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Half of Colorado Adult Education Students Either

Unemployed or Not in Labor Force
Programs Aid 1 out of 12 Unemployed Without High School Diploma

Over 5,400 unemployed Colorado adults will be better prepared to get and keep a job as a
result of their participation in adult education programs. These programs are funded, in
part, by sub-grants from the Colorado Department of Education from the state’s federal
grant under the Adult Education and Family Literacy Act (AEFLA). (See Chart 1.)
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Chart 2. 2003-04 AEFLA Program Participants
as a Percent of Colorado's Unemployed
Without High School Diplomas, 2003
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In addition to those who are

either unemployed or not in the

labor force, Colorado’s adult

education program participants

also include noteworthy

percentages of participants in

particular groups that have

special needs in finding jobs:

= Almost a quarter of program
participants (24 percent) live
in rural areas.

= Another quarter (24 percent)
have low incomes.

= Almost one out of ten (nine
percent) is on public
assistance.

= Another one out of ten (nine
percent) is a single parent.

= One out of 12 (eight
percent) is living in an

Status on Entry into

Program

Chart 3. Selected Colorado AEFLA Program
Participants as a Percent of All AEFLA
Program Participants, 2003-04
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By helping Colorado adults earn basic educational credentials, AEFLA programs help them to
become more marketable in the labor force and to pursue postsecondary education and
training. In both cases, these positive outcomes reduce the burden on government and

strengthen the state’s economy.
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