9 5 7 T O D E C E M B E R 3 1 , 1 9 6 1 

T O T A L E L E C T I O N S H E L D 1 3 2 

T O T A L E L E C T I O N S C A R R I E D 9 9 ( 7 5 % ) 

T O T A L E L E C T I O N S F A I L E D 3 3 (25%) 

T O T A L R E D U C T I O N I N N U M B E R O F D I S T R I C T S 6 1 3 ( 6 5 . 9 8 % ) 
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A county-by-county look at the p r e s e n t n u m b e r of school d i s t r i c t s 
c o m p a r e d wi th the n u m b e r of school d i s t r i c t s in May of 1957 is p r e s e n t e d 
in the following t ab le . The tab le a l so ind ica tes whe the r the county is 
comple te ly r e o r g a n i z e d (R) under condi t ions s a t i s f a c t o r y to the condi t ions 
of the ac t , or pa r t i a l ly r e o r g a n i z e d (PR). The count ies a r e l i s t e d in 
a c c o r d a n c e wi th t he i r p r e s e n t n u m b e r of d i s t r i c t s f r o m the count ies w i th 
the h ighes t n u m b e r to t hose wi th the lowes t n u m b e r , and a r e l i s t e d a lpha -
be t ica l ly wi th in the group having the s a m e n u m b e r of d i s t r i c t s . 

COLORADO COUNTIES RANKED BY NUMBER 
OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS 

(December 31, 1961) 

No. No. No. No. 
D i s t s . D i s t s . D i s t s . D i s t s . 

COUNTY 12 /31 /61 5 / 1 / 5 7 COUNTY 1 2 / 3 1 / 6 1 5 / 1 / 5 7 

PR Weld 26 78 R Bent 2 17 
PR L a s A n i m a s 20 46 R Boulder 2 29 
PR Mon t ro se 19 20 R Chaf fee 2 14 

E l P a s o 17 22 R Grand 2 12 

P R Gar f i e ld 16 25 R Huer fano 2 26 
PR Logan 15 25 R Kiowa 2 10 
P R Montezuma 15 15 PR Ouray 2 2 

Morgan 14 14 R P a r k 2 14 
Sedgwick 14 13 R Ph i l l i p s 2 13 

P R Cos t i l l a 12 12 PR Pueblo 2 2 
PR Arapahoe 10 16 R Rio Blanco 2 8 

Crowley 9 9 R T e l l e r 2 8 
P R Cone jos 8 17 R Y u m a 2 27 
PR Adams 7 19 R A r c h u l e t a 1 1 

R Kit C a r s o n 6 15 R C l e a r C r e e k 1 7 
P R Ote ro 6 15 R C u s t e r 2 

R Baca 5 27 R Del ta 1 1 
PR E l b e r t 5 8 R Denver 1 1 
PR Lincoln 5 20 R D o l o r e s 1 9 
PR Washington 5 29 R Douglas 1 17 
PR Gunnison 4 22 R E a g l e 1 15 

R P r o w e r s 4 35 R Gilpin 7 
P R A l a m o s a 3 12 R Hinsda le 1 2 

R Cheyenne 3 7 R J a c k s o n 1 7 
P R F r e m o n t 3 22 R J e f f e r s o n 1 1 

R La P l a t a 3 15 R Lake 1 6 
R L a r i m e r 3 31 R M i n e r a l 

1 

1 
PR M e s a 3 3 R Moffat 1 23 

R Rio Grande 3 3 R P i tk in 1 2 
R Routt 3 29 R San Juan 1 1 
R Saguache 3 5 R Summi t 1 8 

P R San Miguel 3 7 TOTALS 929 
R - R e o r g a n i z e d (38); P R - P a r t i a l l y R e o r g a n i z e d (21); U n r e o r g a n i z e d (4) 
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Only f ive count ies having m o r e than t h r e e d i s t r i c t s in May of 1957 
have not shown reduc t ion in the i r to ta l n u m b e r of d i s t r i c t s . These 
count ies a r e Cos t i l l a , Crowley , Montezuma, Morgan , and Sedgwick. 
Weld County, on the o ther hand, a l though i t s t i l l has the l a r g e s t n u m -
b e r of school d i s t r i c t s of any of the count ies has had a net reduc t ion 
of 52 in i t s n u m b e r of d i s t r i c t s , which accounts f o r 8.48% of the to ta l 
r educ t ion in the s t a t e . Other count ies which have r e d u c e d the i r n u m -
b e r of d i s t r i c t s by m o r e than 20 s ince 1957, and the n u m b e r of d i s -
t r i c t s d i s so lved a r e : P r o w e r s , 31; Boulder 27; L a s A n i m a s and Routt , 
26; Yuma, 25; Huer fano and Washington, 24; and Baca and Moffat , 22. 

CHANGES IN CLASSIFICATION 

Reduct ion in n u m b e r of school d i s t r i c t s i s , by i t s e l f , only an 
indicat ion that something has been happening. To f ind out whe ther 
this r educ t ion has been c o n s t r u c t i v e or d e s t r u c t i v e involves a n a l y s i s 
of f a c t o r s o ther than r a w t o t a l s . 

Another m e a s u r e of change in d i s t r i c t s t r u c t u r e in Co lo rado can 
be found in the change that ha s o c c u r r e d in the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of school 
d i s t r i c t s . The o r ig ina l m e a s u r e of c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of school d i s t r i c t s 
was school populat ion (ch i ld ren , a g e s 6 - 2 1 r e s i d e n t within a school 
d i s t r i c t . ) A school d i s t r i c t was a " f i r s t c l a s s " d i s t r i c t if i t had a 
school populat ion of 1 ,000 or m o r e ; a d i s t r i c t of the " second c l a s s " 
if i t had l e s s than 1 ,000 but m o r e than 350, and a d i s t r i c t of the 
" th i rd c l a s s " if i t had l e s s than 350. B e c a u s e m o s t of C o l o r a d o ' s 
d i s t r i c t s which o f f e r e d l e s s than a c o m p l e t e p r o g r a m of educat ion 
and gene ra l l y had s m a l l e r f i nanc ia l backing and f e w e r educat ional 
r e s o u r c e s w e r e found among the d i s t r i c t s having l e s s than 350 school 
populat ion, a popula r m i sconcep t i on developed that the a r b i t r a r y l ega l 
des ignat ion of " th i rd c l a s s " was synonymous with the quali ty c l a s s i f i -
cat ion of " th i rd r a t e . " While i t should be m a d e c l e a r that a " f i r s t 
c l a s s " des ignat ion did not n e c e s s a r i l y m e a n a des ignat ion of " f i r s t 
r a t e " nor that the des ignat ion of " t h i rd c l a s s " m e a n t a poor quali ty 
of educat ion, i t has g e n e r a l l y been a c c e p t e d tha t s t r o n g e r r e s o u r c e s 
and b r o a d e r and m o r e cons i s t en t p r o g r a m s of educat ion in Co lo rado 
have been found among the " f i r s t c l a s s " d i s t r i c t s . 

Since "The School D i s t r i c t Organ i za t i on Act of 1957" was p a s s e d , 
i ts language d e c r e e d tha t any new school d i s t r i c t f o r m e d under i t s 
p r o v i s i o n s should be a d i s t r i c t of the " f i r s t c l a s s " , r e g a r d l e s s of the 
d i s t r i c t ' s school popula t ion . 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g , n o n e t h e l e s s , to examine the changes which have 
been a c c o m p l i s h e d . Since county and union high school d i s t r i c t s have 
no "school populat ion" a p a r t f r o m tha t of the i r component e l e m e n t a r y 
d i s t r i c t s , they a r e not accounted f o r in the fol lowing t a b l e s . 
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N U M B E R O F C O L O R A D O S C H O O L D I S T R I C T S 

B Y C L A S S O F D I S T R I C T 

Y E A R 

1 9 3 5 

1 9 5 5 

1 9 5 9 

1 9 6 1 ( D E C . ) 

T H I R D 

C L A S S 

1 9 3 0 
8 9 1 
6 4 7 144 

S E C O N D 

C L A S S 

8 9 

7 9 

7 5 

28 

F I R S T 

C L A S S 

3 6 

45 

7 6 

134 

S C H O O L D I S T R I C T S B Y C L A S S I F I C A T I O N S B Y C O U N T I E S 

M A Y 1, 1 9 5 7 A N D N O V E M B E R , 1 9 6 1 

T H I R D C L A S S S E C O N D C L A S S F I R S T 

M A Y Nov. M A Y Nov. M A Y 

C O U N T Y 1 9 5 7 1 9 6 1 1 9 5 7 1 9 6 1 1 9 5 7 

A D A M S 
14 

5 

A L A M O S A 1 1 1 - - 1 

A R A P A H O E 8 - 3 1 4 

A R C H U L E T A _ _ 1 1 -

B A C A 2 6 _ 1 - -
B E N T 1 5 _ _ - 1 
B O U L D E R 2 6 — 3 - 2 

C H A F F E E 1 2 _ 1 - 1 

C H E Y E N N E 5 — 1 - -

C L E A R C R E E K 6 - 1 - -

C O N E J O S 1 3 5 3 1 1 

C O S T I L L A 9 9 2 2 -

C R O W L E Y 6 6 3 3 -

C U S T E R 1 _ 1 1 -

D E L T A - - - - 1 

D E N V E R _ - _ - 1 

D O L O R E S 8 _ - - -

D O U G L A S 1 6 _ - -

E A G L E 1 2 - 1 - -

E L B E R T 7 
4 

1 1 -

E L P A S O 15 9 1 1 6 

F R E M O N T 2 0 - - - 2 

G A R F I E L D 1 9 1 2 1 
1 

1 

G I L P I N 6 - - - -

G R A N D 1 0 - - - -

G U N N I S O N 2 0 2 1 - -

H I N S D A L E 2 _ - - -

H U E R F A N O 2 3 - 1 - 1 

J A C K S O N 6 - - - -

J E F F E R S O N _ - - - 1 

KIOWA 9 _ 1 - -

Nov. 
1 9 6 1 

7 
2 
8 

5 
2 
2 
2 
3 

1 
2 

7 

3 

1 

1 
2 

1 
1 

2 
1 

1 
2 

( C O N T I N U E D ) 
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S C H O O L D I S T R I C T S B Y C L A S S I F I C A T I O N B Y C O U N T I E S - C O N T I N U E D 

T H I R D C L A S S S E C O N D C L A S S F I R S T C L A S S 

M A Y N o v . M A Y N o v . M A Y N o v . 
C O U N T Y 1 9 5 7 1 9 6 1 1 9 5 7 1 9 6 1 1 9 5 7 1 9 6 1 

K I T C A R S O N 1 3 
4 

2 1 -1 

L A K E 
4 

--1 - 1 1 

L A P L A T A 1 2 _ 1 2 3 

L A R I M E R 2 6 3 2 3 

L A S A N I M A S 3 9 1 2 2 1 3 6 

L I N C O L N 1 7 _ 2 _ --5 

L O G A N 2 1 8 2 2 1 
4 

M E S A 
1 

1 1 1 1 1 

M I N E R A L 1 1 _ _ - -
M O F F A T 2 1 --_ - 1 1 

M O N T E Z U M A 1 1 
11 

2 1 3 

M O N T R O S E 1 5 1 6 3 _ 1 2 

MORGAN 
11 11 

1 1 2 2 

O T E R O 9 --
4 

3 2 3 

O U R A Y 1 1 1 1 - --

P A R K 14 1 ----- 1 

P H I L L I P S 9 - 2 _ - 2 

P I T K I N 2 --1 - --

PROWERS 2 8 --3 --1 
4 

P U E B L O _ - -_ 2 2 

R I O B L A N C O 5 --2 -
--2 

R I O G R A N D E ---1 _ 2 3 

R O U T T 2 3 --3 - - 3 

S A G U A C H E 3 1 1 
-1 2 

S A N J U A N - - 1 1 - -

S A N M I G U E L 7 1 — - - 2 

S E D G W I C K 1 0 
11 

2 2 - -

S U M M I T 7 _ - --1 

T E L L E R 7 --- 1 2 

W A S H I N G T O N 2 7 1 1 -
--

4 

W E L D 6 5 1 6 1 0 2 3 8 

YUMA 2 3 2 _ _ 2 

T O T A L S 7 5 7 
144 

8 0 2 8 5 5 134 



UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICTS 

Another m e a s u r e of the e f f ec t i venes s of a school d i s t r i c t i s the 
scope of i t s educat ional p r o g r a m . If we a g r e e tha t a high school educa -
tion i s the m i n i m u m p r o g r a m f o r those able to comple t e it in our m o d -
e r n soc ie ty , then i t should be c l e a r that the m o d e r n school d i s t r i c t 
should be able to p rov ide a t w e l v e - g r a d e p r o g r a m or K-12 within i t s 
own b o u n d a r i e s . The be s t way to i n s u r e a p lanned, i n t eg ra t ed , and 
coord ina t ed p r o g r a m f o r the t w e l v e - g r a d e or K - 1 2 sequence i s to 
e m b r a c e the to ta l p r o g r a m under the guidance and d i r ec t ion of one 
b o a r d of educat ion . Accord ing ly , the s tudents of e f fec t ive school d i s -
t r i c t o rgan iza t ion look upon the independent e l e m e n t a r y school d i s t r i c t 
and the s u p e r i m p o s e d high school d i s t r i c t a s the weakes t and m o s t 
ine f fec t ive s t r u c t u r e f o r provid ing twelve g r a d e s of i n s t r u c t i o n . 

In Co lo rado , in 1955-56, the types of o rgan iza t ion which depa r t ed 
f r o m the "uni f ied" d i s t r i c t concept w e r e the " e l e m e n t a r y " d i s t r i c t which 
p rov ided only a l eve l below the ninth g rade , the "county" o r "union" high 
school d i s t r i c t which p rov ided i n s t r u c t i o n above the eighth g r a d e under 
d i r ec t ion of a "high school c o m m i t t e e " s e p a r a t e and a p a r t f r o m the 
school b o a r d s of the e l e m e n t a r y d i s t r i c t s , and the " n o n - o p e r a t i n g " d i s -
t r i c t which not only c e a s e d to o p e r a t e a school within i t s own bounda r i e s , 
but s u r r e n d e r e d i t s con t ro l of the i n s t r u c t i o n a l p r o g r a m to a ne ighbor ing 
school d i s t r i c t b o a r d of educat ion by t r a n s p o r t i n g i t s ch i l d r en to i t s 
ne ighbor and paying tui t ion a s i t s m e a n s of d i s cha rg ing i t s f inanc ia l 
r e spons ib i l i t y . 

At the c lose of the 1956 school y e a r , th is was the p i c t u r e a s b e -
tween "uni f ied" and "non-un i f i ed" school d i s t r i c t s in the s t a t e . 

1 9 5 6 1 9 6 1 

UNIFIED 1 8 8 1 8 7 

NON-UNIFIED 

ELEMENTARY 4 9 2 7 0 
NON-OPERATING 2 4 7 4 9 
COUNTY AND 

UNION H . S . 4 0 1 0 

SUB-TOTALS 7 7 9 7 7 9 1 2 9 1 2 9 

T O T A L S 9 6 7 3 1 6 

F o r t y - e i g h t of C o l o r a d o ' s coun t ies a r e now comple t e ly " u n i f i e d . " 
T h e s e count ies inc lude A d a m s , A r c h u l e t a , Baca , Bent , Bou lde r , Chaf fee , 
Cheyenne, C l e a r C r e e k , C u s t e r , De l ta , Denve r , D o l o r e s , Douglas , 
E a g l e , E l b e r t , F r e m o n t , Gilpin, Grand, Hinsda le , H u e r f a n o , J ackson , 
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J e f f e r s o n , Kiowa, Kit C a r s o n , Lake , La P l a t a , L a r i m e r , L incoln , 
Mesa , Minera l , Moffat , O t e r o , Ouray , P a r k , Ph i l l ip s , P i tk in , P r o w e r s , 
Pueblo , Rio Blanco, Rio Grande , Routt, Saguache, San Juan, San 
Miguel, Summi t , T e l l e r , Washington, and Yuma. T h e s e 48 count ies 
account fo r 114 of C o l o r a d o ' s 316 school d i s t r i c t s , an a v e r a g e of 
s l ight ly l e s s than t h r e e d i s t r i c t s p e r county. The r e m a i n i n g 15 coun-
t i e s account fo r 202 d i s t r i c t s , an a v e r a g e of ove r 13 d i s t r i c t s p e r 
county. The i r s t a tus with r e s p e c t to "un i f ied" and "non-un i f i ed" d i s -
t r i c t s i s a s fo l lows: 

" U N I F I E D " A N D " N O N - U N I F I E D " S C H O O L D I S T R I C T S I N C O U N T I E S 

W I T H S O M E D I S T R I C T S N O T U N I F I E D , N O V E M B E R , 1 9 6 1 

N O N - U N I F I E D 

C O U N T Y U N I F I E D E L E M E N T A R Y H I G H S C H O O L N O N - O P E R A T I N G T O T A L 

A L A M O S A 2 -1 3 

A R A P A H O E 6 3 1 - 1 0 

C O N E J O S 
4 

2 _ 2 8 
C O S T I L L A 1 9 1 1 1 2 

C R O W L E Y 3 2 _ 
4 

9 

E L P A S O 1 6 1 - — 1 7 

G A R F I E L D 3 
4 

2 7 1 6 

G U N N I S O N 1 --1 2 
4 

L A S A N I M A S 6 8 1 5 2 0 

L O G A N 3 8 1 3 1 5 

M O N T E Z U M A 2 9 1 3 1 5 

M O N T R O S E 1 1 2 1 5 1 9 

M O R G A N 6 2 -6 
14 

S E D G W I C K 1 
4 

1 8 
14 

W E L D 1 8 6 - 2 2 6 

T O T A L S 7 3 7 0 1 0 49 2 0 2 

P U P I L POPULATION OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS 

Another v e r y i m p o r t a n t m e a s u r e of the po ten t ia l s t r eng th of a 
school d i s t r i c t i s the n u m b e r of ch i ld ren i t s e r v e s . I t t akes ch i ld ren 
to m a k e a school . The n u m b e r of c o u r s e s and spec i a l s e r v i c e s a 
d i s t r i c t can o f fe r i s dependent to a c o n s i d e r a b l e extent , upon the 
n u m b e r of t e a c h e r s employed , and the n u m b e r of t e a c h e r s which can 
be employed a t r e a s o n a b l e c o s t i s d i r ec t l y dependent upon the n u m -
b e r of ch i ld ren . Some s tudents of the p r o b l e m say that 1,000 ch i ld r en 
i s the b a r e m i n i m u m a s the pupi l popula t ion which wil l j u s t i fy a f a i r 
r ange of educat ional s e r v i c e s a t r e a s o n a b l e c o s t p e r pupi l . O t h e r s 
have se t the f i g u r e a t 1 ,500 pup i l s . 

F o r Colorado , t he se f i g u r e s have been d i f f icul t to a t t a in . Twenty -
one of C o l o r a d o ' s 63 count ies have a school popula t ion of l e s s than 
1 ,000. The a r e a of the s t a t e i s s l ight ly ove r 100,000 s q u a r e m i l e s and 
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the total en ro l lmen t app rox ima te ly 400,000. which m e a n s an a v e r a g e of 
four ch i ld ren pe r s q u a r e - m i l e . Much of Co lo rado has a s p a r s e school 
populat ion s ince m o s t of the 400, 000 ch i ld ren a r e c o n c e n t r a t e d in the 
l a r g e r populat ion c e n t e r s . Hinsda le County ha s only 24 ch i ld ren en-
r o l l e d in the lone d i s t r i c t with h e a d q u a r t e r s in the county, and ye t the 
county c o v e r s 1 ,062 s q u a r e m i l e s of C o l o r a d o ' s m o s t rugged t e r r i t o r y . 
The Moffat County r eo rgan i za t i on , which i s C o l o r a d o ' s l a r g e s t in 
point of geography, c o v e r s 4 , 7 6 1 s q u a r e m i l e s and e n r o l l s 1 ,700 c h i l -
d ren in the schools of that v a s t a r e a . In the f a c e of p r o b l e m s l ike 
t hese , the i m p r o v e m e n t s wrought thus f a r by C o l o r a d o ' s school planning 
c o m m i t t e e s a r e a l l the m o r e no tewor thy . 

COLORADO SCHOOL DISTRICTS BY INTERVALS 
OF SCHOOL POPULATION 

School Popula t ion 
2 - 251- 501- 751- Ove r 

0 1 250 500 750 1000 1000 Total 
D i s t r i c t s in 1955-56 8 14 770 67 18 10 40 967 
D i s t r i c t s in 1961 5 1 154 54 23 6 63 306* 

*County and Union High School D i s t r i c t s have no school populat ion a p a r t 
f r o m that of the component e l e m e n t a r y d i s t r i c t s . 

A county-by-county tabula t ion of the n u m b e r of school d i s t r i c t s by 
the s a m e i n t e r v a l s of school populat ion, shows tha t the 15 count ies which 
have not c o m p l e t e d the i r un i f ica t ions con t r ibu te m o r e than the i r s h a r e to 
the n u m b e r of d i s t r i c t s of s m a l l school popula t ion . 

C O U N T Y - B Y - C O U N T Y T A B U L A T I O N O F N U M B E R O F S C H O O L 

D I S T R I C T S B Y I N T E R V A L S O F 1 9 6 1 S C H O O L P O P U L A T I O N 

C O U N T Y 

N U M B E R o r D I S T R I C T S U N D E R E A C H S C H O O L P O P U L A T I O N I N T E R V A L 

2 - 2 5 1 - 5 0 1 - 7 5 1 - O V E R 

0 1 2 5 0 5 0 0 7 5 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 T O T A L 

A D A M S 

A L A M O S A 

A R A P A H O E 

A R C H U L E T A 

B A C A 

B E N T 

B O U L D E R 

C H A F F E E 

C H E Y E N N E 
C L E A R C R E E K 

( C O N T I N U E D ) 

1 
7 

3 

9 

1 
5 

2 
2 
2 
3 

1 

* U N I O N H . S . 
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1 
1 
1 

2 

3 

1 
2 

1 
1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

1 
5 

1 

1 
2 



C O U N T Y - B Y - C O U N T Y T A B U L A T I O N O F N U M B E R O F S C H O O L D I S T R I C T S - C O N T I N U E D 

N U M B E R O F D I S T R I C T S U N D E R E A C H S C H O O L P O P U L A T I O N I N T E R V A L 

2- 251- 501- 751- O V E R 

C O U N T Y 0 1 2 5 0 5 0 0 7 5 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 T O T A L 

C O N E J O S - - 5 1 

C O S T I L L A - - 9 2 

C R O W L E Y - - 8 1 

C U S T E R - - - 1 
D E L T A - - - -
D E N V E R -- - --

D O L O R E S - - - -
D O U G L A S - - - -
E A G L E - - - -
E L B E R T ---

4 
1 

E L P A S O - - 9 1 
F R E M O N T -- 1 -
G A R F I E L D 1 - 1 0 1 

G I L P I N - - 1 

G R A N D - - - 1 
G U N N I S O N 1 - 1 -
H I N S D A L E - - 1 -
J A C K S O N - --

1 

J E F F E R S O N - - - -

K I O W A - - 1 --

K I T C A R S O N - - 3 2 

L A K E -_ - -

L A P L A T A --- - 1 
L A R I M E R - - - -

L A S A N I M A S - 1 
14 

2 

L I N C O L N --3 1 

L O G A N - _ 9 
4 

M E S A _ _ 1 1 
M I N E R A L _ 1 
M O F F A T -- --

M O N T E Z U M A -_ 1 1 1 
M O N T R O S E 2 -1 3 1 
M O R G A N - 11 1 
O T E R O - _ 3 
O U R A Y — - 1 1 
P A R K _ - 2 --

P H I L L I P S — — -1 
P I T K I N - - - -

P R O W E R S -
1 

1 
P U E B L O - — - --

R I O B L A N C O _ _ - --

R I O G R A N D E - - — 1 
R O U T T - - - 2 

S A G U A C H E - - 1 1 
S A N J U A N --- _ 1 
S A N M I G U E L — - 3 --

S E D G W I C K - -
11 

1 
S U M M I T — - _ 
T E L L E R — 2 
W A S H I N G T O N - - 1 3 
W E L D - --

14 
2 

Y U M A - - - -

S T A T E T O T A L S 5 1 1 6 0 46 

* C O U N T Y A N D U N I O N H I G H S C H O O L D I S T R I C T S H A V E N O S C H O O L P O P U L A T I O N A P A R T F R O M T H A T O F 

T H E C O M P O N E N T E L E M E N T A R Y D I S T R I C T S . 

_ _ 2 8 

- - -
11 

* U N I O N H . S . 

- --- 9 

- -
1 

1 
1 

1 -

1 

4 

1 

1 
1 
1 1 

— 

-

1 1 
5 

_ 7 1 7 
-2 3 

- 1 1 14 *2 U N I O N H . S . 

- - 1 

1 _ 2 -1 
3 * C O U N T Y H . S . 

-
— 

1 2 
1 

1 
- 1 1 

2 

1 
-- 6 

--
1 

1 

1 _ 1 3 

1 _ 2 3 

1 — 1 1 9 * C O U N T Y H . S . 

1 - -- 5 

_ _ 1 
14 

* C O U N T Y H . S . 

-
— 

1 -- 3 

1 
--

1 
-

1 

1 1 14 
* C O U N T Y H . S . 

_ 2 1 8 * C O U N T Y H . S . 
• — 2 

14 
1 

- 2 6 

-
-- 2 2 

1 
1 

-
-- 2 

1 
1 1 

1 4 
--2 2 

1 1 - 2 
_ 2 3 
- 1 — 3 

- 1 — 3 
1 

-— 3 

1 1 - — 1 3 
1 

* C O U N T Y H . S . 

-
J 

2 

1 5 
2 — 8 2 6 

- - 2 2 

2 2 8 6 4 3 0 6 
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S M A L L D I S T R I C T S I N " N O N - U N I F I E D " C O U N T I E S 

N U M B E R O F D I S T R I C T S U N D E R E A C H S C H O O L P O P U L A T I O N I N T E R V A L 

2 - 2 5 1 - 5 0 1 - 7 5 1 - O V E R 

C O U N T Y 0 1 2 5 0 5 0 0 7 5 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 T O T A L * 

A L A M O S A 1 1 - 1 3 
A R A P A H O E - - 2 - 1 1 5 9 
C O N E J O S _ 5 1 - 2 8 
C O S T I L L A - 9 2 - - -

11 

C R O W L E Y 8 1 - - 9 
E L P A S O — — 9 1 - - 7 1 7 

G A R F I E L D 1 1 0 1 1 1 
14 

G U N N I S O N 1 1 - - - 1 3 

L A S A N I M A S 1 111 2 1 1 1 9 

L O G A N 9 
4 

--1 
14 

M O N T E Z U M A -
11 1 

1 1 111 
M O N T R O S E 2 1 3 

1 
- 2 1 8 

M O R G A N — 1 1 
1 

- - 2 
14 

S E D G W I C K 
11 1 

1 - 1 3 

W E L D 2 2 8 2 6 

T O T A L 5 1 1 2 8 1 8 6 2 3 2 1 9 2 * 

* C O U N T Y AND U N I O N H I G H S C H O O L D I S T R I C T S A R E O M I T T E D F R O M T O T A L S , S I N C E T H E Y H A V E 
N O " S C H O O L P O P U L A T I O N " A P A R T F R O M T H A T O F T H E I R C O M P O N E N T E L E M E N T A R Y D I S T R I C T S . 

Thus , these 15 count ies (25.4%) which have not comple t ed un i f i ca -
tion of the i r school d i s t r i c t s account fo r 152 (72.1%) of the 215 d i s t r i c t s 
which have l e s s than 500 ch i ld ren , and account fo r a l l s ix of the d i s t r i c t s 
having one or no ch i l d r en . The f ac t that t h e s e a r e count ies which do 
not need to r e m a i n in this s m a l l d i s t r i c t s t a tus i s i l l u s t r a t e d by the f a c t 
that they a l s o account fo r 34 (49. 3%) of the 69 d i s t r i c t s having m o r e 
than 750 c h i l d r e n . 

AREA OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS 

At the c lose of the 1955-56 school y e a r , Co lo rado had 967 school 
d i s t r i c t s (and some unorgan ized t e r r i t o r y in L a r i m e r County) in i ts 
104, 247 s q u a r e m i l e a r e a . Th i s would m e a n tha t the a v e r a g e school 
d i s t r i c t a t that t i m e e m b r a c e d 107.8 s q u a r e m i l e s . In N o v e m b e r , 1961, 
with the n u m b e r of d i s t r i c t s r e d u c e d to 316, and eve ry bit of C o l o r a d o ' s 
t e r r i t o r y now in some kind of o r g a n i z e d school d i s t r i c t , the a v e r a g e 
d i s t r i c t c o v e r s 329 .9 s q u a r e m i l e s . 

Again i t should be poin ted out that m e r e " b i g n e s s " i s not a g u a r a n -
tee of qual i ty , but t he se f i g u r e s do ind ica te tha t C o l o r a d o ' s c i t i zens 
a r e taking advantage of i m p r o v e d r o a d s and o the r m e a n s of c o m m u n i c a -
tion to expand the r e s o u r c e s under one a d m i n i s t r a t i o n which can be 
devoted m o r e e f fec t ive ly to the deve lopment and suppor t of educat ional 
p r o g r a m s . 

C o l o r a d o ' s school d i s t r i c t s in November of 1961 d i s t r i bu t ed by 
va r ious c a t e g o r i e s of a r e a by county appea r a s fo l lows: 
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N U M B E R O F S C H O O L D I S T R I C T S W I T H I N V A R I O U S C A T E G O R I E S 

O F A R E A S B Y C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y 

D I S T R I C T A R E A S I N S Q U A R E M I L E S 

0 - 6 - 11- 2 6 - 5 1 - 1 0 1 - 2 5 1 - 5 0 1 - 1 0 0 1 - 2 0 0 1 - 3 0 0 1 - O V E R 

5 1 0 2 5 5 0 1 0 0 2 5 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 T O T A L 

A D A M S 

A L A M O S A 

A R A P A H O E 

A R C H U L E T A 

B A C A 

B E N T 

B O U L D E R 

C H A F F E E 

C H E Y E N N E 

C L E A R C R E E K 

C O N E J O S 

C O S T I L L A 

C R O W L E Y 

C U S T E R 

D E L T A 

D E N V E R 

D O L O R E S 

D O U G L A S 

E A G L E 

E L B E R T 

E L P A S O 

F R E M O N T 

G A R F I E L D 

G I L P I N 

G R A N D 

G U N N I S O N 

H I N S D A L E 

H U E R F A N O 

J A C K S O N 

J E F F E R S O N 

K I O W A 

K I T C A R S O N 

L A K E 

L A P L A T A 

L A R I M E R 

L A S A N I M A S 

L I N C O L N 

L O G A N 

M E S A 

M I N E R A L 

M O F F A T 

M O N T E Z U M A 

M O N T R O S E 

M O R G A N 

O T E R O 

O U R A Y 

P A R K 

P H I L L I P S 

P I T K I N 

P R O W E R S 

7 

3 

9* 

1 
5 

2 
2 
2 
3 

1 

8 
11* 

9 

1 

5 

17 
3 

14* 
1 

2 
3* 

1 
2 

1 
1 

2 
6 

1 
3 

3 

19* 

5 

14* 
3 

1 

1 
14* 
18* 
14 

6 
2 
2 
2 

1 
4 

( C O N T I N U E D ) 
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1 
3 

1 
2 

1 
2 

1 
2 

1 

1 
1 

2 

1 

1 
3 2 

2 
2 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
2 

1 
1 

4 
3 

3 

5 

2 

3 

1 

4 1 
1 

1 
1 

1 
1 

1 
2 4 

2 
7 

3 

3 

1 

1 
2 1 1 

3 3 2 3 

1 
1 1 

1 1 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 2 5 4 

4 
1 

2 
2 

1 
1 

3 

2 
2 

1 

1 

2 
2 
4 3 3 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 

2 
4 

3 

2 

2 
3 

4 

3 

4 
3 
2 

2 
5 

3 

2 
1 

2 

2 

1 1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 



N U M B E R OF S C H O O L D I S T R I C T S W I T H I N V A R I O U S C A T E G O R I E S - C O N T I N U E D 

D I S T R I C T A R E A S IN S Q U A R E M I L E S 

C O U N T Y 

0-
5 

6. 
10 

11-
2 5 

26-
5 0 

5 1 -

100 
1 0 1 - 2 5 1 -

2 5 0 5 0 0 

5 0 1 - 1 0 0 1 - 2 0 0 1 -

1000 2 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 

3 0 0 1 - O V E R 

4000 4000 T O T A L 

P U E B L O 

R I O B L A N C O 

R I O G R A N D E 

R O U T T 

S A G U A C H E 

S A N J U A N 

S A N M I G U E L 

S E D G W I C K 

S U M M I T 

T E L L E R 

W A S H I N G T O N 

W E L D 

Y U M A 

T O T A L S 60 

2 

1 

4 
2 

20 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

1 

3 

13* 

1 
2 

5 

26 

2 

3 0 6 

• A R E A S OF C O U N T Y AND U N I O N H I G H S C H O O L D I S T R I C T S ARE N O T I N C L U D E D , AS T H E I R A R E A S ARE A L R E A D Y 

A C C O U N T E D F O R BY T H E I R C O M P O N E N T E L E M E N T A R Y D I S T R I C T S . 

The 15 "non-un i f ied" count ies account fo r 181 (75. 1%) of the 241 
school d i s t r i c t s of the s t a t e which have an a r e a of l e s s than 500 s q u a r e 
m i l e s . 

N U M B E R O F D I S T R I C T S IN " N O N - U N I F I E D " C O U N T I E S S M A L L E R 

T H A N 5 0 0 S Q U A R E M I L E S 

0 - 6 - 11- 2 6 - 5 1 - 1 0 1 - 2 5 1 -

C O U N T Y 5 10 2 5 5 0 100 2 5 0 5 0 0 T O T A L 

A L A M O S A 

A R A P A H O E 

C O N E J O S 

C O S T I L L A 

C R O W L E Y 

E L P A S O 

G A R F I E L D 

G U N N I S O N 

L A S A N I M A S 

L O G A N 

M O N T E Z U M A 

M O N T R O S E 

M O R G A N 

S E D G W I C K 

W E L D 

T O T A L S 

5 

2 

4 

3 

2 

5 

2 

28 

1 

1 

3 

2 

3 

1 

4 

2 

2 

3 

6 
2 

3 9 

1 

3 

4 

3 

3 5 

3 

2 

5 

3 

2 
9 44 

1 
3 

2 

2 

4 

20 

2 

9 

8 

10 
9 

17 
13 

2 

15 

111 
13 

17 

111 
13 
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While a s m a l l a r e a i tse l f i s not n e c e s s a r i l y a p r o b l e m , when the 
s m a l l a r e a inc ludes only a s m a l l n u m b e r of ch i ld ren , th is combinat ion 
p r e s e n t in the s a m e d i s t r i c t usual ly points to l i m i t e d educat ional r e -
s o u r c e s . The 48 "un i f i ed" count ies now account f o r 69. 87% of the to ta l 
a r e a of the s t a t e . If the a r e a s of the uni f ied d i s t r i c t s within the 15 
count ies not tota l ly uni f ied a r e added to t hese a r e a s , i t i s noted that 
92.9%of the a r e a of the s t a te i s now o rgan ized under a g rade 1-12 
p a t t e r n . 

STATUS OF LITIGATION ON SCHOOL DISTRICT REORGANIZATION 

During the ca l enda r y e a r , Weld, L a r i m e r , Bent , and Montezuma 
Count ies w e r e involved in l i t iga t ion a f fec t ing school d i s t r i c t r e o r g a n i z a -
t ion. 

In Weld County, a c a se involving the o r ig ina l o rgan iza t ion of Weld 
County Reorgan ized School D i s t r i c t No. R e - 8 (School D i s t r i c t No. 23 
v s . The School P lanning C o m m i t t e e of Weld County, Civi l Action No. 
14137 in the D i s t r i c t C o u r t of Weld County) had been c a r r i e d on appeal 
of p la in t i f f s to the Colorado S u p r e m e Cour t , 

The D i s t r i c t Cou r t of Weld County had r e f u s e d to r e s t r a i n the r e -
organ iza t ion e lec t ion on the b a s i s (1) that the t r i a l cou r t was without 
" ju r i sd i c t i on in the p r e m i s e s " and (2) tha t the plaint iff school d i s t r i c t 
was "without s tanding to ma in t a in the p r e s e n t a c t i o n . " 

The S u p r e m e Cour t r e v e r s e d the judgment of the D i s t r i c t Cou r t on 
both counts . The S u p r e m e Cour t he ld " tha t pla int i f f h a s su f f i c ien t 
i n t e r e s t to b r ing th i s ac t ion and i s en t i t l ed to a jud ic ia l de t e rmina t i on 
of the val id i ty and lega l i ty of defendants ' a c t s . " The C o u r t f u r t h e r he ld 
that "Reorgan iza t ion under The Ac t of 1957 i s not a m a n d a t o r y m a t t e r . 
It p r o v i d e s an o r d e r l y m a n n e r f o r r e o r g a n i z i n g old school d i s t r i c t s into 
new school d i s t r i c t s w h e r e deemed d e s i r a b l e . The m a n n e r in which such 
r eo rgan i za t i on shal l be a c c o m p l i s h e d i s p rov ided in the Ac t and a l awfu l 
r eo rgan i za t i on can only be e f f ec t ed if t h e r e be compl i ance with the 
r e q u i r e m e n t s t he reo f . Such being the c a s e , i t fo l lows that th is plaint iff 
does have the r igh t to seek and obtain a jud ic ia l de t e rmina t i on a s to the 
lega l i ty of l eg i s la t ion under which i t s e x i s t e n c e m a y be t e r m i n a t e d and 
i t s p r o p e r t y taken, and may a l so obtain a jud ic ia l r e v i e w of ac t ion taken 
by a d m i n i s t r a t i v e b o a r d s o r o f f i c i a l s ac t ing p u r s u a n t to such l eg i s l a t ion , 
to d e t e r m i n e whether t he i r a c t s w e r e l awfu l o r w e r e a r b i t r a r y or in 
e x c e s s of the i r j u r i s d i c t i o n and a u t h o r i t y . " 

The m a t t e r was t he r eby r e m a n d e d to the D i s t r i c t C o u r t f o r c o n s i d e r a -
tion of the m e r i t s of the p r e m i s e s , but p l a in t i f f s dec ided to wi thdraw the 
en t i r e ac t ion , so that th i s m a t t e r i s appa ren t ly now dead. 

Another ac t ion b rough t in Weld County was moved f o r d i s m i s s a l on 
the b a s i s of l ack of p r o s e c u t i o n . Th i s ac t ion on behalf of s e v e r a l of the 
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school d i s t r i c t s of Weld County con tes ted the val id i ty of the School 
D i s t r i c t Organ iza t ion Act of 1957, and the r i gh t of the County School 
P lann ing C o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s to hold the o f f i ces they c l a i m e d a s 
m e m b e r s of sa id c o m m i t t e e . To date , no f ina l d ispos i t ion has been 
m a d e of this ac t ion . 

The L a r i m e r County l i t iga t ion con tes t ing the L a r i m e r County 
r e o r g a n i z a t i o n , which was d i s m i s s e d by the D i s t r i c t Cou r t and which 
d i s m i s s a l was appea led to the Co lo rado S u p r e m e Cour t was of i m p o r -
tance in tha t the S u p r e m e C o u r t r e f u s e d to r ev iew the f indings of the 
D i s t r i c t Cour t , thus upholding the lega l i ty of t hose r e o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

An act ion of a n a t u r e en t i r e ly d i f f e r e n t f r o m any of the o t h e r s was 
lodged in Bent County Cour t , con tes t ing the e lec t ion in L a s A n i m a s 
School D i s t r i c t No. R e - 1 of June 19, 1961, which r e s u l t e d in a count 
of 132 vo tes in f avo r of the p lan and 131 vo t e s a g a i n s t the p lan . P l a i n -
t i f f s b rought ac t ion on the b a s i s that a n u m b e r of ine l ig ib le v o t e r s , 
su f f i c ien t to have changed the outcome of the e lec t ion , p a r t i c i p a t e d 
t h e r e i n . A s t ipula t ion cal l ing fo r a new e lec t ion was e n t e r e d by the 
County Cour t , and the second e lec t ion r e s u l t e d in a f a v o r a b l e vote of 
282 to 214. 

A sui t of s ign i f i cance i s the one lodged a g a i n s t the p l ans in 
Montezuma County by a n o n - o p e r a t i n g school d i s t r i c t , No. 29, M c P h e e , 
which in addi t ion to quest ioning s e v e r a l p r o c e d u r a l m a t t e r s on the p a r t 
of the C o m m i t t e e and the C o m m i s s i o n e r , ques t ioned the au thor i ty of the 
County School P lann ing C o m m i t t e e to include the Southern Ute Indian 
R e s e r v a t i o n in the p lan f o r one of the two p r o p o s e d d i s t r i c t s . 

H e r e the D i s t r i c t C o u r t he ld aga ins t the C o m m i t t e e on the 
p r o c e d u r a l m a t t e r s , and a l s o he ld that the C o m m i t t e e had exceeded 
i t s au thor i ty by including the Southern Ute Indian R e s e r v a t i o n in the 
t e r r i t o r y e m b r a c e d by the p l an . 

While a new planning c o m m i t t e e could r e c t i f y the p r o c e d u r a l 
de fec t s , the i s s u e of the inc lus ion of the Indian R e s e r v a t i o n i s a b r o a d e r 
one that m a y r e s u l t in an appea l to the S u p r e m e C o u r t . This m a t t e r i s 
now under s tudy. 

CURRENT COMMITTEE ACTIVITY 

E x p e r i e n c e of p r e v i o u s county school planning c o m m i t t e e s 
ind ica te s that i t t akes new c o m m i t t e e s f r o m six to e ighteen months to 
comple t e the i r s tud ies and r e a c h a g r e e m e n t on county-wide p lans of 
school d i s t r i c t r e o r g a n i z a t i o n . N e v e r t h e l e s s , s e v e r a l of the new 
c o m m i t t e e s a r e moving ahead rap id ly on p r o p o s a l s . 

Arapahoe County i s put t ing f in ish ing touches on a p lan to unify the 
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Sher idan Union High School D i s t r i c t and i t s t h r e e component e l e m e n t a r y 
d i s t r i c t s . 

Conejos County i s holding h e a r i n g s on p r o p o s a l s to d i s so lve and 
annex an e l e m e n t a r y d i s t r i c t and t h r e e non -ope ra t i ng d i s t r i c t s in the 
no r th end of that county. 

Cos t i l l a County has p r e s e n t e d i t s p lan f o r the uni f ica t ion of the 
Centennia l Union High School D i s t r i c t and i t s 10 component e l e m e n t a r y 
d i s t r i c t s in the south half of that county. The C o m m i s s i o n e r of Educa t ion 
approved this p lan on D e c e m b e r 8, and the e lec t ion will be he ld e a r l y in 
J a n u a r y of 1962. 

G a r f i e l d County i s conducting a thorough study of the r e o r g a n i z a t i o n 
p r o b l e m in the wes t end of tha t county. 

L a s An imas County i s working on a r e v i s e d p lan of r e o r g a n i z a t i o n 
following the defea t of the p r e v i o u s c o m m i t t e e ' s b r o a d p lan of r e o r g a n i -
za t ion. 

Logan County has r e a c h e d ten ta t ive a g r e e m e n t on a County unit 
p r o p o s a l . 

Montezuma County, a s p r e v i o u s l y r e p o r t e d , i s s t i l l m a r k i n g t ime 
pending the outcome of i t s l i t iga t ion . 

Mont rose and Morgan Count ies a r e mak ing c a r e f u l s tud ies of t he i r 
p r o b l e m s . 

Sedgwick County Planning C o m m i t t e e , with the f i nanc i a l coopera t ion 
of i t s school d i s t r i c t s , h a s employed the B u r e a u of Educa t iona l R e s e a r c h 
of the Univers i ty of Denver to make a thorough study of i t s p r o b l e m s . 

Weld County i s c u r r e n t l y examining s e v e r a l a l t e r n a t i v e p lans f o r the 
u n r e o r g a n i z e d por t ions of that county. 

The following c h a r t shows the kind and n u m b e r of d i s t r i c t s by county 
involved within the so lu t ions now under ac t ive p r o p o s a l s : 

R e o r g a n i z e d Disso lu t ions D i s t r i c t s Involved 
D i s t r i c t s and Annexat ions Non- Elementary High 

COUNTY P r o p o s e d t ions P r o p o s e d O p e r . e n t a r y School TOTALS 
ARAPAHOE 1 - _ 3 1 4 
CONEJOS - 4 3 1 - 4 
COSTILLA 1 - 1 9 1 11 

TOTALS 2 4 4 13 2 19 

Th i s act iv i ty so e a r l y in the work of the new c o m m i t t e e s would s e e m 
to augur wel l fo r the cont inued a c h i e v e m e n t s of the r e s t of the c o m m i t t e e s 
by July 1, 1963. 
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